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PROVe 19, 20, 21. 


Hear counſel, and receive inflrulon, that thou maieſt be 
wiſein thy latter end. | 
There are many devices in a mans heart : nevertheleſs, the 
_— of the Lord, that _ ſtand, | 
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READER. 


—1\ Hough this Epifile (apart whereof ® 

ſpoken to in the enſuing Treatiſe) was 
direfly and expreſly fent to the Angel 
and Church in Laodicea ; yet it al/o 

( 4s well as the refl of the Meſſages, or Epiſtles ) 
was ſpoken by the holy Spirit unto the Churches 
in general ; and therefore, every one that hath 
an car % exhorted and called upon to hear what 
the Spirit ſaith untothe Churches. Kev. 3. 22. 
And it is therefore of conternment for others, 
for all that have received the Word of - the begin 
ning of Chrift, to mind and confider what js re- 
proved and fanlted in this Ange! and Church ; 
what is threatned to theme; and the connfol given 
by the Amen, to cure. rheir tifteviper; and pre- 
went the judgement. <-> | 
A 2 I 


TotheReader. 
'It is poſſible that other Angels and Churches, 


ard particu'/ar perſons, who bave formerly been 
called to the fellowſhip of bis Son Jeſus Chrift 
our Lord, and who have received the word of God, 
as it 4s in truth the word of God, may alſo ſuffer 


« decay of thoſe things that hawe been wrought in 


them by the glorious Goſpel, and grow remiſz, 
heartleſs, and indifferent, as "it fared*with* this 
Angel and Church,” and as our Sawiour bath pre- 
woniſhed, that becaule iniquity ſhould abound, 
the love of many would wax. cold. Matt. 24. 
12. And eſpecially toward the time of yhe end 
he hath foretold us there would. be a pot 
rity in ſuch as areof bis Churches and people, in 
ſuch as profeſs to wait for and attend his coming, 
as be fignifieth in that parable of bis mentioned. 
Matt. 25. 1-5. In-which be ſaith; not as in many 
other Parables, The kingdom of Heaven is like, 
&-c, But, Then ſhall the kingdom of Hea- 
ven be likened (by thoſe therein) unto Ten 
Virgins,--- which went forth ro meet the Bride- 
groom ---- And while the Bridegroom tarried 
they all ſlumbred and ſlept : They did not with 
zeal and fervency hear Chriſt, watching daily at 
at bis Gates, waiting at the psSts of his doors, that 
they might find him, as his grace inſtrufeth, and 

#5 


EE” T2. 1 


To the Reader; 


3s operating in thoſe that have fr, and yreld np 
themſelwes to it. Prov. 8. 34-25. | But in too 
great a meaſure were grown ſlatbful, heartleſs, 
and ſecure : And ſurely this is written and record. 
ed for our adhnonition and warning, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come, to the imtent ae might 
give ſuch earne$t and di'igent beed to the things we 
hawe heard, the wordof Chriſt, -which is as a fire, 
thin on? bearts might bura within us, and be ints 
amed with love to bim, and filled with ſuch an 
high prizing of hi", and tle unſearchable riches 
of hint, as to ſell an! forgo all we b.ve for the tx- 
cellency of him and them, that w: may'gain him, 
and be found in Þim. Luk. 24.26 z 27, 32: ſer; 
20, --. 

"FG. '0 tben that it is poſſib* eg" a nd #1ay fo rome 
to pals, that othery, ye uny wh» hive received 
the grare of God, m:y becconmne Lukewarm, and 
neither hot, nor cold, and may go back" ard anduot 
forward. Jer. 7,24: If they abid: not in Chriſt 
Teſus as they bave received him; it is good" and 
needful for us all to examine cur . (elves inthe hght 
of the Lord, and 'earch our bearts and ways, that 
we may ſee. and diſcermwh manner of pe*fony we 


wre; and what diſcovers the light'of - the glorious 


G oo of Chriſt maketh: of 18 : | Let ue reſt con» 
tevted 


1 | 


To the i? eader, 

texted. in any good thayghts we may have of our 
ſelves; For, not he that commendeth himſelf 
:5 approved, but whoin the Lord commendeth. 
2 Cor, 10. 18, Nor let #5 conclude that we are it 
4 goed couditier, becenſe others may thiak-anell, 
and (peak bighiy if us, that -are our brethres and 
COMpantiitss for & M477 HAY. bave. @ name mon 

the Churches that he Jiveth, and yet be dead. 
Rev. 3-5, Bu let every man prove, and ape 
prove his own work, and then ſhall hc have his 
rejoycing in himſelf alone, and nor..in ano- 
ther ; not i another's good thought or option of 
him. Gal. 6. 4. We may bave run well in 


former times, we may bave run from al! cur own 


things unto Chriſfl, and followed bim through good 
report, azdbad report ; and yet now be letted nd 
bizdered from that ferwent demeanour and exer- 
ciſe our ſelver. Gal. 5. 7, 8. We may bave 
been called unto Chrifl, and called according to pur- 
poſe, and yet again be removed from him that call- 
ed ws into the grace of Chrift. Gal. 1,6. We 
may bave gone after bim in the Wilderneſs, as it 
were, ond yet Bow go far from bim, and walk af- 
fer vanity, and become vain, and fo grieve bim, 


#nd bis good ſpirit, by whom wt have been called 
to the knowledge of the truth. Jer, 2. 3—5. Le 
ws 
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to the R eader, 


us nit then te trioh windew bat een” fe wa ag? 
fog in. 1ur beaxrs, our mouniain # {0 'tiied that we 
can never be moved; our bratis hawe been and ars 
fo upright with þ 1, and cloſe cleavirg-t2 hits, 
that 'we cannot depart from bim ;5 Burt Ice hum 
that thinketh he ſtandeth taie hced left he 1al;. 
1 Cor. 10.12. And come wt 70 thelight. that our 
ſelves, and deeds may be made manife$t and diſ- 
covered, Joh. 3. 20, 21. That if this loathſome 
iniquity of Lukewarmneſs be with us, we os; 
cleanſe our ſelves there-{rom, leSl we provoke bm, 
who is flow to anger, t» abhir us, and 16. (ag 4; 
out of hrs wouth: Y | 
And be we well allnred of this, that if once we 


entertain , and retain (uch high and un'ober 


thought of oOnr ſelves, and of Our altaonments and 
injoywents, as to ſay, We-are rich, and increa- 
fed with goods, and have need of nothing, 


| #vd ſo ſbut the door wpon and againii Chriſt 7eſus; 


and (ſuffer bim to land and knock, thereat , we 
ſhall but deceive our ſelves, if we imagine wv are 
free from this nauſeous diſtemper ; we' ms: then 
be confident that blindneſs bath bappened to us in 
ſome, yea in a great meaſure; and may upn ſure 
grounds judge and conclude our felwes to be like to 
this Angel and Church, and fear be will deal wnh 
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13 4. he threatneth to do to theſe, if we continue 
and perfift in our bigh thoughts of our ſelves ; For 
?ride goeth before deſtruftion, and an haugh- 
ty Spirit before a fall. Prov. 16. 18, He will 
ſave the offlied humbled people, thoſe who-are 
poor in ſpirit, who have nothing to glory in before 
God, but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, und him crucift- 
ed; But his eyes are upon the haughty, that 
he may bring them down. 2 Sam- 22: 25. 
s Cor. 1. 29—31l. Oh! Let us not lift np our 
ſelwes in our doings, knowledge, attainments ; 
for we have cauſe (ufficient to take ſhame, 10 our 
ſelves that we are ſo barren and unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : 
Nor let us think our ſelwes, or others to be any 
whit the better becanſe of our thinking, or ſpeak- 
ing highly of our ſelves; but rather ſuſpe& our 


ſelves, and know, that this is an evidence, and 


cauſe of our Lukewarmneſs : We may ſay, the 
Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, tbe 
Temple of the Lord are we, and yet fteal from, apd 
defraud others, and commit adultery, &c, Jer. 7. 
4---10. We may boaft that our hearts ane" right, 
and cry, come {ce my.zea}..tor the Lord. of 
Holſts,. and depart from, . and, deflroy inferionr..1- 
dols, and yet ſerve Golden ones...2 Kings 10. 15, 
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Tothe Reader. 


16,25. 29. We may ſpeak one toanother, and 
ſay, comel pray you, and hear what is the word 
that ceme:b forth out of the mouth of the Lord ; 
and may cone unto his Servants and Prophets as 
the people cometh, and fit before them «s Gerd 5 
people, and bear bis words ; and the word of bis 
ſervants may be unto us as a wery lovely ſong of 
one that bath a pleaſant woice, and can play well 
on an Inſtrument; and yet we may not do what we 
bear, but our hearts may go after our covetouſneſs. 
Ezck. 33, 30—32. We may come into God's 
preſence, and land and pray with our ſelves. (4 
being ſo boly that others may not come near us ) 
God, We thank thee we are not like other 
men ; and yet thoſe we ſeparate from, may be ju- 
Fified ratber then we. Luk. 18. 11-14. We 
may know we bawe knowledge, and yet know no» 
thing as we ought to know. 1Cor. 8. 1--- 3. 
We may boaſt that we are rich, andfull; and yet 
be ſo carnal that God's ſervents cannot ſpeak to u3 
4s unto ſpiritual ones. i Cor. 4. 8. with chap. 
g+-1--5. We may beflow all our goods to feed the 
poor, and give our bolies to be burned, and yet 
wet bave charity, and ſo it may profet us nothing. 
t Cor. 13.3, We may plead that we have pro. 
pheſied in Chrift's name, and in bis name heve coft 
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To the Reader. 


out Devils, and in his name done many wonderful 
works ; and yet not be bailt up»n the rock, which 
is Chrift, and ſo be rejeSied m concluſi 700. Matt.”. 
22--27, We may glory in our bailing o© Tem- 
ples ſor God, and yet forget our maker ; and count 


be great things of bis Law ſtrange things 'o us. 


Ila 66. 1, 22,3. Hol 8. 12--14. Oh! take we 
heed of ſeeking OHY OWN glor y, ov boasting of our 
ſelwer, or of any of- ur own things * 'efore bum ; 
though we miy be in any meaſure perfe 4, or ſo 
graciouſly re, uted, yet let us not know our own 
ſouls thereby, Jubg. 20,21. bhough we be 
rightecus, 1 et let us not 'ift up our hb job 10, 
15. Though we know nothing by our ſelves, yet 
know we, we are net thereby juſtifeed. 1 Cor, 4 4: 
And be we well aſjured, ihit wh:n we cry we are 
full, and come nt c ntinnally unt) ( brift as the 
onely foundation of ſuulr. fountain of grace and 
truth, breadof lite, god iried inthe fire, robe of 
righteouſneſs; greut and fundwmental  itneſs ant 
ewidence of God's lowe, we are lukerarm, and 
xeither cold nor Þot, and deſerve to be ſpued out of 
bi month.-- 

And though in a right exhntining: On” ſebves in 
the g'a's of the perfe&t law of liberty, #e percetve 
it tobe thus with us; and 1hat we deſerve to be «b-- 
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Tothe Reader, 


horred of him, and to be put a#ay us dreſs; and 
he is rebuling aud chaſteniig us ; yet nowith- 
ſtanding conſider we, as mÞny as be loveth, be re« 
buketh and chaſtencth, that we may net be diſcon- 
raged, or fai't in our ſghing; but ratber let us 
anoint our cyes with eye-lalve that we may fee 
the excellcuty of Jeſus, of bis Croſs, 'and of 
what he bath thereby effeSied, and obtained into 
bi nſe'f, and is become ; and the wanity and un» 
profitablene's of all other things in compariſon of 
him, that we may be %24 0145, and h. tan. ſpirit 
and deme amour, and fo ſoke all we bave,. that we 
Pray Win him, and be made partakers.of him,,: and 
of thoſe un ſearchable. aud duxat le riches, and that 
everlat'ing righteouſneſs in him, for that is bis end 
in a” bis coun{e's, calls, and admonitions ; yea 
and in a'l | is revukes and chaſtiſements, while it is 
the dry of his grace and patience : !t isin love to 
our ſouls ther he dotb rebuke us. and order afflicti- 
ons to us, not for bis p/eaſure, but fag yup rae, 
th:t we might be partake S of kis bolmneſs3*Ht b. 
I2. O--ii. Joh. )» 42--45. Wherctore lift 
up tir bind thr. hace down, and the feeb'e 
{:nees, and make ſtrait paths for our f:cr, and 
he will fargic'e our ſins, and turn again, and have 


comp-iſſron on us, for be is gracious, and rea!y to 
re- 


To the Reader. 


repent bin of the ewil threatned by bim, and de- 
ſerved by us. Heb. 12, 10.13, Joel 2. 1-12, 
L 3— 

1 ſhall adde no more here ( bavino (ſpoken (@ 
W. - in the following Treatiſe) but ho Fe y 
to confider what is ſaid ; and what agreeth with the 
Teſtimony of Chriſt, r:ceive, and bold faſt; and 
what ſwerveth there-from refuſe and reje& : Aud 
the Lord give us an underfianding in all things ; 
and belp us ſo heartily to embrace and retain the 
word of truth, that though now we ſee not Chriſt 
we may love bim aboveall, and believing in bim, 
may rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; 
receiving the end of our faith, even the ſalvatian 
of our ſouls, ſo he defireth who is 


thy Serwant, in, 


and for the Lord 
Lya, Sep. 15. 
I671, 


Charles Phelpes. 
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Needful Counſel. &c. 


— . 


R nv. 3. 18. 


1 Counſcl thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
Fire that thou mayeſt be Rich ; and white 
raiment that thau mayeſt be cloathed, and 


that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not ap- 
ear , and anoint thine eyes with eye ſalve, 


that thou mayeſt ſee. 


*HE Words, we ſee, are a gracious, 
2 needful, and inſtructive Counſel 
given to the Angel of the Church of 
: Laodicea: In which let us conſider. 
I, The Perſon that counſelleth{1] 
> FF 2, ThePerſon or Perſons counſel- 
EU " Ted C thee] 
3, The counſel it ſelf [ 7 counſel thee to buy of me 
Gold tried in the Fire, &c, ] 
B I, The 


Sic. 


Needful C ounſel for 


1, The perſoncounſelling [1] Whois that? Heis 
deſcribed to us werſ. 14. and giveth ſuch a deſcription 
of himſelf as ia which he giverh us tounderſtand, that 
keis excellent and comely for the eſcape of {uch as have 
fallen away by their iniquicies, and thereby b-ought 
themſelves into a loathſume conditions and deſerve, 
andare threatned to be caſt forth as abominable branches 
perſiſting therein z though ſuch have deſtroyed thcm- 
lelves, yet in him is help, (alvativn, and recevery for 
them, — 

Ferſ, 14, Theſe things ſaith the Amen ] towit, hein 
whom all the promiſes of God are zea and Amen, 2 
Cor, 1.20, Ratified, Confirmed, Sealed, and ſo made 
ſure, even by his precious blood, which is the blood of 
the New Teſtament, and everlaſting Covenant, Matt, 26, 
28, Heb.10,29, & 13,26. & 9.15,16. Thoſe great and 
precious promiſes appertaining roLite and godlineſs,yea 
ro this lite, and that to come, are not only aſſured by 
the word of God, and confirmed by his Oath, which 
yet are two immutable things, in which it is impoſſible 
for God tolye, and therefore might quicken and en- 
courage lukewarme ones to flee for refuge to lay hold on 
that hope ſet before them 3 but aRually made firme by 
the blood of the Teſtatour, who is alſo in the virtue 
thereof raiſed, and as the forerunner entred into Hea- 
ven, and is the Mediatour- of the New Teſtament, that 
by means of death for the redemption of the tranſgre(- 
fions under the firſt Teſtament, they which are called 
may receive the promiſe of the eternal Inheritance : 
He Meciateth, and msketh Interceffion for the taking 
away the iniquities of thaſe that come xo God by him z 
and that the contents of that Covenant may, be diſpen- 
{ed to them according to their needs and _—_ - 
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Lukewarm Chriſtians. 


3 
God hath promiſed, and Chriſt hath aRually ſaid, and 
is, the Azen to them, -Rev, 1,18, Heb. 8.6. and 
9,15, It may ſeem, in that Jeſus Chrift doth firſt de. 
ſcribe himſelf by this title of the Amer, that theſe 
lukewarme ones Cid not keep in believing remembrance 
the promiſes, and the firmeneſ(s, and immutability of 
them, and certainty of their performance according to 
the tenour of them, being ratified by ſuch precious 
blood, and aſcertained by ſuch a faichful and true wit» 
neſs; and therefore they grew fluggiſh, remiſs, and 
indifferent, and there was a great abatement of their 
former fervency, either fearing they ſhould be left in 
ſufferings, or not provided for, or diſpenſed unto ac- 
cording to their wants ; and therefore to recover them, 
he telleth them his name is the 4men: The conſidera» 
tion hereof is powerful to ſtirr up to diligence, and to 
recover us from our decays, to cauſe us that we ſhall not 
be {lothtul, but followers, diligent followers, of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the promiſes. 
Heb, 6, 10,20, To ſtrengthen us to hold faſt the pro- 
feſſion of onr faith without wavering z and to conſider 
one another to provoke tolove and good works, not 
forſaking the aflembling of our ſelves rogether, Heb. 
10, 22, 25, To ingage usto come cut from amongſt 
men, and to be ſeparate, and nor touch the unclean 
thing, but to cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of 
fleſh and ſpirir, perteing holineſs in the fear of the 
Lord, 2 Coz. 6.16,18, & 7, 1. if theſe exceeding 
great and precious promiſes given to the Apoſtles to 
minifter, and miniſtred by them in, and with the glorious 
Goſpel be in us, received and entertained by us, and 
abound ; if they be ſuffered to dwell richly in us, and 


to have their perte& work, ſo as we limit them nor, 
B 2 nor 


4. Needful Counſel for 


nor hold them in unrighteouſneſs, they make us that 
we ſhall not be idle, or untruittul in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus © hiſt : They will provoke 
u* to flee from, and elcape the corruption that is inthe 
wi rld thorow Juſt; and belices, giving all diligence 
thereto, they will inable and ſtir us up to agd to our 
{aith virtue ( courage, zeal, reſolution of ſpirit, mag- 
nanimity, to be as bold as lions) aud to virtue, know- 
leag ( that we may ule our fervour and zeal atight, and 
that not about meat, and drink, and days, and places, 
and geſtures, in which the kingdome of God confiſt- 
ethnot; but in contending earneſtly tor the faith once 
delivered to the ſaints) and to knowledz temperance 
( to have ſober thoughts of our ſelves, of our know- 
ledg, vertue, parts, gifts, attainments; and to be 
temperate in our uſe of, and exerciſe about the things 
of this world, in which there may be exceſs; andin Qur 
joys and griefs thereabout) and to temperance, P4- 
tience ( patiently continuing in well doing, in faith, 


in virtue, in knowledg, in temperance; &#c, Patient- 


ly induring whatever reproches and perſecutions we may 
meet with in walking in Chriſt, and in the exerciſe of 
thoſe efficacies of his grace; and reſting in the Lord, 
and waiting patiently for him) and to patience, god- 
lizeſs ( worſhipping him in the ſpirit, and rejoycing in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and having no confidence in the fleſh; 
and imitating, and following him as dear children ac- 
cording to the light, andinſtraQtions of his grace) 4nd 
to godlineſs, brotherly kindueſs (loving the brethren 
with delightful and peculiar manner of love, not pre- 
tencing we are right worſhippers of God, while we are 
without brotherly kindneſs to thoſe borne of him s For 
every one that loveth him that begat, loveth them - 
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that ate begotten of hit; For if a man-ſay, 1 love Gog,and 
hateth his Brother, he ts a liar, for he that loveth not bis Bro- - 
ther nhom he hath ſeen, how cay ke love God whom he hath 
not ſeen and tobyotheriy kindneſs, charity (that free manner 
ol love which is exerciſed towards Others, not becauſe of 
fomewhat lovel; and am'4vle in them, bur froman high- 
er rea{on, an motive, even from the conſtraining opera- 
tion of the love of Godin Chriſt, and thence to have 
fervent charity among ourſelves, and to love af men ) 
To theſe t:inz5:ww1l) theſe precious promiſes, confirmed 
by ſuch precuus blood, enliven, and quicken us, if 
they be luffered ro weil richly in us ; for hereby we 
ſhall be made partakets oi the Divine nature, in union. 
and fellow!}:ip with ir, intereſt in ir, uſefulneſs of it,. 
and conformity to it. 2 Pef, 1,4, 9. Onexetciſe we, 
our {elves to godiineſs {, toChriſt, who is the root and 
funcation of  gadlinefs ) for it. is prgfitable unto. a! 
things, having promile-of the lite that nowis, and cf 
that which is to come. 1 Tim, 4- 8, with chapt, 3,16. 
Oh! how effecual were the promiſes with the Patri- 
archs in {ormer times ( when they were not (0 confirm- 
ed as now) to mzke them forſake their Countrey, Kin» 
dred, and Fathers houſe z To confeſs themilelves ſtran- 
gers and pilgrims on the ezrth, &c. TFaele believed 
cauſed Abraham, tlie Father of the faithful, not tocon- 
fider his own body now dead, neither yet the deadnefs 
of Sarah's V\ on(b but was ſtrong in faith, giving 
elory to God; and being fully perſwaded that what God 
had promiſed he was ableatio to petforme z and there- 
fore it was imputed co him tor righteouſneſs: Now it 
was not written for his ſake alone, that ic was imputed 
to him, but for us alſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed, if 
we believe on him who hath performed the promiſe 
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made to the fathers, in raiſing Chriſt from the dead, 
who was delivered for our offences, and raiſed again for 
our juſtification, Gen, 12, 1, 3, Heb, 11, 13, 16, Row, 
4.16,25, with «8, 13.32, 33, Heb, 11, 17, 19. 
The Apoſtle Payl, to recover the Galatians from their 
wandrings, ſecteth before them thac Chriſt is the Amen, 
to him the promiſes are made, and in him confirmed, 
and with him aflured to thoſe that receive him, ſo as in 


being Chriſt's they are 4braham's ſeed, and Heirs ac- ' 


cording to promiſe, G4l. 3. 16,17, 29, & 4, 28. 
ands, 1, And (o here, Chriſt declareth kimſelt. to be 
the Amen, To cure theſe of that Lukewarmeneſs they 
were polluted with and afſfureth them, rhaf in open- 
ing, and giving entertainment to him, he would come 
to them, and ſup with chem, and they with him. 
And that he that overcemeth ſhould fit with him on his 
Throne, Rev, 3, 14, 20, 28, Oh were thisgconſidered 
by us, that God hath not ſpared his own Son, but de- 
livered him up for us a, how would this make us cons» 
fident chat with him he will freely give us all things al- 
ſo! How would this cauſe us to mount up with wings 
as Eagles, to runand not be weary, to walk and not 
fzint z and incourage and ingage us to liſten to his coun. 
ſel whom God hath given fora Covenant to the people? 
For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield, and will give 
Grace and Glory z and no good thing will ke withhold 
from them that w.:lk gprightly, Row, 8, 32, Pſal. 84, 
10,12, 

The Faithful and Trae Witxe(s, ] This may be an ex- 
plication of the «Amen, and (heiy us what is further 
meant by, and contained in that expreſſion, 

Theſe two words [ Faithful and True ] may mean 
one and the ſame thing z or we may ſay, 


He 


—_ 
OIT-< 
—_— 


Lnukewarm Chriſtians. 7 


He is the faithful'Witzeſs in that work whereto the 
Father appointed him hence the Apoſtle inſtruQerh 
the Holy Brethren to conſider the Apoſtle and High- 
Prieſt oi our profeſſion, who was faithful to him thar 
appointed him, namely, in that hard and difficult work 
of humbling himſelf, and becoming obedient to death, 
even the death of the Croſs, Heb, 2.9,18. @& 3.1,2, 
He is in his Croſs a faithful witnels of the greatacts and 
ſincerity of the fathers affeCtion to us, 1ſ, 55. 3, 4- 
Who is meant by the faithful Witveſs here ſpoken ot, 
may be plainly ſeen, and wherein is he ſo fitſtly and fun- 
damentally, Rev, I. 5, Jeſus Chriſt, the faithful Witng(s, 
and the firſt begotten of the dead, And fo, 

1, As he died for our fins, by way of propitiation, 
and as the Peace-maker, fo he isa faith(ul witnels of the 
fathers love, and that he is not willing any ſhould periſh, 
but that a// ſhould come to Repentance: He is the great 
ſign, and undoubted evidence of the heat and ardency 
ot Gods loye towards us poor (inners, even towards eve- 
ry poor ſinful Creature of Mankind, -in that he, by the 
Grace of God, taſted death for every man : in this was 
manifeſted the love of God towards us; becauſe God /ext 
hy en!y begottcn©on into the world that we might livethrough 
him herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and ſent his Son to be-rhe propittation for 
Our fins, 1 Fohn 4.9, 10, Ged [vlovedihe Weld that he 
gave bis onely Legotten Son, &c, Fehn 3.16, This is 
the great (ign of Gods love tous, and itisaneviland 
adulcerous thing to ſeek after any other, Mat. 12 39, 
The Fews requirea ſign, but-we Preach Chriſt crucift- 
£d, Chriſt the power of God, . the great witne(s'and ma- 
niteſtation of his power and googdnef3 toward us> 1 Cor, 


I. 22, 24, and he isthe faitliful witneſs therein of che 
truth 
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truth and faithfulneſs of che father in performing his 
promiſes according to the tenour of them z for he that 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how ſhall he not with him freely give us al! things alto ! 
Iſa, 55. 3, 4. Rom, 8,32. Yeain what he hath ſuffered 
he is the {aithtul witneſs alſo of the freeneis and ardency 
of his own lovetoward us ; his love was fo fervent, as 
that many Waters could not quench it, nor could the 
Flouds drown it; it was ſtrong as, yea. ſtronger then 
Death ; ſuch his Grace, that he laid down hisli'e for 
us, he died for a'/: and ſuch the preciouineſs of his 
Blood, that in the virtue thereot he is raiſed again, hath 
purged away our fins, made peace, flain the enmity, 
broken down the middle wall of partition between God 
and Mankind, taken out of the way alfthar was in ir 
contrary to us, aboliſhed death, and deſtroyed him that 
had the power of death, that is, the Devil, and ob- 
tained into himſelf all Spiritnal Bleſſings in Heavenly 
things, and confirmed a new Teſtament, and everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, Oh what a faithful witneſs is he of the 
greatneſs and fervency of his own and his fathers love! 
and how powerful therefore is the view of him in his 
Croſs, to cure us of our lukewarmneſs ! *do ye thus re- 
quite the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe? is he 
not thy father that hath bought thee? Oh how doth 
this love conſtrain us to love him, 
and to cleave to him with tull purpoſe, to give him our 
hearts, and let our Eyes obſerve his ways ? and how 
doth this incourage and imbolden us to follow him fully, 
who hath delivered us from our enemies, that we might 
ſerve him without fear, and who is become the treaſury 
of all Gods fulneſs, that we might come with boldnefs 
£o the Throne of his Grace, and hold faſt our profcſſi- 
0a? 
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on? Yea, and to return to him when we have fallen by 
our iniquities; for herein he ſheweth us he hath no plea- 
ſure in the death of him that dieth,and ſonot in the death 
and deſtruction of poor, wretched, miſerable, blind, 
naked, luke-warm ones: Oh fear not to come unto, 
and walk before him, and be perle&y ler not your hands 
be ſlack ; by this ye are ſaved, if ye keepin memory 
what at fiſt was declared uMtoyou, unleſs ye believe in 
vain; viz, That Chriſt died for our ſins according to the 
Scriptures, and .5 buried, and that he roſe again the third 
day, according to the Scriptures, 1 Cor. 15.2, 4. 0 fooliſh 
Galatians ( faith the Apoſtle ) who hath beritc*ed you, 
that ye ſhould not obey the Truth { thatye thou'd not con- 
tinue in tunning well, but grow remiſs ) Zefore whoſe 
eyes Feſws Chriſt hath been evidently [et forth crucified 
among you, Gal, 3,1, with Chap, 5.7, —— 

2.T he faith/ul Witneſs and Martyr,as a Peace-preacher, 
who laid down his life in Teſtimony to the Truch of thae 
Goſpel which hereceived from his tather, and declared 
to vs: on this account hegave his back to the ſmiters, 
and his Cheeks to them that plucked off the hair, he 
hid not his {ace from ſhame and ſpitring, he (et his face 
as a flint to iadure whatever afflitions, reproches, per- 
ſecutions, he migit undergo for the truth, for which 
purpoſe hs was born, and to which end he came into 
the world, that he might bear witneſs to the cruth, 
Fohn18, 37.3nd to this he did bear witneſs to the death, 
and ſealed to the cruth o: that Goſpel with his Blood 
This the Apoſtle ſetteth before Timothy to incourage 
him to fight the good fight of taith, that Jeſus Chriſt 
witnefled a good conteſſi»m before Pontins Pilate when 
he knew what things he ſhould ſuffer on that account, 


1 Tims, 6. 12,14. Away with this luke-warmne's, and 
C ler 
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let us come unto, and follow him whitherſoever he go- 
eth, induring hardneſs as good Souldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who p:ofeſs him to be our Captain, the Captain ot our 
Salvation, he hath fet us an example that we (hould fol- 


Tow his ſteps, 2 Tim, 2, T0, 3,8, The Apoſtle (etteth 


bcfore us his being a fait 1 Witneſs in both reſpeats, 
vis, as a Peace maker and Peace-preacher, to provoke us 
ro fervency of Spirit, and demeanour : Let ws, ſaith he, 
(not faintly, 0: fea: "full y £0, but ) ru ( and that nor 
for a. ſeaſon only , out) w.th Paticn, -e, the race {tt be- 
fore us ( as tor our lives, and tor a Crown, an incor- 
ruptible Crown) looking unto Feſus , -—— Wo for 
8he joy ſet vefore | im ind ured th: Croſs, deſpiſine the ſhame, 
and is 10: w ſet down 04 th: right hand of the Thron: »* God : 
For confider him that ind: wed ſuch contradiftion of ſinners 
againſt himſel?, bad Je be wearied and; aint in 10ur minds, 
Heb: 12.1, 3. 

Sudthe rracn itneſs ] in his Teſti nony, in which he 
hath declared what he hath done and the fathers love in 
him, and that he is the 4men, he is the truthir ſelf, and 
his word is the wordot truth, Prov, 8.6, 8, Pſal. 119. 
160. 1 Fobn 5, 20, The truelicht now ſhineth, I Foh: 
3, $, His word was always true, but the truth of it isnow 
maJe more appareat in the preaching of the Goſ- 
pel according tothe revelation of the Myſtery his record 
i5 true concerning all things ; there is no lye of its but 
he is atiue witne'Sin what he {peaketh of God the Fa- 
their, himſelf, the work of the Spirit, Mankind, fin, 
righteouſneſs, judo ement, life; death, and of what he 
is become, and hath for us, Geldtryed in the fire, white 
raiment ; and of che lothſomneſs of this luke: warmneſs 
to him ; theſe things he ſaith, Who & holy, he who & true, 


Rev. 3, 7, He is true and worthy to be liſtened unto, 
and 


"I 
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and believed by us in all his declarations, promiſes, diſ- 
coveries, requirings, inſtruRions, reproots, threats, &c. 
a faithful and true witneſs, who will not lye, one who is 
faithiul co the intereſt of our Souls, Prov. 14. 5, 4 true 
Pi:ne(s, who delivereth Souls from cheir tranſgreſſions, 
wanderings, luke-warmneſles, who hath power to de- 
liver trom fin, Satan, fears, evils, dangers, yea from the 
wrath to come; and is able to ſave to the utmoſt all that 
come to God by him, Prov, 14,25, 1 Thief, 1, 10, Heb, 
7.25. h! hearthe inſtrution, and hearken to the Coun- 
ſel of this true witneſs, that you may be delivered ; he that 
hearkeneth to Counſel & wiſe, that yow may be zealous and 
repent, —— 

The beginning of the Creation of God | He is Lefore all 
things, and by him all things conſiſt, Col, 1. 17, 18, 
the beginning >»ch ot che firſt and old Creation,and that 
both, --— 

1, In giving a being eo it, when it fore-had none, 
it was Gods Creation , but made by him; Gea 
Created all things by Feſus Chriſt, Eph. 3. 9, By him 
were all things created viſible and invifivle, —— All 
thngs were created by him aud for him, Col. 1, 16, heis 
the creator of the ends of the Earth that fainteth nor, 
neither 1s weary, there is no ſearching of his under- 
ſtanding z he knoweth how, and hath unde: ſtintling to 
help us, waen we are faint, dead, dry, decaying, He 
giveth power to the faint, and tothem that have no mich! 
he incr aſeth ſtrength, 1a 40. 27, 29. uh Lerd God, (ai\thi 
the Prophet, Behold theow haſt made the Heaven and tlc 
Earth by thy great power, and ſtretched owt Arm, anathere 
i nothing too hard for thee,” Jer, 22, 17, What cannothe 
do that cieated all things >- (and All things were made by 
him, and without him ws not.auy thing made thet was made, 
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John 1, 1-3.) he canreſtore heat and health, and heat 
us of our wounds, and cure our loathſom diſtempers, 
when our bruite is incurable, and wound grievous, and 
we have no healing Medicines, nor is there any to 
plead our cauſe, that we may be bound up,Fer.30.12,17. 

2. And He i the maker oi the Creation of God, when 
it was marred by mans {ecking out fooliſh inventions : 
The Earth and all the inhabitants thereof were diſſolved, 
he beareth wp the Pillars thereof. Plal, 75, 3. Henpholdath 
all things ly the word of his power, Heb, 1.3, the world 
was made by him, preſerved trom periſhing, and upheld 
when it was marred, fpoiled, and diflolved by the ini- 
quity of Mankind, Fohn 1. 10, and therefore, though 
you have deſtroyed your felves, and deſerved to be re- 
jected, and caſt off, and outfrom his preſence and fa- 
vour for ever; yet in him is your help, neither & there 
Salvation in any other, Afts 4.12, Oh, turnagain unto 
him from whom you have revolted ; He hath made peace 
by the Blood of his Croſs, by hims to reconcile all things 
to bimſelf. Col, 1, 20, 

And he ts the beginning of the new Creation, through, 
and by means of his perſonal abaſement and ſufferings, 
the ( aptain 0! our Saluation was mat perfet through ſuffer- 
irgs.Heb,2.10.]n him there is a comple: tCreation, he & 
the beginning, ihe firſt torn from the dead, that in all things 
he might have the Pygeminencestor it pleal ed the father that 
in him all the f#lneſs ” awell.Col.1.18,19.1n him dwcllth 
all the fulne[s of the Godhead bodily, and in him we are com- 
pleat ( compleatly prepared for, and furniſhed with all 
furniture) who #3 the head of all Principality and Power. 
Col: 2. 9, 10, In him'our Nature is teſtored again into 
the Image of God, after a moreglorious manner then 
ever it was made in the firſt publick man, and ſothere 
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is in him a compleat and perfe& proviſion of all things 
that may tend to cur being brought back to God in 
our own perſons, and {o madenew Creatures, as every 
one is that 1s ia k:m , becauſe hedicd for all, and roſe 
again, Fa. 3.9 Epheſ. 2.10,2 (or, 5. 14, 17. there 
iS ia him juſtification and acquicttance from the guilt of 
our fiſt ſin and liniulnels 4, So 45 all that have ſinned, and 
are come ſhort of the Clary of God, are juſtified freely by his 
Grace, through the Fed-mption that is in (Chriſt Feſus, Rom. 
4 & 3. 23, 2.. and he hath obtained forgiveneſs 


2 s 4% 


J 
of our p2z{on.l {:15, gifts for men, yea for the rebellious 
2!fo, healing of our diſeaſes, decays deadneſles : Goldto 
inrich poor, wretched miſerable ones; white Raiment 
ro cover our ſhamefu! nakednels, eye-ſalv2 to cure our 
blindneſs, and dimfightedneſs, Spirit to quicken and 
inliven us, and to put hear into, and recover luke-warm 
ones: The laſt Adam was made a quickening Spirit, tO 
quicken thole ti1ar are dead in treſpaſles 2nd (11S, 1 Co-, 
I5. 45, there is in him perte&ion for every man, Col, 
1, 28, he hath by his Blood obtained eternal redewp- 
cion, forgiveneſs ot ou: fins for eyer,by that one offering 
of his body offcred once tor a!l, and the recovery of our 
loſs, even of all the Glory of God, of which we came 
{:o:t by finning againſt God, he hath reftored chat which 
he took not away, Heb, 9. 12, ſo as that in him thereis 
helpfulneſs and Salvation for us, when we have rendred 
our (elves vile, and brought our ſelves into a loathſorre 
condition; he is the foun&aippa of life,of living waters, of 
Grace and truth, the treaiury and ſtore- houſe ot all Gocs 
tulneſs for us,that he may diſpenſe thereof to us according 
£0 Our various wants and capacities,and that of his tulacfs 
we may receive,and Grace for Grace:indeed he is the be- 


inning and end of this new Creation, the Author and 
finiſher 


. 
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finiſher of the faith, whoſe hands have laid the foundati- 
on, and whoſe hands (hall finiſh it, and he ſhall bring up 
the top-ſtone with thouting, and crying Grace, Grace to 
it, Rev. 1, 8, 11, Zech, 4.7, 9, Heb. 12.2, — 

This is the Counſeller, the Counſ:Iler of peace, that 
giverh this gracious and uſeful Counl:1, on him refteth 
the Spirit o! Counſel and might, and his name is Fonder- 
ful, Counſeller,the M:zhty God, the Everlaſting father, 
the Prince of peace, one wao died for us,ang in his Croſs 
and Teſtimony,the Amer,the faithfuland True 117 neſs of 
of the fathers graciouſnels and taithiulne(s, 254! lum in 
whom all che promiſesare eſt:v}1ſhed and alcertained, and 
the beginning of the Creation of God, one in whom is all 
help, and healing forus, 7s.11. 2,3, & 9.6. 0b that ne 
may hear his Connſeland receive his ir{/ruttion,that nt may 
be wiſe inthe latter end! Prov, 8 14 & 19, 20, 

2, We have next to confider,aid (peak to thre perſon or 
perſons counſclled, both whom, and what manner of 
Perſons, this blefled Counſcller, 2iveth this ncedtul and 
g00d Counſel to, +-—— 

1, To whom, and that is direRly and exprefly to the 
Angel of the Church of the Laodiceans (a Chuich till 


our Saviour calleth jt, though ic was ſo great'y polluted, 


that it was threatned to be [pued out of the ir.outh of 
Chriſt: And ſo the Corinthians, ro wiom tle Apoſtle 
writeth, are called the Church of Go? at Corznth, con- 
cerning whom, or ſome amongſt thei, the Ap-:ſtie thus 
ſpeaketh, i fear leaſt whers 1 come 1 ſhall nor find 10u (uch 
4s I won!d and that I (hall be found nts 194 ſuch as you 
wou'd 1icts, lraft there be debates, envjti.os, nraths, tries, 
backb, tings, wiſperings, [wellings, tumults, and left when 1 
come again my God wil! humble me among you, and that I 
ſhall Lewail many mhich have ſinned already, and have net 

repented 


A 
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repented of the uncleanneſs, and fornication, and laſcivi- 
ouſneſs which they have committed, 2 Cor. 1,1, wth 
Chap. 12, 20, 21. ſee alſo Gal, 1, 2, Rev. 3, 1,2. 
2 theſ, 2, 4. Torhe Angel of this Church he dire&ly 
ſpeaketh ) that is, to their Meſſenger or Meſſengers, 
_Mal_ 2,7, Rev, 2, 24, tO thoſe that were over them in 
the Lord, and did, or {houid go before them in the word 
ot the Lord, Chap, 1, 20. and this Coun{:: is given to 
the Angel in the fi: ſt place, | 

Becauſe by their office and furniture they are Mini- 
ſters of Chi1ſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of God; 
and it is required of then fat they be found faichful in 
communic2tiag to othe:s, what is given and imparted 
to them for their good, 1 Cor, 4, i, 2, They are ſer to 
watch for the Souls of 6. ht15, as they that muſt give an ac- 
count, Heb. 13. 17, 

And to them firſt to ſtgnifie, that rhey are fiiſt ro re- 
receive trom Ch:1ſt what they give and communicate 
to others ; they alioare to be {wift to hear flow to ſpeak: 
that they may (peak his worc's they are firſt to kear what 
he ſpeaket!! to them, and to ea* tus words, conſider 
them, digeſt them, mccCitare on them, Receive in they 
Heart all the word: 5 ibeake:h unto them in his Teſtimony, 
and h:ar them withthe- ears, and then 20 2ad {pexk to 
his people, and caute them to hear his words, that fo 
they 89 not betore they are ſent, for what have they 
worthy communicating, but what they receive? Ez*x, 
3.7, 10, £3, 1,3,10, 11, 17, Rev; 10.9, 

And to them becaule they themſelves might be 
polluted with this diſtemper, and be lukewarm, and 
through their ſlothiulneſs and negligence , doing the. 
work of the Lord ne2ligently, chey might be ſome oc- 


caſton of this diſtemper inthe Church, as our Saviour 
fgnifieth 
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ſignifieth, that while the ſervants alſo ſlept, the enemy 
came and ſowed tares, Matr, 13,25, And to them 
firſt might this Epiſtle be ſent, and counſel given, that 
they might judge and take ſhame to themſelves, and 
receive reproof , and be recovered; and when they 
them(clvesdid repent, and were converted, they might 
be inſtruments of returning, reſtoring, and ſtrengthen- 
ing their brethren, as Lok, 22. 32, 

And yet alſo this counſel was given to the whole 
Church in Laodicea, as appeareth, in that Jcſus Chriſt 
giveth inſtruRtion to Fohn that whar he ſaw he ſhould 
write in a book, and ſerd ie unto the Seven Churches 
whicharein Aſie, unto Epheſus — and unto Laedicea : 
Yea the inſtruction and counſe! given to this Church is 
needful to be minded, and coniidered by the reficue of 
the Churches; yea and co be heard by every one that 
hath an Ear as is ſignified Rev, 3,22. He that hath an 
Ear let him bear what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, — 

2, And to what manner ot perſons this counſel is 
Piven, we may be helped to ſee and underſtand in what 
ftolloweth, —— 

Verſ. 15. 1 know thy works, ] By [| knowing | here, 
i5 not only meant, a ſeeing and underſtanding what they 
were, and of what nature ; for (o he feeth and know- 
eth al things, Foh, 21,17. Nor atall an owning and 
approving them: Indeed the word {[ know } doth ma- 
ny times fignify, approve, as, the Lord knowerb the 
way of the :ighteous 3 he owneth ic, and will preſerve 


tt forever, as oppoſed to the periſhing of the way of the 


ungodly. Pſal, 1.6. And ſo the Lord k»ew:ih them 
chat are his, that come unto, and abide upon the foun- 


dation of God, 2 Tim, 2. 19, So 1 Cor, 8, 3. Foh, 


x©, 37, Butin this ſenſe, he did not know their works, 
fog 
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for their works were not perfe&beforehims as Rev, 3» 
2, But hereby | know } is meant, 1 take notice off, 
and wiſtly obſerve thy works ; I conſider them, and che . 
nature and quality of them : In this ſenſe ir is often ro 
be taken both as with reſpe& to God and men: So with 
reſpe& to God, and by him it is ſaid, Hef. 13.5, 14id 
know thee in the Wilderneſs ; namely, he did then take 
notice of them, to provide for them, and take care of 
them; and rebuke and chaſten them as need was: So 
the Plalmiſt, ic ſeemerh, uſeth conſidering, and know- 
ing , as words of a like fignification, when he faith, 
thou haſt conſiatred my trouble, thou haſt known my 
ſoul in adverſities, Pſal. 31,7. So with reſpe& to men, 
As, not knowing ( minding, conſidering, taking no- 
tice) that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repen- 
trance. Row, 2. 4, SOit is uſed in this ſenſe in the be- 


inning of every of the meſſages tothe Churches: And. 


in that he ſaith, 1 know,” I rake notice of thy works, 
he ſignifieth, 

1, That he doth nor paſs ſentence upon men, or 
their works, he doth not approve, or reprove, till firſt 
he confidereth their works he taketh notice of them, 
and pondereth all their goings, before he juſtifieth, or 
condemneth, Prov. 5,21, Hence in every of the E- 
piſtles to the Seven Churches, after he direReth them, 
and giv«cth a deſcription of himſelf , he firſt ſaith, 7 
know thy works, Rev, 2.2,9, 13, 19, chap. 3.1, 8,15, 
The Lord s a God of jndgment, and by bim Attions are 
weighed, 1 $4, 2. 3. So when the cry of Sodom was 
great, and their fin grievous, he (aith, I will go down 
now, and ſet vhether th:y have done altogether according to 
the cry of it 1":ch is com: nnto me, andif not 1 will know, 
Gen, 18. 2;, He is excellent in power, and in judement, 
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and in plenty of juſtice, he will not afflic# ; men ao therefore 


fear bim. Feb 37. 23,24, And this is for inſtruQtion to | 


us, that we ſhould tot rep:ove, or fault another, ill 
we conſider what his wi:rks are, and know and take nos» 
tice that they are fuch as are condemnable by. the light 
of the glorious Goipel ; but ro be imitatours of 
Chriſt Jeſus according to the inſtruftiuns of his 
Grace, m——— 

2. Inthat he ſaith, 7 know thy works, he fgnifieth his 
love to us, and care of vs; ſuch 1s his loveand kind- 
neſs towards us that he confidereth our works, that if 
they benot perte&t before him, andin his fight, he may 
rebuke us, and not ſuffer fin upon us. Lev. 19, 17, 
So great is his charity towards us that he covereth our 
fins, ſo as to ſeek and purſue our good; and ſuch is his 
charity, that it leadeth him to take rootice of cur works, 
that when need is he may reprove us; and ſanQily, 


- and cleanſe us with the waſhing of water by the word, 


So when he declareth his love and faithfulneſs rowards 
Iſrael, he ſaith, 1 have been a rebukey of them all, and 
addeth, 1 know, 1 take notice of Ephraim, and Iſrael is 
zot hid from me: —— They will not frame their deings to 
turn nntothe Lord, Hoſ, 5.2, 4. 

3. Heherein gives us to underſtand whoſe works he 
knoweth eſpecially, and taketh notice of ; Iknowſ[ 1by] 
works; their works that have had means and advanta- 
ges, He knowethnot, in this ſenſe mens works, till he 
preventeth them with his goodneſs; he looketh not to 
gather Grapes of Thornes,nor Figs of Thiſtles;he know- 
eth that in us, as of ns dwelleth no good thing ; and that 
oor works muſt needs be evil,and unprofitable before his 
Grace bringeth ſalvation to men, as it doth to all men 
a due time. Titw 2,11, But when he hath vouch- 
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ſafed ſome means, and afforded ſome light to men, then 
he looketh down from Heaven to ſee if there be any that 
underſtand, and ſeek after God, Pſal,14.2. He faſhion- 
eth mens hearts alike, and (then) he conſtdereth all their 
works, Pſal, 33.15, But eſpecially when men are 
brought unto, and planted in his Vineyard, then he 
pondereth what their doings are: He expecteth thar 
there ſhould be ſome return from them ſuitable to the 
means uſed, pains taken, and care exerciſed towards 
and about them, So he faith, for inſtruion to us al- 
ſoz Behold ( mind this well, and give attention to it ) 
theſethree years I come ſeeking Frait of this Fig-tree, Luk. 
13.7, So when he telleth us what he had done to his 
Vineyard, that he fenced it, ard gathered out the ſtones 
thereof, and planted it with the choiceſt Vine, and built 4 
Towre in the midſt of it, and alſo made « wine-preſs there- 
in, he addeth, and be looked that it ſhould bring forth 
Grapes, Iſa, 5.1.2. Matt. 21.33, 37. He taketh no- 
tice of them eſpecially, whether there be with them the 
work of faith, and labour of loves he expeReth thar 
that earth which is ſoincioſed, and ordered ; and which 
drinketh in therain that oſt cometh upon ir,ſhould bring 
torth hetbs meet for him by whom it is drzſſed,even the 
werk and labour of love,that it may receive further bleſ(- 
ſing from God, Hes, 6.7,10. His eye is continually upon 
his Church and Churches , as to preſerve , and de- 
liver them from evil, and to diſpence to them whatever 
may fit them for fruitfulneſs before him, that they may 
ſhew forth his praiſes who hath called them out of dark- 
neſs into his matyellous light : So to obſerve what im- 
refſion his Grace hath upon them, how it is received 

by chem, and what it produceth in them z or whether 
it be received in vainz That ſo he may rebuke and chaſten 
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them, as he doth, as many as he loveth, Rev, 3, 19, You 
only. ſaith he, have 1 known of all the families of the 
earth, therefore will I paniſh you for all your tranſereſsions, 
Ames. 3. 2, Hence when Jobs in viſton ſaw Chriſt in 
the micſt of the Seven Candleſticks, he (:ith, his eyes 
were 45 a flame of fire Rewv.1.14. To denote unto us 
thepiercingneſs of them, and that he is very exact, and 
obſervant in his inſpetions amongſt the Clurches, to 
ſee and take notice what their rzorks are; and ro mani- 
feſt the evil of what he doth reprove amongſt them 
tor gnſwerable to the greater priviledges and advantages 
they have above others, accordingly he doth expect 
more from them , unto whom much is given, of them ſhall 
much be required; and to whom men have committed much, 
of them they will azk the more. Luk, 12.48, 

4. And herehe fignifieth what he knoweth, and ta- 
keth notice of, thy [works] not their proteſſion only ; 
Men may profeſs te know God, truſt in him. love him, 
cleave to him, and yet in works deny him, being abom1- 
nable, and diſebedient, aud ts euery good work reprobate 
and woid of judement, Titws 1. 16, Men may ſay they 
believe the Teſtimony of God concerning Chriſt,. yea, 
they may be perſwaded of the goodneſs and truth ot its 
and have ſome love to it, and hold it forth as their 0- 
pinion, and plead for it againſt yppoſers ; and yet nor 
{0 receive the love of the truth as to be ſaved thereby, 
or to ſuffer it to work effeCtual}y in therw, and to bring 
forth the work of faith, and labour of love, as it doth 
ia thoſe that heartily receive it, and ſuffer it to dwell 
richly in them. 1 Theſ.1,3, & 2.13. But what doth 
28 profit, my Brethren, ſaith the Apoſtle, though a max 
ſay he hath faith, and have not works 8 Faith if it have not 
works (its proper works ) is dead, beingalone, Fam, 
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2.14,26, They are not mens pretences and profeſſions 
ſimply, he taketh notice of, but whether the word of 
God be received by them as it is in truth the word of 
God, ſo as to work effeRually in them, ro redeem 
them from their iniquities, and turn them ro God from 
Idols, and to fulfill in them che whole good pleaſure of 
God's goodneſs, and the work of faich with power: 
And were the faith, the word of faith, believed with 
the lieart, it would work by love, as from God's love 
as the motive of it, (oin the exerciſe of love toward 
Chriſt and Godin him, ſoasto part with all as loſs and 
dyng for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, 
that ghey might win him, and be found in himy and to- 
wards men, and brethren. Galat.5: 6, And truly he 
is one who knoweth mens works, and without reſpe& 
of perſons judgeth according thereto. 1 Pet, 1, 17. 
Men may appear to be (omewhat when they are no- 
thing, and profeſs themſelves 19 Lelieve on the name of 
the onely b:gotten Sow of God, while notwithſanding they 
love darkneſs ( their (ins and vanities ) rather then light. 
Foh. 3.18, 19. They may have a great many leaves 
upon them, and make a fair face in the fleſh, while yer 
their works may not be upright before him : But theſe 
he taketh natice off, as here he ſaith, 7 know thy 
Works, — 

But what did heobſerve in his taking notice of their 
works, and pondering tem ? 

Surely he ſaw that their works were not perfe&t before 
him, and thence ſaith, and obſerveth. -— 

That than art neither cold, nor hot. ] Not cold, there 
was ſti]] ſome profeſſion of the faith with them, ſome 
ſeeking God, waiting upon him, and approching to 
him; chey had not wholly left off all profeſſed wor- 
ſhipping 
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ſhipping of him, and calling ypon his name, but ſtill 
reckoned themſelves Chriſtians 5 they might ill read, 
and hear, and pray, and ſpeak one to another, and have 
ſome ule of the ordinances of Chriſt among them, and 
have a form of godiineſs, they had not wholly and 
proteſſedly letr off the thing that was good, but there 
was lome warmth with them ſtillz and they might, 
and did ſurely aſſemble chemſelves together, for they 
were yet reckoned by Chriſt a Churchot his, a Golden- 
candleſtick, that did in ſome meaſure receive, and bear 
forth the light; yea, there mighc appear with them a 
great deal of tervency in their outward profeſſions, and 
behaviours of themſelves : They were nat cold. 

Nor hot. | Not zealous, werſ, 19, Not fervent in 
ſpirit ſerving the Loxd, Rom. 12,11, Their hearts did 
net burn within them, Luk. 24.32. They were not in- 
flamed with love to him, and the things of his king- 
dome : Or, as conſidering the ſcope of the place, they 
were not hot, that is, they did nor ſo value Chriſt, and 
the thiags above where Chriſt licteth at the right hand 
of God, the things moſt excellent, that durable riches 
and righteouſneſs in Chriſt, as to buy them, witha re- 
liaquiſhing and ſelling all char they had ; they did nor 
{o highly value Jeſus Chriſt chat pearl of great price as 
co part with their fins and idols, and to go on to count 
all but loſs and dung, that they might be made parta- 
kers of him, to hate Father and Mother, Wite and 
Children, Brethren and Siſters, yea and their own lives 
alſo for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſus, and to take up their 
croſs and follow him, That this is here meant by [ bot ] 
appeareth, by the counſel he giveth them, 7 conſe! thee 
tobuyof meGold &c, And by the reaſon and end of bis 
rebuking and chaſteaing them, that chey might be = 

ous 


Lukewarm Chriſtians. 27 


Jous, and that their zeal might be exercifed and eviden- 
ced in receiving and obeying that counſel, | and ſo in 
buying. werſ. 19, And by his call to them, and defire 
of their attentions behold I band at the door and knock, 
verſ,20, He was not readily received, it ſeemeth, but 
the door was ſhut againſt him, and ſomewhar elfeenter- 
tained in his room and ſtead; and he was fain to knock 
for admiflion and entrance, and to ſtand there, till his 
head was filled with dew, and his locks with the drops 
of the night, as Cayt. 5, 2, While they gave their 
love to others, and took in others inſtead of their hus- 
band, and imbraced the boſome of a Stranger: This 
was the heat they were deſtitute of, and in this ſenſe 
they were not het; they did not forſake all things for 
Chriſt Jeſus; they were as filly doves without hearr, 
profeſſedly waiting upon God, but yet retaining fin in 
their hands, or double mindedneſs in their hearts. Hof, 7. 
1, Or they were ſeeking their own things, their praiſe, 
honour, glory, name, or roeftabliſh a righteonſneſs ro 
themſelves; and though they might appear to be, and 
might be zealous, yetnotin a good matter, Gal. 4. 18, 
They were like to a man that hearing of an excellent 
commodity at ſuch a Mart, or Market, goeth thereto g 
he is not ſo cold as to ſtay at home, but taketh ſo much 
pains as to go to the place where it may be had, and 
looketh upon it, and liketh it, and heareth delightful. 
ly what is ſpoken in commendation of it, and taketh 
delight in approching to it ; but yet he is not ſo hot as to 
come upto the price of it, thongh he may bid ſome- 
what, and be willing to part with ſomething; yet he 
hath not ſuch an high eſtimate of, and affeion to it, 
as to preferr it before a other things, and to purchaſe it 
how dear ſoever it be : Truly ſuch an one though he be 
not 
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not cold, yet he is not het ; ſucha man is hot that is re- 
ſolved to have ſuch a conimodity whatever it coſt him, 
that ſpareth no pains or coſt : In ſuch a ſenſe they were 
not hot; they werenot ſo cold as wholly to deſiſt from 
a profeſſed waiting at Wiſdom's poſtes, bur they mighr 
come and fit betore God as his people, and hear his 
words; andit might be as a lovely and pleaſant (ſong to 
hear what was ſpoken in the praiſe and commendation 
of that Gold tried in the fire &c, Bur ſtill their hearts 
went aftey their covetouſneſs, or their pride, and high 
thoughts of themſelves ; they conceited themſelves to 
be rich and encreaſed with goods, and therefore did not 
forſake a/l that they had for Chriſt; they did not ſo 
highly prize him, nor ſoardently affe& him as to count, 
and go on to count, all other things as dung and dogs 
meat in compariſon of him. Exzek, 33. 31,32. Oh ler 
us ſearch and try our hearts inthe light of God's teſti- 
mony, and ſeeit wealſo be not ſuch manner of perſons, 
ſuch Lukewarm ones, as theſe were to whom this coun- 
{el was given; the teſtimony of Chriſt, the perfe& law 

of liberty, is a faithful glaſs, that giveth a true and im- 
partial diſcovery of all things and perſons ; it pierceth 

even tothe «iliding aſunder ef $0-l an1 Spirit, and Foints 

and Marrow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart. Heb, 4.12, Therein let us ex2mine our 

ſelves, and not truſt to our own hearts, or lean to our 

own underſtandings, for the heart is deceitful and deſpe- 

rately wicked above all things z and he that truſteth 

therein is a700l: Our wiſdom, and underſtanding will 

pervert us, and make us believe ve ate hot, when indeed 

we are but {ubcwarm: We may (ſeem hot in hearing, in 

praying, in conferring, in conten.ling for the faith of 

che common Salvation, in trequenting the aſſemblies 
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of Gods people, in ſpeaking one to another, and to 0- 
thers: we may have a form of Knowledg, and appear 
zealous in viſiting other Societies of Gods people, and 
take much pains, and be at much coſF; yea, we may 
laviſh Gold out of the Bag, and weigh Silver in the 
Ballance z and as the Apoſtle faith ia another caſe, give 
all our goods to feed the poor, and for pious uſes, and 
yet be but lukewarm ſtill,and ſer up the ſtumbling block 
of our iniquity before our eyes, and do all this todeck 
our Idol -with; we may not be hot notwithſtanding all 
this, not willing to be redeemed fromour iniquities, or 
love to our Idols ; and though we may appear tervent, 
yet not be (o in ſeeking and ſerving the Lord, but be 
ſeeking our own things, our own name, praiſe, applauſe, 
the lite of our own hands; we may be deſirous of vain 
Glory, or do theſe things to conſume upon our luſts : 
Oh let us come to the light of the Lord, and therein 
view our (elves, our hearts and ways, and as therein our 
Lukewarmaeſs is diſcovered, let us cleanſe our ſelves 
therefrom in the light and ſtrengch of Gods Grace, 
which bringeth Salvation to all men, 2 Cor. 7,1. 

This is the iniquity, the provoking iniquity of thoſe 
in Gods Church, in his Vineyard, that they arenot Hot; 
fer though they cannot heat themſelves, but muſt 
be heated with a Cole from his Altar yet unto, and in 
in their turning ar his reprools, aad letting go the things 
faulted, and diſcovered to be evil and unprofitable 
He would pour out his Spirit to thews , and mate known 
his words, which areas fire, and would even make their 
hearts burn within them, Prov, 1, 23, With Fer. 23, 29. 
_ 24, 32, Thelight of Iſrael would be as a fire unto 
them, 
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And this is that he expecteth from thofe in hisChurch, 
nor only that they be nut Cold, but that they be As',not 
on'y that they hear, pray, aſſemble, conterr, approch to 
him,and baveaname among #hcGhurches,that they 1;we 
( which they may have while they aredead) Rev. 3. 1. 
but thac they have ſuch an eſtimate of Chriſt, and the 
things of him, as to count all other things but vile and 
unprofitable in compariſon of him; and ſo, that they 
be hot in buying the truth with (elling all chat they have: 
ſuch is the excellency of this bleſſed Treaſure prefented 
before tkem, and commended to them and ſuch ad- 
vantages they have in the Church to ſee the Beauty and 
Gloty of it, and to hear of its preciouſneſs in their aſſem- 
blings together, and ſuch their ſe]lowithips fOgether, 
that they might have heat begotten, preſerved and in- 
creaſed among them, Eccleſ. 4. 11, and therefore he ex- 
pecteth from them that they ſhould be zealous, he may 
ſay to themas to his Vineyard of old, What could have 
been done more to my Churches that I have not done 
ig them, that they might have counted all chings as 
loſs for my ſake, even the things moſt gainful, and been 
filled with zeal as hot as fire, in ſeeking che knowledge 
and enjoyment of me, and promoting the things of my 
Kingdom, even wit! ſuch zeal as would have conſumed 
them, and made them ready and willing to forſake and 
forget all for me? and when notwichſtanding all his 
goodneſs and graciouſneſs to them, they are ſtill deſti- 
rute of this heat, and ardency of affection to him, oh, 


this incenſeth him againſt them, and provoketh him to + 


anger, who is ſlow thereto? and ſo much is ſignified to 
ns in what followeth. 

I wou'd thou wert Cold or Hot, } AsSit he ſhould ſay, 

I cannot away with this temper, or diſtemper of thine, 

as 
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35 Yer, 16, it is very offenſive and provoking to me, and 
therefore I wiſh thou wert rid of thy loathſom temper, 
and wett either Col4 or Hot : It is ſomewhat like to 
what Elijah ſaith to the 1ſractites, why halt ye between twa 
opinions > if God be God follow him, but if Baal then follow 
him, 1 Kings 18, 21, Or like to the ſaying of 7oſbuah, 
If it {cems evil to you to ſerve the Lord ( in ſincerity and 
trath, with a putting away the Gods which your fathers ſer- 
ved) chnſe you this day whom you will ſerve, whether the 
the Gods which your fathers ſerved that were on the other 
ſide of the flood, or the Goas of the Amorites,in whoſe Lands 
ze aw:ll> Jolh, 24. 14,15. As if he ſhould ſay, de not 
make a (hey of ſerving the Lord, while rogether there- 
with you do indeed ſerve your Idols : But either be hot 
in ſerving him onely and ſincerely, and put away; and 
renounce your Idols; or elſe be Cold, nd leave off 
your profeſied waiting on him, and follow ſuch other 
Gods ' as you {hall chuſe, this neutrality and in- 
differency is very diſpleafing and unbearable ro 
him in his Church and Vineyard z this Samaritaniſme 
in which men fear the Lord, and ferve their own 
Gods, and indeed it is reputed by him as not fear- 
ing him ar all, .2 Kings 17, 32, 34. His Grace in- 
ſtructeth, moveth, and ſtrengtheneth us, to love 
and cleave to him with all our Heart, Soul, Mind 
and ſtrength, Mark 12, 29, 3o, but when the 
heatt is divided, then ſhall men befound faulty, Hof, 
IO, I2, 

Bit here we might for our uſefulneſs propoſe theſe 
two Queſtions, 


Queſtion 1. whether ſeeing this Faithful Connſel!cr, 
wilheth that they were either Cold or Hot, t be alike to him 
E 2 which 
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which of them they were ? or whether it were all one to him 
whether they were Cold or Hot ? 


An{wer No ſurely, he is not indifferent herein, he 
woul'' rather they were Hot in b»ying the Truth, and gi- 
vin hearty entertainment to him, and therefore he 
counſeileth them, To luy of hins. Gold: tried inthe fire, 
that they might be 11ch, Ver. 18, And theretore bere- 
buketh them ( ſharply reproveth them ) and chaſteneth 
them , that they' might be zealous and repent, Ver, 19, 
And therefore he ſtandeth at the door and'knocketh, that they 
might open u#to him, receive him,and entertain hin hearts- 
ly, Ver. 20, Nor. was it alike to the Prophet. ( when 
he reproveth the ſraelites tor halting between two op- 
nions ) whether they followed God or Baal, for he 
earneſtly defired that they might joynto, and heartily 
and ſincerely follow the Lord God of 1/rael, and to tha 
end Prayeth, Hear me, O Lord; hear me; that this peo- 
ple may know that thou art the LoxdGod, and that thou haſt 
turned titir heart back again, 1. Kings 18. 37. And the 
like we may ſay of Feſhnab, Chap. 24. 15, Chriſtis in 
the boſome of the tather, and knoweth his heart and 
thoughts, and hath revealed that God is not willing that 
an; man ſhould periſh, bat that al! ſhonld come to repentance, 
2Pete3 9.and ſtill heis more unwilling that any of thoſe 
little ones, that have raſted of his graciouſneſs,ſhould pe- 
rih; becauſe he is the Saviour of all men,eſpecially of 
them that believe, Mat.18, 11, 1 7iw.4.10, He is ac- 
quainted with,and is the faithful and true witneſs of,the 
fincerity and ardency of the fathers love and compaſhon 
£0 all, while it is called to day,that he would have all men 
to be ſaved,and come to the knowledge of the truth y for 
God ſent him not into the world to condemn the world, ent that 
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the wirld through vim might Le ſaved, 1 Tim, 2, 4,6, with 
John 3. 17, God hath no pleaſure, none at all, neither 
ſecret nor re-raled inthe death of the wicked, but raiker that 
they ſhou'd turn and live, Ezek, 11,23, 32. and he and 
Chriſt Jeſus are one and theretore the Amen, the 
fai'bful and true Witneſs is not indifferent whether his 
Churches, and thoſe in them be Cold or Hot ; but he is 
one that hath pleaſure inuprightneſs, and loveth that 
thoſe in his Church ſhould cleave to him with iull pur- 
poſe, and give him their hearts, and would that they 
ſhould be wholly and altogether his: tro whoſe mind allo 
the Apoſtle Paw was framed, when Agrippa ſaid, almoſt 
thou perſwadeſt me to bea Chriſtian, 1 would to God, 
[aith he, that not only thou, but all that hear me, were both 
almoſt, and altegether ſuch as I am, and not ſo indifferent 
as he was, As 26, 29, And this the Apoſtle alſo deſired 
with underſtanding ,as knowing Gods good will towards 
all men was, that they ſhould heartily receive the love 
of the truth : had he been of the mind of ſome men, 
that God hath a ſecret Will concurring with the de- 
ſtruction of the greateſt pait of Mankind in a perſonal 
conſideration, he could never in taith have poured our 
ſuch a wiſh to God for all them that heard him; but 
knowing God is love, and that he hath manifeſted him- 
{cIf{o to be in giving his Son by his Grace to taſte death 
for every man; from hence his hearts defire and prayer 
ro God for them was, That thy mizht be ſaved from 
thelr iniquitits and vanities, 2s Rom, 10, 1, 3, And 
thareſore thus Chriſt Jeſus ſpeakerth, to ſhew hitm [01 
abominable their preſent temper was to him. * 


Queſtion 2. Whether it be better for the Churches, or 


thoſe therein to be Cold then Lukewarm, it i better with- 
prt 
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0:t Controverſ\ to be Hot, and fervent in Spirit, in ſeeking 
ard ſerving the Lerd, and diligently purſuing the things 
of ls Kingdom : but wh:th:x it be better for Lukewarm ones 


tobe Cold * 


falwer. Tivly properly and fully it is not better to 
be Ceid then Lukewarm , for neither is good ; bur it 
is wo:ſe to be Lwyberarmin Gocs Vineyard, and more 
2bominable to him, and in hisaccouat, who judgeth 
rizhteouſly then to be Cold, a::d (0 to be Coldis not 
{0 bad, in ſome reſpe&s as to be Lukewarm ; For, 

1, The iniquity of Lukewarmneſs in his Churches 
is more provoking in his fight , becauſe the Clouds do 
more abundantly Rain Rainupon them that come into, 
and frequent the Aſſemblies of Gods people, thenupon 
thoſe who are Cod, and come not amongſt them, and 
they oft drink in the Rain that cometh upon them z 
they have more advantages given to them then others, 
and more opportunities to hear, and be acquainted with 
the excellency of Chriſt, and the inriching nature of 
that Gold tried in the fire, and therein, and therewith to 
ſee the vileneſs of their ſins, and vanity of their Idols, 
wiſsom, works of Righteouſneſs, high thoughts, and 
conceits of themſclves, that they might tarnto-God 
from all their Idols, and have their Hearts drawn off 
from all otker ObjeRs,and united to Chriſt Jeſus: hence 
thoſe that-are among his people, do zn their evils over- 
paſs the deeds of the wicked. Jer, 5.21,28, Soitis (aid, 
That Manifleh made Judah , and the Inhalitants of Jeru- 
ſalem to ds worſe then the Heathen, not ſimply as tamatter 
of fa#, but worſez becauſe the Lord ſpate to them and his 
people (by his Prophets) but they won!a not hear, 2 Chron. 
33. 9, 19. Hence oftentimes this is declared as anaggra- 

vation 
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vation of the iniquity of Go4 people, that they fin un- 
der ſuch advantages, and in the enj»ymeut of ſuch nigh- 
nels, means 2nd opporwnities : therefore the Lord ſaith 
concerning the Pii: ts and Prophets: Tea in mine houſe 
have I found thiur wictedneſs, &c, Jer. 23. 11.and 21, 
14, I5. lia. 66. 4. and anſ{weravle to the greatneſs of 
their iniquity, as being thus 2ggravited, anſwerable will 
be thei: judgment, lo perliſting , yea, and more (wiftly 
will God proceed againſt tl;em, eſpecially now when 
more cleai light then tormerly is vouchſated: he that was 
grieved tourty years with his people in former times, 
was provoked after three yea:s in latter; becauſe of the 
unfruit-ulneſs of thoſe in his Vineyard, to (ay, Cut ic 
down, why cumbreth it the ground ? So he here threat- 

neth he will ſpue them out ot kis mouth, and according- 

ly he may have (o done withthis Church long fince : 

Thou Cap+rnaum, faith our Saviour, thet a t -xalted to 

Heaven, ſhalt be brought dewn to Hell for if the mighty 

Works wh:ch have b:en done i thee had been done inSodum, 

it would lave remained antil this day x but 1 ſay wnto you it 
ſhall be more tollerale for the Land of Sodom at the day of 

Fandgmen', then for you. Mat, 11. 20, 24. That Earth 

w' ic ( driyketh in the Rain that 07 coma! upon it, ana'yet) 

beareth Briars and Thorns,ts rejefed,and nigh unto Curſing, 

whoſe end 15 '0 b- burned, Heb. 6.8, 

2, It is worle to be Lubewarm. in Gods Vineyard; 
then Cold; becauſe thoſe that are Cold may ſooner te 
made (enftble of their Condition, and fall down unler 
reproofs, and be made to perceive the (adneis of the 
ſtate they abide in, or have brought themſelves into 
by their departure then Lukewarm ones.z When per- 
ſons ate Lykewarm they are ready to lay, Ahg,weare 


walm, we have ſeen the fire; bleſled be the Lord for 
we. 
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weare rich, and increaſed with Goods, and have need of 
nothing, they are highly conceited of their good Con- 
dition, and think, and (ay they are hot enoughalready, 
they arein agood temperate Condition, and need not to 
come nearer the fire Seeſt thou a man wiſe in his cwn Eyes, 
there is more hope of a fool (of i braitith perſon that hath no 
uncerſtinding ) then of him, Prov, 26. 12, Their good 
cannot ſo eaſily be ſought and effeRed, as the good of 
thoſe may that are Co/d, and who have outwardly left 
off their formeyprofeſſion; for the Lukewarm ones ate 
ready to fill their mouths with Arguments, and to plead 
their own Innocency, and to ſtop their ears trom hearing 
faithful reproof; they have excuſes at hand ; they can 
preſently ſay, Whezefore are ye jealous of us ? Or why 
find ye tault with us ? What would you have us todo? 
We are not Cold, we read, hear, pray in our families, 
frequent Aſſemblies, uſe the Ordinances of Chriſt, and 
are called by his Name; they ate ready to thank God 
they are not like other men, or like to what they them- 
{elves ſometimes were, and not onely juſtifie themſelves 
herewith before men, but indeavour ſo to do before God 
alſo ; they not only weary men but God alſo with clear- 
ing themſelves, and pleading for themſelves, and take it 
ll at vis hands, and are even angry that he doth not ap- 
' prove them, 'and hear their Prayers, and grant their re- 
queſts, So when the Lord fent the Prophet to reprove 
his people, he acquainteth and telleth them they were 
not Cod, anc! that they had this to plead for them(eIves, 
and excuſe themſelves withall,that they might ſtill hold 
faſt deceit, and refuſe to returns and becauſe hereby 
they were blunt, and unapt to receive correction, and 
to turn at reproof, therefore the Prophet is charged to 
put to the more ſtrength, Cry aloud, ſaith the Lord, ( = 
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their ears are heavy; and they are very dull of hearing ) 
ſpare nor, lift up thy voice like a Trumpet ( that they 
may be afraid, and run together. Amos 3, 6. And 
ſhew my people their tranſgreſſion, and the houle of 
Facob their fins. - Yer (Fhough they are fo greatly 
polluted, they are not quite cold, bur are lukewarm, 
for ) they ſeek me daily, and delig't to know my ways 4s 4 
nation that did righteouſneſs, and forſook nat the lm 
of thetr God; they ask of me the ordinances of j1ſtice, they 
take delight in approching to God, wh:refore have we faſt- 
64, (ay they, and thow ſeeſt not ? Wherefore have we af- 
fliged our ſouls, a:d thou takeſt no knowledge} When as 
notwithſtanding all this proteſſed waiting upon Gad, 
and frequent approching ro him, they were not hor, 
they did not part with the things reproved, bur their 
h:nds were dehiled with blood, and their fingers with 
iniquityz their iniquities ſeparated between them and 
God, and their fins hid his tace trom them that he would 
not hear: And yet they thouzht they were warm e- 
nough, and looked that God thould accept them, and 
approve them : But ( faith the Lord ) their webs ſhall 
not become garments, neither ſhall they couer them, elves 
with their works. Iſa. 58,1.3, &59,1, 6. They were 
reacy to cry, they had built an houſe tor Gods name, 
and the place of kisreſt ; and had kept his ordinance, 
and waiked mourntully betore him, and chought this 
world haveexcuſed them, and obtained God's favour 
for th:m, though they were loaden with iniquity, and 
weie ſerving their idols, !ſa, 6, 1, 2. Bur when they 
are quite colc they have not (uch things to ſay tor them- 
ſelves, bur ſooner fall under reproof : As the Ninewites 
that had not God's name called upon them, nor his 
word and ordinances amongſt them, ſooner humbled 

F them- 
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them'tlves beſore-God then the Jews, who had the 
Scriptures 1ead amongſt them every Sabbath-cay, and 
{ aſte1.2nd prayed gc Becaule ti ey thought crern | life 
belonzec tothem, and that they weteaiteacy ina good 
and happy con: ition, Matt, 12. 41, And as vur Sayi- 
cur {th to 1! e Phartſces, Pub i6ans and Harlots eitty 
i,,t0 the kinglem 0' Goa' before you: For John, aith 
he, came un'0 you in the nay of righteouſneſs, and ye be- 
lieced him nt, but the Publicans and the Harlots believed 
im. Matt,21, 32,33. Oh how hard is it for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdome of God ! Now then, 
by how much the more, they are the more hardly admo- 
niſhzd, and more :fficultly recovered then thoſe that 
are cold, by ſo much the more is their temper more ſad; 
for they ſport themiclves with their own deceiv- 
IN JS, cm 

3, The Lukewarm ones are worſe then tiioſe that 
are cold, becanle by their ſecming to be religious, and 
*ro dotheir former works, they cauſe thename of God, 
and his doctrine to be evil ſpoken ofs and ſo do more 
injury to others; ſutable to what the Apoſtle ſaiths 
Behold thon art called a Fow (and ſowe may (ay a Chri- 
ſtian) and reſteſt in the law, and makeſt thy boaſt of God 
(asit he were tl;y God, thy Father, and thou hadſt an 
intereſt in him) and knoweſt {15 will, and approveſt the 
things that are more exct!lent—and art confident that thou 
thy ſelf art a gni-le of the blind, a lizht of them which ſi 
3ndarkneſs, an inftruitcr of the fooliſh, a teacher of babes, 
which haſt the ſorm of knowledge, ard of the truth in the 
law : theu therefore which teach: ſt another, teacheſt thow not 
thy ſelf > ——- thow that m:keſt th) boaſt of the law, through 
treaking of the law diſhoneureft thou God ? For the name of 
Gogg lai him: amone the Gentiles throueh you, (Chrough 
- uc 
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ſuchlukewarm ones, who ſeem to be religious, and yet 
hold faſt a lye in their right hand, and ſo their religion is 

ain) Rom,2,.17, 24, When perſons are grown quite 
cold, and come not into the aflemblics of God's pecu- 
liar people, there is not then ſuch occaſion given to the 
adverſary to ſpeak reprochſully of the worthy name of 
Chriſt, and his doctrine, as when men frequent thoſe 
aſſemblies, and frequently tread his courts, and appear 
to do their former works; when thoſe that profeſs to 
believe the Goſpel of Chriſt, and arefrequently amongſt 
them that make profefſion of it, and hold it forth to 0+ 
thetss whenſuch (Ify) hold faſt deceit, and refuſe 
to return, when ſuch walk on inCarkneſs, fulfilling the 
deſires of the fleth, or of the mind, the mouths of 0. 
thers, by occaſion of them, is opened againſt Chriſt, 
and his Go'pel, 2$if he were a Miniſter of (in, and it a 
dofrine of licentionnels: Others among whom - they 
live will be ready ro ſay, theſe are the men that pretend 
to have learned the rruthas it is in Jeſus, and ro have 
imbraced rhe doctrine of Chriſt more fincerely then 0- 
thers: They ſay they believe Chriſt die? for af, and 
oave him(elt a ranſome for aff, and they hear, and 
pity, and read, and uſually go amongſt ſuch as aſſemble 
themſelves ufcen and protefſedly ro wait upon God, 
:nd toedify themſelves; bur vert you may (ee, they are 
as much poliuted as others, their heart goeth as much 
aſter its coverouſnes'as the hearts of any others and 
they 2re as proud and cenforious, 5nd highly conceired 
of themſelves, and as uncharit2ble and unmercitul as 
oiherss ſurely this dot:ine teacheth them to live. as 
they liſt, and afſurech rhem they ſhall have pgace though 
they walk after the imaginarion of their own kearrs: 
Tiiis is a doctrine 0! looleneſs = licentiouſneſs, '1t is 
F4 cer. 
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certainly an hereſy, or otherwiſe it would have ſome 0- 
ther manner of cf. :cy on rlie'e men that make atade 
of hearing it, and he:ng omonefi thoſe that profels it.; 
Ok Low by occaſiono tuch is tie COUHTIOE ACCONGINg t@ 
godiinzis evil ſpoken of, and rep «ched, as if it were 
a core of protantne:s ! How 1s God's n:me hereby 


polluted f I:cace tie Lord as ove highly dupleaſed and 


provoked, thus ſpraketh to1.is people in fo: mer times, 
who cid not fervently and fincere'y (eex and (ervel im: 
As for you, O houſe of Iſrael, thus ſaith the Lord God. go 
ge, ſerve ye every one his onn idols, ana hereafter alſo if ye 
mill net hearken 10 me, ( toobey my voice, and give vio- 
ry tomy name ) /t pollate 58 my holy name n0 mo'e with 
gonr gifts, and with yuur ſacrifices, Ezth, 10. 39. As if 
he ſhould ſay, you had better be quite cold then thus 
lukewarm did you wholly foilow after your idols, and 
make no protcfſion of ſerving me, my name would net 
be ſo greatly polluted as now it is, while you call upon 
me, and yet {erve your own idols. Oh ! this tenceth 
very a to the blemiſhing of God's worthy name 
called upon us,. and to the defiling God's fanQtuary, 
when perſons ate lerving their icols, and ſowing to the 
fleſh, and yet come the ſame day into his Sanctuary, 


and appear to take delight in approching to him, as it * 


they were delivered to do thoſe abominations z or as if 
the grace of God heard, and in (ome ſort received by 
them, gave them incouragement to ſerve fin, or follow 
their vani.ies, from which indeed it cometh to redeem 
them, and to that purpoſe bringeth ſalvation to all men, 
EXek, 23, 38, 39. Fer. 7.9,11, Titm,2,t1,12, Oh 
how loathſome, ciſpleaſing, and provoking is this to 
him who hath deſerved ſo well at our hands, that we 
ſhould be for him onely, and give him and none other 

our 
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our loves, and wi loveth truth in the inward parts) 
he well knoweth not how to bear with, or indure ſach 
evil and unkind requirals, or to away with {uct a loath- 
ſom temper,or i:ame, as is that of Lukewarmneſs to him 
and ſo much he giveth us co unde: ſtand in what to;low- 
eth, —-- 
Ver, 16, So then, Herauſe thon art Lubewarm, and 
neithe; Co'd nor Hot, Iwill Spueth:e ont of my Month. — 
In this tharp rebuke and threatning, the faithful and 
true Witnels fignifieth to us the loathlomneſs, and un- 
bearablene(s ot this temper or diſtemper of theirs unto 
himſelf: it was ſuch, and fo grievous to him, that he 
could not away with it, though they were not Co/d, but 
thete was ſtill ſome torm ot Godlineſs, an4 proteſſion: 
of Religion upon them, they ſeemed to be Religious, 
and made mention of the God of 7ſrael,and called them- 
ſelves of the Holy City, and ſtayed themſelves upon 
the God of 1ſrael, yet this was not in rruth nor inrigh- 
reouſne(s, as 1/4, 48. 1, 2, Their Religion was vain, 
and they more odious in this Condcitionto him, then if 
they had been quite (v/d, like to that, 7/4. 1.11. 16, 
To nhat purpoſe s the mu'titude sf your Sacrifices to me, 
ſai h the Lord 1 am full of the bu: nt Offerts gs of Rams, — 
Wien ye come to appear le'ore me: who hath required thts at 
Jour hand te tread my Ciurts ? bring nomore vain Cblati- 
ens, Intenſe is an &/omina ion '0 me, the new Moms ard 
Sabbaths,t'e calling of Affemblies I cannit away with, i is 
emniqut y ( or griet) even the ſolemne mte 18g: Vow new 
Moons and your appoin'ed Feults my Soul ba eth, t' cy are a 
tro.ble to me, I am weary oleer them; and when yew [ſpread 
forth your bazd's I uill hide mine eyc- from you, yea ulen y? 
make many Prayers I will no” hear 10u, your bands re full of 
Blood : like whereto alſo is that. 4mos 5. 12,21, 27. 
I 
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f know 1:67 manifo'd Tran'greſs.ons, andyour mighty ſins, 
&c, Thats, 7 deſpiſe y ur Frat-days. and 1 will no: ſmellin 
you? lol:mpns Aſſembi; s 4 hou h ye offer me Burn! offerings, 
and your Heat 8" tozs, 1 wil 19! accept th:m, neither 
wiil 1 regard ft Feace-6/\cring of your fat Be. fts : Tax® 
this avg from me the noi'e of iy Yongss for Twill na: hiar 
the mo/od of fy Viols, — For ye have born the Taberna- 
cle of your Aolech an1 hin. your Images: — There- 
fore I will cauſe you to 90 i..to Captivity, This was great- 
ly provoking to him that th;y were ſo Lukewarm, and 
Ci not bvy the trut!t with a parting with their abomina- 
nations, and [dols : So here he threatneth he wil ſpue 
them out of his mouth ;. b-c:uſe they were Lukewarm. 
A Metaphor taken t;om Lakecivarm meat, that is dif- 
pleaſing and bu denſowe tothe Stomach; or rather from 
Lukewarm water that is loathſom and offenſive, and 
cauſeth vomiting - and it is as it he ſhould ſay, I will 
abhor you, and ciſt you our, and you ſhall be cut off 
from my Congregzation.I will not keep you in my mouth 
to plead for you, or to ſpeak a £0.44 word for you, bur 
you ſhall be cutoff rom amng my people andChurches, 
your temper is ſo loathſom an.' 2ieyous to me, that it 
were more bearable to me it you did not triad myCourts 
at all; you had better never profels to wait upon me, 
then under that prof. ſion to hide, and keep cloſe, and 
make ptoviſton for you; fins 2nd Ilo's, Pe that killeth 
an Oxe ts as if he ſlew a man, hethat Sa:rificeth a Lamb, 
as if he cut off a Dogs neck, h- that offerith an Ublition, as 
if he offered Swines Blood, he that burneth incenſe 48 if he 
bleſſed an 11ol; while men chaſethe:r own ways, and their 
Soul dclizhtcth in thei abomir.ations, Tia, 66 3, Ezeks 
I4, 3, 11, and therefore he threatacth to abhor them, 
and vomit them out of his mouth, unleſs they did re- 
ceive 
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ceive timely admonition, and repent, Yerſ. 19. Lev, 
18, 25, 28, In which he lignifieth, 

1, That his Churches and peopleare eſpecially in his 
mouths as they a:e in his heart to love them, and to de- 
light in them, and in his hand to hide, proteQ, an.i de- 
fend them from their enemies, and from all evils fo 
al.0 in his mouth, he taketh up their names into his 
lips, an! maketh inrercefſſion for them eſpecially, P/al. 
16. 4 /e6, 7, 25, Yea, though they are Lukewarm,and 
are the:eby become oftenkye and loathiom in their 
temper, yet he doth not preſently rejet them , but 
pleadeth tor them as his Church, and that they may be 
{o continued : He hateth putting aay from this nighnels, 
Mal, 2, 16. He is {low to anger, and it is his work, 
his ſtrange work, his AR, his ſtrange AR, to caſt ſuch 
torth out of his houſe, and vomit them up ;z an.i there- 
fore he (:ith not: 7 have ſpned thee ow! 0 my mou, bu: 1 
will do it z namely, it they did (till ſ- pzrfift 206 abide: 
He remembreth for ſuch the kindneſs of heir youth, the love 
of their eſpouſals, when they hav? ſorſaten him the Forn- 
tain of living Waters , and hewed '0 t:emſely's troven 
Cifterns that can hold no water, and uhen they have for- 
gotten \ins days without number, Jer, 2, 2,32, 32, Tis 
Chu: cl of Laodicea was not aways in this ſad and ab&- 
minable Condition ; but it was ſomet. me bot an fer- 
vent; and w.s fotaken with Chriſt. and his love and 
lovclineſs, that the Apoſtle Part did joy iu'ly behuld 
their order (in ſecking fi; ſt the Kingdom of God and 
the righteouſneſs thereof.) and che ſtediaſtne's of their 
faith, and therefore inſt:uted them : As they had rec:ived 
C:rift Teſws the Lord, ſo they (ſhould nalk in im; rov'ed 
and bui't upin him, aud ſtablshed in the faith 45 they had 
been tawzht, &c, Col, 2,6,7, Chriſt was {0 precious 
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to them, that through their bchol.ling, beliefof, and 
and de'ig!it in his precioaſneſs, they were madea Church 
of his, an4 called out of the State, Condition, and (el- 
lowihip ot the world into kim, and unto fellowſhip with 
him, and were bottomed and bui!t upon him, and be- 
gotten by him to a lively hope of his mercy, and this 
{till Chriſt remembvreth ; and tor ſuch he maketh inter- 
ceſſion, thong! they are become unlovely, aud unplea- 
ſanr, ill chey are pur out of his houſe 3 yea, when they 
have fitted themſelves for being caſt our, ſuch is the 
graciouſne(s of this taichſyl and true »irneſs, that he in- 
rerpoſeth himſelf tor them while, and asit may be for 
their good, that further patience an forbearance may 
be exerciſed towards them, and further means uſed, thar 
they may in the light and ſtrength ot his Grace recover 
themſelves, and tun unto him trom whom they have 
revolted, and backſli/dzng So when the Lord of the 
Vineyard came three years teeking truit on the Fig-tree 
that was planted in hi: Vineyard, and tound none, and 
was ſo greatly incenſed, that he' gave order to cut ic 
down, that it mighr no longer cumber the ground , 
this gracious Vinedreſſer ſt-pped in, andpleaded forit- 
Lord, let it alone this year allo, till 1ſhill dig about it, and 
dung it (that it may bring torth fruir, and fobeſtill 
continued in that ground ) Luke i 3. 6,8, So when he 
complaineth of, and to his people. Ther haſt been wear 
of me, O l{rael, --— Thos haſt not hononred me nith thy 
Sacrifices, ——= But thou baſt made ms? to ſerve with thy 
fins, thou haſt wearied me nit" thine inijutties : Yet he 
addeth, TI, even I am he that blotte:h ont t'y tranſqreſsions 
for mint own name ſale, and will not remew'er thy fins. 
Ifa, 43.22, 25, Though they were not (o fervent as to 
give him no reſt; thuugh they did not weary himin 
crying 
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erjing after wiſdom, and lifting np their voice for ander- 
ſtanding, as thoſe that would take no denial, bur inſtead 
thereot were weary of him; yea, and found him ſo much 
unpleaſant work, as to weary him with their tranſgreſſi- 
ons, in hiding, and covering them,and waſhing and clean- 
ſing them from them,yet he continued to be graciousand 
merciful to them 5 he knoweth not how preſently to 
reje&t ther, but when he (peaketh againſt them, he 
doth earneſtly remember them ill, and his bowels are 
moved and ſtirred towards them z yea, when he threat- 
neth to give them up todeſtruRtion : becauſe they are 
bent to backſliding from him, and though called to the 
moſt high, not at all exalt him, yer hecri-th our ( as 
one full ot good bowels towards them, Fames 5. 11 ) 
How ſhall I give thee up > How ſhall I deliver thee? 
( as one that well knoweth not how todoit ) mine heart 
is turned within me, my repentings are kindled toge- 
ther. 1 will not execute the fiercen-ſs of mine anger; -— 
For 1 am God and n0t man, the holy ox in the mid(t of thee, 
&c. And thus gracious is he towards ſuch unworthy and 
backſliding ones for his own goodnels, and becauſe he 
remembreth the kindneſs of their youth, of. 11,1,9. 
Fer, 31, 18, 20. Nay, when ve puiteth tliem away 
from their former nighne(s to him, yer he dothnot pre- 
ſently give them a Bill of divorce, bur is calling unto 
chem to return to him, and proclajmins his graciouſneſs 
and readineſs to receive them again, 2nd ſtretching forth 
his hand cowards them, though they have treacherouſty 
departed from him as a Wite from her Husband, and 
played the Harlot with many lovers, taking in ſtrangers 
into the Bed of love initead of their Husband. 1/a, 5 0. 
I, 2, Fer. 3, 1, 29,22, Helisnot quick to vomit them 
out of his mouth, who ate ſo unpleaſant and loarhſom 
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to him, that he well knoweth not how to keep them in; 
he cannot eaſily put them from among the Children, or 
caſt them out t:om being of his congregation z bur is 
ſtill Riretching out his hand to ſuch rebellious ones, 
"while it 1s called to day, to craw and ſtrengthen them 
to come to him, and imbrace them, in returning, 1/a. 
65. 2,4. O!ithe infinite graciouſneſs and kindneſs of 
this faithful and true witneſs, and of the Father in him! 
Oh that we may never abuſe ſuch goodneſs, or curn ſuch 
orace into wantonneſs ! That we may never deſpite the 
riches of his patience, forbearance, and long-ſuffering 
towards us, but may ſo know, conſider, and take no- 
tice of his goodneſs, and of its tendency and operation, 
that we may be zealous and repent : For it ſtill our 
hearts beer in us to do evil, and we continue in our 
provocations, becauſe ſentence is not ſpeedily executed, 
this will provoke him art laſt to execute what he threat» 
neth; he will wound the head of his enemies, and the 
hairy ſcalpot ſach as goon till in their treſpaſſes, neg- 
leing, and lightly eſteeming him who tis the God of 
Salvation, who hath prepared for us, and is diſcover- 
ing, and exetcifing to us ſuch Salvation in and through 
Chriſt Jeſus, Pſal, 68, 18, 2x2. And this leadeth us to 
thenexr, 

2, But though he be flow to anger, and of great 
kindneſs, and ready to repent him of the evil threatned, 
yet in their ſti]] continuing in this diſtemper, after ſuch 
gracious counſel given. werſ, 18, Such rebukes and 
chaſtiſements uſed. werſ, 19, And ſuch wonderful con» 
deſcenfion and patience exerciſed. wer, 20, at Jaſt he 
will ſpue them out, and vomit them up as his Church, 
nn-fon them, un-church them, ceaſe to plead for them 
2s bis Church, caſt them out of his Vineyard into the 


field 
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field of the World z So, when he looked for Grapes» 
and behold wild.grapes, he then ſaith, and threatnerhs 
that he nill take away the hedge of the Vintyard, and it ſhall 
be eaten up, and break down the wall thereof, and it ſhall 4* 
trodden down ;, and he wi!l lay it waſte, it ſhall not be pre” 
»ed, nor digged, but there ſhall come up briars and thornes 3. 
and he threatneth that he will command the clouds that they 
rain no rain upo #t, Tfa,5.1, 6, So the vine-drefler 
ſaith, it after his digging abour, and dunging the fruit- 
leſs fig-tree, it bring forth fruit well ; bur if not, after 
that the Lord ſhould cut it down; He would not al- 
ways intercede for it, if ir ſtill after further means uſed 
remained barren and unfruitful. Z#+, 13. 9, He cantake 
away his kingdom, and remove the Candleſtick out of 
his place, Matt, 21. 43,44, Rev, 2, 5. Behold Iſrael 
after thefleſh, if God ſparcd not the natural branches, take 
heed left he alſo ſpare not thee ;, behold therefore the gooane(s 
axd ſeverity of God, on them which fell, ſeverity, but to- 
wards thee grodueſs, if thow continue in his goodneſs, other- 
wiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off, Roms. 11. 20, 23, He can 
caſt them out of his houſe that are init, and will do (o, 
if they perſiſt in rebelling againft him z and love them 
no more, but forſake them, and caſt them off for ever, 
Hoſ.9. 15. I Chron, 28. 9. Of a truth, God is no re- 
ſpeer of perſons ; ke is not tied to any mane perſon, 
but Chriſt is the eArey, to him are the promiſes made, 
and in him they are confirmed, and (ute to all the ſeed 
who are begotten and born of the (pirit, and led by the 
ſpirits for as many as -are led by the ſpitit of God they 
are the Sons of God; in him all the promiſes of God 
are yea and Amen; and if we be Chriſt's, then are we 
Abraham's (eed, and heirs according to promiſe z But if 
a man (that hath been ingraffed into him ) atzde yy" in 
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him, he i caſt forth as a branch, and withertth, and mey 


gather them, and they are caſt into the fire, and burned, 


Foh. 15,1, 6, In abiding in him is fafety, and ſecurity, 
none can piuck them out of his hand, or mouth, that 
hear his voice, and tollow him, as he is drawing them, 
and wotking in them both to will, and to do, of his 
£001 pleaſure: But beware of [1im,ſaith God,and obey 
his voice, provoke hint not, for he will not pardon 
your cranſgreſſions, for my name is in him z he will not 
forgive jt we fin againſt tim, and ſerve other Gods, 
and continue ſo to do, but will ſpue ſuch at laſt cut of 
his mouth, chough he be long-ſuffering, and plenteous 
in mercy and goodneſs: He that hath an ear 
let him hear what the ſpirit ſaith to the Churches: For 
he can do the ſame toany particulr perſon that hath an 
ear, if he grow lukewarm, and remiſs, which he can 
do, and threatneth to do to ſuch a Church: Oh thar 
every one of us may conlider that our ſtanding is by 
faith,that ſo we may not be high minded, but fear : The 
Apoſtles had a good uſefulneſs of conſidering the terrour 
of the Lord, to quicken them to diligence in ſeeking and 
ſerving the Lord; And the Apoſtle Pas/ including him- 
ſelf withthe Holy Brethren ſaith, if we fin wilfully after 
the knowledge of the truth received, there remaineth 
no more Sacrifice for fin; but a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment, and fiery indignation , which ſhall 
devour the adverſaries: Oh conſider this ye that forger 
God! Ex04.23,20, 24. Rev,3,16,22, Rom, 11, 20: 
2 Cor. 5.8, 11. I Cor 9, 27. Heb. 10. 26, 29, 

Ver. 17,Becauſe thonſayſt, 1 am rich, andincreaſed with 


geods,and have need of notbing, and knoweſt not that thou ayt 


wre!ched, and miſerable(or piteous ) and poor, and blind, 
end naked. 


This 


This Verſe containeth in iteither, 
1, An evidence and demonſtration that they were 
Lulewarm, and is a declaration of the cauſe and reaſon of 
their Lukezarmne(s; their high thoughts and conceits 
of themſelves made them fo, And ſo there was more hope 
of a fool ( of ſuch as were (old) then of them. Prov, 26, 
12, When men are highly conceited of themſelves, and 
think that they arealready rich,thiswill make them grow 
indifferent and remiſs and flothful z and though they 
come daily, and (it before God as his people, and ſeem 
to take delight in approching to him, and remain in the 
aſſemblies of his people, yer it will make them do whar 
they do out of Cuſtom, and for faſhion-ſake, or in ſer- 
vice to ſome Idol, and it will cauſe them to be like a 
door that turneth upon his hinges, it will keep them a: 
a ſtand; and though they go backward and forward 
like ſuch a door, yet they will at laſt be but where 
they were at firſt, they will not grow in Grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, it 
will hinder them from being hoz, from {uch a prizing of 
Chriſt as to hate all for his ſake, that they may win him, 
and be found in him, Prov. 26, 12,16, The f#ll Saul 
loatheth the Honey-combe, and that cauſeth a man alſo10 
wander from his place 45 4 Bird from her neft, Prov, 27. 
7,8, Thus it was with Iſrael of old, when they were low 
and mean, and little in their 0:vn eyes, andin the day 
of their eſpoulalsz oh then what tervency, and heat 
of Spirit, and demeanour was tound with them ! they 
tollowed the Lor\ out of the Land ofEgypr and rhrough 
the Wilderneſs, through a Land of deſerts and pits, 
through a Land of drought, and of the ſhadow of death, 
through a Land that no man paſſed through, and where 
no man dwelt; but when they conceited themſelves 
| 0 
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to berich, *-.! 1419 they were Lords, free perſons, now 
n9 '018*1 in bonage as when they were In Egypt , they 
were now brought out of the houſe of Servants ( a type 
of the ſtare of the worid) and were become owners, 
orown ch,ant increaſed with goods,now they were be- 
come pollefſ»s, and hid need of nothing, then their 
former tervency was gone, they would come no more to 
him, but forſook him when he led them by the way, and 
ſorgot him days without number,and trimmed their way 
to ſeek loveellewhere, and yet wiped their mouths, and 
ſaid, they were innoceat, and therefore ſurely his anger 
ſhould turn away from them,and ſill Aittered him with 
their lips, and called him, <AMy father, and the guide of my 
youth, Jer,2 2,7,31,35.0h|bleſſed are they that hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they fhall be filled, Mar, 5.6, 
But the full aid rich he ſer.deth empty away, Luke 1. 53, 
The Apoſtle Paz/ confeſleth, and acknowledgeth that 
he had not yet attained, neither was already perfeR, and 
thereto-e forgetting the things behind,and reaching forth 
to the things before, he prefled toward the mark , for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Jeſus chriſt : he 
run as for I his life, and did ſtrive as for an incorruptible 
Crown, he was fervent in Spirit, and laboured and in- 
deavored, that whether preſent or abſent, he might be 
accepted of the Lord , and he inſtrucerk the believers 
who were perfe, upright- hearted, to be like-minded 
with him, to reckon themſelves to be imperfe as to at- 
tainment; That ſo they alſo might run with patience the race 
ſet before them, Phil, 3.12, 16, 1 Cor, 9, 24,26, 

VV hereas on the other hand, when men begin to take 
notice of themſelves, and to think more highly of them- 
ſelves then is meer, and of their knowledge and atrain- 
ments, this cutteth off the feer, and maketh perſons to 


- ——_—_ _- OO _R_y—— ————_— = ———. 2 


Lukewarm Chriſtians. 47 


be Lukewarm, and when a price is put into their hand for 
getting wiſdom, they havena keart thereto ; this high: 
thought of themſelves, makerh chem fir looſe from 
Chriſt, and lightly to eſteem the Rock of their S-lva- 
vation z and though it blow up men like a Bladder, yet 
it doth not build them up.according to that, we all know 
we have knowledge ( every one is too ready and forward 
to take notice of that ) kyowledge ( even the knowing 
and taking notice of our knowledge puffeth »p, maketh 
men appear high and ſul], but it is but with wind, but iz 
edifieth not, as Charity doth, which is not puffed up, 
And when men are ſo puffed up by their ftelhly mind, 
it taketh them off from an high eſtimare of Chriſt, and 
cauſeth them to wander trom him, and not to hold the 
head, from which all the body by joynts and bands ha- 
ving nouriſhment miniſtred and knit togerher,increafeth 
with the increaſe of God. Compare 1 Cor, 8, 1, with 
Chap. 13, 4,and Col, 2, 18, 19. It is much to be feared 
that we have alſo too high conceits of our (elves, and 
therefore though we are not quite Cold, yet ſuch 
thoughts make us Lulerarm; we are too apt tothink 
we know «ll already,we have attained to exce!lent Orna- 
ments, and are pure in our own eyes : O"h that we may 
come to the light of the Lord, and therein ſeeand exa- 
mine our ſelves, and if this iui{quity be tound with us, 
put it far away z for this thinking of our ſelves more 
highly then we ought, is that. witich is the cauſe of. our 
loathſlom temper z or, 

2, This Verſe is a reaſon of Cliriſts threatning, and of 
that wo and juligment threarned, Yer. 16, I will 
ſpue thee out of my month,becauſe thou ſaiſt I am rith, &C. 
Oh ! whata provocation to Chriſt is it, what aloathſom 


 thiog in his ſight, that ſuch babes as we are ſbould boaſt, 
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as if we wer® come to a perſet man, tothe meaſure of 
the ſtzrvr.- of te fulnefs of Chiiſt ! that we ſhould ima- 
vine an ſay, we have need of nothing, when (o lictle a 
pot tin 's known of himby us, that we thould think and 
fay. ww: are whole, what need then have we of a Phyſict» 
an 2 \*"'-2r need of a Mediator to intercede for us * We 
CO ©. hike thoughts and ſayings, make the Croſs of 
Chit, in Preaching of ir, fooliſ:nefs to our ſelves ,and 
render it a need!eſs and undefirable thing ; and they do 
jead us to (et lizhtby,and unde: value Chriſt,and to give 
our hearts unto, and take vp our contentment in our 
attainments and receits, which are indeed broken Ci- 
ſterns which can hold no water, and which we make as 
Ido!s to our (elves, and incenſe him againſt us, who will 
not give honour to another, nor his praiſe to graven 
Images, his name is jealous, and he cannot, he will nor 
indureit, that we ſhould give our loves to, and take up 
our reſt in any thing beſides himſelf, who was crucified 
for us, and in whom only there is reſt for our weary Spi- 
ris; Hs jealouſy ( witen his love is abuſed or Nighted ) 
is cruel as the Grave, t'e ( oals thereof are Ceals of fire,which 
hath a moſt vehement flame. Cant. $8. 6. He cannot bear 
it, that thoſe that are eſpouſed to him ſhould treicke- 
rouſly and adulteroufly depart from him, and caſt cheir 
Eyes upon, and give entertainment to otizerJove!s, and 
theretote when any do fo that heve been called to the 
teilowſhip of himſelf, the fire of his jealouſy is kindled 
224inſt them, and he ( as here ) threacaerhto c:ſt rhem 
off, #0 ( ſaith our Saviour) to you that are rich : for 
ye have received yorr co..ſolation: Wo unto you that are full, 
for ve ſhall hunger, Luke 6. 24,45. Manifo!d ffi: ions 
ſhall come uponthem, and 1h-y ſhall weep and howi for thiſe 
eni'tries that ſhall come njon them, Jagnes 5, 1. He = 
fillet 
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fileth the hungry with good things, doth ſend the rich empty 
away. Luke 1. 53, Such he will abhor, and vomit them 
out of his mouth as moſt loathſom perſons to him : Oh! 
how ſad and calamitous is their condition who boaſt and 
witneſs of themſelves that they are pure, finleſs, perfect; 
as to attainment ; there & a Generation who ave pure in 
their oxn Eyes,though yet they are not waſhed from thei: 
filthineſs z and oh how lofty are their Eyes, aftd cheir 
Eye-lids lifted up ! they can witneſs their enjoyment 
of all that is to be enjoyed, now in this day, that they 
have no finin them, and that they are perte& in them- 
ſelves: Woe unto chem, they have their happineſs 
now, their portion in this lifes and thoſe thatare in 
any meaſure like to them are loathſom to Chriſt, ane 
the more loathſom and abominable, the more they are 
like to them. Ir was diſpleafing to the Lord that Fob! 
had ſuch an overweening conceit of himſelf,of his know- 
ledge, purity, innocency ( though he was deſtitute of 
ſuch light, and advantages as are afforded to us ) and 
it brought forth evil fruit in him, even to condemn 
him that was moſt juſt ; and thit good man when con- 
vinced of his evil, was aſhamed of himſelf, and con- 
feſſeth that he was vile, and p:0i«fleth he would lay his 
hand upon his mouth. oxce, faith he, hawe 1 ſþste;, 
bat I will not anſwer ;, yea twice, but I will procecd no frur- 
ther, and when his eye ſaw God he did ather himſelf, and 
reperted in duſt and aſhes, Job 49, 3,5. & 42.4, 6, This 
is a becoming thing for us to be low in our own eyes, 
totakenotice, and be (eniible of our vileneſs, bruicith - 
neſs, ſhortneſs in every matter, and to acknowledge 
that when we have done all thatis commanded us, yer 
weare unproficable ſervants 3 to confeſs with him, Th:z 


we are more bruttiſhthen man, and bave na the unde:ftand- 
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ing of aman, that we have neither learned wiſdom, nor have 
the k,owl-4ge of the ho'y, Prov, 30, 2,3. That we have 
yet much wantin; and lacking in our faithin him, love 
to him, and confo: mity to his Image: To this man will 
helook, that (in{tcad of boaſting what he is, and hath 
cone, and proclaiming his own goodneſs ) is poor and 
of a contrite Spirit, and trembleth ar his word, tha 
hath nothing to gloty in but the Lord, Who of Gol is 
made urto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanttificati- 
8n, and redemption, Ia. £6, 1, 2, 1 Cor, 1, 29,31, 
Bur the proud, the rich, the full he knoweth a far off : 
The foeliſh (ſuch as are vain-glorious boaſters, who life 
up the Hornon high, and ſpeak with a ſtiff neck, wha 
commend themſelves, and their own mouths praiſe 


themſelves, ſuch.) ſhall net ſtand in his ſight. Pal, 5.5. 


with Plal, 75. 4, 5. Hi eyes art upon the hanghty, that he 
may brizg them down, 2 Sam, 22,28, And their conceit- 
ecnels is to unpleaſing and diſtaſtful ro him, that he can- 
not away with them z bur if they repent nor, he will at 
laſt ſpue ther our ot his mouth, he will not plead for 
them as his Church, but caſt them forth as an abomi- 
nable branch, and then how wif they be expoſed to 
all miſeries, aMiRions , an4 judgments whatſoever ? 
Oh ! conſider we this, that pri-!e may be h:dden from 
us, and that we may not be w:[e in our own eyes, bur 
viewing our ſelves in the Glaſs o the Lord's body. may 
rake ſhame to our (elves; For pride goeth before deſtr 1(t1- 
0n, and an haughty Spirit be'ore a fall. Prov,16,18, & 
18, t2, &-29. 23, Were we but comparing our felves 
with that objec that is propoſed to us, and ſet before us 
in the glorious Goſpel, and viewing what 15 the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height thereof, and confi- 
Ccring that love of Chriſt which paſſeth oy (6 
nar 
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that Peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding, and 
ſeeing what treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge are hid 
in Chriſt : oh what cauſe ſhould we ſee to be abaſed, 
and to bewail our dim-fightedneſs, and ſhortneſs of un- 
derſtanding, and comprehending theſe things, and ſee 
cauſe to complain of, and acknowledgeour great incom- 
pleatneſs in our ſelves,and in conformity unto him yea, 
ro cry out of our uncieanneſs, unlovingneſs, barrennefs, 
leanneſs, and witheredneſs! If the Apoſtle could con- 
feſs of himſelf and his Brethren, that they ſawin part, 
and knew in part, and that their preſent knowledge was 
as far ſhort ot that attainable, and hereafter to beenjoy- 
ed, as a Child's knowledge of the uaderſtanding ot a 
man, what cauſe have we rather to humble our ſelyes, 
and hideus in the duſt,who are ſo far ſhort of what they 
had attained to? 1 Cor, 13,9, 12, Surely his Grace is 
vouchſafed to us to lay us low, and hide pride from us, 
and break us off from our high thoughts of our ſelves, 
and though the Spirit that dwelleth inus, asof us luſterh 
to envy, and Jeadeth. ns to lift up ourſelves : yet he 
giveth more Grace, Grace abounding and exceeding the 
corruption of our natural Spirit, that our lofty looks 
may be humbled, and our haughty hearts howed down; 
wherefore he ſaith, God refiſteth the proud, but gi: ah 
Grace io the humble. Jam. g.5, 6, Humble we orr ſelves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God; and ſuffzt we 
choſe high thoughts of our ſelves to be purged out of us, 
and mortified ; or otherwiſe we ſhall never bs {ervent 
in Spirit in ſeeking the Lord, and yielding up our (clves 
aato him: The Apoſtle ſaw.it neediul and profitable to 
give this a4monitiqn to.every onegf the believers, that 
they ſhould not think more highly of themſelves, or of 


raeir parts, gifts, andattainmeats, then they ought to 
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think, but to think ſoberly, and this he giveth unto 
them through the Grace given co him, and to that end 
he giveth it, That they might preſent their bodies, as moved 
and ſtrengthened bytheMetcies of God,s living Sacrifice 
to lim, 8c, And not be conformed to t\:4s world, but te 
transformed according to the rezening of their mind, &c, 
Rom. 12: 1, 3. Implying, that it they had unſober 
thoughts of themſelves, and did think of themſelyes a- 
bove what was meet, this wou!d hinder chem from an 
hearty yielding up themſelves to che Lord, as thoſe 
alive from the dead, and their members os inſtruments 
of righteouſneſs unto holine(s, they would otherwiſe 
be apt to think and ſay, They had need of nothing, and (0 
expoſe themſelves to wrath, as here : _Becawſe thou ſayſt 
I am rich, [ rich in knowledge and utterance, the unſo« 
ber taking notice hereof'is very hurtful, and pernicious, 
and puffeth np men, bloweth them up like a Bladder, 
1 Cor. $, 1, And maketh them grow careleſs and negli- 
gent when opportunities are afforded to them for buying 
that Gold tryed in the fire, and to deſpiſe, and ſer light 
by thoſe helps afforded them of God J And increaſed 
with goods [they intimate,that time was when they were 
poor, and had nothing, bur nov they are inlarged, and 
grown rich, and their ſubſtanceis increaſed ; Time was 
when they were in bondage to the Law, or rudiments 
of this world, and were without Chriſt and God in the 
world, but now they ate the Temple of the Lord, the 
Church of Chriſt, they are-.not like others, or like to 
what ſometimes they themſelves were, they have now 
excellen: ornaments, they have a great gitt of prayer, 
2nd can intarze themſelves therein, they can ſpeak free- 
ly, and fluently for the eruth,; they canplead, andcon- 
tread earneſtly tor the faich of che common Salyation, 
and 
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and have ſo much to ſay for it, and ſuch ſtrong and 
weighty Arguments , that chey can ſilence oppoſers, 
and (o ſtop their mouths that they have noth ng mate- 
rial roſay z they have much mortifieatheir corruptions, 
ſubdued their luſts, cleanſed their ways, eſc:ped the pol- 
lutions of the world, and have put on bouvels of mercy, 
kindneſs, meekneſs, long-(uftering, temperance, (o- 
briety, &c, They were become like thoſe that truſt. d 
in,and whoſe heart was lifted up becauſe of their beauty, 
and who made to themſelves Images of God's fair Jew- 
els of his Gold and Silver,” which he gave them, EZek, 
16. 4.19. & 28.17 ] And vave netdof »81ig-g ( orof 
no Mas ) [ need of no Inſtruments, c!':ough they did 
not leave off the aſſemblings of themſelves together, Euc 
ſeemed to take delight in 3pproching to God, yet they 
knew all already, that could be ſaid ro ihein. the, need- 
ed nothing to be perfeRed in them,for they had nothing 
lacking, nothing to be healed; for there was nothing 
lame in them, they needed no teaching, they were ſuch 
knowing perſons, and had ſuch g-eat underſtanding, 
they had need of no edification, rhey had attained al- 
ready, they needed no reproof, they were clean in their 
own eyes, and free from thoſe evils that others mighc 
charge them with, and faule them for ; they were even 
ſaying, Bleſſed be the Lord , forwe are rich; God we 
thank th-e, we are not lite other men, we have all we 
defire to have, we have need of nothing; this was not 
only their thovght, but their Language, they fo ſaid 
concerning themf*!ves : But what account did the faith- 
ful and true witneſs; who will not Iye, eive of them ? 
For it s not le that commendeth kini{elf is approved, 
But w'om the Lord commendtth. 2 Cor, 10, 18, Did 


he confirm their ſ:ying, and witneſs the ſame of them, 
which 
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which they: ſaid of themſelves? No, they were their 
own witneſſes, he giveth them to underſtand that they 
were greatly miſtaken, and deceived in that he ſaith } 
and knoweſt ns: that thow art wretched , and miſerable, 
and poor, and blind, andnaked, Whatagreat miſtake 
and error was here 2 Do thoſe that ate ſo highly con- 
ceited of themſelves think their caſe is ſo ſad ? No, thele 
knew not, their high and unſober thoughts of them- 
ſelves blinded them, and m2dethem worſe then fools, 
Prov, 26, 12, And their blindneſs, and ignorance was 
apparent, and their ſhame and nakedneſs viſible to ſuch 
aS had their eyes open; they were blind, and yet they 
thought, and ſaid they ſaw; and truly, ignorant per- 
{ons uſually are moſt highly conceited of themſelves, as 
the Apoſtle Pas! (ignifieth, when he ſaith, i would not 
have you iznorant, — leſt you be wiſe in your own conceits. 
Rom, 11, 25. They thought themſelves to be rich and 
full, and ſee how empty and poor they were, while 
they thought themſelves to be ſomething ( as men may 
do ) when they are nothing, they deceived themſelves. 
Gal, 6, 3, And itany thinketh he knoweth any thing, 
he knoweth nothing yer as he ought to know, 1 Cox, 
8, 3. The fool rageth, and is confident ( thinketh him- 
ſelt to be in a good and happy condition, that he hath 
need of nothing, is fo ſecure that he can never be mo- 
ved ) but the riſe man feareth (he is not high-minded, 
but feareth, he isalwaysjealous of himſelf) anddepart- 
th from evil, Prov, 14, 16. with Rom, 11, 20, See 
alſo what a miſtake was in th» ©a+inthians, who were 
high- minded, and dighly conceitgd of themſelves: Now 
ye are full (faith the Apoſtle ) ow ye are rich (increaſed 
with goods ) ye have reigned as Kings without ws, &c. 
We are fools for Chriſt's ſake, ye «re wiſe in Chriſt 
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( ye can be his Diſciples, and followers ofhim, and yer 
are fo wiſe, :that you can keep your ſubſtance, and be 
free from trials, reproches, and perſecutions; or, ye 
can declare the Teſtimony of God ſuccesfully, and yer 
make uſe of excellency of ſpeech and wiſdom ) we are 
weak, but ye are ftren?, ye are honourable ( you haveeſteem 
and repute amongſt men ) but we are deſpiſed, &C. 
But what manner of perſons were theſe that had ſuch 
high thoughts of themſelves ? See what the (ame A- 
poſtle ſaith of them 71 Brethren could not ſpeak unts you 
as unto Spiritual, but as unio Carnal, as unto Babes in 
Chrift, —— I have fed you with Milk, aud not wich meat x 
for hitherto ye were not able to brar, neither yet now are ye 
able, for ye are yt (arnal, for whereas there & yet 1910-8 
you en.ying, and ſtrife, and diviſiors, are ye not Carnal, 
ard walk 45 min? 1 Cor, 4,8, 10, with (hap. 2.1, 4, 
As there is that maketh kimfſelt poor, and hathgreat 
riches, who appeareth as one that hath nothing, and 
yet poſſcſſeth all things; fo there is that maketh him- 
ſelf rich, yet hath nothing. Prov, 13. 7. Such a mi- 
ſtake there was with this Church, and is with many that 
have high thoughts and conceits of themſelves , Here- 
in they ar» like a dream of a night V:ſion, as nhtn an lurgry 
man dreameth, and beveld he eateth , but be awaketh, 
and his Soul is hungry ; or as when athirſty man dream- 

&h, and behold he drinketh ,, but he awaketh , and be- 

hold he & faint, and his Sonl hath appetite, Ia. 29, 

7, $, To ſuch a (ad and lo2thſom condition m2y 

ſach bring themſelves, who have believed onthe name 

of the onely begotten Son of God, by turning their eye 

from Chriſt, and doting upon, and adm:ting theme! ves, 

their knowledg, parts, gifts, receipts, attainments: Oh, 

that we may look into the perfe& law of liberty,and con- 
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continue therein , that we may ſo behold our own 
vileneſs, ſinfulneſs, ſhortneſs, and incompleatneſs in 
our ſelves, that we may be low in our own eyes, and (0 
preſerved from this lukewarmneſs, andquickned, and 
infdamed with love to Chriſt, to ſeek atter the know- 
ledge and injoyment of him , and for that cauſe to part 
with and forſake all things; Yea, and with fervency to 
hold forth the profeſſion of our Fait': without wavering, 
that iwe may overcome by the blood of the Lamb, and 
word of our teſtimony,not loving our lives to the death; 
that none of the things we may ſuffer, may move us, 
nor may we count our lives dear to our ſelves, that we. 
may finiſh our courſe with joy. — 

Theſe are the perſons to whom this faithful and true 
witneſs whoſe name is, Wonderful Counſeller, ſpeaks 
eth; and to whom he giveth this uſeful and gracious 
counſel, — 


We have in the next place to conſider, and ſpeak. 


UNO, — 

3- Thecounſelit ſelf ; 7 counſel thee to buy of me Gold 
triedinthe fire, XC: 

We may note in general from the: perſon counſel- 
Ing, perſons counſelled, and counſel ic (elf given to 
them, 

1. That when men have fitted themſelves for being 
{pued out of Chriſt's mouth, and brought themſelves 
into ſuch a condition that they deſerve to be no longer 
pleaded for by him as his Church, but to be vomited 
forth as loathſome, and he threatneth fo to deal with 
them, yet whileit is called to day, ſuch is the graciouſ- 
nefs and mercifulneſs of this faithful and true witneſs ; 
ſuch is the loathneſs and unwillingneſs of Chriſt and 
God in him to execute what he rhrearneth, that he is 
long- 
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long-ſuffering to ſuch unworthy, and 11l-deſerving ones> 
end giveth good and wholeſom counfel to ſuch, that 
they might hear ir, andreceiveit, that ſo the judgment 
threatned may not be executed upon them : He had 
ſaid, [ 1w/l ſpur thee 6ut of my mouth, | but before he 
doth ſo, he here faith [| 7 do counſel thee ( inthe pre- 
ſent time, to buy, &c, ]- So when the Lord had been 
declaring the wonderful iniquity of his people in former 
times, and commanded it to be recorded, and threatned 
judgement, deſolating judgement, yet before he exe- 
cuteth the ſentence he giveth good advice to them, 
Now eo ( ſaith the Lord to the Prophet ) wrize it before 
themina tatle, and note it in a book, that it may be for the 
time tocome (the latter day, to warn and admoniſh us ) 
for ever and ever: That this i a rebellious people ( though 
they faſt, and pray, and tread God's Courts) © lying 
*children, children that will not hear the Law of the 
*Lord;z which ſay to the Seers, (ee not, and tothe Pro- 
* phers, propheſy nor to us right things, ſpeak ſmooth 
* things,prophely deceits,— Therefore this iniquity ſhall 
*be to you as a breachready tofall, ſwelling out in an 
* high wall, whoſe breaking cometh ſuddenly at an in- 
* ſtant, and he ſhall break it as the breaking of the pot- 
* ters veſſel that is broken in pieces (he ſhall divide them 
and ſeparate them one from another, and make ſuch a 
breach amongſt chem, as cannot be repaired by them 
again 3 Thus he threatneth, and yer to theſe he faith, ) 
In rtt»rning (to him from whom ye have deeply re- 
volted) and reſt, ye ſhall be ſaved, ( namely from the 
judgement deſerved and threatned, or from theevil of 
it.) In quietneſs and confidence jiall be your ſtrengths, Yea 
and though they would net preſently liften to this cennſel, 
zet ſtill he ſaith; therefore will the Lord wait that he may be 
l 
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gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted that be 
may have mercy npon nou, &c, Iſa, 30,8, 18. Thusallo 
when the Loid by the Prophet Feremy had threatned 
ſore jud 7ements on his people tor their muiriplied and 
heinous provocations, and commanded him once and a- 
vain,and a third rime,not to make interceſſion tor them, 
nor to lift up a cry, or prayer for them, yet ſuch was 
his unwillingneſs to deſtroy them, and ſuch teſtimony 
he giveth of his willingneſs to receive them, in return- 
ing to him, that their hancs might not hang down, nor 
their knees be feeble, that he acquainteth them with 
the end and intention of ſuch threatnings, and giveth 
unto them £00d counſel. At what time 1 fhall ſpeak 
( ſaith the Loid ) concerning 4 nation, and Concerning 4 
lingdom to pluck np, and to pull down, and tedtiiroy, if that 
nation againſt whom 1 have prowennce1 tnrn [rom their evil, 
T will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them : — 
New therefore go to, ſpeak tothe men of Judah, and inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem ſaying, 1h ſatih the Lord, brheld 
I frame evil, ans deviſe a deiice againſt you, 1ctury ye 
n0w EVEer) 0n: {row his evi! way, and make your way and do- 
ings goed, Fer, 7,16, &11,14. & 14,11. with chap, 
18.7, 11, To this allo agreeth that in the Prophet Ze- 
phany: Where after God had pronounced great evil 
on them that {wear by the Lord, and that ſwear by 
Maicham , that halted between two Opinions, and 
were lukewarm ones, not ſingly, fincerely, and fer- 
vently ſerving and glorifying the Lord, that their goods 
ſhould become a booty, and their houſes a deſolation 
that he would ſend a day of wrath, trouble, and di- 
ſtreſs , and their Silver and Gold ſhould not be able to 
deliver them inthe day of the Lord's wrath yer betore 
he cealcti with them accorcing to his threatninge, and 
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their Ceſervings , he ſaith, Gather your ſelves together» 
9:4 zather together, O nation not deſired ; before the decree 
bring forth, before the day paſs as the chaff, before the fierce 
anger of the Lord come upon you, before the day of the 
Lord's auger come upon you: Sech the Lord all ye meek of 
the earth, which have wrought his judgments, ſeth righte- 
ou[neſs, ſeek. meekneſs ; it may Le you may be hid in the day 
of the Lord's anger, Tephan. l. 4,18, &2. 1, 3, See 
alſo, Fer. 36. 3, Heſ,9. 14,17. &11,7,8, with 
chap. 14. 1.2. Foel 2.1, 3, So inthe Epiſtles to other 
of theſe Churches ; when he threatneth to remove their 
Candleſtick out of its place, and to fight againſt them, 
yet he expreſly, or intimately counſelleth them to re. 
member from whence they were fallen, torepent, todo 
their firſt works, that there might be a turning away of 
theevil pronounced, Rev, 2, 5,16. his end, while it is 
called to day, in threatning and lifting up his hand, is 
not firſtly to ex2cute the judgment threatned, for that 
is his work, his range work, but to awaken us our of 
our {lecp, to make us afraid, that we might run toge- 
ther unto him, prepare to meet him, and turn to him 
that (miterh, and ſeek the Lord of hoſts ; and there- 
fore he giveth good counſel to ſuch as have greatly pro- 
voked him, and incenſed him againſt them, and de- 
ſerve to be abhorred by him and itis out of his pity 
and compaſſion that he thus threatneth betore he puniſh- 
ech, andlifrerh up his liand before he ſtriketh, this is 
out of faithfulneſs, and not out of hatred to us, that 
we might con(icer our (elves, and ways, and fall down 
before him, and cura from our iniquities, that we may 
underſtand his truth z and it is good anc profitable for us 
totake notice of this, and ſet our hearts to it 5 for ma- 


ny times when God reproveth us in his word 3 when he 
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hewerh us by his Prophets, and ſlayeth us by the words 
of his lips, in ſetting our fins in order beforeus, or when 
helayeth his hand upon us, and his judgments ate as the 
light thit goeth forth we have ſuch evil thoughts of 
him, and are fo jealous and diſtruſtful of his love to us, 
that ve are ready to think and ity, there is no hope, the 
caſe is deſperate, we have loved ftrangets, and a'ter 
them we will go: he hath forgotten to be gracious, he 
hath ſhut up his tender mercies in diſpleaſure, and will 
be no more favourable to us : But now his gracious end 
in threa:ning and chiding of us, being known and con- 
ſidered by us, would be powertul to inconrage us. to 
look toward his ho'y Temple, and come into his houſe 
in the multitude of his mercies, when we ſay, we are 
caſt out of his ſight, and are in deepeſt afflition, and he 
threataeth ts cut ws off 5 3s, Jonah... 2,4, 7, It was not 
out of ill will, or hatred to this Church that he threat- 
neth to ſpue them out of his mouth, but out of love 
and compaſſion to them ani therefore terſ, 19, he 
faith, «1s many as I love, 1 rcbule (viz. ſharply reprove 
when, and as they need it) and 6haſten, Le zealous, 
therefore and repent:Oh that we may (o let our hearts to, 
and diligently conſider this, tat at ſuch @ time as this, 
when he is pronouncing « vil, and threatning to break us 
in pieces, and deſtroy his places of the aſſembly, we 
' may return to him, from whom we have wandred, 
with the whole heart, and not teignedly, andlift up our 
hearts with our hands to God in the Heavens, who is 
gracious and merciful, and ready to repent of the evil 
pronounced ! Oh that we may yet turn unto him from 
all our iniquities and idols, that he might turn again, 
and have compaſſion upon us, and delight todo us good, 
and make us glad according to the days wherein he hath 
ga - 
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afflited us, and the years wherein ve have ſecn e- 
vil. 
2, In that he ſaith, Theu art poor, and miſeralle, 
and wreiched, and blind, and natedy I connſcl thee tg 
bay, &c, He giveth us to unde: ſtand, that thoſe per- 
ſons are truly and verily poor, that are with our, and 
deſtitute of this G:14, that is to be bought of the 
faithful and true Witneſs, they are naked indeed, and 
in the account of God, that have not this White rats 
ment , whatever they may have of chis worles goods, 
treaſure, cloathing -or accomodations ; theſe do nor 
truly, and indeed intich, and cloath 2 man: T houzh 2 
man had an houſe full of tharGold andSilver that cometh 
out of the Earth; yet alas, he may be miſcrable enough! 
for all this, it is Chriſt, and thoſe treaſures in him thac 
are the true riches, the true 47:-mon, which is ſubſtan- 
tial and durable, Luke 16, 9, 11. It is the Marmmon of un- 
righteouſneſs, uncertain riches, that which periſheth, 
and deceiveth, which our wildom (o highly eſteemet?}, 
and leadeth us to ſet our hearts and affcRions on, and 
covet after greecilyall theday long z theſe riches below 
are nor real ſubſtance, hence the Provetb ſaith, Labcur 
not to be rich, ceaſe from t'ine own wiſdem: wilt thou (et 
thine eyes upon that which & nt? ( which lath no 
real being, or ſure continuance ) for riche; cert +in'y make 
themſelves winzsthcy fice away 46 an Eag't 'owa; ds Heaven. 
Prov, 23, 4, 5. It is that wiſdom only that is {rom a- 
bove, that cauſeth thi ſe that love her to 1whetitſub- 
ſtance, and ſhe wi!l fill their Treaſures Pro), 8, 30, 27, 
And ſo perſons here may be blind, and naked indeed 
that are without Chriſt, chovgh they have never fo 
much of Philoſophy, of chat Science which is {2lſely ſo 
called; and thovgh they are cloatFed ith never (o 

city 


62 Nezdful Counſel for 


coſtly Apparel, and glorious array, the wiſdom which 
is tcom beneath, which is natural and earthly, will nor 
open the eyes 0! our underſtandings to know GoJs 
name, or his Sons name; this will not render us wiſe in 
the account of Chriſt, to- the Wiſdom of this World 
iS fooliſhneſs with Goo, nor can we cover the ſhame of 
our nikcduels 1n his fight: Ler us thennot lift op our 
ſelves by thele things. Fer. 9.23, 1 Cor: 1, 29, 31, But 
L{1is more properly apperraineth to what followeth, 

3. Ina thar he counceileth theſe miſerable ones to 
buy, he intimateth tous, that not only ſuch as are ſenſi. 
ble of their concition, are counſelled, invited, and call- 
ed upon to co:ne toChrilt the fountain of livingWarers, 
but ſuch as 21e infenlible alſo, ſuch as are poor, miſera- 
ble, wretched, blind, naked, and know ic not; and this 
is geaerally true as with relpeR to Gods preventing 
men with his Grace, that bringeth Salvation to all men ; 
when ne fi: (t callerh to, and counſelleth men in,and with 
his gloritying his Soa unto them, they are dead in tre(- 
paſſes and (ins, they are deat, and wretched, and blind, 
they know not the (1dnels of their condition $ hence he 
caileth to ſuch: Hear 1: dea”, aud look ye blind that ye may 
ſee Ia, 42, 18, They are at fir "ſt dead to whom the Son 
w God lenJerh forth his voice, deſticute of all Spiritual 
lie and light; they are i2norant, and out of cap?city by 
agy wildom or light ot theirs to know wha their con- 
dition iS. Fobn 5, 24, And hence men generally have 

ſac!) a good eſteem of themſelves, and of their conCict- 
on, and ways, and think high'y of themſelves; os the 
Jews, who though they did ſearch the Scriptures, yer 
would not come to Chriſt that they might have; fe. 2nd 
theieto.e had not the love of God in them x ; Vet they 
tl0ug!l1t cheinielves to bein a good Caſe, and that Eter- 
nal 
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nal liſe did appertain to them, Fohn 5. 39,40. And thoſe 
that mad? mention of the God of 1ſrael, but not in tru! 
nor in righteouſneſs : For they were obſtinate, and their 
neck as an Tron Sint, and their brow Braſs, yetthey calle4 
themſe!wes of th: ho'y City, and ſtayed themſelves upon the 
God of Iſrael. I{2. 48, 1, 4: Yerto ſuch as theſe he call- 
eth and giveth g091 Counlel,to (imple ones, who know 
nothing; yea, who love 1 and that for a long time) 
their ſimplicity, an: to tools who hate knowledge, Prov 
1, 20, 23. He counſelleth fooliſh ones who know not 
him, and trerefoie know not themſelves; for heis the 
light of the world, yea indeed all the Sons of .May are 
tooliih and ignorant, until, or further then they are 11- 
lightned by him : Hence that cry and call; Unto you 0 
men, I call, and my woice s to the Sontof Atan, 0hye 
ſimple nnderſtand wiſdom, ard ye fools be ye of an und-r- 
ſtanding hart, to fignifie to us, thit the Children of 
mcn are (imple, and fouls, and yet are clled upon, and 
invited to come to Chriſt Prov $8.4, 6, This m2y 
give us ſomewhat to anſwer tho{e that abuſe the Scr:p- 
rures, and pervert them to the hot of themielves, an 
othets, -when the Holy-Ghoſt inv.ter"! every ri: ter t0 
come to the watets, to buy and eat, this is onely meant, 
ſay they, of ſuch as are fenlible 0: thei: ſal contin, 
and (uch as are gractous thirſters, which hunger an. chit | 
afcer righteoutnels, when as in'eed it sppearct's moſt 
directly to be ſpoken to ſuch as whirited our of neceffir y 
only, and who were lceking reſt, and (at::fying ia vain 
things that cou!d not profit them, and therefore were 
reproved for (o doing z 2nd this Tam jure {5 no gracious 
trame, or qual:ficationy tor it isadded, Why do ye ſpend 
Money for tha' which is not Bread, ad your labjnr 'or t' at, 
which ſatisficth not, 1a,55, 1,2, So when our Saviou: 
ſaich 
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ſaith, Come unto me all ze that labour, and are heavy laden; 
this is ſpokea, ſay they, of ſuchaslaboured for Chriſt, 
and were weary of, and willing to part with their fins; 
when as ſuch are hereby invited, who did ſeek reſt 
where it was no! to be had, fuch as ſought ro know 
the father by the wiſdom of this world, and fo failed 
of their expeQition: Hence our Saviour calleth them, 
all of them, to him , who knoweth the ſather, and 
none but -he, aad him to whomſoever he will reveal 
him,and in cominz to him he would give them reſt from 
their burdeninz and unprofitable labour. Atat. 11, 25, 
29, And this is (utable to what we have noted in this 
places we ſee here, ſuchare called :-pon, and incoura- 
ged to buy and purchaſe, and good counſel is given to 
them, whoſe caſe and condition was very bad and lamen- 
table; and yet they kneiv it nor, they were inſenſible 
of it, and thought otherwiſe and better of themſelves 
then was meer, 

4, In that he giveth ſuch Councel ro theſethat were 
i2norant of their ſtate, he ſtgnifieth to us, that the way 
to make men ſenſible of their condition, when their caſe 
's wretched, and miſerable, and they know it not, is 
ro commend to them, and lift up before them Chriſt, 
aad thoſe treaſures in him,and to dire them thereunto, 
23d not at firſt ro preach the Law,* or otherwiſe to uſe 
it, then according to the glorious Goſpel : The Goſpel 
of Chriſt is the Arm of the Loyd, in which his power is put 
to:th, and Spirit given,to give light 19 them that ſit in 
darineſs, ana in the ſhadow of aeath; ſo Chriſt ſath, The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me; becauſe the Lord hath anoin:- 
ed me to preach the Goſpel to the por, —= (and therewith) 
to preac recovery of fight tothe blind, to preach their eyes 
open, in preaching theGoſpel, Luke 4, 18, So our oononr 
atth, 
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faith, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall yeprove and convince the world 
of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgement, in, and with glo- 
ritying Chriſt; this way he (hould ſhew unto chem, and 
open their eyes to behold the ſinfulneſs of their fin, in 
not believing on Chriſt, and the vanity and unprofita- 
bleneſs of their Idols, of their works of righteouſneſs, 
judgment, &c, Fon 16.8, 14. In like manner alſo the 
Apoſtle Paul was ſent with this Goſpel, to open the 
eyes of Fews and Gentiles, and ſo to ſhew them what a 
ſad condition they were in, how well thoughted ſoever 
they were of themſelves, As 26, 18, 23. Prov, 8, 4, 6, 
Hence alſo the Goſpel is called, The Word of Life, Phil. 
2. 16, The Words of Chriſt are Spirit and life to them that 
believe nct, John 6, 63. The Teſtimony of the Lord is ſare, 
waking wiſe the ſimple that know nathing. Pſal. 19. 7. 
& 119, 130. The Goſpel is light, the Afedium tor dif- 
covering all things in their right and proper Colours, 
and for giving fight to usalſo. 2 Cer. 4, 4+ Surely the 

lifting up Chriſt is the way to make men rununto him 

that were formerly inſ{cnſiblecf their ſad condition with- 

out him, becauſe they were ignorant of, and unacquaint- 

ed with his excellency, 7a, 5.5. Cant. 5. 8, 16, with 

Chap, 6. 1, Ia lifting him up, thereby the Spirir of God 
ſheweth unto us, and convinceth us of our deadneſ(s, as 

the Apoſtle hereby, judged and reaſoned, and herein 
ſhewed all were dead, condemned to dye, and helpleſs 
in their miſery, and inſenſible of their condition, in 
that One dyed for all, and roſe again, 2 Cor, 5. 14, 
25, 
Particularly from the Counſel it ſelf, we may-note 

theſe inſtructions, 
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1, That there isa rich treaſury, and full and compleat 
p:oviſion, anſwering to the neecs of thoſe that are poor, 
&c. and know 1t not, 

2. That this proviſion may be had by ſuch as are 
por, &c. 

3. That totheen4 they partake of this proviſion,and 
preparation, it is needful for them to bay it, to £wy this 
Goldiryed in the fire, XC, 

4.,T hat they may ſo value it as to buy ir, needful it 
is that they are prevented,and ſtrengthened by theGrace 
of God;they annoint their Eyes with eye-ſalue that they may 

26 
ſ 1, That there is a rich treaſury, and full and com- 
pleat proviſion anſwering to the needs of thoſe that are 
poor, and wietched, and miſerable, andpeae, and blind, 
and naked, and know it not, ſuch an one as doth anſwer 
toall theirneeds, and may ſupply #ll their wants; here 
is Gold tryed in the fire, to anſwer to their wre!chedneſs, 
miſera'leneſs and Poverty , white raiment, tO Cover 
their nakedneſs, and Eye-ſalve to cnre their blind- 
neſs. 
om God aſfiſting, we ſhall conſider in the fi:ſt branch 
of the Counſel, 

1. What is this Gold here commended and counſelled 
to, and why called Cold? 

2, What is fignified by its being ſaid, To be tried in 
the fire ? 

3. What imported inthe end and motive to buy it, 
That thou mayſt be rich? 

1, What is this Goldthat is commenced, and counſel- 
led, and why ſocalled> 

The Gold here commended and councelled 


to, is not natural Gold, or that moſt excellence 
metal 
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metal which is taken out of the Earth, and which is of 
ſuch high account amongſt men z and lo it is not of the 
riches of this world z for the wretched, miſerzble poor, 
blind, naked, could not buy this in a natural ſenſe, ſuch 
have it nor, nor can.they obtain it, or labour for it z nor 
have they any thing to give in exchange for ic, who are 
ſo miſerably poor : . Nor doth the faithful and true wit- 
neſs blame, rebuke,and chaſten men that are poor,blind, 
and naked, and deſtiture of this Go!d, ſimply becauſe 
they are without it, as he doth theſe for being poor but 
he is the helper of ſuch as are naturally poor, and careth 
tor them, and pityeth and compaſſtonateth them, and 
inſtrugeth others to be open-handed to them, nor doth 
he give ſuch ſerious counſcl to any of his Churches, to 
buy ſuch a corruptible thing as is this earthly Gold nor 
need we beſo earneſtly counſelled to labour for this pe. 
riſhing thing z every one naturally is too much inclined 
to the world, and the things thereof, from the leaſt to the 
oreateſt every one is given to coyetouſneſs; but rather 
on the other hand we need tobe admoniſhed, and the 
Wiſdom of God coth admoniſh us, not to labour to be 
rich, Prov. 23, 4. Yea a man may indeed be poor and 
miſerable enough in the account of this faithful and 
gracious Counſellor, though he had a ſufficient quan- 
tity of natural Gold; yea, though he had the whole 
World, and all the riches thereof : But here this 
blefled Counſeller ſpeaketh about Spiritual and 
Heavenly things, and commendeth to us a better 
and more induring ſubſtince then any this World 
affordeth , or can be enjoyed in having and poſleſ(- 
ſing the moſt pure Gold here below. —— And 
fo, —- 
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1. By Gold is here meant, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, who is become the Fountain of, aud in whom 
are all duralle richrs ana'righteouſneſs, all that may truly 
inrich us. Prov, $, 18, He is the beginning of the Cre- 
ation of God, in whom originally, tundamentally and 
compleatly there is a neiv Creation, and all thereto ap- 
pertaining ; and ſo he isin a Spiritual conſide:ation Gold, 
There is indeed a great diſſimilitude in the old and new 

Creation in this reſpe& ; the things of the firſt are di- 
vers and different one from another ; there a man that 
counſlelleth is one thing, and Go/danother, and white rat- 
ment a thirds; but in the new, Chriſt af, Col, 3,11, 
All thines are gathered together in ont in Chriſt, Eph.1,10, 
He is the faithful and gracious Counſelior, who coun- 
celleth us to buy Gold, and he is the perſon of whom it 
is to be bought ; and he is the Gold that is to be bought, 
even he himſelf as he is declared and brought to us in the 
Glorious Goſpel, which therefore is, and is called the 
riches of this World. Rom. 11, 11, 13, So heisnot 
onely ſaid to be girded with fins Goldof Uphaz, and to 
be girt about the Paps with a Golden Girdle, asin thoſe 
viſtonal diſcoveries of him given to Danieland /ohn. 
Das, 10.5. Rev. 1,13, Aud to have 4 Crown of pure Gold 
01 his head, Plal: 21, 3. But alſo his head ( his infinite 
wiſdom, and unſearchable judgment and underltanding, 
and his Authority, Rule, and Gavernment ) #s ſaidto 
be the moſt fine Go'd, aud his hands { his works and doings 
appettaining to our redempt on, which were wrought 
by him as the white and ruddy one) Go!d Rines ſet 
with the Beril ( wonderfully rich, curious, and inriching ) 
{ant. 5.11, 14, And by virtue of their Intereſt in, uni- 
on with, and relation to him, the ſeven Churches are 
ſaid to be Golden Candleſticks, called Golden atrer 
him, 
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him, and inriched by him that' is Gold iRdeed :: Thus 
exprefly El:pha; calleth him, ſpeaking to,Fes, 1} ton 
retarn to the Almighty thau ſha't be built up, ——— Then they 
{halt lay up Gold s dnft, and the Gold of Ophir as the Stoncs 
of the Brook z, Yea, the Almighty ſha'l be thy Guld, ana'ther 
ſhalt have Silver of ftrength ; for thenſhilt thou have thy 
delieh: inthe Almighty. Job 32, 23, 26 So the Apoſtle 
ſaith, that to him was this Grace givenz That heſhovld 
preach among the Gentiles the nnſearchable riches of Chriſt s, 
namely, either the unſearchable riches he hath obtain- 
ed for us, and which are treaſured vp in him, or Chriſt 
himſelf who is unſearchable riches, Eph. 3. $, Thus alfo 
it is ſaid, That in bim are hid a'l the Treaſures of Wiſdors 
and Knowledge. Col. 2, 3. Inlike manner al(o, in other 
Metaphors, he as Preached and proclaimed in the Goſ- 
pel is ſaid to be a Pearl of great price, and Treaſure hid 
in a held. Mat. 13. 44, 46. 

2, Now he 'in himſelf, and as declared tous in his 
Teſtimony is called and compared to Gold, to fignifie 
to us in general his preciouinels, and that he is moſt-in- 
riching, as alſo is ſignified in the end laid down, and 
propoſed to us to buy it, That we maybe rich: The Holy 
Ghoſt doth frequently make uſe ot the moſt precious 
things of this world, and compare him thereto, to give 
us ſome intimation of his excellency, though indeed 
none of them; yea, all of them cannot ſufficiently ac- 
quaint us with his worthinefs, or fer forth all his praiſes; 
buc for the helpfulneſs of us, and becauſe of the infir- 
mity of our fleſh, he uſeth {uch expreſſions, we being 
better skilled in the things here blow, that we might 
in 2 little meaſure by theſe be informed. ot his preciouſ- 
neſs and praiſe-worthineſs , thar our Souls might be 


broken off (rom the things here below, and cleave to 
him 
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him, and we might (eek for thatin him whichis truly in 
him, and but appearingly and ſeemingly in natural and 
earthly things; And here he uſeth this expreſſion of 
gold, and particularly he is called and compared to 
old, 
” 1, Becauſe as Gold is taken out of the earth before 
ic becometh to precious, and inriching tous. Fob, 28, 
5,6. Soour Lord ſeſus Chriſt fell into the ground, and 
died, and was taken out of the earth, the heart of the 
earth, that he might become inriching ro us, Herein 
indeed there is a diſſimilitude between the natural gold, 
and this ſpiritual ( as there are many between the old 
and new creation, and things appertaining to both ) 
the earth is the original place of the former, bur it is 
' not ſo of the latter : Chriſt came down from Heaven, 
from above; hewas inthe form of God, and was glo- 
rions with the father's own ſelf before the world was. 
Fob, 3.31. &6.38, 51, & 17 5, heis (as to hisdi- 
vine conſideration ) over all, God bleſſed for ever, Rom. 
9. 5. from everlaſting to everlaſting he © God, Pſal. go. 
I, 2, But now, that he might become unſearchable rich- 
es for us, it was abſolutely neceſſary that he ſhould ſuf- 
fer, and riſe again from the dead. A. 17, 3. Luk, 24, 
26. ye know ( (aith the Apoſtle) the grace of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, who beirg rich ( the proper and onely Lord 
and Heir of all things by divine and eternal generation ) 
for your ſakes became poor, that ye thorow his pouerty might 
be enriched, 2 Cor, 8.9. So he faith of, and concerning 
himſelf; except 4 corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
dye, it abideth alone, bat if it die it bringeth forth muth 
fruit, Foh. 12,24. he might have remained alone in 
the injoyment of his own glory, and glorious perfeRion, 
though he had not fallen into the earth ; - but he could 
, not 
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not have brought us back to God, but we muſt have 
remained in our mif:-able poverty for ever ; he could 
not have been communicable riches to us, as we had de- 
parted from God, and fallen by cur iniquiries, if he had 
aot died for our fins, and been buried ; and if alſo he 
who was delivered for our offences had not been raiſed 
a2ain, and taken our of theearth in that ſame body in 
which he was put to death, and laid in a Sepulchre, he 
could not have been Gold torus, we could not have been 
partakers of him, and of that gloty in him: If Chriſt 
be not raiſed again we are yet in our fins ; preaching, 
and hearing, faith and hope is vain, and they who are 
fallen aſleep in Chriſt are periſhed z and we muſt be 
baniſhed from God for ever neceſſarily, and ſo continue 
poor, and miſetable everlaſtingly : But now Chriſt is 
riſen from the dead, and ſo truth ( ſubſtance, and ſub- 
ſtantial riches) is ſprung out of the earth, (in his re- 
ſurreRion ) and righteouſneſs looketh down from Hea- 
ven; and God giveth us that which is good, Pſal, $5. 
10,12, and in him bodily ( even in that body which 
the father prepared for him, and in which he bare our 
ſins on the tree, and was taken from Priſon and from 
Jedgment ) dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
and in him we are compleat, compleatly provided for, 
and furniſhed with all that may truly intich us. Colof. 2, 
9.10, *He is now aſcended up on high,and hath led cap- 
* tivity captive,and received gifts [in the man] for men, 
© yea, for therebellious alſo, that the Lord God mighc 
*dwell among thems He is aſcended, and gone up to a 
glorious place, and to a glorious ſtate ; in him it hath 
pleaſed all the fulneſs ro dwell ; But in that he aſcend- 
ed, © what is it (what is ſignified hereby, and imported 


©tous herein as needful hereto) bur that he alſo firſt de- 
ſcended 


—  —— 
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© {cended into the lower parts of the earth ( into the 
womb of the Virgin. and into a great abaſement, into 
many (o:rows and ſufferings z he humbled himſelf, and 
became obedient to death, even the death of thectols x 
vea he went down into the heart of theearth z his ſoul 
was in hell, and his fleſh in the grave, in the beily, or 
womb of the earth) © He that delcenced is the ſame alſo 
* that aſcended ftarr above all Heavens, that he might fill 
© all things (with the virtues and influences of his ſuffer- 
ings and ſacrifice ) © and tulfill all things, Pſa!, 68, 18. 
with Epheſ. 4.9,10. It is through his tailing into the 
earth « 13 he hath exalced, and advanced our nature {0 
highly, that he is in it become the great God and our 
Saviour, the:Lord and Chriſt, the heir of all things, 
2nd inheritour of God's holy mountain: Becaule he 


humbled himſelt, therefore God bighly exalted him, and 


gave him a name above every name : And he is gone up in- 
10 Heaven, and and is ox the right hand of God, Angels, 
Awuthortties, and Powers being made ſnbjed to him, Heb, 
9. 12. Philip. 2.6,9, 1 Pct. 3,21, 22, ' The Captain 
of our ſalvationis become perfect for us through ſuffer- 
ing. Heb. 2,10, The Lord-did (in a wonderful and 
ſupernatural way ) createa new thing in the earthy and 
it is this fruit of the earth which is excellent and come- 
ly for our eſcape, Fer,31.22, 1ſa. 4, 2, But this may 
be further ſpoken,co in what is ſaid, and affirmed of this 
£o/d, towit, that is tricd inthe fire, — 

2. He is called and compared to gold, becauſe as na- 
tural Gold is the moſt excellent meral which God hath 
created; ſo this faithful andtrue witnels is the moſt ex- 
cellent one, thereis none to be compare to him + Gold 
is more precious then Iron, Braſs, S:lver, or any other 
metal,” Ja, 60,17. Numb, 31.22, SO he is precious, 
ex- 
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excellent as the Cedars (namely; as the Cedars excel 
other trees, ſo doth he other perſons and things ) Cant, 
5.15, He #i the beginning, (the principal one, God's 
firſt born ) the firſt begotten from the dead, that in all 
things (andamong(t all perſons ) he might have the pre- 
eminence; for it hath pleaſed the father that in him fhould 
all fuln:(s dzell, Pal, 89. 27, Col.n, 18,19, He &« 
white and Ruday, the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, Cant. 
5,10. he is fairer then the children of men, Pſal, 45.2, 
Whatever beauty , or comely proportion they may 
have, cheir fairne(s is not to be compared to his; he is 
fair with the beauty of holineſs, and there is no blem- 
iſh, or ſpot in him, no finin him, or wrinckle of ſor- 
row and infi: mity upon him, 1 Pet,1, 19. Heis more 
excellent chen the Angels, he hath by inheritance ob- 
cained a more excellent name then they; for unto which 
of the Ange)s ſaid heat any time, thos art my Son, this 
day have t begotten thee? All the Angels of God are re- 
quired to worſhip him : He whois raiſed from the dead 
( even the manChrilt Jeſus) # ſet en the right hand of 
God inthe Heavenly places ;, far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that us 
named, not only in this world, but al'o in that which is to 
come , aud God hath pat all things under his feety and 
given him to be head over all things, &c, And therefore 
alſo in him we are compleat, becauſe he i the lead of all 
princ'pality and power, Heb, 1,4, 14, Epheſ, 1, 20,32, 
Col. 2.10, This man was counted worthy of more honour 
then Moſes ( who was the Meciator of the firſt Teſta- 
ment) #n2ſmuch as he who buildeth the houſe hath more 
hononr then the huwſe > Meſes indeed was faithful in all his 
houſe as a Servanr, But Chriſt ( not as a ſervant, but ) 
as 2 Son (not in, only, but ) ann his own houſe (He 

is 
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is the Lord of it, and hath dominion over it, and fe 
only. Epheſ, 4.5, 1 Cor, 8, 5,6.) Heb. 3. 2,6. & 
10. 21. And he hath obtained a4 more excelleut miniſtry, 
by how mnch alſo he is the Mediatonr of a better Teſtamext, 
eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes, Heb, 8, 6, He isamore 
excellent High Prieſt then was Aaros, or any of the high 
Prieſts under the Law: A more excellent perſon, they, 
the Sons of men, he is Jeſus the Son of God, Heb, 4. 
14, they had infirmity, but he is boly, harmleſs, unde- 
filed, ſeparate from Sinners, and made higher then the 
Heavens, Heb, 7, 26,28, they were made after the law of 
4 carnal commandment, but be after the poner of an endleſs 
life, Heb. 7, 16, 17. they were made Priefls without an 
oath , bat he with ay oath. Heb. 7,20, 21, They were 
many Prieſts, becauſe they were not ſuffered to continue 
by reaſon of death; But this man becauſe he continuath 
ever hath an wnchangeable Prieſthood, which paſſeth not 
from him to any other ( to no Vicar on earth) rhere- 
fore he is able to ſawe tothe mitermoſt thew that come to God 
by him, &c. Heb, 7.24, 25. They miniſtred about a 
worldly ſanQuary z /ut he is the Miniſter of the ſaniFn2- 
79, and true tabernacle which the Lerd pitched, and net may, 
Heb, 9.1, &8,2. They offered up ſacrifices which 
could never take away fin, for it was not poſſible that 
the blood of bulls and of goats could take away fin 
But this man, when he had offered up one ſacrifice for 
fins for ever (even himſelf, his own body once for all ) 
ſate down on the right hand of God, ( trom ever offer- 
ing any more a propitiatory ſacrifice ) he needethnot 
daily as the former High Prieſts to offer up ſacrifice, 
firſt for his own (ins, and then for the peoples, for this 
he did once when he offered up himſelf, Heb. 10.1, 12, 
&-7,27, They en'red into the holy places made with 
hangs, 
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hands, which are the figures of the true, but he into 
Heaven it ſelf, now to appear inthe preſence of God 
for us; ht is ſet on the right band of the throne of majeſty 
in the Heavens. Heb. $,1, & 9.24. Heis more excel- 
lent then all Kings and Prophets in former times; he is 
anointed with theoyl of gladneſs above his fellows. Heb, 
1,9, God hath ſet chis King upon his holy hill of Zion, 
and raiſed up him a Prophet whom all are to hear in all 
things what{oever he ſha!l ſay unto them; and whoſo- 
ever will not hear this Prophet ſhall be deſtroyed from 
among the people, 4s 3. 22,23, He is excellent in 
wiſdom aboveall men (for God hath not giventhe ſpi- 
rit by meaſure unto him) yea he is greater therein then 
Solomon, who was wiler then all men. 1 King. 4. 29, 
3t, with Matt, 1:,42, © He is more excellent then the 
© mountainsof Prey. Pſal.76, 4. This man is more pre- 
© cious then fine gold, even chis man then the golden 
© wedge of Ophir. Iſa. 13.12. Man knoweth not the 
© price of this excellent one, this wiſdom that is from 
*above, neither is it found inthe land of the living — 
© jt cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
© precious onyx, or the Saphire : the gold and the cry- 
« ſtal cannot egual it 5 -—— no mention ſhall be made of 
© coral, or of pearls, for the price of wiſdom is above 
rubies; The Topaz of Ethiepia ſhall not equal ir, nei- 
© ther ſhall it be valued with pure Gold, Fob 28. 13,19. 
© He that came down, and cometh down from above, is 
© above all, above all other perſons and th.ngs ; Witf- 
*dom is better then rubies, and all the things that may 
«be defired are not to be compared to him. 7ob. 3, 31, 
Prov, $,10,11, He is more excellent then all the pri- 
viledges of the fleſh, and then all our works of righte- 
ouſneſs, zeal, Es 3 6 and qualifications . 
2 an 
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and therefore the Apoſtle counted thoſe things char 
were formetly gain to him, and in which was his life, 
confidence 'and. conſolation lofs for Chriſt, ; yea, he 
went on to count all things as loſs and dung tor the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, that he might win 
him, &c, Phil, 3.4.9. 0h! happy # the man that find- 
eh Wiſdom; — For [be is more precions then Rubies ; yea, 
all the tl. ings thou canſt d:fire are not to be compared to hey, 
Prov. 3. 13 15. There 1s none ſoexcellenr, none {0 
inriching as is this Spiritual and Heavenly Gold : He 
doth more; yea, inexprefſibly more exceed all other 
perſons and things, then natural Gold doth excell all 0- 
ther Metals whatioever. 
3. He is called and compared to Ge/d ; becauſe as Mo- 
ney anſwereth all things in having Gold, tried Gold, a 
man may have any thing here below, Zccleſ, 1o. 1g. 
So it is moſt fully and compleatly true here, now by 
faith, and in ſome Spiritual farſt fruits, and (hall be here- 
after in the Harveſt, and in a compleatly ſatisfying, and 
glorious injoyment : He that hath Chriſt hath all things 
in ſuch a maner as he hath, and enjoyethhim , Thea- 
ther hatheſo loved the Son ; becauſe he fell into the 
ground, and died, and rofe :gaininthat his own per- 
ſonal body, that he hath given, and delivered all chings 
unto him, and filled him with all tulneſs ; he is become 
a Fountain of Grace and Truth, a Treaſury of all for- 
oiveneſs, Wiſdom, Spirit, and Lites and in having, 
and being made partakers of him, thoſe Treaſures in 
him are alſo by faith received : 1» him wehawve Redemp- 
tion through his Blood,even the forgiveneſs of fins according 
to the riches of Gods Grace, Eph, 1,7. Col. 1. 14, To 
him give all the Prophets witneſs, That through his name 


whoſoever believeth in him ſhall recetvethe ſorgiventſs of 
fins, 
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fins, As 10. 43. & 12, 39, Iathis beloved one, and 
in having him, they are made accepted. Epheſ. 1.6. 
And have righteouſneſs without works imputed to 
them, they are made the righteouſne!s of God in him : 
So the Apoſtle iignifieth, that in winning Chriſt, and 
being found in him, Ae ſhould have the righteouſne(s w' icl, 
is throneh the faich of Chriſt, Rom, 3,22. & 4, 5, 6, & 
10, 9,10, 2 Cor,5, 21, Phil, 3. 8,9. To as many as 
receive him, to them he giveth power tobecome the Sons of 
God, even to them that believe on iis name, Jobn 1, 1:, 
Thry are the Children of God by faith in Chriſt Feſus. Gai, 
3. 26, And becauſe in having him they are Sons, Gos 
hath given unto them, and ſent forth into their Hearts the 
Spirit of his Son, Gal 4.6. He that beliewcth 6n me as tlc 
Scripture hath ſaid ( faith Chriſt ) ov! of his telly ſhall flow - 
Rivers of living Waters : But this (pake heof the Spirit, 
which they chat believe on him ſhould receive : Hence 
Chriſt's being in the believers, and the Spirit's being in 
them are uſed indifferently ; to ſignifie in having him 
we may, and ſhall have the Spiric alio for itis givento 
him without meaſure, and put upon him, and reſterh 
on him, to fit and fu:nith him for the wot k the father 
hath appointed him to do, and to diſpenſe to ns accord - 
ing to Our needs,condcitions,and capacities. Fo'n7.37,39, 
Rom, $.9,11.Fohn 3.34 1ſa 42.1,&61,1,%11,1.7. And 
in being mace Sons they have by virtue of their union 
with,and relation to Chiiſt, right and title to,and intereſt 
inthat inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
tadeth not away ; 1f Sons then Heirs, Heirs of Gol, and 
Co heirs with Chriſt;a: d if Chrift's,then are they Abraham's: 
Seed and Heirs, according to Promiſe, Rom. 8. 17, Gal, 
3. 17. He that hath the Sen hath life, kath everlaſting life, 


4:4 ſhall not com ints cond-mpnation, 1 Johns, 11, John: 
\ 2 26 
» LS hats 


_—_— 
— 


Me . __ _—_— —_— 
: OOPS TO Tu a rem a. 
= =_ - —_ _ - 


b —_— 


73 Needful Counſel for 


3. 36, He that hath him is a Subje& of God's peculiar 
Love and Grace, loved with other manner of love then 
any of thoſe without him are loved withall 3 God will 
lovehim, and Chriſt will love him, and manifeſt himſelf 
unto him: He that findeth im findeth life, and ſhall obtain 
favour 6f the Lord, Prov, 8, 35, In having him we have 
the promiſes, to Abraham and his Seed they were made, 
not to ſeeds as of many, but to one, even Chriſt ; they 
were originally made to him, and confirmed in 
him, andeſtabliſhed by his Blood , for heis the Amen 
and ſecundarily in coming unto, and believing in him 
co all believers: In being Chrift's they are Abraham's Seed, 
and ſo the Promiſes are theirs, Gal, 3. 16, 17, 26,29, 
Theſe that are Lora of him are the Children of the Promiſe.. 
Rom 9. 7, 8. Tea, inreceiving himin the Teflimony, they 
recetve him alſo who ſent him. Mat. 10, 40, They have 
fellowſhip with Chriſt Feſus. 1 Cor,1,9, And Cohis fa- 
ther is their tather, his Spirit istheir Spirit, his Goſpel 
their Goſpel, his promiſes their promiſes, his inheritance 
their inheritance, his ſervants their ſervants, his Glery 
their- Glory, his Brerchren and Companions their 
Brethren and Companions, |'s receivers their receivers, 
and his Enemies cheir Enemies: Tea, 4s a!l things are de- 
livered to him of the father, ſoby f.tth all things are theirs, 
wether Paul, er Apollo, or Cephas / whether thoſe 
that had che Goſpel of che Circumcition committed to 
them, or the Goſpel of the Uncircumciſion; or, whe- 
ther ſuch who as wiſe Maſter-builers laid the foundati- 
on, or ſuch as built thzreu on ) or the world ( the men 
and things of the world ) 6r life, (to be maintained and 
continued as, and while it may be good for them ) 
or death, (all afflitions , trials, temptations, necefli- 
les, ſtraits, poverty, perſecutions, yea death it ſelf is 
gain 
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gain tothem ) or things preſent, ( thoſe thingsnow ated, 
done and enjoyed ) #r things ts come, ( at the glorious 
appearing oi the great God and our Saviour JeſusChriſt) 
all is theirs, and they are Chriſts , and Chriſt is Gods, 
1 Cor, 3, 21, 23, Evenas in Ea:thly and natural Gold 
all the things of this world are ſummarily included and 
infolded, as it were, and are had in having it, a man 
may have ſuch Food, Raiment, Phyſick, Habitation, 
Honour, Friendſhip as he defireth, ſo, and much more 
truly and compleatly may it beſaid of, and applied co- 
Jeſus Chriſt as with reſpe& to durable and Heavenly 
things : In him God hath bleſſed vs with all Spiritual 
bleſſings in Heavenly things ; yea, he himſelf is ſaid co 
be the things themſelves whichare in him z becauſe they 
are infolded in him, and may be, and ſhall be certainly: 
had, and partaken of, in receiving and enjoying him : 
As to inſtance a little particularly 4 as in him is recemp- 
tion, {o he is made of God to the believer redempcion, 
Eph,1.7. with 1Cor1, 30, AsSinhim is life, God hath: 
given us Eternal life, and this life is in his Sox 5, So he is: 
our life, heis the true God and Eterzal life. 1 Johns. 11, 
wich Col, 3.3,4.& 1 Johns, 20, As in him are hid 
all the Treaſures of Wiidom, fo heis made of God to 
them that are in him Wiſdom, Chriſt is the wiſdom 6* 
God, Col, 2, 3; with 1 Cor, 1. 24, 30, As1n him is 
righteouſneſs, ſo he is therighteouine(s of God, Ard 
his name is, Fehovah our righteouſnc(s, Wa. 45. 24. with 
Rom, 3. 21, Jer, 23,6, Asin himis Salvation, Nether 
is there Salvation in any other, (0hets the Salvation of 
God, which he hath prepared b:fore the face of all people. 
Ads 4. 12. with Luke2. 30, 31, «As in bim is Peace, 
ſo he is our Peace, Tis man ſhall be the Peace, &c. Jonn 


26, 33e wi:h Epheſ. 2, 14. & Mica 5,5. As inhimn 
there. 
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there is Conſolation, ſo he is Conſolation, fit and proper 
ro comfort any one in any tribulations, 4d the Conſolati- 
on of Iſrael. Phil. 2.1. with Lake 2, 25, Yeaas in him 
is all fulneſs, ſo he is all. Col, 1, 19, with Chap, 3. 11s 
And hence the Spouſe rejoyceth in this. and declarerh 
this to be the ſum and compleatmeng of her bleſledne(s 
and happineſs; My beloved is mint, T am his, Cant, 2, 
16, & 6, 3. And the P{almiſt crieth out, Whows have I 
in Heaven but thee? and there is none upon Earth that I de- 
fire Lefides thee, Plal. 73,25. And the Prophet, The Lord 
is my portion, ſaith my Soul, therefore 1 will hope in him. 
Lam, 3. 24- Yea, this word of the Lord ( who ia the laſt 
Ages was madefl<(h ) ſetteth this as compleat and (ati(- 
lying conſolation, an incouragement before Abraham, 
Fear not A'\wabam, I am thy Shield and thy exceeding great 
reward, Gen. 15, 1, And indeed this is the (um of all 
blefſedneſs now and hereatter, to have him to be ours ; 
Oh Bleſſed is every (uch an one whe hath the Loyd for bis 
Gods, For the Lira God is a Sun «11d 4 Shield, he will give 
Grace ani Glory, &c.Plal, 33, 12. & 146.5, & 84. 10, 
it. Gen. 17..7. 8 Cor. 6. 16, 17, Rev. 3t. 3» 7o 
Yea, in having him, we ſhall not only have inand with 
him all things that are Spiritual and Heavenly, but in 
ſeeking firſt his Ki:gdom, and therighteouſnels thereof, 
zll other things ſhall be added to us, which are good and 
needful thereto; ſuch meat, drink, an apparel, ſuch 
food, an4 raiment, and all accomodations as may con- 
duce unto ou! ieeking more to know him, win him, 
and be found in him. 41at. 6, 33. Godlincſs { even God 
who was maniteſtedin the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, 
whois the root and foundation of Godlinels, and recei- 
ving and having him) zs profitable unto all tings, having 
the promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that which is to 
60me, 
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come. 1 Tim. 4, 8, with Chap, 3. 16, And thisis great 
;acouragement to ſeek him, that we may be partakers 
of him 3 For they that ſeek him ſhall not want an; good 
thing. Pſal, 84, 8, 10, And this affordeth good cauſe 
to have our converſation withour covetouſnels, :in him, 
and in having him, we have ail things, may do all things, 
bear, ſuffer, inCure, part with all things, as the Apoſtle 
faithz 7 can do all things tn Chriſt that trengtheneth me. 
Phil. 4. 43. Oh ! heis Gold ind: ed, thataniwereth all 
things 3 2nd thetefore he may be firſt commended; and 
commend him(elt to us under this expreſſion of Goldin 
this place and eliewhere, co inſtruc as, that in having 
and buying this Ge/d, we ſha!l rogether herewith have 
all other things, White ratment, Eye-ſalve, &c. Job 
28.12—20, Prov, 3. 3l—15.&8, 10, 11. & 16, 16, 
Col. 2. 3. Mat, 13, 44—46, Length of das & in Wiſaoms 
right hand ( which is ſo inriching ) azd tu her left hand 
riches and honour; her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, aud 
all br paths are peace, ſhe ts a Tree of Life to all that lay 
hold on her, and happy is everyone that retaineth her, Prov. 
3. 15, 18. She leadeth inthe way of righteouſne(s, in the 
midft of the paths of judgment, that ſhe may canſe thoſe that 
love her to inherit ſubſtance, and ſhe will fill all their Trea- 
ſures, Prov, 8.18 — 19,21, 

4. He is called and compared to Gold; becauſe as 
Gold , eſpecially when tried, is very Celightful 
and deſirable to the natural eye, the eye of the 
body, and that with which the heart is affeRed, even 
ſo Jeſus Chriſt is amiable tothe inlightned eye of the 
underſtanding, as he is diſplayed betore us in theevis 
dence and demonſtration of the Spirit; the riches of 
this world, and fo Gold which is the moſt excellent 
part of it, taketh the eye, and delighteth che hearrs 
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hence itis called, The 1#{t of the eye, 1 John 2.16, And 
the eye is-ſaid to flee upon this, even as the Eagleor 
Hawk fleech upon the prey, as it the lite did confiſt in 
the having and enjoying 1t ( though incCeed it doth nor, 
LS 12,15.) Prov. 23. 4, 5. Thus Achas conteſſeth, 
That when he ſaw two hundred Shikels of Silver, and 4 
Wedze of Gold, t'en be coveted them, Joſh, 7. 21. Ic 
dreiv his affetionto, and deſire 4'ter them : Gold and 
thetiches of this world are pleaſing co the eye;and affe&t 
hearts of men, and c2uſe them to loye them, truſt in, 
and\gfory in the enjoyment of them z hence becauſe ot 
the vanity , emptineſs and uncertainty of them, the 
Holy Ghoſt givech ſuch frequent admonitions, N:z 79 
fer the Eye wponthem, not to ſet the Heart upon th:m, not 
truſt er glory in them, &c. Prov, 23 5, Pal, 62, 10, 
1 Tim'6, 17. Jer. 9. 23, And Holy men of God have 
prayed him to turn away their eyes trom beholding 
this ObjeR of covetouſneſs. Pſal, 119.36, 37, Which in- 
timateth to us how deſirable this is in it ſelf, and cous 
all naturally z but behold a:more excellent and pleaſanr 
Objet : We may ay in this reſpe&t, Jeſus Chriſt may 
be called Goid ; becauſe he iseminently, and moſt fully 
defirable, and taking to the Soul, as he hath been tried 
in the firſt ; he is compleatly delightſul, and there is 
in him that which is powertu! to draw the eye, and at- 
trac the heart unto him,and cauſe men to luſt a!ter hims 
hence he is called The deſire of a'l Natzons , becauſe he 
is wholy and altogether defi:able, and 1s, and hathin 
him eminently that which all Nations do deſire, and c0- 
vet after, v/z,, That which may givereſt and latisfying 
ro them ( though . through their to0i;ſhne(s they are 
ſeeking it in wrong Objects, even in that which is not ) 
Hae, 2: 7, Thus when the Spout is deſcribing the ami- 
| 2D1eneſs 
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gvleneſs of her beloved, the firſt account ſhe giveth of 
him particularly is, That his head ts as the moſt fine Golds 
Cant, 5, 11, To intimate, that in this reſpec he1s very 
taking with, and delightful tro the Heart; He tsa won- 
derful enamouring Obje& as he is liited up by the Spirit 
in the Teſtimony, and which is very powertul co cauſe 
men to run uato him; becauſe ot the Lord his God, 
and for the Holy one of 7/rael; for he hath glorifi- 
cd him; hence we are fo oftentimes called upon 
fo be hold him: So the father ſaith, Behold my ſer- 
ways whom 1 upheld, mine ele# in whom my Seu de- 
lizhteth, Ifa, 42. 1— 97. And Chriſt himfelt ſaith» 
Look unto me and be ye ſaved ati the ends of the Exrib, 
Iſa, 45. 22, And again he iaith —Beholi me, behold mt, 
10 4 Nation that was not called by bis name, Ia, 65. 1, 
And the Work ot the Spiric is to glorifie Chr:ſt, and 
to lift him up as Moſes lifted up the Serpeat in the Wil- 
derneſs, that men might look to him yz Az that whoſs- 
ever looketh'to bim, and believeth in him, ſhonld not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. John 16, 14. & 3, 14,15, 
And the work ot the Spoule, of all chaſte'ones, .js to 
diſcover his love and lovelinels, that-men might come 
to Chriſt: Thus when the Daughters of Ferw{alrm in- 
quire of her ; * Vhat is thy beloved more then beloved, 
* O thou faireſt among Women ? What is thy beloveC 
* more then beloved, that thou doſt {6 charge us > She 
with much pleaſure and contentment 8n(wereth, © My 
* beloved is White and Ruddy,the chieiclt o'ren thou- 
© ſands; -— ke is excellent as the Ceders, his mouth 1s 
* moſt ſweet; yea, he is altogether lovely; this is my 
* beloved, an4 this is my friend, O ye daughtets of Peru 
*ſalem, And this diſcovery ot him was ſortaking with: 
M2 them 
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chem, that they alſo inquire whither he was gone, that 
chey might ſcek him with hers her workand bufine(s 
is not todirect to her ſelt, and mainly to infiſt upon the 
commendation of her felt, as coth Myſtery Babjlon, both 
Mother and Daughters,who ſpend a great deal of time, 
and uſe many Arguments to commend themſelves, and 
to prove themſelves tobe the true Catholick Church, 
and thatzthere is nonelike to them 3 Oh what contenti- 
ons arethere amongſt them on this account! How great- 
ly do they ſtrive which ſhall be accounted the trueft and 
chiefeft 2 Yea; the is (o tar from this, that ſhe faith to 
che Daughters of Jer»ſalers;, Look not upon me, but 
as ſhe delighterh to behold, and look upon her beloved, 
ſo alſo to praiſe and commend him, and make mention 
of his deſirableneſs, and praiſe- worthineſs to others, that 
they may enquireatter, and dire their Eyes unto this 
alluring ObjeR, and ſhe is greatly pleaſed, and in her 
Element, as it were, when the is ſpeaking of, and ſhew- 
ing forth his praiſes to others yea, this is the end why 
they that believe are brought into, and made of his 
Church, and ſo greatly piviledged, not that they might 
proclaim their own goodneſs , but that they ſhould 
make mention ot his righteouſneſs, znd ſherw torth his 
praiſes, who hath called chem o»t of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light, which in time paſt were not a people, 
buz are now the people of God,Cant. 5, 9 —16. & 6, 1, 
with Chap, 1, 5, 6: 1 Pet, 2.9, 19. And his defirable- 
neſs, and lovelinels to the eye, is{ignified in ſeveral de- 
ſcriptions, and ceclarations given of him, in which 
he is like to, though infinitely exceeding Gold, 
even pleaſant to behold , So he is ſaid tobe beautiful, 
beauty and fairneſsare very delightful, and defirable, the 
eye is affected therewith, and apt to Juſt _—_— 
Hence 
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hence it is ſaid, The Sors of God ſaw the Dang bters of men 
that they wire fair, andthe took them to Wiſe, Gen, 6. 2. 
Upon this account, becaule beauty is ſo pleaſing to the 
eye,even Holy men tor ſaving themſelves, have polluted 
themſelves; AS Abrabam and Iſaac, becauſe their Wive 

were fair and beautiful, Gen, 12, 11—15, & 26. 27, 
Efther 1, 11, And the Holy- Ghoſt warneth us, Not to 
luft after the beanty of the Whoriſh Woman, to intimate to 
us,that beauty 15 very taking with us. Prov. 6.25, 2 Sams. 
It, 2, But oh how great is his beauty ! Heis beautiful 
even toadmiration, Zech. 9. 17, Hence the Spouſe ſaith, 
Behold thow art fair, my beloved, yea pleaſant. Cant 1, 16. 
Hence alſo wien the Spoiſe declareth his amiablenz(s, 
ſhe ſaith fi:ſt in general, IMy beloved is white an1 Rudy; 
that is tofay, heis Immanuel, God with us in our Na- 
ture, and for us; he was over all, God bleſſed tor ever, 
and yet he took part with us of fleſh and blood, and bare 
our fins in that his own body which the tather prepared 
for him, and died our death, and is acquitted from 0:1 
fins, and death for us, and is in our Nature become fairer 
then the Children of Men, Carr. 5.20. P{1!,45.2. Beau- 
tiul, and comely with the beauty of ho'inels, Again 
he is called the Erg»t, and compared to the Syn. Fobn 
1.9, Mal. 4,2, Plal, $4.11, Traiyth: ligh: is ſweet, and 
a pleaſant thing it ts for theenes ta betho!d th? Sun, EccleC. 
11,-7. Oh! he inlightner! the eye, cheareth the Heart, 
comforteth the Soul, reviveththe drooping and broken 
Spirit, and manifeſtethall things to us in their right and 
proper Colours; © He is the light of the World, the 
© oreat manifeſtation of God, and of all things to us. 
Fohn $8, 12. This man is more precious and delight- 

ful to behold and look upon then- fine refined Gold, 
Iſa, 13, 12. © And who ſolookethinto the perteR _ 

( 


- 
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© of 1;her:y (in which. his beauty is evidently fet forth 
before our eyes: Whoſo pryeth into chis, peepeth 
wiſtly, and confideringly, and ſtoopeth down here to 
behold it.) *and continueth $ it will cauſe him to deſire 
after, and delight in Chriſt ; and, orever heis aware, 
ic will make his Soul, and his (ſoul will make him like 
the Chariots of Aminadab. Fam. 1, 25, It will make 
him fick of love, unſatisfied, reſtie's, and diſeaſed rill 
he mote know him, yea till he fully, and compleatly 
injoy and he male partaker of him, he veing the Objea 
ia whom is the lighe and healch of his countenance, 
Cant. 2.3,5, &5.8, Pſal.42.5,11, & 43.5. Oh 
chat we di4 more know the lovelineſs of this pleaſant 
ObjeR, this woulJ make vs defire this one thing of the 
Lord, and ſeek after it, that w? might dwell in the houſe 
of the Lord all the days of our life, to behold the bean'y of 
the Lord, andto inquire into his holy Temple, P[al,27. 4, 
5. 7h,4. 10, Inſuch like reſpeRs he is compared to 
Gol 

2, Wehaveinthenext place to inquireand conſider, 
n hat is meant by this expreſſion, [ rzed 7@ the fire ] 
taerein is ſignified, 

I, The wonderful aflitions 3nd ſores which Chriſt 
indured and underwent for us, and 'or our ſakes; here- 
in he was like gold thrown into the fire as that fignift- 
eth great and grievous pains, and ſuff:rings: He wes 
tormented (25 in the fire) for our tran{eri{vtons, bruiſed 
for cur iniquity, the chaſtiſement of our peace w.is upon 
him, Iſa, 52. 5, He was a man of ſorrows, and ac- 
quiinted with grief ( even made up, as it were, of for- 
rows ) and therefore he is eminently and emphatically 
called, the afflifFed one, Pſal. 22,24. There was no 
forrow like unto that ſorrow done unto him, whe! _ 
the 
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the Lord aflited him in the Cay of his fierce anzer, 
Herein he was {ite gold 'ri2d, he was caſt into the fire 
indeed, ans it's butthe ſhaco.y of ir, as it were,wee paſs 
ehrough, 

All Gods waves and billows went over him, ks wrath 
lay hard npon him, andh: afflicted him with a'l his waver, 
Pſal, $8. 3,16, tence he cried our, © my ſoul is &x- 
* ceeding ſorrowtful even unto Ceath, before men laid 
"hold on him. Ma't. 26, 37. 38, Mark 14, 33, 34, 
Fob. 12,27, The (ather left him to feel the weighr of 
our fins, and the fiercenefs of that fire we had kingled 
againſt our ſelves 3 and this made him cry out and roar 
by reaſon of that horrour that overwhelmed him : Sv 
hot and great was the fire of God's wrath into which he 
was throne, that his heartw.ss like wax. ( before the fire ) 
©it was melted in the midſt of his bowels ;. and his 
© ſtrength dried up like a potſherd, and God broughr 
* him into the duſt of death, Pſal, 22,1,2,-14,15,1t ple- 
ſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he put him to grief; *he 
© made his ſoul an offering for our finsz he ſpared not 
* his-own Son, but delivered him vp for us all. ſa, 53, 
*10. Rem, 8, 32, — 

And he indured great things from the hangs of men, 
he was a repro:hot men, and deſpiſed of the people; 
reproch did break his beart, and he was {uil of heavi- 
neſs, wherewith his ſoul was even mel:ed, P{a!, 69. 20, 
with P/a!, 119,28. They cid detpitefuily uſe him, 
mock, deride, and ſcourge him, and with wicked hands 
did crucify and flay him : The heathen Cid rage, and 
the people imagined a vain thing; the King's of the 

earth ſt50d op, and the rulers were gathered together 
againſt him: Many Bulls compafled him, ſtrong ones: 


of Baſhin beſet him ronne, they gaped upon him as a 
roar-- 
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roaring, and a ravening Lion: Yea dogs compaſſed 
him , the Aﬀembly of the wicked incloled him and 
his own people were the betrayersand murderers of him: 
Pſal. 2,1. $22,6,7,12, 13-16, As 7,52. 

And now alſo was the power of darkneſs, * the 
© Prince of this World came with the fiery darts, and he 
( who had the power of death) © did corment him, Luk, 
22,53, Fob. 14, 30, with Epheſ 6, 16, Chriſt was in 
an horrible pir, in a pit of noiſe, the noiſe whereot 
cauſed horrour, and in the miry clay ; his ſoul was in 
hell, and his bocy, or fleſhin thegrave; lie taſted death 
by the grace of God for every man; even that very 
death which every man ſhould have died, he taſted the 
whole of it, and indured the bitterneſs of ir, and of all 
appertaining to the firſt death and hell, Pſal. 40, 2. 
with «As 2,27 31, Heb, 2, 9, And ſoexquilite were 
the torments he indured, that he offered up ſupplications 
and prayers, with ſtrong crying and tears; and cryed (0 
long that he was weary of his crying; and prayed his 
© Father to deliver him our of the mire, thathe might 
© not fink, and that the deep might not ſwallow him up, 
© nor the pit (hut her moath upon him, P[a!,69.2-4-14, 
15. The torment he indured made him ſoreamazed, it 
even- aſtoniſhed him, and made him afraid z © the ſor- 
© rows of death compaſled him, and the pains of hell got 
© hold on him, he found trouble and forrow. Mark,14., 
33. Peb,5,7, Pſal, 116.3, & 18.4.5, On he was 
like gold indeed, caſt into, and tried in the fite, and 
herethrough was he made perfect for us, —— 

2. Tried in the fire, ſiznifieth, that this gold was 
proved he:ein, and appeared to be ſoright, and excel- 
lent, zs that he could, and did indure, and abide the 
fires and ticrefore alſo is he called and compared to. 


gold, 
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29/4, becauſe it was one of thoſe things, and the firſt na- 
med, © that wouldabide the fire. Numb. 31, 22,23, He 
* was proved to purpoſe herein, the Word of the Lord 
was tried. Pſal. 18.30, Heis a tried ſtone, Iſa, 28, 16, 
And he did not ſhrink from, or periſh in this fire, buc 
indured to the end, his love and graciouſneſs was tried, 
and evidenced to be ſtrong as death, yea ſtronger then 
the fire it ſelf, which had a moſt vehement flame : He 
in what he ſuffered and indured, is the Amen, the Faithfol 
and true witneſs and teſtifier of his ſincere and ardenc 
affetion to us : Thouzh the fire he was thrown into was 
exceeding hor, yet his love and charity towards us was 
ſo fervent, as that it did exceed, and was hotter than the 
fire it ſelf; He for the joy ſet before him indured the 
cro(s, deſpiſing the ſhame; h2 gave His back to the ſmi- 
ters, and his cheeks co them that plucked off the Hair ; 
He hid not his face from ſhame and ſpitting : He ſct his 
face like a fline, as one that hardened himſelf againſt 
ſorrow, (as Feb 6. 10.) and even challenged his adver- 
fary that contended with him, to comenear, and try his 
ſtrength 2gainſt him: his love was ſo perfeR, that there 
was #0 fear in it, no fear that hath torment, 1 Foh. 4. 18, 
Iſa,50.6—10, though he knew the bitterneſs of the wiath, 
and fierceneſs of the fire he was to taſt of,and paſs through: . 
yet he-was not diſcouraged ; He did not fear in the days of 
evil, when our iniquities that were imputed to, and were to 
be taken away by him, did compaſs hins abeut, Pſal: 49. 5, 
bur he ſtedfaſtly ſet his face, and eſtabliſhed ir, to beat all 
things, and endure all things, that were need(ul robe born 
and endured, that we might not beexpelled from God, 
Like 9, 51. with Ruth 1. 17, 18, 1Cor.13. 7, thus it 
appeared in his great agony, and day of his diſtreſs, thar 
he was proved indeed, and yetdid, and was reſolved to 
abide the fire: Now, ſaith he, 7s my ſoul troubled ' ex+ 
N ceedingly 
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ceedingly forrowfal, even unto death, invironed and in- 
compaſled about with ſorrows and pangs ) and what ſhall 
I jax* Parher, ſave me from this hour (hall I defire this abſo- 
Ivteiy, 55 i he ſhould ſay, Shall I pray chac che Cup might 

ei£:no7e/,that I may not taſte it No ) but /or this cauſe 
C:moe 1 11to this hour Father olcrifie thy ame, Fs lie reſolve 
£d to pray to and defite whatever te {utte: dn incured, 
that lus tather would glorifie his goodnets, ive, porter, 
wiſdom 1nd faichſulne(s, for the good of Maniind John 
12 27, 28. Yea, this Sun of 1ig"teouſne!s came fnto 
the World as 4 Bridegroom cometh out of his Chamber, and 
rejoyced a5 4 krong man iornn a race, Plal, 19, 5, V\ here- 
fore when he comethinto the World, he ſaith, Lo Icome 
to ds thy Will, 1 delieht to do thy Will, though he muſe 
in doing it indure and undergo ſuch great torments, (or- 
rows and ſufferings: Well might he ſay, Lo, behold it; 
for his love was herein proved, and appeared to be great 
even to admiration, ſuch as may make us even aſtonied at 
it, Pſal. 40, 6—8, Het, 10, 5—9. Itappenteth hewas 
tried inthe fire, and did avide it, he was Gold tried indeed, 
and this will il appear if we conftder a little particu- 
larly. 

His love and faithfulneſs was tried in leaving iuch Glo- 
7y, and fo greatly emptving himſelf, and making him- 
ſelf of no reputation: He, the VWord, was w.th God, 
yea was God, the prover Lord and t!eir ot a'l things by 
Divine and Eternal Generation, by whom and for whom 
all things were Created viſible and inviſible, who was over 
all, God bleſſed for ever, he was glorious with the tathers 
own ſelf, enjoying the Glory of God in Heaven, The Lors 
poſſe fed him inthe beginning of his way,fefore his works of old, 
he was ſet up from everlaſting, from t/ e beginning, or ever 
the Earth nas, then was be by him, one brought up with him, 


and he was daily his delight, rezoycing always before him. 


Prov. 
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Prov. $ 22-30, Nory for ſuch an one to make himſelf 
of no reputation, for {uch gn one to come down from 
Heaven, and co abaſe and humble himſelf to the induring 
ſach ſufferingg and unde1going ſuch ſhameand ſorrows , 
Oh! here he was Gold tried in the fireindeed z He being in 
the form of Go, in the cfſlential form of God, thought it 
no rotbery to be equal with God, yet made himſelf of no reps- 
zation, Phil. 2. 6-8, Without controverly , great is 
the myſtery of Godlineſs, God became man, the Word 
was made fl:h, the Lord became a Servant, hethart was 
rich became poor, he that was in Heaven deſcended, and 
came into the Earth, and tabernacled among men, Oh! 
here was the trial of his love and faithfulneſs, here he was 
proved to purpoſe, and yet did abide it, and was faithful 
to him that appointed him, and loving and gracious to us, 
ir i$a great trial amongſt men, when one thar is liſted up 
and advanced above his brethren, is put upon it topart 
with, and lay aſide that Glory ;z but his Glory was infi- 
nitely more excellent, and his perſon inconceivably more 
worthy then that of any Earthly King or Emperour, and 
yet he ſo humbled himſelf, and came dowa, and emptied 
himſelf for us, 

His love and faithfulneſs was tried,and he was Gold tried, 
in that he indured all this from the hand of his father,as in- 
ited, or permitted and ordered by him, it is a great 
p:obation, and toucheth the quick, when a moſt intimate 
lover woundeti with the wound of an enemy, with the 
Chaſtiſement of a cruel one ( 2s Fer. 30, i4,) what he 
indured was from the [1:nds ot his father, who infinitely 
loved him, in whoſe boſom he was, and with whom he 
was well pleaſed; and yet by him he was caſt into the fire, 
and did che:riully and conitantly abide itz yea, he was 
89gry with, and ſharply reproved him that indeayoured 
to deliver [11m trom this hce, or ſome part of it 3 The Cup 

N 2 which 
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which my father hath given me to drink, ſhall i not drink it > 
John 18. 20,11, Here he was proved indeed, and hence 
he' crieth out, Why haſt thou forſaken | Me? ] me, whom 

hou loveſt ſo intirely, ſo inexpreſitbly, ſo inconceivably, 
the Son of thy love, of whom thou haſt given ſuch Teſti- 
mony, 7 hat I am thy well beloved Son, Pal, 22,1, This 
was a £115! oi his confidence in his fatherslove, and of his 
obedience to him, and yet he did abide faithful, and ne- 
ver was jealous or diſtruſttul of his fathers affteion, bur 
in the widſt of the fire, and when through the heat ot ic 
he cryet;. out and roareth, yet he cryeth our, Oh my Fa- 
ther, a:d my God my God. Mat, 26. 42. & 27.46. And 
though he was a Son, his only begotten Son, His infinite. 
ly beloved, and delighted in, Son, yet he learned, and 
ſhewed forth obedience by the things which he ſuffered, 
Heb. 5, 9, —— 

His love and faithfulneſs was proved, in that he upon 
his own account had not deſerved any thing of affliction 
or trouble from his father ; For he always did thoſe things 
that pleaſed him. Fohn 8, 29. And God gave that Teſtimo- 
ny of him, That he was bus beloved Son in whom he was well 
pleaſed; He knew no fin, he didno fin, but was Holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from finners ; and yet thar 
he was ſo dealt withall, and ſo tormented, doubtleſs this 
was a great trial : The Meſsiah was cut off, but not for 
himſelf, not for any fault of his, he had deſerved no ſuch 
thing, Well might the Apoſtle ſay : The love of Chriſt 
paſſeth Knowledge, Dan, 9; 26. Epheſ, 3, 19. Oh how 
different is our carriage when weare introuble and aflii- 
on; we are apt to complain, and fret againſt God, and 
to bediſcontented, when we indeed {uffer juſily,and would 
be rid off, and delivered from the burden yz though ir is 


rot thank-worthy that a man takerth it patiently whea he is 


correRed or buffered for his taulgs. 1 Pet, 3, 20, Yetwe 
are 
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are apt to be murmuring and complaining when we bear 
the puniſhment of our own fin, ſuch unreaſanable 
Creatures are we, Lam, 3, 39, But this man didnothing 
worthy of death, or of bonds, and yet heindured willing- 
ly : Buc this was a great trial, and this may be included 
alſo in that, yy Gos, my God, wy haſt thos forſaken Mei) 
me > who never offended, or diſpleaſed theeat any time, 
Pſal. 22, 1. Oa this account, and in this reſpe& he was 
greatly tried, and yet he did willingly and readily indure 
the fire, and offered himſelf to be thrown thereinto; yea, 
heacknowiedgeth, thou art Holy, though thou caſteſt me 
intothe hte who am thine Holy one, 0 thoy that inhabiteſt 
the Praiſes of Iir1el, Plal, 22, 13. 

He was tried in induring ſuch great aflitions and ſor- 
rows for ſuct perſons as he did, tor ſuch ungodly ones, 
who did not worſhip God,nor defire any mercy from him; 
for ſuch {inners, who had fin in us, and were greatly pol- 
luted and defiled therewith, and therefore ſach as he could 
not delight in, or have fellowſhip withz yea, for ſuch 
as were enemies alſo unto him in our minds, and haters of 
him: This was a great trial to ſuffer for ſuch,to be caſtiato 
the fire for ſuch unclean ones, for ſuch unworthy and un- 
grateful ones, who were not onely undefirous, and inſen- 
ſible of the favour, but full of enmity againſt him, 
and haters of him that ſo teſtified his love towards us: 
Amongſt men, ſcarcely for arighteous man ( who giveth 
to every one that which appertaineth tg him, andrequi- 
reth from every man that which is due 5 himſelf ) will 
one dye; yet peradventure for a good man fome would 
even dare todje; yet t!.1S would be a great trial, and it is 
but a peradventure, Whether any one would ſo do orno ? 
It is queſtionable whether any would lay down his life for 
a good man, that is beneficial and bountiful, and full of 


good Works, and is not ſo exaR and rigorous as the righ- 
teous 
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reous man, but giveth to others winat he is not at all ob- 
liged to, and forgiveth, and remicteth what he might 
juſtly expe, demand or receive from an2ther ; But oh, 
how was he proved, and yet did indure, and abide faith- 
tul to the intereſt of our Souls ? © Greater love then this 
* hath no man, then to lay down. his lite for his ftiends : 
bur while we were yet without ſtrength,in due time Chriſt 
died for the ungodly ; and herein he commendeth his love 
tO us, in that while we were yet finners, Chriſt died for 
us; yea, while we were enemies, God was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the world to himſelf, not imputing their tre(- 
paſſes to them, but to him, and he willingly yielded up 
himſelf ro become a Sin-offering for us ; he by the Grace 
of God taſted death for every man: This isa faithful ſay - 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, That Chriſt Fe/w 
came into the worldto ſave ſinners, the chief of ſinners, 
ſuch as were perſecuters of him, and blaiphemers of his 
Name and Goſpel : Oh great trial | Oh infinite unparalled 
Grace!John 15,13, Rom. 5.8—10, Heb. 2, 9, 2 Cor, 5, 
I9—21,1 Tim. 1.1315, 

He was tried alſo in this, in that he not only indured 
ſuch great aMiRion for his enemies, even {or every finful 
Creature of Mankind 5 but in that a!lv he mer with 
much exerciſe, and occaſion of grici from chem, he luf- 
fered for them and from them , *be was defpifed land 
© rejected of men (of thoſe, for whoſe "(ike and 
good he came into the World ) * a man of forrow's, and 
© acquainted with griet, and we hidas it were our faces 
from him ( as perſons aſhamed of him, who indured the 
Croſs, defpifing the ſhame tor us) he was deſpiſed, and 
weeſtcemed him not : Surely he h:th born our griet, and 
carryed our ſorrows, © yet we dideſtcem him flricken, 
*{mitten of God 2nd afflied, (vs thought and reckoned, 
that all he underwent yas laid upon him for tis own pro- 


per 
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per and perſonal tranſgreſſions and provocations ) but he 
w1s wounded for our tranſgreſſions, &s. Ia, «3, 2= 6, 
T hoſe for whom he ſuffered, were inſtruments of grievance 
ro him, not only did they lightly eſteem him, ſo as to pre- 
fer a murderer before! jm, but alſo Heavyly aMlited hims 
and this wis 2 giear £113, and was ſo accounted and taken 
notice of by him, They rewarded me evil for ood, faith 
he, 'o the ſpoiling of my Soul, cr depriving me of my life, 
though when they were ſuck, withent ſtrength, fick todeath, 
TI humbled my Soul for them, &c, Plal. 35. 12-—16, with 
Rom, 5, 6, For my love they ate my adverſaries, Ard they 
have rewardea evil for good, and hatred for my love, Pſal. 
199, 3—5, Oh herein he was proved, and found faithful, 
he did abide the fire, Þe was not diſcouraged or hin- 
dred thereby ,, bur gave his back to the ſmiters, for 
the ſmite:s, anc! gave himſelf to prayer for his perſecu- 
ters, thouv': ho 44.15 oppreſſed (unjuſtly proceeded againſt, 
and unworthily and deſpightfully intreated and ufed by 
them whoſe good he aimed ar, and purſued ) and afflit- 
ed ; Yet he opencd net | is mouth, but was led as a Lamb tothe 
ſlaug ter , and as a Sheep dumb b fore the Sbearers, ſo be 
opened not his mo' againſt them, 1a, 53. 7. Yea, he 
prayed and dyed for them, who with wicked hands did 
crucify and {lay him, And being raiſed azain was ſent, aud 
did come toble(s them, in turning every oxe of them from their 
mniquities.I(1.53. 12, As 3.13, 14,15—26.Yea,at that 
time when he was numbered with tranſgreſfors, and 
banged between two Thieves, and moſt unmercitully and 
nhumanely intreated, meckedat, andreproached, ther 
laid Jeſus, Father forgive them, Luk 23. 34. Oh wonder- 
{ul trial { Oh matchleſs love! 
He was greatly tried alſo in the greatneſs and depth of 
theabaſement, whereto he was abaſed for us, a ſmall con- 


diſcenſion in ſ2ch an excellent and glorious perſon, for ſuch 
unworthy 
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unworthy ones would have been admirable : Bur as thar 
would not have (ufficed for our recovery, ſo ſuch was the 
cordialneſs of kis love, and fervency of [iis affeion to us, 
thac hedid not avoid or ſhrink from thar great abaſement, 
whereto it was ab{olutely neceflary he ſhould humble him- 
ſelf, that we might be redeemed from the curſe of the 
Law, and our loſs might be againrecove:edfor us, he laid 
not hold on the Nature of Angels, when many of them had 
ſinned, to keep them from falling, or to recover themy 
though that had been wonderfully beneath him z but he 
was made a little lower then the Angels,his ownCreatures, 
in a Nature inferiour to theirs; yea, he did not partake 
of our Nature, as it was when firſt Created by God, but 
as it was become through our ſeeking ouf fooliſh inventi- 
ons, and was in all things like unto us, ftn only excepted, 
he partook with us of fleſh and blood, of weaknels and 
mortality, and was ſubjeRtoall our infirmities, to hun» 
ger, thirſt, wearinels, painfulneſs, and was poor and 
needy, and took upon him the form of a Servant, who 
was Lord of all, and was made in the likeneſs of men, 
( yea, of ſinfulfleſh ) and being fougd in faſhion as a man, 
be ſtill and further humbled himſelf, and became obedi- 
dient to death, even the death of che Croſs, that cruel, 
ſhameful and accurled death. Phil, 2, 6-8, He came 
down from Heaven, and deſcended into the lower parts 
of the Earth, not only into the Womb of the Virgin, 
but into greateſt, and deepeſt aflitions, Sorrows and 
:oubles,; yez, his Soul was in Hell, and his Fleſh in the 
Grave, Ads 2,27 — 31, 

He was tried, and found faithful, in that ſuch was his 
powerin himſelf, and with the father, that he could have 
acquitted himſelt from thoſe ſufferings which he indyred 
from his enemies : He was nt at firſt neceſſitated to un- 
Gettake tor us; but his Grace and free love moved him 

| thereto, 
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thereto, and he could afterwards have confounded his 
foes, and that way, or otherwiſe have delivered himſelf 
out of their hands, as hedid do many times in the days of 
his perſonal miniſtration, and ſome proof and demonſtra- 
tion he gave of his power to have Ceſtroyed them z had he 
pleaſed;when they came to apprehend hims for when he 
cold the band of Men and Officers, who were (ent to take 
himz that he was theperſon they ſought for, as ſoon as 
he had ſaid unto them, I am he, they went backward, and 
fell to the ground, Fohn 18, 3—6, Sowhen Peter drew 
out his Sword out of ics place, and {mote off the ear of the 
High-Prieſt's Servant, after our Saviour had bil him pur 
it up again, &s, He addeth, Thinkeſt thou that I cannot 
»ow pray to my father, and he ſhall preſently give me more 
then twelve Legions of Angels, (as intimating, that ſuch 
was his intereſt with his father, that had he prayed he 
might have been reſcued from their deſtruRionwithaſgreat 
and Heavenly Hoſt of thoſe Glorious Angels, and needed 
not Peter's Sword to avenge his quarrel ) but how they 
fhould the Scriptures be fulfilled (in his breaking the head 
of the Serpent, and healing that fi:ſt breach berween God 
and Mankind, and doing, and becoming that whereby 
we might be brought back to God) Mat. 26,52 —54. He 
was not forced toſuffer what he did, but he might have a- 
voided all, had he ſo pleaſed, and this is a great trial of 
love and patience: We may pretend to patience in 
ſufferings when we cannot help our ſelves, but if the 
power were in our hands, we ſhould be apr preſently to 
pet rid of the trouble ; but though Chriſt was ſuch a 
mighty one, yet he readily and chearfully undertook for 
us at firſt, and patiently indured to thflaſt ſuch an hor 
fire; He was not a Pafſhve fimply, but Aive and for- 
ward alſo, in all his abaſement z not only was he ſent into 
the World, but he came, and came rejoycingly, Lo 7 come, 
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7 delizht to do thy will, Pal. 40, 6—8. Notonly was he 
made fleſh, but he laid ho!d on the Seed of Abraham, in that 


_body the father prepared for him. Heb, 2,16. Not only 


was he put to death, but he died, yea to ſhew his forward 
neſs he breathed forth, and commende-i his Spirit intothe 
hand of his father before they died, who were crucited 
with hims and he ſo ſoondied, that the Governorr ad- 
miredatit, Mark 15, 44 Beemptied him(elf, aud made 
himſelf ef no reputation, and took pon him t'e forn: of a Ser- 
want, and he ( further ) humbled him{e'f, a:.d b:oame otedr- 
ent to death, even the death of the Croſs. Phil, :,7, 8. Oh 
that, that mind that was in Chriſt Feſus ,wlere more in ws, 
Ver, 6. Here was atrial indeed, and Ntein was love in- 
expreſſible, love incomparable, —-- 

He was #ried in his obedience to his father. and in his 
Ive to us, and in his power, in grapling with tuch, and 
ſo many and great enemies, in his ſo great abaſement, and 
in theday of hiscalamity, when the tathers wrath lay hea- 
vy upon him: They prevented him in the day of his fog,when 
his God forſook him, and hid his face from him, Pſal. 18, 
18, They perſecated him whom God had (mit. tn, Plal. 69, 26, 
When he was weakeſt,and hisSonl was exczeding lorrow- 
ful even unto dezth, chen was their hour and the power of 
darkneſs,then his and ovr enemie3 appeared in their ſtrength 
ag1inſt him : He had ali our fins, even all the treſpaff.”-;f 
the World upon him, He bare our ſins #3 his own bady 13 the 
Tree; and this was ſo great a burden, that his heart even 
failed, and theſe were ſuch a multitude, that they were more 
then the hairs of hs head, Pal, 40.12. 1 Pet 2,24, And 
theſe muſt be born and taken away, there muſt be an aba- 
liſhing of them, or elſe there could have been no delive- 
rance for us. Heb, 9, 26, He had ourdeath todie and overs , 
come, and this was ſo greata death, as that we had periſh- 


ed init for ever, had wedied it according to the firlt Sen « 
tence, 


Lukewarm Chriſtians. 99 


cence, 2 Coy, 1, 10, He had the Devil, who had the 
power of death, and his Inſtruments, to grapple with 
and overcome z Satan thruſt ſore at him that be might fall. 
Pſal. 218,13, He had the Law, as it-was againſt us, to 
ſatisfie and incure the curſe of, and fo to blot our that 
hand-writing that was contrary to uS; And Heaven and 
Earth ſhall paſs away, {ut not onc jot or ti'le of the Law, till 
all be fulfilled, Mat. 5. 18, Here he was proved to pur- 
poſe in his love, power and patience z and herein he did 
abide the fire, and made it evident and apparent, that 
God laid help upon one that was mighty, and he gave a 
wonderful proof of his patience, and ſubmiſſion :. For i 
-aiting he waited for the Lord until he inclined his ear ayd 

yeard him, and brought him out of the hoxrible pit and miry 
clay, Pſal. 89, 19, & 40, 1, 2, Here was atrial of his 
ſtren it! and here ir appeared to be very ſtrong ;z for 
though all theſe compaſled him about like Bees, yet they 
were extin as the fire of Thornes; for in the name of 
his God he hath deſtroyed them, He hath made purgation 
of our fin, Heb. 1.3, Hehath atoliſhed our death, 2 Tim, 
I, 10, Hehath' 4" death deſtroyed hims that had the power 
of death, that *+,;'« Devil, Heb, 2.14. He hath led Capti- 
vily Captive, ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, and made a 
ſhew of them openly, triumphing over thew in himſelf, Plal. 
69 :3, Col. 2. 15, He hath overcome the World. John 16, 
33. He hath broken down the midale wall of partition that 
was between God and Mankind; hating aboliſhed in bu fleſb 
the enmity, the Law of C ommanaments in Ordinances, Ephel, 
2,14, 15. Co). 2, 14. His ownright hand,and his Holy Arm 
hath gotten him the Viftory. Pial, 98, 1, He hath delivere 
ed us in himſelf [;om the hand of all our Enemies, that we 
- >" might ſerve God without fear of them, Luke 1.74, And be 
i gone up with a ſhout, the Lord with the ſound of a 
Trumpet, Sing Praiſes to our God, ſing Praiſes ; Sing 
O2 Praiſes 
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Praiſes to owr King, fing Praiſes. Plal. 47; 5,6, and: 
68. 18. 
Yea (to add no moretothis ) he was tried, and pro- 
ved in the fire, gn thatall he indured was of no real per- 
ſonal advantage to himſelf: He could not be added to 
by its but it was wholly for the ſakes and good of others: 
This excellent one, who is charity, did not ſeek his own 
things, I Cor. 13, 5. Oh! this was Grace indeed, free 
love, no fore-worthineſs of ours did move him to under- 
take this difficult work, no future advantage to-himſelf 
did ſtrengthen and incourage him to enter into, and abide 
in this fire to the laſt; but it was the good and com- 
modity of others, of us unworthy ones, of us unable 
ones to make any retiibution for ſuch anadmirable kind- 
neſs; He thet was rich for cur ſakes became poor, that through 
his poverty ( not he but ) we might be inriched, 2 Cor. 8, 9. 
The chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, ard by his ſtripes 
we are healed. 1(a,53. 3 - 6, The Meſſiah was cnt off, but not 
for himſelf. Dan, 9. 26, He nas delivered for onr offences and 
raiſed again for our juſtification. Rom+4, 25, Chriſt once 
ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring #s 
z0 God, 1 Pet. 3.18. He didnot look on his own, things, but 
the things of others, Philip. 2, 5— $, He gotno rea] additi- 
on of Glory, or happineſs to himſelf, by all his indurings; 
and .therefore when he had finiſhed the work which the 
father gave him to do, induring the Croſs, and ſuffering 
the curſe, he then prayeth, and now, O Father glorifie thou 
me with thine own ſelf, with the Glory 1 had wit; thee b+fore 
the World was. John 17.4, 5. Hecid through uff-rings 
enter into his own Glory, which was his before , bur 
new he entred into it in our Nature, and for us, That the 
World through him might be ſaved. Luke 24.25, 26, And 
God raiſed him from the dead, and gave him Glory, that 
or Faith and Hepe might be in God; and that ſo we migit 
nor 
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nor periſh, but mighc bave everlaſting life, n Pet, 120,27, 
Foha 3.14— 17. Oh! inall this was love, love without 
compariſon, love beyond comprehenſion : Let us look 
upon it, that we may be aſhamed of our love, or rather be- - 
wail our want of love, and not proclaim our goodneſs, and 
ſay ; Ve are rich and increaſed with goods, and have 
need of nothing: Is this the manner of man, thus to ex- 
preſs love? Surely we have let lip the view of, and de- 
parted from the conſideration of his loye, while we are 
doting upon, and boaſting of, and lifting up our ſelves by, 
and glormzping in onr love : Oh! conſider alſo how he 
hath beef ried, that we may not complain of, or faint un- 
der our trials ; But that we may run with patience the race [et 
before us, look we unto Feſus, who for the joy ſet Lefore him in- 
duredthe Croſs, deſpiſine the ſhame, &c, And conſider dili- 
gently the excellency of this Gold, and how it hath been 
tried, that we may be zealous, and buy it, whatever it coſt 
us, 

3. His being trled 2n the fire, doth fignifie, that he was 
herein and herethrough purifi'd and refin'd,and came forth 
as Go/d out of the fire, full of luſtre, ſplendor, and glory, 
Fob 23, 10, Indeed he never had any pollution of his own, 
or any mixture of fin cleaving to him, he was the Holy one 
of God, he knew no fin in partaking of our Nature; tor-he 
was made partaker of it by a wonderful work of new Cre- 
ation 3 ſo as that he, and-he only partook not of the filth, 
or pollution of our (in; he did indeed partake of our (or- 
rows, ſufferings. affliaions ; He was in all points tempted 
like unto ut, yet wit:out fin, Heb, 4, 15, ite hadno fin of 
his own to anfwer tor, he did no fin, neither was gentle found 
in his month. 1 Per, 2, 22, But yet he had our fins laid up- 
on him, and was by impurtation ſpotted,as.it were with our 
ſpots, and deformed with our afiitions and wrinkles. — 


Though 
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Though he knew no fin, yet God made him to be fin 
for us, and imputed the treſpaſſes of the world unto him, 
the guilt of our natural, and neceſfary fin and fintulneſs ; 
evea the guilt of the diſobedience of the firſt man Adaw.,in 
which we all finned, and from whence we are neceſſarily 
po:lutedand defiled ; and of all the unavoidable branches 
thereof,this was imputed to,and laid upon,and accepted by 
him as his to anſwer for 5 ard be his own ſelf bare our fins in 
his own body on the tree, 1 Pet, 2.24, Allwe like ſheep have 
gone aſtray, wehave turned every one to his own way, and the 
Lord laid on him the inzquities of ws all, Iſa. 53. 6. and he 
confeſſeth theſe as his own, when he ſaith z Mine 4niqui- 
ties have taken ho!d upon me, ſo that I am not able to look up, 
Pſal. 49. 12, and faith to his father, my guiltineſs is not 
hid from thee, Pſal, 69, 5. he becoming our ſurety, and 
undertaking for us, all our debts were charged upon him, 
and our treſpaſſes were imputed to him, and he bare our 
fins in his own body ; and fo by the imputation of the fa- 
ther, and by his own gracious acceptation, our fins be- 
came his own fins. Heb. 7, 27, he is that Lamb of God 
that did bear the fin of the world. Fohn 1. 29, 

But he was tried 7n the fire , therein and thereby was he 
purified from our fins, from the guilt of them, and ſo he 
is pure, 1 Foh, 3.3, He was manifeſted to tale away 0ur 
fins, and in him « no ſin. 1 Feh. 3.5. Heappeared once in 
the end of the World to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 
and is without ſin, and ſhall /o appear the ſecond time nnto 
ſalvation, to all thews that leo! for bim, Heb. g 26,28, To 
chis purpoſe the Apoſtle ſaith, without controverſy, great 
i the myſtery of godlineſs, God was manifeſt in the fleſh, ju- 
flified in the fpirit, to wit, He was juſtified, acquitted, 
and diicharged from the guilc of our fins, in the ſpirit's 
ra:fing him trom the dead who died for our fins, and was 


buried. 1 Tim. 3,16, and He throwgh the eternal ſpirit 
hath 
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hath offered himſelf without ſpot to Ged, Heb, 9. 14, hehay- 
ing tully paid our debt, and compleatly ſatisfied far our 
ſins in his bearing the judgment of the world, and being 
rormented for our tranſgreffions, he is releaſed by the fa- 
ther and taken from Priſon and from judgments and bath 
by hin:ſclf made purgation of our frns, and purged them 
fro before the preſence of God, made peace and attone- 
ment for them, and redeemed us in himſelf from the cutſe 
of the law, and through that redemption that is in him, 
all that have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God, 
are juſtified ſreely:inaſmuch as he as our ſurety, and as the 
publick man and laſt Adam, is juſtified and is through 
his perſonal abaſement and ſufferings become a lamb with- 
out blemiſh, and without ſpot, Heb. 1,3, & 7. 27, 
Col, 1,20, Gal, 3,13, Row, 3,23, 24, and chap. 5.18. 
1 Pet, 1, 18, 19, ——— 

Yea, 5nd alſo he paitook of our infirmiries, he par- 
rook with us of fleſhand blood,. of weakneſs and morta- 
lity. Heb. 2,14, he himſelf took our infirmities, and 
bare our ſickneſſes. Matt, 8. 17, 1t behowed hims in all 
things to le maae like tolis brethrea, the ſons of men, ſuch 
an one as they were become, as the fruit of fin, as diſtin- 
ouiſhed from f1n it (elf, Heb. 2,17. He was aman of for- 


rows, and acquainted with grief, and was deformed, as . 


Iitwere, with that reproch, ſhame, and diſhonovr, which 
appertained tus, Pal, 69. 19, 20, and was inthat body 
ſ(ubj: to corruption ( though he did not abide ſo long 
indeath as to (ce it) as is implied, in that the Apoſtle 
ſaith, God raiſed im from the uvead now no more to return to 
corruption, As 13.34. he partook of our infirmities, 
ſorrows, griefs, and hada mortal body, in which he was 
crucihed, and put to- death, and died, and was buried 
his viſage was marred more then any man s, and hi; form 
more then the ſons of min, 1/4.52, 14. & 53,2, He was 
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covered over with the wrath of God for ourfins, and by 
his permiſſion and ordering, he was covered over with 
ſhame from men; ſoas he had no torm, nor comelineſs, 
no appearing beauty outwardly ro make him deſirable : 
When his God forſook him, then he was a reproch of 
men, and deſpiſed of the people: all they that ſaw him laugh- 
ed himto ſcorne, they did ſhoet cut the lip, they did ſhake the 
head, ſaying, He truſted 03 the Lord that he would deliver 
him, let him d«liver him, if he delight in him, Pſal, 22, 
6,8, as intimating, that though he made his boaſt of 
God, and ſaid he was his Father, yet he would not own 
him as his Son; and therefore ſaid they, God hath for- 


ſaken him, perſecute and take him, for there is none to deliver 


him, Pſal,71,10, 11, and how he was covered with re- 
proches, as if he had been a gluttonous perſon, and a 
wine-bibber, a friend of Publicans and Sinners, as if he 
had caſt out Devils bv Bee/zcb«b the Prince of Devils; as 
if he was a deceiver of the people; as if he was guilty of 
blaſphemy againſt God, and of ſtirring up ſedition 2- 


-mongſt the people, the Scriptures of the Ewangeliſts a- 


bundantly ſhew to us. 

But in this reſpeC alſo, he is tried ix, and came purified 
out of zhe fire and hath in himſelf overcome and aboliſhed 
that death he died. 27im, 1, 10, and put off all mortali- 
ry and weakneſs in his reſure&ion; that mortal body of 
His hath put onimmortality z his body that was ſo marred 
and without forme, isnow become a glorious body ; and 
he therein, and he only, is a ſpiritual man gz * death in 
© him is ſwatlowed up into viory z; and he is become the 
© firſt-fruits of them that ſleep; and his triumphing Song 
is, * Ohdeath, where is thy ſting ? Ohgrave, or hell, 
* where is-thy victory ? The ſting of death is fin ( this 
he hath purgedaway ) © and the ftrengthof fin is the law 
( this be bath an{wered, and ſatisfied, and hath poeeed 

wt 
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himſelf the victory, and) thanks beto God which gtveth 
1 the viftory through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Phil. 3,21. 1 
{or,15, 42— 47 —55— 57, hehath put off all weak- 
neſs, grief, ſorrow, pain, mortality, and reſtored onr 
nature in himſelf iatothe image of God in a more glort 
ous manner, then ever it was in the firſt creation, even in- 
to perfect righteouſneſs, integrity, immortality, and e- 
rernal lifeg and he is in our nature glorified with the ta- 
ther's own ſelf, with che glory he had with him before the 
world was: T herein he is become eternal lite for us who 
was delivered for our offences z and ſuch glory and luſtre 
is upon that body, that it is above the brightneſs of the 
ſunat mid-day, ſuch as we are not capable to behold, un» 
leſs wonderfully and miraculouſly ſtrengthned- It was ſo 
olorious, as that the fight of it ſtruck Saul blind three 
days. Ads 26,13. & 22.11. & 9, 17, andthis ſeenina 
vition by Foby, cauſed him to fall down at his feet as dead, 
Rev, 1, 19, and when Daniel alſo ſaw him in viſion, there 
remained no ſtrength in him, but his comlinefs was turned 
into corruption, and he retained no ſtrength. Dan, 10. 5—8, 
and he was triedin, and came purified out of the fire from 
all the wrath of God, and from ll the reproches, and 
ſhame, and Ciſhonour caſt upon him by his enemies : God 
hath a&nally teſtified of him that he is the Son of his love, 
and that he is well pleaſed in hims of this he hath given 
aſlurance to all men. in that he h:thraiſed him from the 
dead: © He was Ceciared to be the Son of God with pow- 
* er, by the ſpirirof holin: {s in the reſurreRtion from the 
dead, Rom. 1... though rey gathered together againſt 
him, and unjuſtly condemned him, and ſaid, and intima= 
ted thar he was not the Son of God, yet Goddid ftand at 
his right 1aud to ſave him frezsthe judges of bis ſoul, Pal, 
109, 30, 3I. hewipcd off, as it were, a!l thatdirt, re- 
proch, and ignomy wherewich they covered him, L— 
reitl- 
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teſtified he delighted in him, in ſending from above, and 
taking him out of great waters. Pſz/, 18,16, 17, Andin 
ſetting him on his own right hand, and glorifying him. in 
the Goſpel, Heis purified in and chrough this fire, from 
all the guilt of our fins, and from all the weakneſs and 
mortality.of our Nature, and from all che hidingsof Gods 
fice,and from all the calumnies,{landers,and diſhonours of 
his enemies; yea,from a!l trouble and grievance,and isnow 
an inconceivabls glorious one,full of luſtre,and ſplendour: 
And this will be furher ſhewedin what followeth, -—— 

4. This Goldis ſaid to be tried, to denote and fignifie, 
that this work, this trying work is over and paft, though 
the virtue and glorious ftuir of it remaineth, and abiderh 
for ever : It is not ſaid, Gold [ t-ying } but | tried Jin 
( or our of ) the fire lor ( as before is (aid) he is ac- 
quitted of all our ſins, that were imputed to him, and 
hath overcome, aboliſhed, and got 11d of all our weak- 
neſs and mortality, and all occaſions of grief and trouble, 
and js not ( as ſome ungodly, and Aatichriſtian Spirits 
affirm blaſphemouſly ) dying in ſome, or inany, in every 
Age of the World: Thoſe that fo fay make his ſut- 
terings and Sacrifice like thoſe direted ro under the 
Law, they even count the blood of the Pxegane a 
common thing, like the blood o! Bulls and Goats bs take 
away ſin, and therefore was datly offered ; but herein his 
Blood and Sacrifice is diſtinguithed from, and infinitely: 
preferred before all legal Blood and Offerings, in that his 
1snot to be itterated, or repeared z and fo by conſequence 
he-can ſuffer no mere, as the Apoſtle intimateth inthe 
diſfimilitudes he maketh between the former Prieſts, and 
their Offerings, which they offered according to the Law, 
and our High-Prieſt, and his Offering, when he ſaith, 
Nor yet that he ſhould offer himſelf eften as the High-Prieſt 


entreth into the Holy place every year with blood of others z, for 
then 
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then muſt be often bave ſuffered ſince the Foundation of the 
World ( which to imagine and afhim is the greateſt, and 
firſt-born of abſurdiries, as the Apoſtle doth intimate ) 
but now once in the end of the World hath he appeared io put 
away ſin, by the Sacrifice of himſel', Heb,g. 25,26, Chrift 
being raiſed from the dead dicth no more, death hath no more 
Dominion over him ;, For in that he died, he «ied unto ſin once, 
bat in that he liceth, he liveth unto God. Rom, 6, 9,10, 
And this Chriſt propoſeth unto Fohn to ſtrengthen him a- 
gainſt his fears, He, faith Foby, laid his right hand upon 
we, ſaying, Fear not, — I am he that livdth, and was 
dead, and behold ( conſider, and fet thine heart unto this, 
give attention hereto) 1 am alive for evermore, Amen : 
T his is a true, and faithful ſaying, Rev, 1, 17, 18, Were 
he always trying, always ſuffering and offering, there could 
be no perfeRtion by his Blood, it he were always dying 
in ſome, in every Age, or always to be offeredup a 
propitiatory Sacrifice, then would his Blood and Sacrifice 
be like that Blood, and thoſe Sacrifices under the Law, 
which could not make the comets thereunto perfe& ; for 
the Law made nothing perteR : But Chriſt hath once, and 
bur once, [uffered for ſins, the juſt for the nnjuſt, 1 Pet 3,18, 
And by his own Blood he entr:d in once into the Holy place, 
havins obtained Eternal Redemption, Heb, 9, 12, And 
offered up one Offering, that of his one body oxce for all, 
and this man when ke had offered up one Sacrifice for fins 
for ever, ſat down oa the right hand of God, from ever 
ſuffering any more, or offering any more Sactifice, or 
Offering for fins, Heb. 7. 27, & 10, 10—12, * And hath 
* by his one Offering once offered, perfected tor ever them 
© that ate ſanRified ; whereof the Holy. Ghoſt alſois a 
*Witneſs to us, Heb, 10. 14,15. And this Holy Spirit 
convinceth the Worl. of righteouſneſs, evidenceth that 
Chriſt hath compleated righteouſneſs, a perteR righte- 
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ouſneſs in and by himſelf for us; and therein ſheweth and 
demonſtrateth che unproftableneſs of ours, inthat he is 
gone to the father, and we (ee him no more, no more 
coming down to ſuffer, Or offer any new Offering, or to 
repeat that Offering of his own body for us ; nor hath he 
given, or left behind him inſtiution to any one who 
may pretend himſelf to be his Vicar, to offer him upa 
propitiatory Sacrifice for the fins of quick or dead, Fohn 
16, 10, Heb. 10, 10—14, In this Phraſe then, or manner 
of ſpeaking is implied, and intimated to us, the precioul- 
neſs of his perſonal abaſemeat and ſufferings, and herein 
3s evidenced that his Fleſh is meat indeed, and his Blood 
is drink indeed, that we might eat his Fleſh, and drink 
his Blood, and rejoyce aad glory in nothing, ſave in the 
Croſs of Chriſt; in that he is tried, not tr3ing, but come 
out of, and delivered ftom the fire, taken from priſon 
and judgment, and is aſcended up where he was before, 
Fohn 6, 54—62. And itisalſo a poiverful admonition to 
us, not to count it a common thing, not todeſpile or ſer 
light by it ; tor there remaineth no more Sacrifice for ſins, 
he can dye no more; ſo thar, © Ii this Blood and Sacri- 
* fice be rejected, and trodden under foot, till the day of 
* G:ace and patience bear an end, there remaineth nothing 
* but a certain fearful looking tor of Judgment and fiery 
© indignation, Heb, 10, 26—29. It was witneſſed of him 
who was dead, that he liveth, and he was made a Prieſt 
aftcr tke power of an endlels lite, and that by his Oath, 
who {ware, and will not repent, © Thou art a Prieſt for ever 
©aiter the order of Melchifedech , and fo ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for them that come to God by him; 
And is therefore able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, Heb, 7, 
8.16—325, Rev, 2,8, This is Go'd, not rrying, but tried, 
#x; ( 07 out of ) 1he fire, 1 Per, 3, 18, 1 Cor, 15, 3, 4, Rom; 


6, 3,4, 
5. In 
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5. Inthis Phraſe and expreſhon, in ſaying, Gold tried in 
the fire, isalſo ſignified, that he is become Go!d for us who 
was tr;ed, even that ſame perſon, in that ſame body , the 
{ame that was tried, the ſame is become Gold for us, pre- 
cious and inriching, evenas it is with natural and earthly 
Gold, that precious Metal oi the Earth : The ſame ſub- 
ſtance that is caſt in, the ſame cometh out again, and is 
Gold tried, only the Drois and mixture is taken out ſo 
it is here, this Spiritual and Heavenly Gold which was in 
the fire, and was then Go/d, the moſt precious one, even 
he, the ſame Jeſus, who dyed for our fins, and was buried, 
he in that very perſonal body is raiſed again, diſcharged 
[rom the guilt of our fins, and free from the fruits thereot: 
God did not leave his Soul ( which was made an Offering 
tor our fins, Iſa. 53, 19) in Hell, nor ſuffer his Fleſh 
(in which he was put to death, 1 Pet, 3,18 ) toſee cor= 
raption, As 2. 27—31. So the Apoſtle Peter ſaith. 
* Let all the houſe of 1/rae! know aſſuredly, that God hath 
* made that ſame Jeſus, whom yecrucified, both Lord 
©and Chriſt, 4s 2, 36, He that deſcended is the ſame 
© alſo that aſſended far above all Heavens, eveninto the 
* preſence of God, that he might fill all things, Fpdeſ, 
*4. $—109, The Stone which the builders ſet at nought, 
© and diſallowed, the ſameis made the head of che Corner, 
1 Pct,2.7, Itis even he, the (ame perſon, who was de- 
livered fo- us,. that is raiſed again, and taken from priſon 
and juigment; And in him dwe!leth all the fulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily, even in the body ol his fleſh, Col, 2, 9, 10, 
And this ſame Jeſus ſha!l ſo come in like manner, As 
thoſe men of Galilee [aw him go into Heaven, Ads 1.9.11, 
And herein is he preferred before Davids © Hetell on 
f fleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and (av corruption, 
*and his Sepu!chre is with us ( ſaith Peter ) unto this 
*day ; but Chriſt, whom God raiſed again, ſay no 

Cot* 


Needful (onnſel for 


ItO 


*©cortuption. As 13, 36, 37. & 2. 29—32, And Chriſt 


in thoſe iour:y days after his refurretion, in which he 
was ſeen of his Apoſtles, *Shewed himſelt alive aſter his 
© paſſion, by many infallible proofs, 4&s 1, 2, 3, And 
ſhewed them his hands and his teet that were nailed to the 
Tree, and his ſide that was pierced with a Spear of a 
Souldier, and his Diſciples did fee and look upon, and 
handle his raiſed body, by which it appeared he was not 2 
Spirit fimply, but hath a body that hath leſhand bones : 
And theſe infallible proofs are given us, that we may 
know and be aſſured, © That Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son 
© of God, and that believing in him we may have life 
© through his name, Luke 24. 36—40—48, Fohy 20, 
19—31, And of this the Apoſtles are Witneſles, and 
Lve teſtified, * That he is the firſt born fromthe deae, 
« brought forth out of the heart, or Womb of the Earth, 


. ©as Fonas was out of the Belly of the Whale, Mat, 12, 


40, Co!,1,18. Rev,1.5. Andirt is he, that perſon, that 
{ame Jeſus that is very Chriſt, AQts 9, 22. Anointed with 
the Holy-Ghoſt; © And in him, this firſt-born from the 
«dead, it hath pleaſed all che fulneſs to dwell, evenall the 
*{ulnels of the Godhead bodily; and ſo he is become 
© Gold for us, and hath the pre-eminence in all things. Co/, 
I. 18, :9, & 2. 9, 10. Ani hathall Dominion given 
unto him : © Becauſe he humbled himſelf,and became obe- 
© dient to deathzeven the Ceath of the Croſs, therefore hath ' 
© God highly exalted him,and given him (who ſo humbled 
© himſelt ) a name above every name, thatat the name of 
© Teſus every knee ſhould bowe, &c, Philzp, 2, 8,9. And 
ir isneedful 2nd good for us to be rooted and grounde! in 
the hearty perſwaſion and belief hereof,that we may be (a- 
ved,and preſerved from thole evil and AntichriſtianSpirits 
chat ſay, There is no reſurieRion of the dead and ſo by con- 
ſequence, that Chriſt is not railed again, and then we are 
yer 
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vet in our fins, and the Apoſtles arefound falſe Witneſſes 
of God, and faith is vain, and thoſe who are fallen aſleep 
in Chriſt are periſhed : But Chriſt is riſen from the dead, 
and is become Go/dfor us, even the ſame that was tried in 
the fire, 1 Cor, 15,'2, 4—12—20, And herein hean- 
ſwereth to, nay, infinitely exceedeth and goeth beyond 
Gola, that is the moſt incorruptible Metal, Tet it will periſh 
thoueh tried with fire, 1 Pet, 1.7. It may canker and ruſt, 
Tam, 5. 3. Andis calleda corr#ptible thing. 1 Pet, 1, 18. 
But his Blood 1s ſaid tobe, and is prectows, as oppoſed 
to co:ruptible, of infinite value and worth, and highly 
to be eſteemed by us, becauſe it is incorruptible, 1 Per, x. 
18, 19, And he himſelf, in his own body in which he died 
for us,is in the virtue of his precious and incorruptibleBlood 
raiſed again, ms more to retwrn to corruption. AQS13, 34. 
And is become incorruptible Seed, even the Word of 
God, which by the Goſpel is preached unto us, he /iveth 
and abideth for ever, 1 Pet. 1, 23—25, Iſa. 40,8, And 
whoſoever 15 born of this Seed ſhall live for ever, this 
man continueth ever, and theretore hath an unchange- 
able Prieſthood, z © He was dead and is alive, andliverh 
© for evermore, and whoſoever believeth on him, though 
© he were dead, yet ſhall he lives and he that liveth and 
© believerh ſhall neverdye. 1 Fobn 2, 17, Fohn 11,25, 
26, In {ach like reſpects he is ſaid ro be Gold tried is the 
VE. mm 

3. Inthe next placelet us confider what is imported to 
us intheend, why he counſe}leth this Angel to b#y, which 
iS alſo a powerfal Metiveand Argument v{ed to move us, 
to have ſuch an high eſtimate of this Gold, as to bay it at 
any rate: [ That thou mayſt be rich | To which Thall ſpeak 
more briefly z becauſe whatis intimated herein, hath been 
noted formerly, In this end ther is ſignified unto us, — 
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1, That thoſe that have not this Gel tr4ed 2 the fire, 
they cannot indeed berich,er intiched with thetrue riches, 
Dur are poor miſerable Creatures in the eyes of him that 
jadgeth righteouſly, though they have large poſſeſſions, 
much Gold, and a multitude of Rubies: We may apply 
that {aying of the Prophet to them; Smrely theſe are poor 3 
-—»— For they knew not the way of the Lord,nor the judement of 
their Goa, er. 5. 4. Alas all the tubſtance here below 
will not procure the love and tavour of God, in which ts 
lite, Cant 8. 7, Thele riches will nor deliver fromthe 
ſtroke. of Guds hand, ot from the Teſtimonies of his dif- 
pleaſure: Wil he eſteem thy riches? No, not Gold, 8c. 
fob 362 18, 19. They prefit z0t in the day of wrath or death, 
Zeph, 1, 18. Prov, 11, 4. They ate deceitful riches, they 
promile fomeiyhar, - or rather we promiſe to our ſelves 
much contentment and bleflednels in theenjoyment and 
poſſeſſion of them, - but they are not, there isno ſubſtan» 
tial and Cutable good in them. That rich man in the Pa- 
able, whoſe ground brought forth plentitully, fo as he 
was careful an thoughtiul how to dipole of his fruits, not 
having room where to beitow them, 2nd theretore reſol- 
ved to pull down tis Bains, agd build greater, and there 
c0 Cilpole all his truits, and his goods ; 7 ce was not rich 
towards (orwith) Ged, Luke 12,16 —21, And {o more 
generally is it true with reip:R tothe enjoyment of theſe 
uncertain riches ; though men bleſs themſelves in the poſ- 
{cſhoa of t:cm, 3nd think highly oz themfelves becaute 
of them, an.! others account themi in an happy and good 
Convitions vet if they. nave no beiter then theie un- 
Ce:tain riches, if they have not a Right and Titie £9, and 
Intereſt by 'aith in a better,ond nuts tubſtance (witch 
men only caa haveia having Chiilt ) rheg are in cuth bur 
miteravle men, piteous pertons, Objects 0! p.ty, LOWever - 


| 
x 


# * - , ' : } | : 
© v s — C3 » » £3 +” x 4 Te * x 44 A\1 . CY} , Y o Ft 4 
aides” CLOUD C01 BLYCS UEISUy y GU a: C ULIANSU GN, » GimM1- 


xt 


Lukewarm Chriftians. 13 


red at, and bowed down to by others: And as a man when 
he awaketh lightly eſteemeth, and deſpiſech his dreamy 
becaule he then perceiveth there was no truth in it, it was 
but a dream, though in his ſleep he thought himſelt to be 
in a 0ſt defirable and bleſſed condition, he fancied him- 
ſelf tro be rich and full; and needing nothing, but now 
perceiveth it is otherwiſe then he imagined ; fo when the 
Lord awaketh he will deſpiſe their Image z namely, their 
proſperity in this VVorld, and thoſe worldly riches,which 
arecalled an Image, either becauſe men bowe 'own them- 
ſelves to them, and worſhip them, and truſt in them z or 
alſo and rather in that place, becauſe they are not, they 
have but the likeneſs of true riches, and are no more the 
true riches then the dream of happineſs is happineſs indeed; 
nor are they that are poſſeſſed of them any more enjoyers 
of ſabſtance then one that imbraceth an Image or PiQure, 
is of the party thereby repreſented, Pal, 73, 12—20, He 
doth but imbrace a ſhadow, a very lye, that which will not 
ſatisfie: He that lowerth Silwer ſhall not be fatisfied with Sil- 
ver , nor he that louth abundance with increaſe. Ecclel, 5, 
19, And this might be uſeful to inſtruct and move us to 
take heed and beware of coverouſneſs,and to have our con- 
verſation without it,not tolabour co be rich in thoſe riches, 
for they are not, and a man thar hath them z yea, though 
he had all the riches of the World, is notwithſtanding that, 
2 poor, miſerable, wretched man. Prov, 23 4,5. Luke 12. 
!5. Aad it ſheweth vs how lightly God eſteemeth theſe 
'iches, in that he difpenieth them to the men of the 
vVorld,and counteth them but poor ones that have never 
ſuch an abundance of them, and :t is powertul co admoniſh 
chem thathave chem nor to truſt in thete things z tor chey 
will but deceive them when they are in greateſt need, 
they will then,or before,certauily mike themſelves wings, 
+ and flee away z aort lift up themieives above others, be- 
(2 cauſe 
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cauſe they are kerein preferred before them; for they are 
in truth 35 miſe: able as the pooreſt man inthe world, not- 
withſtanding theſe riches; © for thisis but the we\lth of 
* the heathen, of uncircumciſed ones. Zech. 14, 14. Yea, 
herein they are in a wworle condition then thoſe that are 
deſtitute of theſe uncertain riches, in that through their 
idolatrous eſteem hereot , and truſting herein, they are 
biadred from ſeeking after the true riches, as is ſignified 
by our Saviour to his Cilciples. Matt, 19. 21 —24, © Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you ( ſaith Jeſus) that a rich man ſhall 
f hardly enter into the kingdom of Heaven: AgainlI (ay 
© unto you, it is eafter for a Camel to go through the eye 
© of a needle, then for a rich man to eater into the king- 
© dom of God, Mark, 10, 22 24, 

And the ſame alſo may be ſaid of other things that are 
repured,and called riches,and in the having and injoyment 
whereof, men think themſelves ts be better then others; 
As the wiſdom of this world, though a man be rich there- 
in, rich in knowledg and utterance, yet if he have not 
this go/dtried in the fire, heis but in a piteous condit.on 
for the wiſdom of this World 1s fooliſhneſs with God ; and the 
Lord kioueth the thoughts of the wiſe that they are vain, 
I Cor, 2.18, — 20, Yeaand though a man be concerning 
the righteovineſs of the Law blameleſs, and endeavoureth 
toavoid all evil forbidden by the hol: and righteous law of 
God; and to do the things required thereby, and ſo to 
waik blameleſly among men; and hath this as his ga'n 
and riches, this will but deceive him ; for this is not the 
trueriches, and ſo it will not profit him, 1d therefore 
the Apoſtle for Chriſt did count all but dung and dogs-meat 
that be might win Chriſt, Iſa. $7.12, Phil, 3, 4, —9, Ic 
is ſignified ro bean evil ot alike nature, and as dangerous 
for a man to truſt to his own righteouſneſs, as to turn from 
215 righteouſneſs, compare Ezek. 33,13, with chap, 18, 

24. 
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24, Nay, whatever a man hath as his riches who yet hath 
not Chriſt, he is but a poor miſerable man ; whatever 
marks and figns he hath, whatever good works he hath 
been doing, or exerciſing himſelt in and unto; though 
he ſhould giveall his goods to feed the poor, and his body 
to be burnt : What viſits, good motions, viſions, reve- 
lations, gifts, utterance, promiſes brought to his remem- 
brance,&c. W hatſoever he hathyvet he that hath not the Son, 
hath not life, hath nat foretveneſs, hath not the favour of 
God, and fellowſhip with him, 1Foh.5. 12. he hath not 
father, promiſes, inheritance, he is but a poor piteous 
man, how highly conceited ſoever he be of kimſelf, and 
how highly ſoever he beeſteemed by others: The Father 
loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand : 
He that hath the Son, that believeth on him as the Sctipture 
hath ſaid, hath everlafling lifes he that believeth not the 
Son; and'ſo hath him not, whatever frames, works, ſuf- 

ferings, knowledg, gifts, parts, attainments, viſits , 
motions, - ſoever he hath, or pretendehh ro have, yer he 

ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abide#h on him, Foh, 

3,16, — :8.36, 1 7joh,5.10,11,12,13. Afs4.12. 

Foh, $, 24. They are poor, miſerable Angels and 

Churches, whatever outward order they are in, or what- 
ever ordinances they are under, or whatever face and ap- 
pearance they have in the fleſh, or how great ſoever their 
boaſts 'are ot themſelves, though they ſay they are rich, 
and increaſed with goods, &c. who have net Clrift as 
their beau'y, and glory, excellency, and comlintſs, Iſa, 4, 
2, —- FJ, Cant,5, 9, — 16. 

2, Inthis end and motive alſo is ſignified tous, that 
be we never fo poor and miſerable as with reſpec to the 
riches, wiſcom , righteouſneſs, &c, of this world; 
and though theſe riches here below, of what nature or 
kind ſoever they be, will not truly inrich us, yet in buy- 
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ing, and being made partakers of this Gold tried inthe fire, 
we may be rich, truly rich, Chriſt is, and hath unſearch- 
able riches, Epheſ, 3. 8. So that he that hath him is with 
him made partaker of the true, durable, and ſabſtancial 
riches, of thoſe which periſh not, tat indure unto everlaſting 
life; 70h, 6.27, Riches and honour are with him, yea 
durable riches his fruit is better they Gold, yeathes 
fine gold; and therefore theſe that love him ſhall inherit [ub- 
ftence, and he will fill all their treaſures, Prov. 8.18, 21, 
He hath riches of underſtanding, in him are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge; and they that re- 
ceive and retain him, their hearts are comforted with, 
and they are made partakers of the riches of aſfurance of 
underſtanding, Col, 2. 1,—3, They ate made partakers 
cf the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt , which 
knowledge hath an excellency in it above all other knows 
ledge, it paſſeth all knowledge, for here-throwgh they are filled 
with all the fulne(s of God, Phil. 3. 3, with Ephel, 3. 19, 
By this knowledet aft their Chambers ( their upper and prin- 
cipal parts, their minds, underſtandings, hearts, and 
ſouls) be filled with all precious and pleaſant riches, Prov, 
24, 4. (hriſt is made of God tothem wiſdom, 1 Cor, 1, 30. 
He hath riches of mercy, Rom, 9, 23, He is rich therein, 
Epheſ. 2. 4. And they are bleſſed with this great bleſſed- 
neſs, and inriched with theſe great riches, who have and 
retain him, even the weakeſt in the faith z their ſins are 
forgiven them for his name ſake, and they receive the forgive- 
neſs of them through his name, 1 Foh, 2.12, Rom. 4. 5-7, 
He isrich in mercy to all that through faith in his blood 
call upon him, they are juſtified from all things from which 
they could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes: Rom.10. 
32, with 4s 10,43. & 13. 38, 39, He hath riches 
* of grace, he is full thereof. Foh, 1. 14. And of his ful- 
*ncls, they that receive him, receive, and grace for _ 
*Uer[, 
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*werſ. 16, $0 25 they are made ſons of God, by grace 
they obtain that favour of the Lord, Foh, 1,12.. And 
* what admirable grace is this, according tothatz Behold 
"what manner of love the tather hath beſtowed upon us 
( who were by nature thechild:enof wrath even-as others, 
Epheſ. 2, 3, ) © that we thould be called the ſons of God, 
1 Foh, 3. 1, This is marvelous grace and favour: and be- 
cauſe they are ſons, they have the ſpirit of grace given 
unto them, even the ſpirit of God's Son, whereby 
they cry, Abba, Father, Gal, 4.6. They have the trea- 
ſures of 1ighteouſne(s given unto them, Chriſt is made of 
Gcd to them righteouſneſs, and they are made accepted 
in, andcloathed upon with him. Prov.yo,2, 1Cor,1.30, 
Epheſ.1,6, And have liberty and freedome * ro come 
*with bolcne(s to the throne of grace, that they may ob- 
*tain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need, Heb, 
*4.16, And they are heirs together of the grace of life. 
I Pet. 3. 7, Heis very rich and :nriching, and evidenced 
ſo to be, in that length of days is io his right hand : God 
hath given to us eternal life z an! this lite is in his Son 5 
* he that hath the Son hathlite, Prov.3,14-—16. 1 Foh. 
5.11, 12, And this is fo inriching that it is powerful co 
take off our minds from the things here below z according 
to that, [et your affetton 6» things above, and not on things 
on theearth, for ye arecead and your life is hid with 
« Chriſt in God : — Moitify therefore your members that 
© are upon the earth, Col, 3. £ —3, 4, He hath riches of 
Glory; God hath ſet a Crown of pure Gold onhis head, 
and given him glory, and he ſhall appear in his glory 
and thoſe that recetve and have bim are called to the obtaining 
of the glory of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Pſal, 21.2. 3—5. 
(01, 3.4. Tits 2,13, 2 Theſ. 2,14, 1Fo0h, 3.2, Yea, 
what (hall we ſay > Though they that have him are as ha- 
ving nothing, yet in injoying him they are as polkitng 
all. 
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all things, now by faich®" fome ſpiritual firſt fruits; and 
hereafter they ſhall poſſeſs, and be poſſeſſed of them in a 
glorious injoyment and fruition of them ; © In the fear 
*and worſhip of the Lord, areriches, honour, and life, 
Prov,22.4. This isthe way then for thoſe that are wretch- 
ed, and poor, and miſerable, tobecome truly rich, in 
buying this gold tr7ed in the fire, © for the Lamb hath wor- 
* thily received riches, Rev,5.12, And with him God 
© freely giveth all chings, Rom, 8, 33, What a great in- 
couragement then, and motive tous all is this, to heark- 
en unto, and come to Chriſt, to ſeek him till we find 
him, which we ſball do in ſeeking him in his way 2 * for 
© that good name of his is rather tobe ſought after, and 
© choſen, then great riches, and his loving kindneſs rather 
© chen filverand gold, Prov, 22, 1, How much Better is 
*it to get Wiſdom then Gold 5 And to get underſtand. 
*jng is rather to be choſen then choice 11ver, Prov. 16.16, 
Hence when the holy Ghoſt ſaith, © che fruit of wiſdom 
© is better then guld, yeathen much fine gold; he aſter- 
wards faith ; * Now there'ore hearken unto me, O ye 
© children, &c. Prov. 8: 16— 20=—32-—34, Aſwell 
as alſo it is uſeful to admoniſh them that have thoſe riches 
here below not to deſpiſe the poor of this world thatare in 
Chriſt, and walk ater the ſpirit, for they are truly rich : 
So thuch the Apoſtie Fames ſaith ro them who Cid deſpiſe 
the poor, and lightly eſteem them : * Hearken my beloved 
© brethren, hath-not God choſen-the poor of this worlc, 
© rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath 
© promiſed to them that love hinr. Fam. 2,5. They, in 
having Chriſt Jeſus; have in and with him-in Heaven by 
faith a better, and an induwring {ubſtance ; better ſubſtance 
then thar of this world, and that which is induring z 
whereas theſe riches be!ow are uncertain, Heb, i©, 34. 
And they are quickened to a lively hope by the reſurrecti- 
on 
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© on of Chriſt from, the dead to an inhericance incorrupti- 
<ble and undefiled, and which ſadeth not away, reſerved 
<;in Heaven for them who are kept by the power of God 
*through faith unto ſalvation, &c, 1 Pet. 1.3, 4, Yea, 
they that have the word of reconciliation in their hearts, 
and have it fiited to their lips, how poor ſoever they are in 
this world, yet they have a treaſure in earthen veſſels, by 
which they are indebted to, and do inrich others alſo, 
Rom, 1, 14,15, 2 Cor, 4.7, With chaps, 6,10, And this 
might therefore warn others, and eſpecially thoſe that 
have the faich of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not to deſpiſe 
theſe poor ones z for how poor ſoever they are amongſt 
men, and as with reſpe& to the riches of this world, yet 
Chiiſt hath; loved them, and waſhed them from their fins 
in his own blood ; aud bath made rhem Kings and Ptieſts 
unto God, and they ſh3ll reign on the earth. rev, 1.5, 
6. &5.9,10, Ya and tie conſideration hereof, that 


thoſe that have Chriſt. nave in and with him unſearchable 


riches, is proper and powerinl to comfort (uch againſt 
thoſe occaſions of fadueis and iorrow they meer witha!l 
by reaſon of their poverty, Strairs, and neceſſities in this 
World: bleſſed are ſuch poor ones, * for theirs is the King- 
©domot Gol. Luk,6.0, and to incourage them to rejoyce 
in their King, to whom all things are delivered of the 
Father ; though they are 3s the filth andoff-(conring of 
all things, and are like unto him in their outward condi- 


tion who had not whereon to lay his head; . yer in being: 


called unto the felloſhip of Chriſt, and made partakers of 
him, and united unto him, all things are theirs; andin 
due time they ſhall inherit rhe earch, yea they ſhall inhetit 
a'l things, and reign for ever and ever : . This confiderati- 
on the firſt and the laſt, .who.was deadandþis alive, prepo- 
ſeth to, and ſetteth betore the Ang:1of theChurch in 
Smyrna to comfort him z © I know thy tribulation, and thy 
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© poverty, but thou art rich. Rev, 2,9. And the mind- 
fulne(s hereof is powerſul to preſerve us from immoderate 
ſorrow; and they who do conlider it in the greateſt ne- 
ceflity are kept trom fainting  #hile they look not at the 
things that are ſeen, but at the things not ſeen ; for the things 
that are ſeen ( both the good and the evil ) are temporal, 
but the things that are not ſeen are Eternal. 2 Cor, 4. 

I618, — | 
3. !n that he faith, That [ thos ] mayſt be rich; it de- 
clareth, and ſheweth unto us the great Grace ot our Lord 
Jelus Chriſt, and of the tatherin him ir wasnot, nor 
ts, his own good and prc fit, this tairhiul and true witneſs 
aimeth at, but thie profit anc benefit of others, that they 
may be ſaved, to whom the Apoſtle alſo was in ſome 
meaſure like-minded, and ſ1gnifierÞ, that he was herein 
a follower of Chriſt. x Cor. 10, 33, & 11, 1, This was 
his end in all he hath done for us, and is become, even 
our advantageand benefits ſuch was his Grace to us, that 
co this end he lecame poor, that through his poverty we m oht 
be made rich. 2 Cor 8, 9. He was made of a woman,made 
under the I.aw,toredcem them that were under the Law, 
even all Mankind, for they were unCer it. Gal. 4.4, 5. 
with Row. 3.19. He who knew no fin, was made ſin for us, 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of G:d tn him,2 Cor, 
5.21. He bare onr (ins in his own tedy cn the Tree, that we 
being dead to fin mit ht live to rightco.fneſs. 1 Pet, 2, 24. 
He died for all, that they which live might net h:nceforth live 
10 themſelves, butto him that died for them, and reſe again, 
2 Cor, 5 15. He was raiſed again tor our juſtification, 
even for the juſtification of all thole for whoſe offences ke 
was delivered, v1, of all Mankind. Rem. 4.25. & 3. 
23, 24, And God ba h given bim Glory, that oar faith 
and hype might be in God, 1 Pet. 1. 21. Chriſt orce 
ſuffered for ſens, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might brivg 
Ws 
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us toGod, being put to death inthe fleſh, bat quickened by the 
Spirit, 1 Per. 3. 18, And that teaſt he hath prepared in 
himſelf, 'ris for all people, Iſa. 25, 6. And ſohe is the 
ſame in what he is now doing, as he was in what he hath 
done, Heb, 13. 8, He ſeeketh act his own things; he 
p_—_ not, nor aimeth at any perſonal advantage to 

imſelf ; but it is our good, profit, and benefit which isin 
his eye: He is the Medciator between God and Men, who 
appeareth in the preſence of God tor us, making inter- 
ceſſion for us, even for tran(greflors, aus ever liveth co 
make interceſſion for them that come unto God by him, 
to cake away their fins, and vrocure Grace and Mercy for 
them, Fohy 1, 29. }.eb 9.15, 24. & 7,25, 1Fohn 2.2. 
He preacheth the Goſpel by his Spirit to our Spirits, and 
thereia giverh us good cour'sl ( 25 bere } for ou: good, 
that we poot and m;-ec2ble ones might hear his Word, and 
liſten to, and receive his coumel. and fo be wiſefor our 
ſelves, Prov 9. 13, Hue 2'to he faith : Hear Counſel, 
and recetve inſtrattion that thu mayſt be wiſe in thy latter end, 
even profitable ts thy [eif. 149: thou mayſt be rich,Prov. 19,20, 
with Job 22,2.Here he coanſellech poor wretched ones to 
bur Gold, that they may te rich, and White raiment that they 
way be cloatied, an tha! the ſhame of thety nakedne(s appear 
x0t, and 18 aunom their eyes with Eye-(alve that they may 
ſee + Ic 1s our happineis he aimeth ar, and not his own 3 
for though we receive his counſel it is noprofit, or ad- 
vantage tO him : Can a man be profitable to God, as be that 
is wiſe may be profitable to himſelf * Is it any gain to bimthat 
thos mak:ſt thy way gerfe#. Job. 22. 2, 3. & 35. 7,8. 
Yea, aad when herebuketh and chaſteneth,: it is tor Qur 
profit, that we might be zealous and repent, and ſo be 
partake:s of his holineſs, Rev. 3. 19, Heb, 12.6 - 10. 
And the conſideratien hereof thac he is gracious, a free 
and cordial lover of us, that ſecketh nor his own things, 
R nar 
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nor aimeth at his own commodity, but ours, 28 is brightly 
and abundantly manifeſted in his great abaſement, and 
humbling of himſelf ro death, even the death of the 
Croſs, may be uſeful to us, to incourage and move us to 
come with boldne(s-co his Throne; for it is a Throne of 
Grace,erected not for his own advantage, or advancemear, 
but for the good and benefit of poor, unworthy,.undeſery- 
ing,ill-requiting,and ill-deſerving ones. Heb,q I 5,16, And 
to take and drink of the Water of life, of which he is the 
Fountain ; for we may take of it freely without woney and 
without price. Rev. 22, £7. Iſa, 55.1,2, And this might alſo 
move and ſtrengthen ns to be foltowers of him as dear 
Children, as far as we bave ability and opportunity, and 


to that end to puton Charity, that we may not ſeek our 


own things, but the good of others: Tothisthe Apoſtle 
folemnly exhorteth the believers, ſetting Chriſt before 
them as the motive and example, Phillip, 2. 1-6, 7, 
fn lowlineſs of mind, ſaith he, let each eſteem other 
better then himſelf 5 namely, ler him think and judge 
that another is rather to be eaſed, and ſpared then himſelf: 
It there be a burdemto be born, or ſome reproach or per- 
ſecution to be indured, let him rather bear, indure, and 
undergo it, then his brotherthould ; let him nor ſeek to 
deliver himſelf, and be content th:t he is free, though it 
tall upon his Brother, bur rather chooſe co bear and indure 
it himſelf, that his brother may be ea(cd and freed; and 
that this is tle meaning of the exhoxtation appeareth by 
what followeth, © Look not every man on his own things, 
© but every man alſo on the things of others: Let that 
© mind he in you, which wasalſo'in Chriſt Jeſus z who 
© peing in the form of God, thought itno robbery to be 
© equal with God; but made himfelt of no reputation, — 
and became obedient to death, che death of che Croſs, 
net tor himſelf, bur for us, and for our ſakes; ſarely he 
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hath born our griefs, and carryed our ſorrows, the cha- 
ſtiſement of our peace was upon him z it was our good he 
deſigned, and not his own ; and rather then we ſhould 
ſuffer the curle ie had deſerved, he indured the Croſs, 
and ſuffered the curſe, he bare our ſins in his own body on 
the Tree: How might this move and prevail with us, to 
bear one anothers burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt, 
Gal, 6, 2. © Herein perceive we the love of God, that he 
© laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
© lives for the Brethren, even in the 100m and ſtead of 
them, and for their good : © But who ſo hath the worlds 
©p00d, and ſeerh_ his brother have need, and ſhutreth 
& his bowels from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
{in him? My Brethren let us not love in word, neither 
*in Tongue , but in deed, and in truth, 1 Fohn 3, 
16, 17,18, 

4, Inthat hebere commenderh himſelf co us under the 
name of Gold, and propoſeth ſuchattendto us, to move 
and perſivade us to buy it; that we maybe rich; hereinis 
intimated and ({ignified rous his willingneſs, and cordial 
defire that we ſhould liſten to him, receive and obey his 
Sracious counſel, imbrace and ciofe with him, and part 
with, and ſuffer the lofs of all things for the excellency 
of him; therefore doth he ſo aptly, and enamouringly 
preſent himſelf to us, and make uſe of (uch ingaging, 
alluring Arguments and Motives, he knoweth we ailna- 
turally love riches z onr hearts are taken with Gold, and 
our-eyes ſet upon that, as a moſt deſirable and delightful 
and defirable thing, and which is very pleaſant to behold; 
he knoweth we would fain be rich, and our wildom moverh 
and leadeth us to deſire ſo to be,aad to labour to that end. 
.Prov, 23.4 Now then he thus in the firſt place deſcribeth 
himſelf, and calleth himſelf, and commendeth himſelf to 
i us, under the name of Gold tried in the fire, and countelleth 
R 2 us 
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us to bony it, that we may be truly and indeed inriched, 
that we might be aſſured of his good will to us, and ear- 
neſt deſire that we ſhould liſtgn to him, and that he may 
out-bid all other perſons and things, that we might be 
taken with, and enamoured on, and give our hearts and 
affeRions unto him, he thus repreſenteth himſelt ro us as 
ſuch a delightful and delirable ObjeR, that we might re- 
ceive his heavenly, and advantagious countel, and open 
unto, and give entertainment unto him 4 ſo when the 
Spirit of- errour and delufion uſeth many alluring Argu- 
ments to perſwade men to liſten unto, and -imbrace her, 
that ſhe may ſeduce and deſtzoy them, thac ſhe hath deckt 
her bed with coverings of Tapiſtry, with carved works, 
with fine linnen of Egypr, that ſhe hath perfumed her {elf 
with Myrrhe, Aloes, and Cynamon, and thence inviteth, 
Come, let ws take our fill of love untilthe morning, let as 
ſolace onr ſelves with loves : To the end none might liſten 
thereto, and be inticed, and deceived by her, the Wiſ- 
dom of God calleth alſo, and glorifieth her ſelf by her 
Spirit unto the Sons of men : Deth not wiſdom cry ? and 
wnderſtanding put forth her Toice? ſbe ſtandeth in the top of 
high places (that her voice may be heard far and near ) 
by the way is the places of the paths —— unts.you O men, 
I call, and my woice is tothe Sons of man, —= hear, for 1 
will ſpeak of excellent things ( ſuch chings as exce} what 
the whorith woman propoſeth and preſenteth ) andthe 
opening of my lips ſhall be right things, recerve my in- 
ſtruttion, and not Silver, and Knowledge rather then choiſe 
Gold ( though thoſe ſeducers and deceivers ſhould ſet be- 
fore you, and promiſe to you Gold and Silyer to corrupt 
you, yet my inſtrufion is better ) for Wiſdew « better then 
Rutits, and all the things that may be deſired are not tobe 
compared toit: (yeaand allo) ——- Riches and honyowr are 
nuh me, yea anrable riches ; My fruit & better then Geld, 
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ya thy [8 Cold, —— and thoſe that love me ſha'l inherit 
ſubfance, &c, Prov. 7. i027, &8 1-21. Sowhen 
ſinners ( iuch as miſs their wiy and mark ) ate intice- 
ins, and (tying, Come wit us, bet us lay wait for Blood, . 
Pe fhail fiad all preciexns ſubſtance, we ſal! #1 our houſes 
with (peil, caſt in thy lot amoneft us, that we might nor 
content or imbrace cheir evil counſel, though they ſer 
motives ot profit before us. Wiſdom cryeth without, ſhe 
uttereth her weice in the Streets, ſhe 6ryeth in the chief places 
of concon-ſe, in the openings of the Gates, in the City ſhe 
witercth ber words (inwhich (he ſhewerh how precious and 
iniching ſhe is, and how happy they are that liſten co her, 
that w'oſo findeth her, find«th life, and [ball obtain fawour of 
the Lord ) and ſaith, Turn at my reproofs, Behold 1 will pour 
out my Spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto yous 
which are pure words as Gold tried in a Furnace of Earth puri- 
fied ſeven times: To the end we might hear and receive 
his counſel, that we might be wiſe for our (elves, and in- 
riched by him. Prov, 1, 10—22.-Pſal. 12.6, His willing- 
ne(s that we ſhould be made partakers of himſelf, and his 
readineſs to communicate 2nd impart this Gold, is ſignified 
to us in his thus commending it, and uſing ſuch Motives 
and Arguments, as-are mot raking with, and pleaſing 
to, and deſirable of us; all which might provoke and 
perſwade us to buy this Ge/d, But we (hall adde no more 
to this firſt branch of the counſel, 


In the the next place we come to the ſecond branch, 
Vic, 
And White raiment, that thou mayſt be cloathed, andthat 
the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not appear, 
"This is a further branchot the good and wholſom coun- 
ſel given by the Amen,theF ajthful and true witne(sthe beein- 


ning of the Creation of God,who is the Counſellor of gy 
that 
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that giveth this good counſel: In which confider 
WE — 

I. The thing further counſelled unto by this excellent 
one, and that is, White raiment, —— 

2. The end why this Angel and Church is counſelled 
to buy this White raiment; That thou mayſt be cloathed, 
and that the ſhame o' thy nakedneſs do net appear, 

1, Thething which thisCounſellor turther counſelleth 
this Angel and Church to buy, and that is, White ralwent, 
or Wh teGarments. 

They were not only wretched, miſerable, poor, but 
naked alſo, and there's thar provided which an(wereth to 
that part of their need, namely , a cloathing for their 
nakedneſs, a covering tor their ſhame, that ic might not 
appear, 

That we may have fome underſtanding, and uſefulneſs 
of this branch of the counſel, let us, God affiſting, inquire 
into, and conſider, — 

I. What is this White raiment , here counſelled un- 
ro? 

2, Why this Raiment is ſaid to be hte, and what is 
:mported therein ? 

1, What is this White raiment here counſelled un- 
ro ? 

In general we may ſay, it is ſuch Raiment as is only to 
be had, and bought of this Fonder/al,Counſ llor,the Amen, 
the Fairhfal and True Witneſs, and not \uch White raiment 
as is to be bought here below, by which ſome perſoas di- 
ſinguiſh chemſelves from others, and in which they glo- 
ry, aS if they were, becauſe of this, better then others, and 
what this white raiwent here commended tous, is, we may 
be helped to know and underſtand by rhe Ho!y Spirit in 
the Scripture of Trurhz namely, thact it is cighieiafueſs 
even the rizhteonſneſſes of the Saints, according to what 
we 


Luke-warm Chriſlians. 127 


we find ſpoken, Rev. 19, $. It was granted unto her ( the 
Lambs Wite) that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine linnen, 
clean and. whitez For the fine lin.en-is the NINE 
Saints, wiz. that wherewith they are cloathed and ador- 
ned: And ſo frequently in the HolyScriptures, righteonſ- 
nels, is compared to a Garment, cloathing or covering, as 
where Fob ſaith, * pur on righteouſneſs, and it cloathed 
© me. Fob 29, 14. And again, tet thy Prieſts be cloathed 
* with righteouſneſs, Pſal, 132. 9. Soit is ſaid, The Lord 
* hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, iz. 
61,10. And thejoyning here Gold and Raiment together, 
aptly anſwereth to that motive and inducement given by 
the Holy Ghoſt, to perſwade usto receive Wiſdoms in- 
ſtruction, vi7. That with her are durable riches ( Gold tried 
in the fire ) and riehteouſueſs, ( white ralment ) Prov. 8, 
18—20, So that the White raiment here commended to 
us, appeareth to be righteouſnels, 

Bur chis righteouſneſs, which is the /hite raiment,is not 

( aS after may be ſhewn our own righteouſneſs according 
to the law, or any works of righteouſneſs of ours , * For 
* by thedeedsot the Law can no flzſh living be juſtified in 
* the fight of God. Row, 3. 20 

But the rvhite raiment here ſpoken of 's, —— 

1, The righteouſneſs of God without the Law, even 
thatrighteouſneſs which Chriſt hath wronght by, nd com- 
pleated in himſelt for us, and is become there-through; for 
chisis his name, Fehovah onr rigbtes-(8:(s, Jer 23.6. And 
ſo JeſusChriſt himſeli;through,and by mcans of char righ- 
tcouſneſs he hath wrought and compleated tor us in him- 
{elf,is likened and compared to aGarimenr,and believers are 
inſtrued to put him on,as'Rom: 13,14 Putyeonthe Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: * And as nianyasare baptized into Chriſt, 
Fare ſaid to have pit on-Chriſt, Gf, 3- 297. Anditis both 
. taken for granted they haveput oti the riew man'{ Chriſt ] 
an 
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and they are infttuRed till and further to put him on, 
Col, 3,10. Epteſ. 4, 23, 24, And they that follow after 
righteouſneſs, are ſuch as ſeek the Lord for it, even the 
Lord of whom the righteouſneſs of the Servants of the 
Lord is. iſa_ 54. 17. Ard in whom it is, 1/4. 45. 24, 
And who is maac of God to them righteouſneſs, 1 Cor, 1, 30, 
Yea, that righteouſneſs which is come by him, it is unto 
all that have fonned ;, and upon all that believe, as their Or- 
nament and Raiment, Rom. 3,21-—23, And inthe Pro- 
pher he is oftentimes propheſied of under this Title, or 
expreſſion of righteouſneſs ; eAs / bring near my righteon/- 
meſs, it ſhall not be far off. 1fa, 46. 13. And my righteouſneſs 
i pear, and year #0 be revealed, 1a. 51.5, & 56. x, with 
Rom. 3. 21, 22, And Chriſt is,- and in him appeareth 
che righteouſneſs of God, 4nd he is become righteon[neſs for 
Wo, —— 

1. In taking our Nature upon him, and therein being 
made fin and a curſe for us, and ſo by cying our death, 
even taſting death by the Grace of God for every man; 
and ſo this righteouſneſs is without the Law, without the 
works or Sactifices thereof, though Chriſt did no fin in 
the the days of his fleſh, but always did thoſe things that 
pleaſed the father, and obſerved the Law; yer thar 
could not be righteouſneſs for us; but to the end he might 
prepare, and become righteouſneſs for us, he muſt 
have our ſins Jaid upon him; and therefore God made him, 
who knew no ſin, to te is for ns (by imputing the treſpaſles 
of the World to him ) that we might be made the righteonſ- 
neſs of God in him, 2 Cor, 5, 19—21. As well as alſo 
he muſt dyeour death, according to that, If r1gbteouſneſs 
come ly the Law, then Chrift dsed in vain. Gal. 2,21, 
In which is implied, that to the end he might bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, he muſt dye, and be cut off 
from the Cans of the living, Day, 9: 2426, righteou(- 

neſs 
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neſs, could not come by the Law ; namely, by our keep- 
ing the Law of ten words, or by any works of ours accor- 
ding theretog for by the Law is « > knowledge of finin 
all we do, in ourbeſt, as well as ia our worſt works : nay, 
righteouſneſs could nor come by Chr.ſt's keeping and ob- 
ſerving of it, though he did always kecpit, and never 
tranſgreſs it in thought, word or deed z tor then he died 
withour any juſt or ſufficient cauſe, he died in vain : And 
again, righteouſneſs could not come by the Law of che 
former Piieſthood, or by any gi'ts, Off-rings or Sacri- 
fices appointed by itz for then Chriſt died in vain: 7: 
was 1:0t poſsible the b 001 of Bulls and Goats conld take awayſin: 
Where ore whes be cometh intothe World, he ſaith, Sacrifice 
and Offering thes woulaeſt not, but a tody haſt thou prepared 
me: In burnt-offerirgs and Sas ifices for ſin thou haſt had no 
pleaſure, th-n [aid 1, Lo I come todothy will 0 God; name- 
ly, to do thit which the Laiv could not do, to take away 
fin, and bring in righteouſneſs. Heb, 10, 4—10, To 
this en be was the Lamb of God who was flain for us ; 
h: mas d'livercd for our offences, And it was needtul thac 
Chriſt ſhoul.{ ſuffer tor our fins, being put to death in the 
A. th, thc this raiment of righteouſnacſs might he prepa- 
red for us ; for we had finned againſt Gol in our fi R tather 
A./am, and were thereby become liable unto the juag- 
ment of God, and had deſerved death in an u'ter ſepara- 
tion from the preenceor God, and God, who is 2 Goa 
of truth, and without iniquity, and to whom it is impuſſi- 
ble to [ye, and therefore he cannot by any means in clear- 
in2 clear the guilty, had (aid and threatned, *Inthed.y 
*chou ext:ſt thereot, in dying thou ſhalt dye. Ger. 2. 17. 
© And curſed be he that cuutirmeth not all tlie words o! 
*rhis Law to do them; namely, as is explicated by the 
Apoſtle, that continueth not in all things written in the 


Book of the Luw todo them. __ 27,26, Ga/. 3: 20, 
ZIg 
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Ani thereto e man having finned,and thereby fallen under 
cue ant death, unlels the juſtice of God be ſatisfied, and 
bis Guth fulfilled, there can be no righteouſneſs for us, 
a0 accepting of vs, no forgivenelts of ur fins, nor mercy 
tobe thewn to us, * For Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
- bur agar one j't or titile of the Law ſhall paſs till all be 
* tulfilled, £4.42, 5, 17, 18, Therefore to the end that 
Chiiſt wight big ing and become righreouſnels for ns, 
Go.! {2d Oil Mim the ny [LES ot US$ al', inc he WAS wound- 
ed tor our ttanſyefhons, bruiſed tor our iniquities, the 
chaſtiſement 5: our peace wis upon hims he was made 
vnder the Law tor us, 145 verevader it, 20] God went to 
Law with him, and exccuted the judgment of the World 
upon him, Fob, 13,3:i. And put bim to death in the fleth 
for us; * and he by the Grice of God caſte Cceath for every 
* man 3. that is to (ay, he cied thedeath of all, © and taſted 
* death for every man,in the room and ſtead of every many 
1e died that death which was the due deſert of every man, 
\ hich they ſhould have died, and which was the Wages 
>f their fianing againſt God ; 2nd this he did tor every 
w4//, even for the good and behovt of every man ; © Sq 
* chat we thus judge, ſaith the Apoſtle, that if one died for 
- all, thea were all dead all have died thac firſt death, 
aot in their own perſons, but in the laſt Adam, who un- 
lercouk tor, and was tie repreſentative of all Mankind. 
z, Car. 5. 14. And his death is 2s acceptable with the fa- 
ther, and as virtuous and (atistactory, asifall had died in 
'heir own perſons, and infinitely more comtortable to us; 
'0r had that deach been died by us, we had periſhed in it 
or ever 3 * But nov by his ſtripes weare heale?, in whom 
metCy and truth are met together, righteouſneſs and 

peace have kiſſed each oth:r, 7/4, 53. 5. Pal, $5, 10. 

He hath :eceemed us from the curie Ot the Law, being 
nace 2Cu:ic ſoruss tor iciswritren, curied !Severy one 

* that 
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©chat hangeth on a Tree, that the bleſſing of Abraham 
*( viz. righteouſneſs and life ) might be in Chriſt Jeſus 
* for the Nations. Gal. 3, 13, 14. And there was a ne- 
ceſfiry for Chriſt's ſo humbliag himſel?, and becoming 
obedient to Ceath, even the death of the Croſs, that righ- 
reouſneſs might come by him; both becauſe God is a God 
of truth, and his word csnnot be broken, and he is infinite 
in holineſs and purity, 2 God of ſuch pure eyes that he can- 
not behold iniquity, nor clear the guilcy, unleſs he cake 
vengeance on our fins, and until his juſtice be ſatisfied, 
and truth fulfilled ; which is all now done in Chriſt, in 
whofe fleſh God condemned our fin, Row, 8. 3, As wel! 
25 alſo Chriſt muſt needs have ſuffered; becauſe there is no 
other perſon or thing that could redeem us: © No man 
* could redeem hisBrother,nor give toGod aranſom for his 
* Soul,the redemption of the Soulis ſb precious: No Offer» 
ing appointed by the L2iw could purge away our fin ; God 
took no pleaſure in them to any ſuch end, thouſands of 
Rammes,and ten thouſand Rivers of Oy], would not have 
made our peace; Leh axon was not (ficient to burn, nor the 
Beaſts thereot ſufficient for a burnt Offerinz : All Nations 
bcfore him are as nothing and they are covnced to him leſs 
then nothiug , and vanity : Yea the Heavens were not 
clean in his fight to this purpoſe, nor any 5 the Heavenly 
Spirits 5 buc Chriſt muſt be abaſed and dye or us, or elle 
there could be norighteouſneſs for vs, 45s. 17. 2. Heb, 
19, 4—12, FPſal 40. 6.8. Iſa, 40, 15— 157, &ndthari: 
was needful Chriſt ſhould ſuffer is ſignified 1015, ia tha: 
when he was in his great agony and Giſt: ef, and :ricd wur, 
Father, if i! be poſsible let this Cup paſs, &c. Yer it'll it was 
cominued to him, and not removed from him z doubtleſs 
co inſtru@ vs, that ic was impoſſible the Cup ihoule pats 
from him, and yer righteouſneſs be prepared for us, and 
mercy ſhewwn to us, fat. 26, 39, This way then he hath 

S 3 prepared 
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prepared riglitcouſre's for uszand herein God appeareth to 

be juſt and his riglceouſnels is herein declared, and ſhewn 
forth, Rome3.25, Alwell as alſo we may hereinſee the vani- 
ty and unpi oficat leneſs of all our works 0! righteouſneſs, 
3nd otall we cou'd do toprepare a clothing and covering for 
our telves and the tolly and ignorance of thoſe that think 
-) make aga:meat tor the clothing them(e!ves;or to make 
their peace withGod by any of t their wor ks, 'acr'fices ,gifrs, 
ſuffe; 1085S; Alals they are iniuthcient to this pu: poſe In the 
crofs o Chriſt p11ce is hidden trom us, 2nd from ail,thar no 
tl: /h might glo:y in his preſence, 1 Cor, 1, 29, 0,31, And yet 

here alſo is a lifting up /o1 all,'n chac., ua which they are ca 
Jownzand good cau'e and realon ,hough nctto glory in Our 
elves, yet tOreJOyce and glory | in the Lora; ho died 
07 us, that righteouineſs might come by him z, andin the 
— who thiled up 11ghteou nes from the eali ſa 41, 
And herein we mM. y lee the infinite grace ot God in 
he abaftng his $-a, and of Chriit in io greatly humoling 
imiclt LO. US z {no YC moved with thaaktninels ro lay 
{1Je our pride, ad (tuui-2tattecune's, and ſubmit, and 
humble our telves t OFEceiVt, 134 ICCepr of this r1ghteoule 
neſs of God vittout the lan D:cÞ3i'tV, and COmpleatea 
by Telus, wiv died Cur vs accouing to the Scrip- 
a: Cs - 20C vaSDULEC 5 0d who allo roic Jgaln the th1ra 
the Seriptures: And this leadeth us to 

— "567", BU dJELON, 

2 Fle wno cies for out (105,18 alto railed again as the pub- 
4 (0450 3 and 15 10 our Nature, 2ad for us juſtifhed in the 
Spit, Even in the Spirit Sraifing him trom the dead, ac- 
Jong {018 21 0nr fins imputed © him; and fo he is rat- 
led tor our jultihcation, acquittance, and diicharge. Row, 
4.25, 17i 3,16, And in this God hath evidenced 
nd acCiared [its 1;ghteoulneſsinreleating him, and taking 
"im 1.00 priſon aud judgment, who had died our death, 
and 


11 Fafa k *xv(? 
I 5 LL \ W 'iN £ 
3? % R 5 


Luke- warm Chriſtians. 133 


2nd paid our Cedt ; it was not poſſible he ſhould be hold- 
enof de2th, becauſe he had tully (atisfied his juſtice, 2nd 
fu filled his truth g and God hath therefore in raiſing him, 
evicenced and maniſeſtec tis righteouſneſs, and teſtifieq 
to al! men that he is welpleaſed in, and fatisfied with his 
pzrſonal 2-2. ement, 21d ſufferings, inthat he hath raiſed 
h'm from tte dead ; He hath declared him ts be the Sou of 
God wi-b pomer, 4*cord:ng 18 the Syirit of holine(s by the relur- 
refF-gn from 'he 444, Rom, 1 4, And Chriſt, ( not by 
the blood of cuils and gcars, but by his own blood, in 
tne virtue where)! he is raifed, and hath offered himſelf, 
ts ;21(ed body, 2 fpotle 5 acrifice through tHeeternal (pi. 
it uaro God, whici isan ofcring and 4 ſacrifice of a [meet 
[mel/ing ſavowr unto tim entred in cnce into the holy 
p'2ce, having obtain Ceternal redemption, Heb, 9. 12— 
14. Epheſ,*,2. Tiitisto [ay , —— 

He kach fin.(hed tte cranigrefſion, to wic, the tranſ- 
2re(i n of t1'e 1: it publick man, in which we all fined, 
and (rm whenc? ve are neceſlarily polluted; and made 
2n end of ftas; ot the neceſſary branches thereof; he 
hath pnrg: d away the guile of this fin and finfulnets from 
before the preſ-m e of God ſo as now the wrath of God 
from him, abideth nut on 2ny man on that account, nor 
's any maa held out trom God becauſe of his natural 2nd 
neceflary pollucicn ſimply: The father hencetoith judg- 
2:1. no man otherwite then by Chriſt, bur hath commirted 
1] jucgem-nt to Fis Son. Heb, 1.3. Dan. 9, 24. Fob. 5, 
22, And ail that have ſinned are juſtified freely by bis arace 
through the redemption that is in F:ſus Chriſt. tom. 3.27, 
24. He once appeared in the end of the World, to pur 
away, and aboliſh Gin, by the ſacrifice of himſelf: He 
was maniteſted to take away our (ins, and in him isno fin; 
he hath not failed therein, Heb, 9, 26, 1 Foh, 3, 5, 


Ezek, i$, 2, 3,4. e' 
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He hath obtain'd alſo the forgivneſs of our perſonal fins, 


in which we fin after the ſimilitude of Adaw's tranſgreſ- 
fion , he hathobtained power ts make reconciliation for the 


people. Heb, 2.17, Dan, 9.24. be hath received gifts for men 


3ca for the rebellious alſo, Pſal, 68,18, inhim there is for- 
givene(s, and in his name It is preached unto all nations, 
beginning at Fernſalem, which was even the ſlaughter 
houſe of the Prophets; and where our Lord was Crucified 
Luk, 24, 47. with chap, 13, 34. inhim the Apoſtles had 
in their miniſtration to declate redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveneis oi fins, according to the 
riches of God's grace, Epheſ, 1. 7. Col. 1,14. This mar, 
when he had offered up one (acrifice tor fins, for-ever (ate 
coin on the right hand of God, from ever offering up 
any new ſacrifice, or repeating, or reiterating the former, 
Heb_ 10, 10—12, &7, 27, — 

He hath alſo obcained a recovery of ourlofs; all have 
finned, and come ſhort of the glory of God, in which, 
and unto which they were created : God made man in his 
image, in a righteous and happy condition ; but man in 
ſeeking out many: inventions therevy loſt that image of 
God; and 41am begat children in his own image, Gey,1, 
26, 27. Eccleſ, 7.29, Gen. 5. 3. But now Jeſus Chrift, 
the ſecond man, hath reſtored that which he. took not a- 
way ; he is the laſt eAdam, in whom mankind is again 
created in the imige of God, after a more glorious man» 
ner then in the firſt Adam; He hath reltored our narure 
in his perſon into the image of God, into perfe& inno- 
cency. 1Foh. 3.5, 1 Pet. 1.19. integrity , righteou(- 
neſs, immortality, and eternal life, Fam. 3.9. 2 Trm,1, 
Io, I Fob,5.1c,11, 1ſa 45. 24, inhim it hath plea- 
ſed the father thu all tylneſs ſhould dwell; and there is in 
bim perfeRion for every ran. Col, 1.18, 19—28 & 2, 
9, 10, And hes become a quickecing ſpirit z and here* 
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in preferred before the firſt man Adaw, who was made a 
living Soul, and abiding in that condition in which he 
was created, might have conveighed life to his poſterity 
but being fallen could not quicken dead ones, neither him- 
ſelf, nor any of his pofterity, But Chrift is a quickening 
Spirit, to quicken thoſe that are dead in fins and treſpaſſes, 
1 Cor. 15,45. The living quickening bread that giveth 
life unto the dead world, and they that eat him, even thev 
ſhall live by him, Fohn 6, 33-35-51-57, All thingsate 
here ready and prepared for all men in him, he is made of 
God wiſdom and righteouſneſs, &s. And this righteoul. 
neſs he hath now openly (hewed in the fight of the Hea- 
then; and henceall the Earth is called upon, and exhorted 
to make a joyful noiſe unto the Lord, to make a loud noiſe, 
and rejoyce ard fing Praije, Plal. y8. 1 —5, Jeſus Chriſt 
hath recovered all our lofs into himſelf, and is glorified 
in our nature, with the Glory he had with the father before the 
world was, John 17.5. 
An4 he hath obtained the Inheritance of new Heavens, 
and a new Earth, of a better and more glorious Inheri- 
tance then the firſt man hai inthe fi: Creation, and an 
exccilent Dominion over the works of God's hand ; and 
ſo as with reſpeR to thele two laſt branches, the Apoſtle 
theweth to us, that Chriſt, who by the Grace of G:4 taſted 
atath for every man, hath obtained thar which the tirſt 
11am had, and 1>{t, Compare Pſal. 8, 4—8, with Heb. 
2. *—9. And there (hall be in due time a reſtirution of 
all thinvs, when God ſhall ſend us Feſus who now is preached 
to us, As 3, 20, 21. © The whole Creation ſhall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption, 1 tothe glori- 
* ous liberty of the Sons of God, Row $, 19 - 21, Andoll 
this is that righteonſne(s which Chriſt hath prepared for 
os, and which they ſhall partake of that believe on him, 
q the Scripture hath ſaid : In him there is the torgiveneſs 


Of 
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of all our fins, yea he is made of God to the believer re- 
demption, which non imputation, or forgivenels of ſins 
is righteouſneſs without works, whereby owr ſins are cover- 
ed. Rom. 4. 5, 6,7, with Pſal, 32, 1,2, Anda tobe of 
righceouſnels, in being cloathed upon wherewith, they 
are mad: accepted inthe belo.ed Ephel, 1,6,T hoſe that buy 
this are righteovs even as he is righteous. 1 John 3. 7. 
© And Chriſt doth preſent them in the body of his flzih 
© [n which he was railed again trom the dead, Holy and un- 

_ © blameable, and untebukeable in kis fiehe Col. 1, 22. 
And as found in him they are a'l far-, ard there & no ſpat in 
ihim, C int. 4 7. Chrilt is beco.ne theirs, an ! they are 
cloathed upon with him. and reckoned atrer him 4 being 
buried with him in bapiiim, wherein alto th yareriſen 
with him through th- faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raiſed Chrilt t:om the dead, Col 2.12, Epheſ” 
3. 3s 6. Avid they are begotten io 4 let, hope by the reſur- 
reftion of ( hriſt from the dead, to an inheritance incorrup- 
tible and undejiled, and that fadeib net 4iay reſerved mn 
the Heavens, 1 Pet. 1, 3. Coriſt ts made of God to them 
righteouſncſs. 1 Cor, 1. 30, And this the rizhreouſne!s 
they have to appear before God in, the bef} an.) $i: (t robe, 
even Chriſt himſelf, and the rizhr-ou nc. s be karh 
wrought and obtained 1/1» the VVedaing Gar ment Luke 15, 
32 Mit. 22.11, 

2. By this te raiment, or thoſe PYh ite Car 
ments, are meant the fruits oi thisrighteoun: {5 >elie ved, 
and believed in. Fam, 3, 18, For this tle Avciſtie 
prayeth for the P' {ippians, © That their love mizht 
© abound yet more and more in all knowleds, — 1 hat 
© they might be (incere, and wickout offence, being filled 
* with the fruiis of righteouſneſs, which truits) ue by 
© Jeſus Chrift ( received and believed in) unto the 
£ Glory and p:2ile of God, Phiup.t, g—11, And of pf 
| theſe 
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theſe fruits, there are ſome more inward, and ſome more 

—_ rd. 
Thoſe more inward and wrought in the Spirit of the 

mind by the Spirit in the Teſtimony. in glotitying Chriſt, 
and taking of his things, and thewing unto us, are Humi- 
laty, This is compared to 4 Garment) Be ye all clothed 
with Bumility, 1 Pet, 5.4. And tiiis Garment theſe need- 
ed to buy of Chriſt; for they were lifted up with high 
thoughts and concetts of themſelves, They ſaid, © They 
*were erich, and increaſed with goods, and had need of no- 

*thing ; they needed therefore to buy, and to be clothed 
with this Garment, that their ſhame might not appear 
namely, to put on, and be clothed eſpecially and firſtly 
with all humility ot mind. As, 20, 19, To put on hum- 
bleneſs of mind, Col. 3, 12. And needſul it is for us al! 
to be inwardly apparalled herewith, to have a low eſteem 
of out. felves, of our knowledge, parts, gitts, attainments; 

Or otherwife we (hall fic looſe trom Chriſt, as they z © We 
are Lords, we will come no more unto thee, Fer, 2.31, 
Thoſe thar are pufc up with their fleſhly mind ( notwith- 
ſtinding their vo{untary humility ) do not hold the head 
Teſus Chriſt, Hue rreacherouſly depart from him, Col. 2. 
18, 19. Good therefore it is for us all, anc eſpectally for 
the Angeis, 1 Pet, 5.15. Top1tonthis, tojudge out 

ſelves unworthy Creatures, © leis then theleaſt of God s 

© rrercies and favours, Ger. 32,10, * The chict oof finners, 

*1 77m, 1,15. Theleaſtof Saints, Epheſ. 3, $. To count 

* ra2t we ave not yet atrainec, neither are already per- 

* ect, Fhilrp, 3. $2, 13.To fay when rw m9 vecone all tha: 
*15 commanced us, we are unprofitable {ervants, Lake 17. 
©*9,10, Tobenothing. 2 Cey, 12. 1: " Antcheretanns 

come to Chriſt as the only foundation of our faith, as hs 

died for ſinners, ungodly « ones and enemies, yea, as by the 

Grace of God hetaſted cear hfor every man, and is :ailed 

T 77m, 
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again: a5 the reaſon of our hope, as the beginning of out 
confidence : To come unto, and abide in him as the foun- 
tain of our light and teaching, as our only Rabbs, and to 
learn the truth as it is taught in Jeſus : To pur on him as 
our righteouſneſs co appear before God in, whoſe righte- 
ouſneſs is prepared for all chat have ſinned : To feed upon 
him as our bread, even on his fleſhas given for the life of 
the world: To haveour approch to God by and through 
bim as our only way, and to come in through that low 
door opened for every poor finful Creatore of Mankind, 
to be comforted in all our tribulations and ſadneſſes with 
Gods confolations, even with the conſoJations of and in 
Chriſt, and not to have ſome ſecret thing with us tocom- 
folt us, Job, 15,11, with 2 Cor, 1, 3—5, To have ourre- 
joycing in Chriſt where all may rejoyce with us, and to 
ave no confidence inthe fleſh, in any priviledges thereof, 
or in any works of righteouſnefs of our own, Philip. 3,3-—$, 
And to think ſoberly of our ſelves; yea, and this humili- 
ty is alſo to be exerciſed inall our words, and demeanour, 
Epheſ. 4. 2. And this humility is the Spirit effeRing, and 
bringing unto us, that it might be pur on by us in glorify- 
ing Chriſt, and commending unto us the freeneſs of Gods 
love in him ; ſhewing that he hath prepared righteouſneſs 
for us, and impureth it to every one that believerh freely, 
withont any works otours ; Where is boaſting then ? I: 
is excluded; By what Law? Of works 2 Nay, but by 
the Law of faith, Rom, 3. 21—28. And that he ſaved us 
from our ignorance ot him, 2nd enmity onto him, accor- 
ding tothe rule of his mercy; and {o not by any works of 
ohreoufneſs of ours: * By Grace ye are faved, through 
* tajith, and that nor of your ſelves, itis the gift of God ; 
Snot of works, left any man ſhould boaſt, ltis by Grace, 
45 the motive whereby he was moved to bring (alvarion to 
us 25 oppoſed to debt ; he was not indebted tous for any 
ooodgets 
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goodneſs of ours; or by any purpoſe, or promiſe 
on h's part necefficating him thereto z -but ic was free- 
ly by his Grace he ſaved us, and by Grace as the Argu- 
ment and motive wherewith he prevailed with us, even 
through the diſcovery of the freeneſs and greatneſs of his 
love as;commended to us continually in this, © that while 
*we were yetſinners Chriſt died for us, Ephe 2, 1—8, 
with Rom. 4, 4+ Tit. 3. 3=-—5. And ſo what ever the 
believers have received, it is by Grace; *© for who maketh 
© thee to differ ? and what haſt thou that thou didſt not 
*receive? Now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou 
* glory aSit thou hadſt not received it, 1 Cor, 4.7; And ſo 
his forgiving the fins of thoſe that come to God by him, 
and —_—_ them from cheir filthine(s, and giving unts 
chem a new heart, and new Spirit, it is not tor their ſakes, 
but for his own name ſake, and were this known, and taken 
notice of by them, it would cauſe them to be aſhamed and 
confounded, and powerfully hide pride from them, and 
cloth them with humilicy, Zzet, 36, 21—32, And 
indeed, nothing doth ſo powerfully work and tend to the 
humbling of us as his Gracez and to this end he giveth 
more Grace, Grace abounding our natural pollution and 
corruption : wherefore he ſaith, Ged reſsfteth the proud, but 
giveth Grace to the humble. Jam. 4, 5,6. yea, nd to the 
effeQing this humility in us, he propoſeth to us, and ſet- 
teth before us the humility of Chriſt, That we might learns 
of bim who ws lowly (not in his outward carriage only, 
but alſo) in khrart, aud in ſs doing we ſhall find re 
to our Souls, Mat, 11. 29, Philip, 3, 4 — 6,7. — 

Leal for God, to be clad therewith as with a Cloak. 
Iſa. 49. 7. This was that which this Angeland Church 
were much wanting io, and deſtitute ofz they were Lake- 
r4+9, and neither Co!d nor Het, as we have ſeen betore: 
This was needfal therefore to be bought by them io = 

; TS Will 
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with humility, and unleſs that be put on, this cannot be 
had by us; for while men have high choughts o' them- 
ſelves, and their attainments, this diſpoſeth them to luke- 
warmneſs , and hindreth them from being zealous. 
Now that zeal that is tro be bought of Chriſt, it is prin- 
cipally, Fervency of Spirit in ſelling all that we have for 
Chriſt, that we may win him, and be found in him, as 
before is ſhewn. And fervency of Spirit in ſeeking after the 
knowledg of him, and promoting the things of his King- 
dom contending earneſtly and fervently for the faith of 
the common ſalvation, and not giving place by ſubjectt- 
on; no not for an hour, that the truth of che Goſpel may 
continue - with us; and ſo highly valuing and prizing 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, and tervently loving himand ir, 
2snot to loye our lives uato the death tor his ſake, and his 
Goſpels, but willingly to lay them down, and loſe them, 
when called thereunto ; The zeal of Gods houſe did even 
£at up Chriſt ; and ſuch zeal is to be boughr of him as 
whereby we may not pleaſe our ſelves, but deny our own 
wiſdoms, wills, deligns , affe&tions, enterprizes, yea, 
and forſake all that we have, that we may be his Diſciples, 
and follow him in the regeneration, Kom, 12.11, Luke 
14, 26,27—33-. And this zeal he is effecting in us, eſpe- 
cially and principally by lifting up himſelt by his Spirit,and 
renSring himfelf more precious then all the things of this 
world, then all our injoymeats, relations, attainments, 
lives, @c, that ſo we might run with tie feet of our 
Souls,even with hot and fervent affections unto him, from 
all other things, Br-cauſe of the Lord bis God, and for the 
holy one of lirael, who hath glorified him, I\a,55.5, And 
that we might follow him whitherſoever he goeth. © And 
laying aſide every weight,and the fin which doth (o eaft- 
© ly beſer us, run with patience ( in induting aMiGions, 
and in a patient continuance in well-doing, and patiently 
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waiting for the Lord) therace ſet beforets, looking off 
trom all other things unto Jeſus, Heb, 12.1, 2, 3. This 
1Saneectull and uletull garment to be put cn oy us in and 
with Humility, inputting on the new man, and in being 
clad wherewith, we ſhall be Inſtruments of good to others 
and provoke very many to ſeek and follow the Lord with 
us, 2 Cor, 9,2, and eſpecially neecfull for the Angels 
o' the Churches, that they may be enſamples to the 
flock, and fervently ſeek their good, Colof, 4.12, 13, 
And abundint need, and great cauſe have wenow to buy 
this of Chriſt in theſe laſt,znd lukewarme times, in which 
iniquity doth abennad, and the lave of many wax Cold As was 
all: {oretold by out Saviour, Math, 24. 12, And to that 
end, that this Angel and Church might be zealous and re- 
pent ( change, and torſake their evil and high thoughts 
of themſelves) therefore out of love and faithfulneſs, 
the faithful and true witneſs did rebuke and chaſten them, 
Rev, 3.19. 

Bowels of mercy, lindreſs, &c, Are alſoto be pur on 
by his Angels and Churches ; not only outwa:d aRts of 
mercy, but bowels of mercy, having an inward affection 
to men, pityinz, and compaſhonating the ignorant , 
and thoſe that a:e out of thewayz and being kind alſo, 
in heartily defiring the good of them, that they may be 
ſaved. Col. 3.12, And theſe garments aptly follow, 
and are joyned with zeal z for when the love, and lovyeli- 
neſs of Chriſt is ſo known, believed, and confidered by 
us, as tO inflame our hearts with love to him, together 
herewith alſo his love is (o in{uſed, and diffuſed into the 
heart by the holy Spirit, as to fill us with love to all, and 
ſo with boweis of mercy, pity, and compaſhon; and 
with an hearty kindneſs to them, and ezxrneſt deſire, and 
indeavour of their good : This fillech with bowels to- 
wardsall, yearning toward them, and b:eathing for _ 
g00d, 
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good, that their eyes might be opened, and that they 
might be turned from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God , the love of Chriſt known and 
believed frameth, and conſt:aineth hereto: And fo it 
frameth us to be like-minded unto Chiiſt, and God in 
him, © ro be merciful as our father which is in Heaven is 
merciful, Luk, 6,36. Andeſpecially his grace reacheth, 
and ftrengthreth the believers, in puttiag on the new 
man, fo put on 4s the ele of God holy, ani beloved, tonels 
of mircy, kindneſs, &c. one to another ; exerciſed in a 
ceſire and indeavour of their good eſpecially, avoiding 
what is contrary to bowels of mercy, and kindneſs, as 
judging one another, condemning one another and in 
doing what ſpringeth therefrom 3 «s forbearing ene ano- 
ther, and forgiving one another, if any have a complaint 
againſt any, even as Chriſt freely forgave them, that they 
ſhould do likewiſe. Col, 3, 12,13, with Luk, 6.36, 37, 
And as we have opportnuity, deing good to all men, eſþccially 
to thoſe that are of the houſhold of Faith, Gal, 6, 10, 1 Joh, 
3, 16,17, 18, —— 

Meekneſs isalſo to be put on by them as a garment, Col, 
3.12. Tothis the believing women are inftruced , whoſe 
adorning, ſaichthe Apoſtle Peter, © Let it not be that our- 
« ward, -— But letit be the hidden man of the heart, ia 
* that which is not corruptible, even the oraament of a 
© meek and quiet ſpirit, which ( though it be deſpiſed and 
laught at by men, yea, by many tat profeſs godlinefs, yet) 
*is in the ſight of God of gre:r price ; for after this man- 
© ner, inthe old time, the holy womrn alſo who truſted 
in God adorned themſelves, &c, 1 Pet. 3, 1—5, And 
this is joyned with, and put as the conſequent of-lewlineſs. 
Epheſ. 4, 2. And of humbleneſs of mind, Col, 3.12, And 
meeknelſs and lowlineſs of heart were conjoyned in our Sa- 


viour. Matt. 11,29, And unleſs ye fo receive the grace 
at 
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of Chriſt as to be clothed with humbleneſs of mind, we 
cannot adorne our ſelves with this garment of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit: for pride and high thoughts of our ſelves 
will cauſe us to be ſoon angry, and fill us with contention, 
ſtrite, envying, confuſion, and every evil work, Prov: 
13. 10, I[a,16.6, And this isto be exerciſed in ſubje&- 
108 unto thoſe ti)at God hath ſet over us. 1 Pet, 3, Z=—5, 
And in quiet bearing injuries, atHlictions, reproches, and 
perſecutions for the Goſpel's fake; and not indeayouring: 
ro reſiſt the evil, or leave our placeof ſubjeRion, Pſal. 
37-7 —11, In ſeeking the reſtoring of thole that are 0- 
vertaken with a fault, Gal.6,2, In inſtruting thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, 2 7im, 2, 23,24. In giving a 
reaſon of the hope to him that asketh us. 1 Pet. 3,15, 
And in all our receiving the ingrafted word with the in- 
ſtruions thereof, and the reproofes of its inſtruRion,. 
which are the way of lite. Fam, 1,21, And this isalſo- 
2 fruit of the ſpirit, which he is effeRing in thoſe that be-- 
lieve, in gloritying Chriſt, and diſcovering his excellen- 
cy, anc that excellent example he hath leit us, that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps: It is the fruit of that wiſdom 
that is trom above, even of Chriſt, and is therefore call- 
ed, methneſs of Wiſdom, Fam. 3.13—17, Gal. 5,22. 
And is with the former tobe put on by us, eſpecially in 
tho{e laſt days in which evil men, and ſeducers are grown 
worſe and worſe, deceiving, and being deceived; and 
eſpecially the Angels are to be clothed herewith : The 
Servant of the Lora' muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all 
men, apt roteach, patient, in meckne(s inſtrutting them that 

oppoſe themſelues, &c, 2 Tim, 2.23, 24, — | 
Charity alſo i 0 be put on; Abovo all theſe things pat on 
Charity, which « the boud of perfedtneſs, Col. 3, 14. A- 
bove all things have fervent charity amore your elves, 1Pert, 
4.8, Ltt all your things bg aoxe with charity, 1 Cor, 16.14, 
Charity. 
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Chriry is diſtinguiſhed from brotherly kindneſs, 2 Pet, 
I.7, Brotherly kindneſs hath for its motive and objeR 
ſomewhat lovely, and amiable in the party loved ; bur 
Charity is a free manner of love, faſtening on, and flow- 
ing forth toward the party loved,” not b2ctuſe of any 
WO! -th, or worthine's in him, yea notwith{tindins creat 
un:'v orth nefs.. ind manilold evils be found ut him. Thus it 
is inGod; Go4ſoinflaitely loved, pity'd, and compaſlsionated 
the world, that he gave his oncl) berotten ſen, There was no0- 
thing of worch or worthineſs in the world to move him fo 
todo, for all the world was become guilty betore God, 
and fubject to his judgment. By one man ſin entred into the 
world, and 4eath by fin. Rom, 3,19. K5.1:, All were 
become ungodly. ſinners, and enemies; and. fo, great 
unworthineſs was tound with them, yet he loved them, 
and fo loved them as to.give his Son to be the Saviour 
thereof ; becau'e he himlelf is charity, the fountain and 
original of love, x Fob, 4, 8 — 10, Thus alſo it is in 2 
meaſure with thoſe that have known and believed the ! love 
that God hath towards the world, and fo are born 0 
God: The charity they are inſtructed to pur on,-Ir is rack 
a manaer of love as is towards another without any 99.:4- 
neſs, or worthinels in the party loved ; yea, notwithſtand- 
ing great unlovelineſs be found in tim; and it is begotten 
and moved, and exerciſed trom an higher motiv e, and 
trom a reaſon without him, namely, trom the love 0; 
Chit, and God in him. = Cor.5. 14, 1 76h. 4,7, I lay 
unto you that hear, That God is love, and how 
he hath maniteſted it. Love your enemies, leſs tens that 
Curſe yo, &c, Luk, 6,27. This beingpt at on, and walk- 
ed in the exerciſe of, will cover the molt ade of fins, foas 
{t1 | robe ſeeking the good of the party loved, 1 Per. 4.E. 
And indeed in putting oa charity, we put on al the othie: 


g2rments betore {poken of ; and theretore 3bove all things 
chis © 
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this is to be put on by us: In pucting this on we ſhall pul 
on humility z for Charity vawnteth not it ſelf, is not puffed 
vp, 1 Cor, 13. 4. It taketh no notice of irs doings or 
works; ſo as to be hindred from purſuing the good of ano- 
ther, but ir leadeth one to humble himſelt to that end, 
as it was eminently found in Chriſt, ſuch was his Charityz 
© as that though he was rich, tor our ſakes he became poor: 
© that through his poverty we might be inriched, 2 Coy, 
$. 9, He humbled himſelf and lecame obedient to death, &c, 
Charity doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, as thoſe thar 
want humility do, in proclaiming their own goodneſs, 
knowledge, &c, Philip, 2. 3—7, In putting on this we 
(hzJl put on zcal,and fervency in looking upon, and indea- 
vouring the good of others, that God inall things may 
be glorified through Jeſus Chriſt, and hence this is called 
fervent Charity, 1 Pet, 4, 8, Andis ſofervent and hot as 
that many waters cannot quench it, neither can the flouds drown 
it ; it ts even ſtrong 4s death, And caſteth out all fear that hath 
torment in it, Cant. $,6,7. 1 Joh, 4. 18. Inputting on 
this we put on bowels of mercy, kindneſs, &c. it filleth 
with bowels of pity, and compaſſion rowards others ; 
Charity ſeeketh not her own, but the profit of othets 
that they may be ſaved. Charity is kind, 1 Cor. 13, 4, 5. 
Hence our Saviour fiſt inſtruReth his Diſciples to love,aud 
then 10 do good, to lend, tobe merciſal, not ts judge, not ts 
condema, to give, forgive, &c, As ſignifying, love in- 
cludeth, and leadcth to all mercy and kinaneis, and as 
of it, Luke 6, 27 — 38, Chatity openeth the bowels of 
our compaſſion on ſight of the needs, and neceiſicies ot 
others, 1 Foh, 3, 16—18, In putting on Charity we 
put on alſo meekneſs 2nd gentlene(s in bearing injuries, 
unkindnefles, and il! requitals from others, and in being 
long-ſuffering coward them, and not preſently curn- 
\ ing away from them though they be vlull of hearing, 
by u pnreach- 
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unreachable, untraRable: yea, though they are froward, 
evil, and incenſed againſt us, and are enemies to us be- 
cauſe we tell chem the truth, and indeavour their good and 
profir, Charity ſuffereth long, and iskind all the while; 
it is not eaſily provoked, thinketh, projeReth, ſurmiſech 
ao evil, it iseven blind, and leadeth thoſe that are filled 
with it to demean themſelyes as blind ones, Who fo 
full of Charity as Chriſt > 4»d who ( ſaith God ) & blind 
as my ſervant, or deaf as my meſſenger that I ſent? who i 
 tlind as he that is perfef?, and blind as the Lords ſervant, 
ſeting many things, but thou o:ſerveſt them not, &c, Iſa, 
43, 19,20, © Soalſo Charity beareth all things, indureth 
«all things, all burdens caſt pon it, and yet Chatity 
never faileth., 1 Cor. 13. 5—7, 8, All is included 
in one word, Thos ſhalt love, &c, Gal. 5,13, 14, Rom, 
I 3; 8$—10, — 
= And by the fruits of righteouſneſs, and ſo by thoſe 
White garments , are meant, thoſe more outward z the 
works and as of love and mercy, exerciſed untoothers; 
ſo receiving and holding faſt the Grace of God, as that 
in its efficacies and outward works, it may be ſeen and be- 
held of all men. As 11.23. Holding forth the word of 
life in word and converſation ; as our Saviour inftrucech 
his Diſciples. Les your light ſo ſhine Lefore men, that they 
ſeeing your good works, way glorifie your father which is in 
Heaven. Mat. 5.16, This is 41 Ornament which tecometh 
ſuch as profeſs gedlineſs, even good works. 1 Tim. 2,9, 10, 
And to that end the Grace of God moveth, and inſtry- 
eth us to caſt off the works of darkneſs, ſuch as rioting 
and drunkenneſs, chambring and wantonneſs, ſtrife and 
envying , which are the garments of darkneſs, proceeding 
from our ignorance and blindneſs; theſe are to be caſt off 
as an unclean, filthy and diſhogourable garment : axd to 
put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, in the efficacies of his righte- / 
ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs believed, Rom. 13. 12—14. And ſowe are in- 
ſtructed ro put off concerning the former converſation the 
old man, which is corrupt according to thedeceit{ul luſts, 
viz, to put off, and put away lying, anger, wrath, malice, 
blaſphemy, filchy communication, ſtealing, &c, and to 
beclothed outwardly with love, peace, humility, mercy, 
temperance, ſobriety z and to have our ſpeech always 
with Grace, ſeaſoned with Salr, both which, namely, 
good words and works, tend to adorning the Doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things, Zpheſ, 4, 22, 31, Col, 
3, 5 —$, 9, —] Jo & &. $3 6, Tit, 2, I0—12, And 
ſoby this White raiment is meant, the righteouſneſs which 
Chriſt hath wrought and compleated for all witkourt them, 
and which he is become through and by means of his per- 
ſonal abaſemeat and ſufferings, and the fruits thereof,both 
thoſe more inward and outward, —— 

2, Why thisraiment is ſaid to be white,and what is im- 
ported therein ? 

t. In general we way ſay, in this expreſſion there is 
alluſion and reference unto the Garments that the Prieſts 
and Levites did wear, and were clothed with, and in 
which they did chen miniſter z which a4oſes, the Mediator 
of thar old Teſtament orCovenant, was appointed to make, 
or cauſeto be made. £x04,28,39—43, Levit,16.4—23-32, 
So it is faid, the Levites, when they miniſtred, were arazed 
in white linen. 2 Chron, 5, 12. And now the Prieſthood 
being changed, there is made of neceſsity a change alſs of the 
Law. Heb, 7.123, We havean High prieſt after a more ex- 
cellent order then was Aaroy's, even after the order of 
Melchiſedech , and he is King of righteouſneſs, who hath 
brought in aneverlaſting righteouſneſs, and who is cloth- 
ed therewith as with a robe. 7/a, 61,10, And hath itto con- 
fer upon, and cloth with, all that are born of him, Heb. 
7,1,2, 1 Fohp. 2.29.8 3.7. This washe whom Davie! 

2 in 


. 48 * Needful Counſel for 


i viſion ſaw, 7 hat certain (or one) man, clehed in lines, 
in Whice raiment, whoſe Loyns were girded with finc Gold of 
Uphaz, Dan. 10 5, with Rev, 1,13: And the ſame he 
ſpeaketh off again, (othed im linen, which was upon the 
Waters of the River, &c, Dan, 12.6,7, with Rey, 10, 6,7, 
And he is girt about the Paps with a Golden girdle. Righteouſ- 
neſs is the Girdle of his Loyns, and Faithfulneſs the Girdle of 
kis Reins. Rev.1.13, with Iſa, x1. 5. Heisa more excel- 
lent High-prieſt chen any of the former, and anſwerably 
his raimcat is more excellent then theirs. Aaron had on, 
when he miniſtred the Linea Coat , Linen Breeches, 
Linen Girdle, and Linen Mitre, outward Material, white 
Raiment ; but he hatch put on righteouſneſs as his Gar- 
ment, Girdle, Breaſt-Plate, &c. And all thoſe thatare 
born of, and come unto him, are made Prieſts, be they 
Jew or Gentile, wiſe or unwiſe, male or female, bond or 
free, They are a SpiritualPrieſt-hood,to miniſter unto him, 
as all the males that were born of Aaroy in former times 
were Prieſtsz ſo now Chriſt is aually in our nature glo- 
rified, and become the father and begetter of Prieſts by a 
birth from above, and no difterence here between male and 
female z for they arc all one in Chriſt, Gal, 3, 27. This pri- 
viledge of being Prieſts is not confined or limited to a 
mid-order of outward Officers, betiween and diſtinct 
from Biſhops or Elders, and Deacons ; for there is no ſuch 
order mentioned inthe writings of the Apoſtles ; nor is it 
limited co any outward Church-choſen Officers whatſoe- 
ver: Nay, men are ſofar from being the only Prieſts be- 
cauſe choſen by the profeſſed Church, that they are not 
rherefore Prieſts at all, But all thoſe thatare born of Chriſt 
the Everlaſting father, and begetter of Prieits, whether in, 
o9 or out of outward Office in the Church, are an Holy 
Nation, and Gods Heritage, or Clergy, 1 Pet, 5,3. Yea, 
though thoſe that were in former times born of Aaren, agd 
were 
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were of the Tribe of Levi, were outward and bodily Prieſt? 
to offer bodily Sacrifices, in which they were Types 0 
Ch:iſt, and their Sacrifices, of his; Yet all Iſrael might 
then in obeying his voice have been Spiritual Prieſts, aC- 
cording to that, Exod, 19, 3— 6, The Lord ſaid ts Moles, 
Thus ſhalt thou ſay tothe bouſe of Jacob, and tell the Children 
of Iſrael { and not of Lewi 2nd Aaron only ) You have ſeers 
what I did to the Egyptians, @'c. Now therefore if ye will obey 
my woice indeed, and le: p my Covenant, then ye ſhall be a pecu- 
liar Treaſure unto me above all people ; for all the Earth is 
mine: Ard ye ſhall be unto me a kingdom of Priefts, and an 
Hely Nation : Theſe are the Words which thou ſhalt ſpeak unto 
wn:othe Children of Iſrael. And now, a'l that coat unto Chriſt 
the living Stone, diſallowed indeed of men,yea,of the builders 
alſo, but choſen of God and precious, they alſo as lively Stones 
ars bnilt np a Spiritual houſe, an Holy Prieſthood, 1Pet,2.4,5, 
And there are none elle that are Prieſts of Gods owning, 
and approbation, though there are many others that are 
called (0; but all thele, whether male or female in the 
feth, that ſo hear and learn of the father as ro come unto 
Chriſt, are joyned unto the Lord, and fo are Spiritual 
Levites, and made one Spirit with him, and partake of 
his Spiritual Bleſſings by faich, an4 in a firſt-fruirs of the 
Spirit, according to their needs and capacities, and they 
are Prieſts: And that they may miniſter unto him and 
before men, he wiſheth them in his own Blood, Thus in 
our Types that the Prieſts might miniſter unto the Lord, 
they were to b2 waſhed, Exod. 29. 4. And when they 
came into the Tabernable, or untothe Altar, they were 
always to walh. Exod 30, 17—22?. And therefore the 
Laver was ſet between the Tent of the Congregation, and the 
Altar, that they might wah before they came to the Altar. 
Exqd, 40, 6, 7. 29—32, So Chriſt who is the Laver 
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waſheth thoſe that come to, and believe on him continu- 
ally, even the weakeſt as well is the ſtrongeſt, He forgiv- 
eth their iniGuities even ot the little Childrenalſo , and 
they receive the remiſſion of them through the opening 
of his name, 1 Foh, 2, 12. Ads 10, 43. He ſprinkleth 
their Hearts from an evil Conſcience, and their Conſciences 
from dead works , and their Bodies with pure water, He 
gave himſelt for his Church, that he might ſaniifie and 
cleanſe it with the waſhing of Water !y the Word. Ephel. 
5. 25, 26, Heb. 10, 22. And 3s in our Types of old the 
Prieſts had peculiar Veſtments, whrte Garments prepa-» 
pared for them, and put on, to miniſter in. Exod, 29, 
5, 6, £40. 13,14. So Chriſt clotheth his Prieſts alto 
with more excellent Raiment , He clotheth them with 4 
robe of righteouſneſs, Tia, 61,10, Plal. 132, g. He # made 
of God to them righteouſneſs, 1 Cor, 1,30, Andwith the 
fruits of his righreouſnels, as betore, Epheſ. 4. 23, 24. 
Col, 3, 109—14. And he anointeth chem, not with Ma- 
teral Oyntmentr, as the Prieſts in tormer times were, Exod, 
29. 6, & 30. 23—30, & 40, 9—13—15, But with 
the Spirit, and with ſome uſeful gifts. 2 Cor. 1. 21, And 
ſo they are prepared to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable 
to God by Chrift,as their High-Prieſt and Airar. 1 Pet, 2: 5. 
Rev, I. 5, 6. And the Sacrifices they offer are broken and 
contrite hearts,broken off trom all rejoycing in themſelves, 
or confidence in the fleth, and filed wich abhorrency ot, 
and ſorrow for their fins, 1/2, £6, 1—3. Pſal. 51, 17, 
And Prayers unto God in the n2me of Chriſt, Pſal, 62, 
S. & 50, 14,15, & 141.2, And the Sacrifices of Praiſe coxn- 
tinually;, that is, the fruit ef their lips, confeſring to his name, 
and holding forth the Word of life. Heb. 13.15, Alſo to 
offer up their boares 4 living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable, 
as moved and ſtrengthened by the mercics .f God. Rom. 12.1. 
And to do g01d and communicate, For with all ſuch Sacrifices 
God 
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God is well pleaſed, being offered by Chriſt as the Altar, Heb, 
12,15, 16. 
Or as this counſel is given diredly and expreſly to the 
Angel, that he ſhould buy White raiment; ſo there may 
be reference had to the Raiment the Angels, thoſe glori- 
ous Spirits, were wont to appear in; asit is faid of that 
Angel that rolled back the ſtone from the door of the Se- 
pulchre wherein the body of our Lord was laid, That bis 
Raiment was white as Snow, Mat, 28, 2,3. Mark, 16. 5 
The like alſo is ſaid of the Angels that ſpake to Chriſts 
Diſciples, when he was taken up into Heaven. A#s 1, 
9, 10, And of that which appeared to Cornelivs, As 10, 
3-=-30. Seeallo Rev. 15,6, — 

And it is needfn| that the Angels of the Churches eſ- 
pecially ſhould be arayed with White raiment, and not 
wich works of darkneſs, and in putting on Chriſt as their 
righteouſneſs, and the fruits of righteouſneſs, they have 
thoſe Garments, as is before ſhewn, and are therein in 
ſome meaſure like to Angels, meetly apparalled co carry 
the gl:d tidingsof the Goſpel, and to be Inſtruments of 
of good toothers in word and converſation, Tit. 2, 28, 
Ifa, 52, 7; —11, 1 Tim, 3, 1—7, & 4, 12. Tit. I. 
6—9, 

2, More particularly this Raiment is ſaid to be White, 
to note the purity of ics So thoſe White Garments of the 
Prieſts in former times are ſaid to be holy. Thus is it is 
ſaid, Laron ſha'l put on the holy linen (oat, and he fhall 
haue the linen Brecches upon hu fleſh, and ſhall be girded 
with a linen Girdle, &c, Theſe are the holy Garments. 
Lev. 16, 4—32. Ezck, 44. 16—19, So Clean and 
white, and Pare and YYhbite are put together ; to fignifie, 
that whiteneſs, and c/eanneſs or purity, do meet together 
here, Rev. 19, 8, & 15, 6. Ando this pYVhite Ratment: 
is holy z the Prieſts ia former times were (0 legally and ty 

PICALLY, 


152 Needful (onnſel for 
pically, but this is fo in truth; they were clothed in 
white linen, but Chriſts Angels and Prieſts that miniſter 
unto him are cloathed with righteouſneſs, Holztneſs Le- 
cometh his houſe fer ever, Plal, 93, 5. The righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, or Fehovab our righteouſneſs, is holy , Chriſt is the 
holy one, 1 Joh. 2. 20, Y/itheut ſpot andblemiſh, 1 Pct, 
I. 19. There is no pollution in this righteoutnefs of his 1 
*cis called the righteouſneſs of God without the Law, 
which he 'hath prepared and accepted; and it muſt there» 
fore neceſlarily be pure and ſpotlels. For he ws aGod of 
' purer eyes, then to bebold evil, Hanak, 1. 13, And the 
iruits of this righteouſneſs as produced by Chriſt are holy 
and pure; and though as put on, and worn by us there 
are mixtures cleaving to them, yer Chriſt is daily clean- 
{ing them, and making them acceprable 2nd welpleating 
to God. 1 Pet.,2,5, Heb.13.15, 16. And the believers 
are inſtructed daily to cleanſe themſelves. 2 Cor. 7,1, 
©And when one of the Eldersdemandeth, what are theſe 
© that are arayed in white robes; Himſelf anſwereth, Theſe 
©be they which came out of great tribulation, ard have 
© waſhed their Robes, and made them White in the blood 
© of the Lamb. Rev, 7, 9—13, 14, And indeed this is 
white raiment, the purity and whiteneſs whereof is inward 
as well as outward; itis white throughly, as in white lines, 
itis fincerely pure, and this is compleatly true of the righ- 
teouſneſs of God without the Law, which Chriſt hath 
brought in for us without us, and imputeth to him, that 
believeth in him, and in a meaſure true of the fruits of 
righteouſneſs; thoſe Garments are entirely pure and white, 
and not like thoſe things which are ſo outwardly only, bur 
iaward!y are black and nncomely, yea loathfom and abo- 
minable ſome of them: The Apoſtle calleth Azanias the 
High-prieft, whited Y Pall, he ſat 19julge him according to 
the Law, and appeared righteous,. when as he was indeed 
and 
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and truly inwardly uarighteous, Ads 23, 1,-3, Our Sa- 
viour ſaith of the Scribes and Phariſees, thar they were 
like unto whited Sepalchres , which indeed appear beautiful 
outward, but are within full of dead mens bouts, and of all un- 
cleanneſs ; even (o they alſd appeared righteous unto men, 
but within they were tull of hypocrifie and iniquity. Mat. 
23,25, - 23, But whatever cloathing they had, and how 
white ſoever it appeared © man on the outſide, they had 
not on this YVhite Raiment here commended ; for this is 
throughly and entirely /Yhite ; not likea whited Wall or 
Sepulchre, but white as Snow, Mart, 28. 3, or Wooll, Rev. 
I, 14. —— 

3. This Raiment i white as the light Mat,17.2. Shining 
an4 elifterine, Mark 9, 3. Luke 9, 29, Such as being 
bought by his Angels and Churches, and put on, and 
found in, is powerful to give light to ſuch as have their 
underſtandings darkened ; and to diſcover and Cure their 
errours and miſtakes , and ſo tendeth to the profit and 
benefit of thoſe that are without , to open their eyes, and 
Cure their ignorant thoughts and imaginations concerning 
the diſciples of Chriſt, and che Goſpel profeſſed by them, 
VV hile men ſee them cloathed with, and appear before 
God onely in the righteouſneſs of another , even of Chriſt, 
who was delivered for onr offences , and raiſed aga;n fo: 
ourguſtification;z it preſerveth them from having idolarrous 
eſteems of them, and worſhipping them y for herein they 
may ſee that they are ſinners in themſelves , and men o! 
like p:ſſtons with others , and that they could not work 
righteouſneſs for themſelves ; nor have they any orhcr 
rigkteouſneſs to be cloathed with, and rejoyce betore God 
in , then that which is manifeſted by the taith of Chriſt to 
be for all poor ſinners afwell as themſelyes, 4. 14 15, 
Rows, 3, 22. and hereby men may be convinced that the 
trueand unfeigned beelivers have nothing ia themſelves t1) 
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glory inzbut in their gloryings they glory in theLord, where 
others may glory with them, and bealſoincourage t., 
come unto Chriſt Jeſus for forgiveneſs , and righteouſneſs: 
And while they put on, ard are cloathed withthe ſruits 6: 
1.5 1ighteouſne(s, and ſhew by a good converſation the!: 
works with meeknels of wiſdom z it tendeth to ſtop the 
mouths of ſuch as 1e ready to ſay, that Chriſt is the min: 
ſtcr ol fin, and his Golpel ant Dotine, and miniſtry 0! 
untighteouſnels, and giveth men incouragement to be [1- 
centiousz tor when they {ee that the Grace of God tha: 
bringeth ſalvation to all men is ſo heartily received b: 
ciem, as that thereby they deny ungodlineſs and worlaly 
inſts, and put on bowels of mercy, kinineſs, humblene!s 
of mind, meckne(s, long ſuffering, &c, and walk fo- 
berly,righteouſly,and godly in this preſent world this cut- 
tech off occaſion from them that deſire occaſion, and ma- 
keththem aſhamed that falſly accuſe the Goſpel,and hear- 
ty belivers ; andis a powerful means for the winning them 
120 Cntift, who will not be won by the word: : Whereas 
on the cont1 ary, when thoſe that profeſs tobe Chriſt's dif- 
ciples, receive his grace in vain, and walk cithoneſtiy,they 
«ive occalion.to the adverſaries of the truth to bialpheme 
2 rame of God, and his Doin: : Hence the Apoſtle 
Pau! exhorteth the believers to cq all things, wigh Goa 
in the G#fpel is norking in them, both to d» and to will of 004 
rleaſure, mithout murmuring an! diſputing, that they might 
ic blamele(s and harmleſs the Sor:s of Goa without rebuke, 118 
ihe miſt of a crooked and perverſe nation; among whom ſhine 
97 as lioits, &c,, Philip, 2,13, 14, 15, 16. Totheſame 
purpole the Apoſtle Peter beſercheth the believers, as ſtran- 
gers and pilgrims, to at ſtain from fleſhly luſts that war againſt 
the Soul, and to have their converſation honeſt among the 
Gentiles, that whereas they (peak againſt them as evil ds- 
ers, they may by th: good works which they ſhall behold, 
7lorifie 
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gooſe God in the day of viſitation, 1 Pet. 2,11, 12 Mar, 5- 
bY, 16, —— 
# This Raiment is ſaid tobe white, to fignifie unto us, 
ta it is raiment of praiſe and beauty, of rejoycing and 
eladneſs; it betokeneth and occaſioneth joy and rejoycing, 
:50proſed to that clothing, and thoſe garments werewith 
perlons uſually cover themſelves when they are in heavi- 
nels, sMiRion, and ſadneſs, and when they have cauſe of 
{row and mourning: This appeareth tobe the meaning 
of the expreſhon in Eccleſ, 9,7, 8,9, Gothy way, eatthy 
bread with joy, and drink thy Wine with a mirry heart, for 
Grd hath already accepted thy works ( even thoſe works 
w:ought in God, in Immanzel, Foh, 3, 21) let thy Gar- 
m'n's te always white ( as a token of joy and mirth ) en! 
let thine head want no Oyntment, live joyſully, &c, 
And ſo on the contrary, when men are mourntul, they 
walis in black, as «Mal. 3. 14. What profit « it that we 
have walked menrnwully, Or in black? And indeed this 
12:ment is be2ut.ful and joyous, an. that which may cauſe the 
putter on and wezrer of 1t to rejoyce atailtimes, eſpeci- 
a'ly in that plenteouſns(s of redemption in Chriſt throug!! 
-'s blovd. even the forgiveneſs of fins, and in that eve: 
-ſting richreouſneſs which he hath brought in and com- 
p'eate, and which he giveth to thebuyers Tea, nher 
try are in beavine(s threugh mani'o'd temptations, yet be- 
living whit Chriſt hath Cone, and is become, they re- 
oe Vicl joy unſpeakable.and tull of glory, 1 Pet. 1.6—8. 
Rim, 15. 14. & 14, 17, This the Garment of praiſe tor 
the Spirit of heavine(ſs, which Chriſt is appeinted te ore to 
them that moury in Z10n. 1a, 61.1—3J--:0,T he beautity] 
Girments whichZ:enis cailec upon toput on,and theretore 
to awake,aw2ke,inſte:d of thoſe Cirtv.cuſt! cejected ones, 
wherewith they wer clothed intimes 5! sMiction 5nd (ad- 
neſs;and in tis they :7.ay :ejoyce continually that rigih- 
A 4 t. Unc $ 
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(cuulnels of Chiiſt which (hall never be aboliſhed, but ſhall 
[EMA tor everand ever, and moſt fully ſhall they do fo, 
When tlicy are mide compleatly partakers of it, 1ſa. 52, 
i, 2-7, With Chap, 51,4 —-9. So muchis imported in 
hat Voir and iiciiic rm th, Prieſts be clathcd nithrighte- 
vn [11:( ( Wil!1 wh ic Ya!ment ) 414 thy $47 s ſhout for joy; 
ot ONTY JOY LV a4: /1y,but outwardly alto,expreis aad teſt. 
fic its Pal, 132, 9-18, SO when (inourtypes) the 
LeViics Wele atayc.! wn white linen, thear Bore nai wit) joy- 
Wc (5 39 preve a14!94nk the Lord, (ecaule ve is goo?, for 
bid MICY'SY @ncbut (4) (us C4 WP.2. Chiron, 3. 12,13. Anc 2: ely 
iticy have not ou by !1:t!, and in ufetulne(s this 24ite and 
(Wc 1EIOY CLBL 120 out, that ive uacer C:[COUr29.NS ant 
1901-042 ladich and beavinels, as ii there were 00 for- 
\Vevcts [9 Chrilt to! them 3 nv obe of righteouſneſs pre 
pared LO COver Lhe thame oi their nakevnets, and who 278 
.Jmplaining , a0 juiging, a0 ipeaiio2 bartly of the 
C300 Of Our !! 20CEOU! Hy inltead 0 praifhns Nm. in 
14K\0g NCUULOA 0; ÞS eFrcomr ib Even Of tus cne- 
y _ 

3. YYmte rament igmihet?, {a5 rament Where. 
hole thac overcuine” are clothed, 2ncv Mich God giver: 
'v them os run with Pattence (he rac (t aetore them. 5 : 
AC OL MS GEOIINE em, . 2nd Teft:tmony of [1:5 
well- pleaieuncls with them : So 'e chart nath the [even 
SPliiS> VL GouU laith, He tral avercometh, he ame hail : 
103964 1s '#/4iE YAUEN, Rev. $57 Shs, Ang :t $ att 

 Oiit 10wes Were JIU WHAIC CIV INE 2 NEW (146 were [41h 
07 nc Word 9, Oe, ina 'or 'he Teftimon: wm) thiy ela 
AcCv. 6.9 ls, 1G .Ney 44{0 1v110 Care on. 5f Freat! 10uid 
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with which his vitorious Army thallbe arayed, Chap. 
19. 7, $ —11—14. And this is that White radment this 
Church and Angel is in{truRted to buy 3 And to ſeek gliry, 
lonouw and immortality.ly a patient continuance in well-doing. 
Rom. 2, 9, To them who torlake all tor Chiilts (ake, 
chat they may win him, and follow him 1n the tegenerati- 
on, God now giverh the wvittory through owr Lord Feſns 
Cbriſt, andthe raimens.of vidtorers by faith, 1 Cor. 15. 57. 
1 John. 5. 4, 5, Andwi:ll give it compleatly in Spirit to 
them who are taithtul untothe death 3 and in the firſt re- 
ſucreion they ſhall have it glorioufly in Soul and body 
re-united. On ſuch like accounts this raiment is ſaid to be 
whi:e, and ſuch manner o! inſtructions ate contained in the 
expreſhon, — 

2, Wehavein the next place to inquire into, and con- 
ſider the end why this Angel and Church is counſelled to 
buy this white raiment, which is al'o a Motive and Argu- 
ment uſed to ſtir up to fervency in buyuig, viz. [ that 
theu mayſt be clothed , and that the ſhame of thy niked 
meſs do nit appar] in which end is fipnified unto 
us, — = 

1, That thoſe thar have not this excellent aad 
curable cl:thing hire commended and countelled to, <- 
ven the 71g :coulne!s of God by taith, and the ftuits thue- 
of; thoſe that; irc not with, and (utfer not thelots of all 
tings *Or t:£ EXCEL ency Of t'.c knowledpe of Cliilt, that 
they my Wo 2umgand be fund in tim they lave a thame- 
tu! naxecneſs upun them: Tins is true gencmrally, 2s with 
reipect to 2 mann}, 55 Lify at and while they re- 
mzn :n their n2tul ll eſtite 25,4 Contrr.cn, Golddidindeed 
at firſt make mari; 15 linage, alt (146 (thene'y, and vaie 
him dominion 6:1 the works of his hands, in li lies part 
of 7; Creali:n, Gen. | # 26, 27. Gd mait man, 17. Adam, 
194 all maniind in him upright. Ecclel, 7. 29, He Create 
F018 
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them in riehteouſneſs and holineſs, Epiel, 4.23, 24, Col. 
3. 10, He made hima little lower then the Angels, an4 
Crowned him with glory and honour ; the Glory of God 
was upon him in that righteouſneſs, holineſs, purity, in- 
nocency, and integrity that was upon him, and in thar 
dominion given to him, P'a!, 8.5. Rom, 3,23, 1 Cor, 
11.7, The Law of Go4 was in his heart, and there was 
in him a2n1tvral bent and inclinations lore, and live to the 
Lord his Go with all h;s Heart, Soul, mind and ſtrength,and to 
love '4s netzhbour as himſelf And then \whilethey were in 
honour, and in this uprigit and non0urable contition, 
thoueh they were nated, as with reſpect toany Clothing, or 
covering from without, there was no ſharr.e upon them, 
and they were nota/bamed. Gen. 2,25, But Adm, inli- 
ſtening to the temptation and lye 0' t!12 Serpent, was by 
hm deceived ; firſt in the temale, and then in the male, 
and eating of the {orbidden (rue, anc rherein ſecking out 
many :aventions to better his conditton,and tbe 25 Goc's, 
tro attain to an higher ſtare, and co have alelt-ſ{ufficizncy 
in himielf, fianed againſt God. Ard by . his one mas: (in 
extred ito the World, ani death by ln, aud (0 acat9p ſed 
upon all m:n, in whom all 21ve fined. Rom,s 2:2, Sohe 
brought ſhame upon himſelf, and all his poſterity 5 and 
now he was aſhamed and afraid, Hecaiſe raid. Gen. 3, 
: 0, 11, There is now 12 nakednefs vDon man' inc nitu- 
rally ; they are without, and c<ſtirure of t-:5 oricinal 
:lothing tht was upon them, that rig':reou 1: | 
rightneis, Allbaue finned and come lirort of he s orye? God, 
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of that love to God, and one another : They have loſt 
the Image of God in which they were Created * Rom, 3. 
9, 12, 11, 12, Yea, and they have {inned, and are ſinners; 
and as they come into the World they ate polluted and 
defiled : They are conceived in (in, and ſhapen in intyquity, 
Plal. 51, 5. 1% can bing acleanto;ng ont of an unclean 
vot one Toh. 14 4, & 15.14 & 25.4, And (othey are 
n2turally inclin:d co all that 1s evil : Every imazination 
of the thoug't of mans heart being only evil, and tha' continu- 
al'y, Out of the heart of mar preceea evil though: c, murders, 
ainlterics, blalphemies zs 4/7 evil ce 5 covttou/neſs, price, 
fooliſhneſs ; and theſe things defile the man: Tea, he is very 
abominabie, driniing in intquity like water ; evenasa thirſty 
man d:inketh in water to cool his thirit, and refreſh him, 
ſo man crinketh in iniquity or as a Fiſh continually drink- 
eth in water, Fo/, 15.16, Gen, 6.5. & 8.21, Act, 15, 
19, 209, Mark 7.20—23, And when they come to act, 
they do abominab'e works, (uch as are ſhameful, and of which 
they are aſhamed, when the eyes of their underſtandings are 
opened, and they ſee things in theirright and proper co- 
lours, P/al, 14, 1,2. Rom, 6.21, Afwell as allo there is 
the 2nilt of fin upon them, and they are by nature obnoxi- 
015 to the wrath of God, and lyable cohis judgment, 
Rom, 3.19, Epve', 2.3. Aad thetruits ot fin,in weakane!s, 
ſhame, death, -&c. A ſhimeful nakednels is upon them 
in $541] and boy ; from the Crown of the lead co the (ole 
of the foor, there is nothing upon them bur filthinefs and 
uncleanneſs, finfulne's and witery, And this might hide 
price from us, and take us off from boaſting in our birth 
and parentage, or in any wot & of Ours, Or inany thing 
natural rous, and help us toccaſe trom man , for whereot 
is he t9 be accounted ? for weare all as an unclean thing, 
ſinful ſhameful Creatures, And it may alſo cauſe us to ad- 
mire at the riches of Gods Grace towards us, who prepared 
for 
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for us ſuch excellent raimeat for the covering us, when we 
were in our blood, and fo polluted ai. * defiled, at ſodear 
a rate and coſt, as by the abaſement ot his onely begotten 
Son, who therefore was cut off, that he might obtain 
juſtification and forgivene'sz and bring in everl:ſting 
119SÞteouine!s, -— = 

Yea, and they temain ani continue naked and Cdeſti- 
ture of all that is good, and lye open to the torms ot 
Goa's anzerz 3nc their nakeeneſs is more ſhametul, who, 
afrer means 15 vouc hiated, -and 12h extenced, love Cark- 
ne(Srather then l:gbc, and believe not on the name of the 
only begotten Son 0f God ; cn (ſuch the wrath of God 
abideth, be they never 0 wiſe, rich, anc honeurable in 
this world, and they ial! or. ſee life. Foh. 3.18, 36. 
The Lora, alter he had affo Þ.. means to lead men to re- 
pentance , looked doun from caves upon the children of 
men, to ſeeif there were any that a1d anacr and, and (etk 
Go1: They are a'l gone aſide, thty are togcther {rcome filth) 
{ ſtinking and (hametul} there 15 none that auth good, 29 
yot one. Pl(al. 1g. 2,3, Rom. 3.1,2,9 —11, Their 
\Niquity is grezter then formerly it was, and their ſhame 
more [hamelul, in that there is lewcnefs found with fuch 
.ntheir filthinels; and they retuſe to be waſhed and clean- 
led, when God is purging them, and cauſing the icum 
co{wim alotr. EJek. 24,13. Rom. 2.4,5, Hoſ.11 3—5, 
And this expojeth men to the wrath ot God upon a new 
account, though yet, while it is called co day, Jeius 
Chriſt the 1ighreous is the propittation and covering for ſweb 
the ſhame'wl evils, even for the (ins of the whole worlds; fo 
taking away thefinot che world, that jucgrrent mov aor 
oe ſpeedily executed, bur that he may procure, and ex- 
2iCile turther patience, and extend turther means, f9 oper 
their (ies, and to tmrn thew from aarine(s to loht, and from 
#h: power of Satan unisGed, 1 Toh. 2,2, [oh,:, 29, Ac, 


a 
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Yea thoſe Angels and Churches, who after the taſtes 
of the graciouine(y*/.the Lord depart trom him, havea 
ſhametal nakecneſs upon themg tor in departing from 
him they depart from their raiment, which will only cover 
the ſhameof their nakedne(s, and c!oth them, as atter- 
wards : Hence the Apolile ſeverely reproveth the Ga/a- 
!:aws, and (heweth the greatneſs ot their iniquity, in that 
atter they had known God, or rather were known of God, 
2nd were by him called into the grace of Chriſt torall for- 
eiveneſs and righteouſneſs, That yet they ſhould liſten to 
thoſe witches that came among them, and by them be 
perverted to {eek to be juſtified by the law and to per- 
te by the fleſh what was begua in the ſpirit, Gal, 1.6--8, 
&3,1—4. &4.8. &5.1—8, Thusalſo his Church 
in former times, did thamefully herein, and laid them- 
ſelves naked and open to God's diſpleaſure on this ac- 
count: Hence the Lord by way of complaint thus expo. 
ſtulateth with chem: © O Generation, ſee ye the word 
* of the Lord, have I been a wilderneſs unto Iſrael? A 
*Jand of darkneis > VV herefore ſay my people, we are 
©Lords (wearerich, and increaſed with goods, and have 
need of nothing) © We will come no more unto thee 2 
* Can a Maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire ? 
© Yet my people have forgotten me (who was their cloth- 
ing and ornament } © days without number, Fer. 2,31,32, 
with Iſa. 61,10, Hoſ, 2,27, Fer, 3, 20-25, Thus 
it was with this Angel and Church of Laodicea, who trea» 
cherouſly departed from the Lord, as a Wife trom her 
Husband. aad entertained other lovers befides him ; and 
though te had ſtood ar the door and knockt, yer they 
turned a deat ear to lim: Hereby they became naked, 
deſtitute of their clothing, and liable, and lying open ro 
his wrath, fo as he threatned to ſpue them out of his 


mouth as a ſhameful thing. Rev. 3, 179—20, When 
Y Once 
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once ſuch forſake the Lord, how naked, polluted, and 
ſhametul become they ! © from che ſole of the foot even 
« unto the head there is no ſoundneſs in them, but fin and 
* ſhame, wounds, and bruiſcs, and putrifying ſores; and 
it muſt nceds be ſo when they forſake the Lord the foun- 
rain of living waters, and robe of righteouſne(s, 1/4, 1, 
2-—-4—6, Fer. 13, 25-—27. And all this therefore 
might beoft ulctulneſs ro us, and to God's people gene- 
rally who have wandcred from mountain'to hill, and for- 
gotten theirteſting place, to return to him from whom 
we have revolted, with whom is torgiveneſs of our fins, 
and healing of our backſlidings; and to buy of him this 
White raiment that we may be clothed, and that the ſhame 
of our nakedneis appear not; conſidering alſo (as is fur- 
ther ſtgnified to us in the end here propoſed to move and 
induce us to buy ) That, 

2. We cannoc cloth our ſelves, nor cover the ſhame 
of our nakedne(s with any garments of our own making, 
and preparing : Nor can we be clothed, ſo as the ſhame 
of our nakedneſs appear not, with any other raiment then 
thee which isto be bought of the Amer, the faithful and 
Irue witneſs, &c, 

Our @utward bodily garments will not cover our ſhame 
from the eyes of him with whom we have to do, unto 
whom all things are naked(though they may cover that of 
the outward Man from men) nor from them who have the 
eyes of theirunderſtandings opened in and by the know- 
ledge of Chriſt, but ſil] our vileneſs and f(infulneſs will 
appear, notwithſtanding them : The moſt rich, coſtly, 
and neat aray, yea, all the glory and ſplendour ot the 
World, will not cover our filth and uncomelineſs, our 
fin and miſery; but on the contrary, the ſhame of our 
nakedneſs doth more appear oftentimes through, and by 
means of this outward clothing z and there ic may be = 

| an 
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and read how we glory and pride our (elves in that which 
was the fruit of our fin: And therefore inſobriety in ap- 
parel is ſignified to be ſo far from covering our ſin{ul 
ſhametulneſs, as that it ſelf is ſhameful, and rendreth us 
more ſo: As where the Apoſtle exhorteth the believing 
Women to adorn themſelues in modeſt apparel, with ſhame- 
faſtneſs and ſobriety, not with Lroidered hair, or gold, or 
pearls, or coſtly aray, 1 Tim,2.9, As intimating, that 
inſobriety in this outward clothing is immodeſt and ſhame- 
ſul: Yea, this doth greatly provoke God to wrath, eſpe- 
cially when his judgments are in the earth, and God is 
calling to weeping and to mourning, See how on this 
account God threatneth to deal with the daughters of Zi- 
67 ( Women, it ſeemeth, being through their weakneſs 
moſt infident to this vanity and evil; and moſt frequently 
polluted herewith) Moreover the Lord ſaith, Becauſe the 
daughters of Zion are hanghty, and walk with ftretched forth 
necks, and wanton eyes, walking, and mincing as they go, 
«nd making a tinkling with their feet : Therefore the Lord 
will (mite with 4 ſcab the crown of the head of the daughters 
of Lion, and will make naked ther ſecret parts. Tnthat day 
the Lord will take away the bravery of thtir tinkling orna- 
ments about their feet  andtheir cauls ( or net-works) and 
their round tires like the Moron; the chains, and the bracelets, 
and the mu*flers ; the bonnets , and the ornaments of the lees, 
ard the hra4 Lands , and the tablets, and the ear-rings : the 
rings, and neſe jewils, the chanzeable [ſuits of apparel , 
and theman'l's , and the wimples , and the cy/ſping-pins ,the 
glaſſes, andthe fine linen , and the hoeds , and the wailes : 
And it (hall come to pa{s, that in flead of (we't ſmell, there ſhall 
Le ſtinks, and in ſtead of a cirdle. a rent x and in ſtead of well 
ſet hair, baldneſs, &c. Iſa 3 16 -—-26, And yet though 
this will not cover our f}-ameſul nakedneſs, but is ir ſelf 
ſhameful The believers ſtand in need of being admoniſh- 
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ed of inſobriety in this outward and bodily aray : And 
therefore the Holy Ghoſt hath given ſuch like warnings 
by his ſervants, that they © ſhould not faſhion themſelves 
© according to their former Juſts in their ignorance, 1 Pet, 
1.13, 74, And that the believing women * ſhould have 
© 1 chaſt converſation ; and not adorne themſelves with 
* that outward, of plaiting the hair, or wearing of gold, 
* or putting on of apparel, 8 Pet,3,1—4, Foreven 5<lie. 
vers them(elves as men andSons of Adam,areapt toexceed 
in this outward clothing, and to glory herein, as if this 
would hide their ſhime, and beautify them : And from 
their too high eſteem hereot they areready to © have the 
* faithof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord of glory, with 
© reſpe@ of perſons; to reſpet them who have a gold 
© ring, and goodly apparel ; and mean time to deſpiſe 
© ſuch as have vile raiment on them. Fam, 2.1—6, And 
are therefore admonithed not to ©love the pride of lite, 
in which is included, <prideof Apparel ; and not to be 
*conformed to this world, in the cuſtoms and faſhions 
© thereof ; bur transformed by the renewing of their mind, 
1 Foh,2, 15,16. Rom, 13,1,2. With this outward a- 
ray, and with the glery and ſplendour of this world is 
MYSTERY BABYLON clothed; and would here- 
by infinuate that ſhe is the true Church of Chriſt yz and 
this is its outward ornaments and hereby ſhe deceivech 
many : © This woman is arayed in purple, and ſcarlet co- 
« Jour, and decked with: gold and precious ſtones: And 
with this outwardly glorious woman * the Kings of the 
earth have committed fornication; and the inhabiters 
*of theearth.have been made drunk with the wine of her 
© fornication; for indeed this. is the attire of an Harlot : 
Buc herewith ſhe thinketh to cover the ſhame of her nak- 
edneſs; and her daughter harlots imitate this Mother of 
abominations, But this is not the raiment that his An- 

gels 
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gels and Churches are to be clothed -and covered with z 
that is to be bought of him who is the Wonderful, Coun- 
ſefour, Rev, 17. 1—5. & 18, 3==7=- 9—17, Pſal, 45. 
Ty — 

Nor will our wiſdom, or any excuſes, or coverings 
thereby made, cover the ſhame of our nakedneſs from the 
eyes of him before whom all thingsarenaked, and open- 
ed: We think, many times, this way to hide and con- 
ceal our ſinſulneſs and vilene(s, as «Adam did at firſt : He 
covered his tranſoreſſion ly hiding bu iniquity in bis boſome: 
Job.31.33,So we would hice and cover our ſhame,or ſome 
part of it, by ſhameful coverings; and this many 
ways, —— As, 

Sometimes by keeping ſilence, and not confeſſing our 
” and finfulneſs when reproved, Pſal, 32. 3, 4. Prov. 
28. 13. -—— 

Sometimes men hide their {in and ſhame under their 
rongues, when though they ſay, they have ſinned, and 
are ſinners, becauſe this is generally acknowledged, and 
therefore it is no ſhame ſo to contels ; yet they confeſs 
not their proper iniquity for which God is rebuking them ; 
or they extenuate and excuſe it. Fob, 20, 12,13. 

Sometimes they ſeek to cover one fin with another, 
and add fin to fin, that they may cover their ſhame: As 
ſometimes, men leek to cover their adultery, or unclean- 
neſs with murder, or with ſome other fin. 2 Sam, i 2. 4-- 
8— 13-15, &12,12, Or tohide their rthetr by lying, 
or by (weariag and forſwearing, think:ng this way to clear 
themſelves. Lev. 6,2,3. & 19, 11,12, Prov. 30. 9, 
Yea this way of lying is a general covering men have 
wherewith they think to cover their other evils, not from 
men onely, but from God alſo, to which Satan is temp- 
ting men poweriullyz andin, and walking in which they 


2re very like co Satan; for he uſeth lying in all his inning 
Af 
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ar firſt, and always from the beginning: When he ſpeaketh 
a lye he ſpeaketh of his own, for he is a liar and the father of 
it, Jer,2,23,35, Joh, 8. 44, Andgreat need have we, 
every one of us, to piay with David, remove from me the 
way of linz, and grant me thy law graciouſly Pial, 119, 
29. Sometimes men think to cover their evils by com- 
mitting them in ſecret, and in the dark : The murderer 
in the nicht 45 a Thief: The eye alſo of the Adulterer watt- 
th for the twilight, ſaytno, none eye ſhall ſee mes ani aiſ- 
guiſeth bt face: In the dark they dig through houſes ——— 
they know not the light, for the morning 15 to them even 4s 
the ſhadew of death; if one know them t'cy are inthe ter- 
rours of the ſhadow of death, Job, 24, 1g—17. & 22, 
12—17. I|a,29.15, 16, So thoſe that pe=rſecute and 
murder the 1:nocert many times do it in the cark, or in 
ſecret, preten«.ing that they are enemies to them, not be- 
cauſe they worſhip God, but becauſe they are deceivers, 
and malefaours, Ezek. 9,9, Fob, 18.30. & 19, 12, 
So thoſe that walk in abominable idolatry aR it in the dark 
many times. Eezek, 8. 7—12, And generally thoſe 
groſs luſts and evils are therefore called works of dark- 
neſs, becauſe men commit and ſerve them in the dark. 
Rom. 13. 12,13. 1Theſ. 5,7. And hereby the work- 
ers of iniquity think to hide them(elves, though they are 
greatly miſtaken and deceived : For © there is no darkneſs 
*or ſhacowof death where the workers of iniquity may 
* hide themſelves, 7ob 34.2 1,22. Sometimes men think to 
cover their other evils with hypoctifie z feigning and pre- 
tending themſelves to be worſhippers of God, and reli- 
gious perſons, that they may continne in their fins unſu- 
{[peted.: Mal, 2,13, Matt.23, 14,15. So thole that 
came to intangte our Saviour in his talk, that they might 
deliver him to the power and authority of the governour, 
teigned themſelves juſt men, Luk. 20, 20-23, Andof 
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iſrael generally it is ſaid, every one is an hypocrite, and an 
eul der; they thought to cover their evil doings with 
their hypoctifie, 1/4,9. 17. Sometimes, and too fre- 
quently, men think to hide their ſin and thame, by 
charging God fooliſhly cherewich , Thus Adam ſought to 
hide his iniquity by laying it ſecretly upon God himſelf, 
aSif he were the cauſe of it, Gen, 3,12, And men bely 
the holy one, and think this way tocover their tranſgref- 
ſions, either, --— | 

1. By ſaying he is the author of their fin, and moveth 
them to whit is evil, as too too many do, who ſay, all is 
of God, and therefore there is.no fin; or that God per- 
ſwadeth, and inclineth them to evil: Nay theholy Ghoſt 
{ceth it needſul to give this warning to the believers them- 
ſelves: Let no man [ay when he is tempted, 1 am tempted of 
God, for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither teinpteth 
he any man FJam.1.13, Oh what wickedneſs is in our 
hearts ! Rather chen we will take ſhame to our ſelves, 
and acknowledg our evils, we are naturally ready to con- 
demn him who is mcſt juſt, and to impureevil to him who 
isnot a Go. that hath plezturein wickedne(s; yea, who 
is of purer eyes then to behold evil, Pſal,5.5, 6, Hab. 
r,13- Racherchencry guilty, we would make him who 
is holy, and none is holy as he, like the Devil himſelf, 
who is cailed, and is the tempter, and wicked one em- 
phaticaily, — Or, 

2, Ven wouid excuſe themſelves, and lay the fault 
upon God, by ſaying, God doth not ſeaſonably give 
them g:ace+ and if God would have given them grace, 
they would have done better; like that wicked and floth- 
tul ſervant who ſaid, he was an' auſtere maſter , reaping 
where he had n0t (own, and gathering where he had not ſtr yon, 
Matt. 25. 24-26, So men would wipc their own 
mouthes, and ſecretly fignty, chey could nvt abſtain 
1: OM 
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from ſuch, or ſuchevils, they had no power in themſelves, 
and God withheld from them his gracez Whereas indeed 
the grace of God in due time bringeth ſalvation to all 
men, in the receiving whereof they might be kept from 
their iniquitiesz; See what the holy Ghoſt ſaithto ſuch an 
intimately evil charge, Mica. 2,7. O thou who art named 
the houſe of Jacob, is the ſpirit of the Lord ftraitued? Are 
theſe ( thy evils, and iniquities) his doings ? as intima- 
ting, they a'« none of his doings, becauſe his ſpirit is not 
ſtraitned, but he is graciouſly and (eaſonably calling unto 
them, O do not this abominable thing which I hate! 
And while he calleth he ſtretcheth forth his hand, that 
men might lay hold on his ſtrength, and be preſerved from 
that which cauſerh ſhame, The ſpirit indeed which 
dwelleth in us luſteth co envy,and to all that is evilz but he 
giveth more grace; grace abounding our natural corrup- 
tion, while he calleth to us ; wheretore he ſaith, God re- 
fifteth the proud, that receive nor, or pereceive not to pur- 
poſe, his grace, but giveth grace continually, and more 
abundantly to the bumble, that turn at his reproofs, and 

in the light and ſtrength of his grace, Fam. 4.5, 6, 
Many ſuch like coverings our wiſdom leadeth us to 
make uſe of to ine the ſhame of our nakedneſs withall ; 
in which we do but add fin co fin, and think to hide our 
ſhame with what is ſhameful ; bur alaſs none of theſe will 
avail us; for Hell is naked before him, and deſtruRion 
hath no covering z Hell and deftruQtion are before the 
Lord, how much more then the hearts and ways of the 
childrea of men? Fob 26,6. Prov. 15,11, 704 34. 21. 
& 28, 11, Day, 2,22, Fer, 16,17. And he will here- 
after bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and mill 
make manifeſt the connſels of the heart. 1 Cor. 4. 5. Job 
20, 12,13, Yea, now while it is called today, and tor 
our good, while we make it our work thus to. _ our 
me 
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ſhameand fin, hewill makeic his work to diſcover and re» 
vealit. Pſal, 32, 2—5, 2 Sam,12,12, 

Nor can any cover the thime of their nakedneſs,or waſh 
away their filth by any waſhings, ſanRifyings and purify- 
1a9s of their own:*Bur chough they waſh them withNitre, 
<and take ro them much Sope, yet their iniquity is mar- 
* ked beforethe Lord. Fer, 2. 20—22,1fa,” 6.17. Though 
* they thould waſh themſelves with Snow water,and make 
* themſelves never ſoclean, yet God will plungethem in- 
©co the ditch again; their owa clothes will make them to 
©be abhorred : Their coverings will but mike them more 
(ſhameful, Fob. 9. 30, 31. *He h:th declared that our 
*works, and our righteouine(s ſhall not profit us ; our 
© Webs ſhall not become Garments, nor (hall we be able 
© cocover our ſelves withwwv our own works 1/a, 57, 12, 
& 59.6. © By the deeds of the Law ſhall nofl.ſhbe jufti- 
© fiedin the ſight of God, Rom, 3, 19, 20. This covering 
*will appear too narrow to wrap our ſelvesin, when the 
* Lord ſhall riſe up as in Mount Per-azim, Iſa, 28, 13—15, 
20, 21, Wecannot make our Peace with Gol by any Sa- 
Crifices, or works of our own ; nor eſtabliſh to our ſelves 
ſuch a righteouſneſs as will render us acceptable before 
God: but thoſe that ſought atter righteouſneſs as it were 
by the works of the Law, they attained n#t righteouſneſs x 
they obtained not whzt they ſoughr after. Rems.9.31=— 33. 
& 10, 2, 2. & 11, 7, Hence ſaith che Apoſtle. < We who 
© are Fews by nature, and n2t ſinners of the Gentiles ( not 
© ſonotoriouſly wickeUas riiey ) knowing that a man is not 
© juſtified by the works of the Law, but by the faith of Je- 
© ſus Chriſt, ( the word of faith heartily believed ) even we 
© have believed in Jeſus Ci:iſt that we might be juſtified 
© by the f:ith of Chriſt, and nor by the works of the Law; 
© for by the works of the Law ſhall no fleſhbe juſtified, 
Gal, 2, 15, 16, *If righteouſneſs could have come by the 

Z ©Law, 
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* Law, then Chiiſt diedin vain, Gal. 2,21, Norcanany 
hide their fin and ſhame by any ontward profeſſions and 
pr2Rices, by their being hcaters only of the word of truth, 
and raking a !12ce of hearing, by their prophecyings in 
Chriſts nzme o- caſting our Devils, or dc1ng many won- 
derful x orks 1 ©'s name, or by their eating and drinking 
in his preſence, aud ufing 2nd obtervine his ordinances, 
Thoſe that would cover themſelves with thoſe things will 
appear t9 be » : kers of iniquity,notwithſtanging ſuch like 
clothings G6 th: 'iclvrs, for they cover themlelves with 
a covering,but not ofGo'sSpirit,and ſo evenadd ftn to fin, 
Mat, 7. 22—24 Luke 1;. 24—27, Iſa, 30,1. Oh! that we 
may all ſo conſider the unpt »fitablene(s and inſufhiciency of 
all our own works of righteouſneſs, and of our coverings 
of our ſ{elves,that we may ceaſe from confiding and truſting 
m them, and may ſeek the Lord, and in him ſeek righ- 
teouſneſs, in whom God hath prepared it for us , and fot 
all : And this leadeth us tothe next thing, viz, 

3. This white raiment, that is to be bought of this gra- 
cious and faithtul Covnſellor, is that whertewith we may 
be clothed, ſo as the ſhame of onr nakedneſs may not ap- 
pear; We cannct cloth our ſelves, nor cover the ſhame 
of our own nakedneſs, as is before ſaid : But there is excel- 
lent raiment prepared for all men by him, who gave him- 
ſelf an Offering, and a Sacrifice for a (weet ſmelling Sa- 
vour to: God, And ſo much might be typically figni- 
fied by Gods covering and clothing our firſt parents when 
chey had ſinned, and thought to have hid their ſhame with 
tig-leaves; like whereto are all our coverings, and hidings 
of our ſhameful nakedneſs. Ger, 3, 7, The Lord God, 
after he, in denouncing the curſe on the Serpent, had 
promiſed, That the feed of the woman ſhould break the head 
of the Serpent: And after 4d:m in cloſing therewith, and 
belief thereof, called his wives name Ewvab, clothed the 

mas 
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man and the woman nith Coats of Skins ; probably withthe 
- Skins of the beaſts that were offered by faith in Sacrifice, 
co type out, and point forth, that our clothing and cover- 
ing muſt be prepared and made by the Lamb of God, 
which he prepared himlelt for a Burnt- Offering, and by 
his Sacrifice whois ſacrificed tor us, and thereby indeed is 
nhice raiment prepared for us, and for all, as is betore ſhewn, 
Gen, 3,15—21,22. 

Now then in this inſtruion contained in the end paae 
propoſed to move us to buy this Write raiment, viF, 
[ that thou mayſt be clothed, and that the ſhame of thy 
wakedneſs do mit appear ] is further ſignified unto 
US, =— 

1, That this raiment is proper and ſafficient to cover 
the ſhame of our nakedneſs ſoas it appearnot z namely, 
the righteouſneſs which Chriſt hath brought in, and com- 
pleated through his perſonal abaſement and (ſufferings, 
who in the virtue thereof is raiſed again; and which he 
himſelf is become, andir doth cover theirſhame that have 
it, and put it on, even from the face of the Lord, wiz. 
there is contained herein theforgiveneſs of our fins, and 
blotting them out, fo as they ſhallno longer be remem- 
bred, or retained in Heaven, and giving unto, and ma- 
king them partakers of fo;giveneſs by faith, that believe 
on Chriſt, for this is the bleſledneſs the believers on his 
name do receive, * To Chriſt give all the Prophets wit- 
© neſs, as the ſum andend of their Teſtimony,that through 
© his name whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall receive the 
* forgiveneſs of their fins, eAFs.10, 43. Andby him all 
© that believe are juſtified from all things from which they 
* could not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes, As 13. 39. 
© If we (in belief of his gooeneſs, andot the truth of his 
Teſtimony 1n reproving, and diſcovering our vileneſs and 
© finfulneſs) confeſs our fins, he isfaithtul and juſt co for- 
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* pive us our (ins, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt kis Son 
© cleanſeth us from all unrighteouſne(s, 1 Foh, 4, 7—g. 
And this torgivenels of fins, as it is an impnting righte- 
ouſneſs without works, ſo it is expreſled by covering (ing 
even as David deſciibeth the bleſlecneſs of the man to 
whom the © Lord imputeth righteouſneſs without works, 
*(1ying, Bleſſed are they whole iniquities are forgiven, 
* and whoſe fins are covered, Rom.4.6, 7, 8. with Pſal. 
22, 1, 2—5, Tothe ſame purpoſe alſo the Plalmiſt ſpeak. 
eth, when he acknowledgeth to the praiſe of Gods Grace, 
and as a ground gf incouragement to delire his further 
mercy, * Thou haſt torgivea the iniquity of thy people, 
© thou haſt covered all their ſins. P/al. 25. 2, And indeed 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which he hath broughtin and 
is become, is tothis end a compleat clothing and covering 
for all our ſhame; inaſmuch as there is contained therein 
both an acquittance and juſtification from the guilt of our 
firſt ſin and finfulneſs; aſwell as alſo plenteous redemption, 
even the forgiveneſs of mens following and perſonal fins, 
in which they fin after the likeneſs and {imilitude of Adams 
rcranſgreflionz yea, and in him there is perfeR innocency, 
integrity, immortality, and eternal life z which the be- 
liever is now receiving by faith, and in ſomt firſt-fruits of 
the Spirits but the adoption, the redemption of the body, 
and the Harveſt of the Spirit, is to be waited for till the 
Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven z but even now; 
thoſe that with the heart believe in him ; © They are made 
©by faith the righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt : Chriſt is 
© made of God to them righteouſneſs ; their fins are for- 
© oiven them for his name ſake ; he Joveth them and waſh- 
*eth them therefrom in his own Blood z and they are made 
*accepted inthe beloved : And he in the body of his fleſh 
© through death doth and will preſent them holy, un- 
*blameable and unrebukeable in his ſight, they continuing 

in 
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ej the faith grounded and ſetled, and not being moved 
© from the hope of the Goſpel, Col, r. 22, 23. Ohinfinite 
Grace of God in Chriſt to ſinners ! Oh blefled and ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs! How might this move his Angels 
and Churches to buy this White raiment, this bleſſed co- 
veiing here commended to us, and ſet before us, 1/a, 
61, 10, 

And the fruits of this righteouſneſs believed, do cover 
the ſhame of our nakednets from men: Hence that, Be- 
ho'd, I come as «Thief, trſſed is he that watcheth and keep- 
eth his Garments, leſt he walk naked, and they ſee bus ſhame. 
Rey, 16. 15, — 

2, This White raiment is that alſo wherewich we may 
be clothed that is to ſay, covered from the Rain, and 
Storm of Gods wrath, and from theevil of all adverfities 
and afflitions, This is one uſe of raiment, astocover 
our nakedneſs, ſo alſo to bea covering from the Storms, 
and Cold that otherwiſe would annoy ard hurt us, ſo it is 
here; Jeſus Chriſt, who of God is made to the believers 
righteouſneſs, and who is become White raiment, doth 
hide and ſecure them from the evil of all judgments,wrath, 
and afflitions, &s, So when the Pſalmiſt had been ſay. 
ing. Thos hoſt covered all the fins of thy people; he addeth. 
Thos haſt taken away all thy wrath, Pal, 85.2, 3. Riches 
profit not in a day of wrath, but righteouſneſs delivereth from 
death, The righteouſneſs of the apright ſhall deliver them; 
but the wicked fhall fall by his own wickeaneſs: Prov, 10, 2, 
& 11, 4—6—8, The Branch of the Lord, and the fruit of 
the Earth, is a place of refuge, and a Covert from Storm, 
and from Rain.11a. 4, 2-5. This man is an hiding place from 
the wind, and a Covert from the Stsrm.,4 ſhadow from the heat, 
when the blaſt of the terrible ones 1s 4s aStorm againſt theWall; 
and ſhall appear gloriouſly ſo to be when he ſhall reign in 


yghteonſneſs, 1s, 25, l==4, & 32, 1,3, Being juſipd 
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by Faith, we have, by faith, Peace with God through our Lord 
Feſus (Chriſt, even deliverance trom his wrath, and from 
the fears and terrours thereof, Rom, 5, 2, & 15, 13. Oh 
bleſſed priviledge ! the wrath of God abideth not on him, 
who with the heart believerh unto righteouſne(s, fo as to 
harm or hurt him; but this hte raiment covereth, 2nd 
clotheth him, ſo that when Gods judgments are poured 
forth, and they occafton trembling to the outward man : 
Yet he can by Faith and in Spirit re:oyce in the Lord, and joy 
in the God of his Salvation, Habak, 3,16 -- 18, And what- 
ever fatherly chaſtiſements God be ordering to ſuch an 
one, yet it is in love and faithfulnels, and to a gracious 
end, even for his profit, that he may be made more a par- 
taker of his holine('s, Heb. 12. 6—11, And ſuch alſs fhall 
dwell ſafely, and ſhall te quiet from the fear of all evil. Prov, 
I. 33, Pal. 94, Soas when in the World they have tri- 
bularion, yer in Chriſt, who hath overcomethe World, 
they thall have peace, Foh. 16, 33, Philip. 4.7. On this 
account Salvation and Righteouſneſs may be ſo often put 
together ; as Pſal, 98, 2. 1/a. 45, 8. & 46,13, &51, 
$\—$,8 56, 1,.& 62. 1, ec. Yea.and Salvation andrigh- 
reoufneſs are'pur one for ano ther;as whereas in 2 Chroy, 6, 
41. tr is thus vored and defired. Let thy Prieſts be clothed with 
Sabvation;itis thus rendred, ?[al, 13 2. 8,9. Letthy Prieſtsbe 
clnthed with righteouſneſs. And again,in an{wertorharPrayer 
and deſire itis faid, Proill cloth ber Prieſts with Salwatton, 
Ver.-16, Hay,on this account Rivhcer nels andSalva- 
tion'may heto oft pat together, and one put for another, 
to ſignife, \that-chis Raiment will (ave and'fecore us," as 
from ow:fins, fo from all-ftorms, cempeſts, rain, judg- 
Ments\ «aMiRions 3.4, - Þ-rtieaw ,* from "the! evil'of 
het nds, -and-horeabeen fally awd gloriou(ly from them 
mili, | Chow the wicked G4 ho rain ſnares; fireand brim- 
fant; and an hormible trmpeſt;this #he-poriion of thely Cap 
; but 
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but it ſhall not be the portion of them that ate clothed 
with this Raiment-of righteouſneſs z For the righteons Lord 
lowveth jghteouſneſs, Plal, 11. 6, 7, This is armony on the 
righs kand. and 6n the left, to Cetend thern trom evil char 
put it on. 2 Cer. 6. 7. And fuch are inſtructed and 
ſirengthened not to fear the reproch of men, nor be afraid 
of their revilings 3 bec:uſe they ſhall periſh, © But this 
* righteov[nets ſh3]l be tut ever, and this Salvarion from 
* generation to generation ; And the work of this righte- 
* ouſeſs 11 all bs peace,and the effect of righreou:nefs, qui- 
*etneſs and :Nurancetor ever. 1ſe, +1. 6.7, 8. & 32 17, 
Yea, and this #hite raiment is no; only proper and effe- 
Qual to ſave and ſecure trom Storms and Cold, but alſo 
to warm aud make vor lukewarm ones, to make them fer- 
vent in $purit, in ſecking and (erving the Lord, and rocauſe 
them, torgetting the things that are behind, and reaching 
forth to the things that are before *© to preſs towaxd the 
© mark for the prize of the high calling of Godin Jeſus 
© Chriſt, Philip, 3. 6 —9.14, 15: 

3. With this White raimentalſo his Angels andChurches 
my be clothed, that is to ſay, Adorhed : So: Garments 
are uſed amongſt men for Ornament ; and it isfully true 
of this white raiment, it is an excellent Ornament and ie 
doth greatly adorn and beautity thoſe that pur it on z thoſe 
Garments are wonderfully beautiful in themſelves , and 

2ive an Ornament of Grace to' the head of thoſe thar 
buy them, Prov, 1,9, & 4. 9. Iſa, 52, 1,Thisis that which 
doth beautify themin the eyes of God, ſo as they are ac- 
cepted of him, and delighted in by him, So the Church 
acknowledgeth, © ſhat the Lord Gad had covered: her 
& with tighteouſne(sa$a Brideg:oom de:iteth himſelf with 
« Or-nameuts, and as 2 Brice adorneth her (elf with her 
« Jewels. fa. 61. 19. As intimating, this is an excellent 


Ornament and Jews), So the Prophet ſaith ; * The Lord 
* himſelt 
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© bimſel{ ſhall be to them that come to Chriſt as thereſt 
© and foundation, a Diadem of beauty, and as a ceniely 
© Ornament, and adorning attire, 7/a,.28. 5 — 1416, 
- Fer, 2, 31,32. This is that which makerh his Church all 
glorious within, P/a!. 45, 13. This inward aJorning is in 
the ſight of God of great price. 1 Pet. 3, 3, Yea, thisis a 
Kingly and Prieſtly Ornament, and therefore it is called 
2 Roe; *tis a Garment for beauty and Glory : Hence it is 
faid, © The Lord God hath covered me with a Robe of 
© righteouſneſs, as2 Bridegroom decketh himlel! as a Prieſt 
« with Ornaments, 1/a, 61, 10, & 4.2. Exed, 18, 2-—4, 
2 King, 22. 10—30., Rev. 7, 9 —13, 14. Chriſt hath 
waſhed them from their fins in his own Blood, and hath 
made them Kingsand Prieſts unto their God, and as ſuch 
he is clothing them, and they by faith are putting og this 
beautiful and glorious Raiment, Rev. I. 6, &5,10, 1Pet, 
2, 4 g—9, EL. 

And the fruits of this righteouſneſs render them come- 
ly among men, fo as being clothed, and filled therewith, 
they have a good report of all men,as it is ſaid of Demetrius, 

Fohy, 12, Though yer they hate them,and hereby thoſe 
that ſpeak evil of them as of evil doers, ſhall be occaſioned 
to glorifie God in the day of vifita'ion.1 Pet. 2,9-11,12,— 

And hereafter they (hall be gloriouſly arayed herewith, 
25 with aRobe,and asKings (ha)l reign wichChriſt onearthZ 
they ſhall then inherit the Earth, and delight them- 
ſelves in the abundance of peacz, * then (hall God 
© bring forth their Righteouſneſs, their white raiment, 
©as the light, and their judgment as the nocn day. 
Rev. 5. 10, & 20, 4—6. Pſal, 37, 6—11—22 
m—9-34. Iiſa, 33, 1, Such like inſtruRtions are 
contained in this end here propoſed, to move and 
ingage us to buy this white raiment here commended to 
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We 
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We ſhould now come to ſpeak to the third thing here 
counſelled unto, to wit, To an0int our eyes with eye- ; ns 
but to this in due time, God affiſting — This which hath 
been ſaid ſhall ſuffice for this firſt inſtruRtionz And we now 
come to ſpeak to the ſecond Viz, 

2, That Chriſt Jeſus, and this preparation in him, may 
be had, and partaken of, by thoſe that are miſerable, and 
wretched, and poor, andblind, and naked, and know ir 
not, while it iscalled roday; This is imported to us in 
this counſel, in that he ſaith, nho 4s the Amen, the faith- 
ful and true witneſs, 1 Connſel thee, &c, And this will 
I appear if we diligently mind and conſider theſe 
things, -— 

's That the ground and cauſe of all, was for every fin- 


fal ſoul of mankind. | 
2, The preparation is made ready in Chriſt, the laſt 


Adam, tor all. 
3. This is diſcovered toall, and eſpecially where the 
Scriptures are vouchſafed in due time; and they are in- 


vited, 
4. It may be had freely, without any worth or wor- 


thineſs. 

1, The ground and cauſe of all this proviſion in Chriſt 
was for all men, for every ſinful ſoul of mankind , That 
is to ſay, Ch:iſt was made of a Woman made under the 
Law, for the good of all; and to the end he might be- 
come 2 fountain for all, according to their needs and ca- 
pacities, Gal. 4. 4, 5. with Rows, 3.19. He came into 
the World, and was abaſed therein, and further, that 
he might become the Saviour of the world. fob, 3.17. 
&4. 42, 1F0b,4.14. And this was not whiſpered, 
or ſpoken in ſecret, or in the ear, by our Saviour z but 
publickly ſpoken, and loudly proclaimed by him, that 


we might know he was not aſhamed of reporting this good - 
Aa news, 
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news; Jeſus cried, and ſaid, -—— If any man hear my 
words, and lelieve net, 1 judge him not ( in this day of 
erace and patience) for I came not to judge the world but to 
{ave the werid. Joh, 12, 44—47. It ws in love, in 
infinite pity and compaſſion tothe world of mankind, and 
ſo to thoſe that are wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked, that God gave his only begotten 
Son; And therefore it is thus expreſſed by his Son, and 
that diſciple whom Jeſus loved; God ſo loved the Porld, 
{o infinitely, in expreſſibly, yea incenceivably merciful, 
and kind was he, that he gave his only begotten Son, Joh,z, 
16, 1 Joh, 4. 8—-1:=—14, Asto ſay, 


1, Jeſus Chriſt cook upon him the nature of all men 
and was, as the Son of Abrahams and David, and ſo the 
witneſs and evidence of the truth and mercy of God to 
them, in whom God hath ſhewed himſelf to be a God 
keeping covenant and mercy. Luk, 1,54, 55—68— 75, 
AfFs 13,32, 33. So alſo the Son of Adam, Luk, 3, 
23—38, Yea, the Second man, who was foreordained of 
God, and interpoſed himſelf for the good of mankind, 
while there was none in a perſonal being but one, even 
the Firſt man, in whoſe loynsall were, and who was the 
repreſentative of all mankind, andſo in his room became 
the Pablick man, for the good, recovery, and bringing 
back of mankind to God, which had departed from himin 
the Firſt man, and ſo were juſtly baniſhed trom him in the 
righteous ſentence of his Law. 1 Cor, 15,47, Yea, He 
the Second man is the laſt 4dam, of whom the firſt was the 
figure, or type, 1 Cor,15.45. Rom. 5.14. And the 
truth falleth not ſhort of the type in thoſe things moſt 
materially intended thereby, but rather exceedeth it, as 
the Apolile giveth us tounderſtand, Rom, 5.15, 16, Heb. 
$.13,14, And hence when Chriſt was aQually born, the 

Angel 
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Angel faith, Behold 1 bring you good tidings of oreat j 
ry. ſhall be to all people ; to —_ (men, Sees, 
from, and oppoſed to us Angels. Heb, 2, 16.) i born this 
day a Samiour, which i Chriſt the Lora': And the multi: ude 
of the heavenly hoſt confirm, and ſet their ſeal to the truth 
hereof, praiſing God, axd ſaying ; glory be to God inthe high- 
eſt, on carth peace, goodwill ( not evil will ) towards men. 
Luk, 2,10—14, Hencealſoheis (o ftiequently called , 
the Son of Man, yea, only (o called when one perſon is 
ſpoken of ( indeed when ſpoken to, Ezekiel, and Daniel 
are (o called ; but he is never (o called when ſpoken to, 
but always when ſpoken off, or ſpeaking of himſelf. ) 1 
ſay, He is fo often called the Son of Man, even of that 
kind or ſpecies of creatures z becauſe he partook of the 

atureot man, and undertook their cauſe, and was the 
Heir of man's miſery, tothe end he might become theit 
Saviour: And by means of the King's making a marriage 
for his only begotten Son, in which our nature was mar- 
ried to the Divine nature in the perſon of the word the 
Son of God, all things are ready and prepared for all 
mankind : Wh:ch doth clearly intimate to us, that he 
came !nto the world in a publick capacity and condition, 
for the good, and behoof of all men, Matt,22,1—4—8, 
Lnk, 14, 16—23. Iſa. 25,6. 

2, And being madeof a woman, he was titerein, anc 
by the will of God, made under the Law ; and had the 
euilt of our old fins, the wages whereof was the firſt 
death, imputed to him, and laid uponhim : When God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, he did nor 
impute their treſpaſſes ro them 5 But he made him , who 
knew 20 fin, tobe ſin for ws who knew it, and were guilty of 
it; and thatto a gracious end, that we ſinners might be 
wade the righteouſneſs of God in him. 2 Cor, 5, 14, 15— 


19—21, Heisthe Lambot God, who had imputed to 
Aa 2 him, 
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him, and did bear in his own body to and on the tree, the 
fin of the World; even the guiltof the diſobedience of 
our firſt Father, in whom we all finned , and of all the 
neceſſary branches tl ereof z God cauſed them all ro meer 
on him, that he might put away, and abolith them by the 
ſacrifice of himſelf. Foh, 1, 29. with Rom. 5, 12— 
14, 1 Pet, 2, 24. Iſa, 53. 6, Heb,9.26, - Dan. 9, 
2 &, ——_— 

3. And God went to law with him for them, and exe- 
cured thejudgment of the world upon him. Foh, 12,31. 
He was wounded for our tranſyre[sions, braiſed for onr iniqui- 
ties, Iſa.53.5. God ſpared him not, but delivered him, 
and brought him into the duſt of death for our offences ; 
and he by the grace of God taſted death for every one ot 
thatnature,in which he was for a little while made inferiour 
to the Angels,even for every man without difference, Heb, 
2,9, Andgave himſelf aranſom, and price of redempiion 
10 God for all men. 1 Tim, 2. 4—6, Wethus judge, faith 
the Apoſtle, That if one died for all, then were all drad;, and 
be died for all, even for all that mere dead, 2 Cor, 5. 14, 
15, And ſuch is the excellency and preciouſneſs of his 
perſonal abaſemenct and ſufferings, ſuſtained by him in that 
body, which the father prepared for him, wherein he ham- 
bled himſelf, and b:came obedient to death, even the death 
of the crojs, that he isin the virtue thereof raiſed again 
from the dead ; and hath given himſelf an offering, aud a 
ſacrifice fer a ſweet [milling favour toGod : All which doth 
demor:ftrate, and is a fundamental evidence, that this 
prepa;ation in Chriſt may be had by ſuch as are wretched, 
and miſerable, and blind ones: For if Chriſt, who was 
delivered for our offences, and died for our fins, be not 
raiſed againz we are yet neceſſarily in our fins; and 
PINE, faith, and hope are in vain, and to no pur- 
POLC,. wee 


2, Through 
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2. Through and by means of his death, in the virtue 
whereof he is taken from priſon and from judgment, there 
1$in Chriſt a pertet and compleat proviſion tor mankind : 
There is in him, and he is become unſearchable riches; 
And he hath compleated, and brought in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, accorcing to that motive and argument 
laid down, and (ct before men, andthe ſons of man, to 
move them to hear, and receive wiſdom's inſtruction, 
Prov. 8.18, withwerſ 4—10, Rev. 5. 12," Truly there 
is a rich preparation and treaſury of all ſpiritual bleſſings 
prepared and treaſured up in Cliiſt for every ſinful creature 
of mankind without difference , or reſpe& of perſons, 
Iſa. 25,6. Luk, 14.12 —21. Col, 1,28, Matt, 11, 27, 
28. There is in himunſearchable riches for all; and this 
was preached and proclaimed among the Gentiles, Ephel, 3, 
8. 9. And in him there is forgiveneſs of fins, even of 
rebellious fins tor all rtatneed it, while tis called to dayy 
And this our Saviour commanded 5 Apoſtles to preach 
in his name unto all nations; yea, to begin at Ferwſalem, 
which was a bloody city, cven the ſlaughter houſe of the 
Prophets, which killed the Prophets, and floned thers that 
were (ent un'othemz, accorcing to what the Martyr Stephen 
faich : Which of 1he Prophets have rot jour fathers perſecu- 
ted? And they have ſlain them which ſhewes before of the 
coming of the juſt one, of nhom ye have beea now the betray- 
ers and murtherers, Ezek, 22. 2—4, & 24, 6—9, with 
chap, 7.23. Af, 7,52, Yettorſuch as thele there is for- 
giveneſs of ſins in Chriſt, and through this man to be 
preached unro them. Matt. 23.37. Ad. 1. 8. AndGod 
hath cauſed righteouſneſs to ſpring mp before all nations. 1a. 
61,11, He hath provided and made ready this #hi'e r44- 

went, even the wedding garment for ally and it is con- 
tained in that proviſion prepared, in which all things are 
ready: And therefore when the King demanded of the: 
per- 
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perſon who was without it, friend, how cameſt thou in hi- 
ther not having a wedding garment > The man was ſpeech- 
leſs, he ha! nothing to fav by way ot excuſe for himſelf s 
which he might have a4, and needed not to have been 
ſpeeckleſs, it there had been none prepared for him : But 
the invitation was, all things ate reacy and fo righte- 
ouſnels, this whice raiment which we are counſelled to 
buy, Matt, 22. 4—i1—14, $0 it is ſaid, the ers, 
who were zealous of the law, andeſtavliſheda righteoul- 
els to themſclves according thereto, attained not right- 
eouſneſs, becauſe they ſubmitted not, or humbled not 
themſelves to accept of God's righteouſneſs , which is 
now manifeſted by the {aith of Chriſt ro be for and unto 
all without difference, even prepaic.. tor them in Chriſt 
Jeſus, Rom, 3,20 —22, and 10,2, 3, with Fam. 4. 6. 
7. YeaChriſt is become a rich treaſury and fountain, a 
bleſſed objet, in whom there is prep. red forgivenels, 
healing , all riches, and clothing tor tioie Angels and 
Churches of his that after taſtes of his graciouine;s have 
wandred from him, and lightly eiteemed him, and fol- 
lowed after other lovers, whoſe evil, and iniquity herein 
is more highly difpleaſing and provoking to him, then 
the iniquity of others, that havenor known God, or ra- 
ther been known, an owned of in, 45 :hey have been; 
And as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in: the wildern-[s, ſo muſt 
the ſonof mas, be lifted up, (aith our Saviour, Foh, 3, 14, 
The Serpent of Braſs was comman:{ed to be lifted up, and 
was ſet up by God's appointment for-the healing of ſuch 
as were (ſtung by the fiery ierpents ; becauſe their ſoul 
lothed that Manna, wit at firſt they admired at, and 
wasſo welcome to thein, and the ſweetneſs and goodnels 
whereof they had o'tentimes proved and taſted, Numb, 
21, 5—9, with Exod. 16, 15—31, Evenſo muſt the 
ſon of man be lifted up in preaching, as one in whom 
there 
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there is durable riches and righteouſneſs, forgiveneſs of 
their fins, and healing of their diſeaſes, and a covering 
for their ſhameful nakedne(s, who have lightly eſteemed 
the rock of their ſalvation; and of the rock that begar 
them have been uamindul, and forgetful, after they 
have met with joy and peace in believing, To ſuch may 
be applied what Eljpha; ſaithtoFob: If ye return ( from 
your wandrings and revo]tings) to the Almighty, ye ſhall 
be built xp —=1ea, the Almigity ſhall be your gold, and ye 
ſhall have ſilver of ſtrength for then ſhall ye have your delight 
inthe Almighty. Job22, 23-—26. And though ſuch have 
dealt very treacherouſly, and done very ſhameſully in for- 
ſaking their reſting pl2ce, yet theres forgiveneſs of their 
ſins, and a robe to cover the ſhame of their nakedneſs 
with him, Hof. 2.5. & 14. I— 4. I/a,1.10—15—17. 
And he is therefore exerciſing longſuffering, and rebuk- 
ing and chaſtering, and hedging up their ways with 
thorns, that they might not overtake their lovers, but 
might be awakened to conſicer their ways, and turn from 
their evils unto him their former Husband, that he may 
forgive them, which he will not do, while they abide, 
and go on in crooked paths, in which whoſo walketh ſhall 
know ne peace. Hoſ. 2, 5- 7, Jer, 36.3. Ifa. 59. 8. 
Nay, though ſuch have ſpoken, and doneevil things as 
they could, and have been inſatiable, committing adul- 
tery with many lovers and have long continued therein, 
even forgotten their glory and ornament days without 
number ; yet ſtill, while called to day, thereis forgiveneſs 
and healing wich him tor ſuch, and on their returning to 
him in the encouragement? »f his grace, he will take away 
all iniquity, and receive them graciouſly, Fer, 3.1—5 
—15, With chap, 2, 32. Becauſe he is an infinite foun- 
tain of living waters, and ready to pardon, Fer. 2.13, 
Neh. 9.17. Nay, though for their Adulterics and neigh- 
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ings he hath put them away, yet ſtill there is mercy with 
him for ſuch as theſe z and Chriſt Jeſus hath power to re- 
deem, and deliver them from their fins, and from the 
wrath thereby procured, Iſa. 50, 1,2—4. Oh! What 
incouragement is this for us all, not to continue in ſin be- 
cauſe grace hath abounded, Pſal. 130. g. But toreturn 
to him againſt whom we have {inned, and from whom we 
have revolted, that he may waſh us, heal our back(ſlid- 
ings, inrich, cover, cloth, and- adorn us with himſelf, 
and that inriching treaſure, and comely garment which is 
with him for us. 

3. This-excelent proviſion in Chriſt may be had by 
men; becauſe he 1s diicovering it toall in due time, and 
inviting and ſtrengthening them to come and partake of 
ir, Chriſt isa Teſtimony, and doth reſtifie to all in due 
feaſon what he hath done for them, andis become, and 
hath obtained into himſelf, according to the means vouch- 
ſafed ; he glorifier!: himſelf by his Spirit rothem, that 
chey might ſeek the Lord, the Lord himſelf to be their 
Gold and Raiment, their riches and righteouſneſs ; he 
maketh proclamation that there is with him by means of 
his death, waters, wine and milk,bread,good. tarne(s,21l that 
men need, and which may render them t:uly happy, and 
is calling them, that they might run unts him becauſe of the 
Lord his God, and for the holy one of Tiracl, nho hath g orifi- 
ed him, Ia.55.1—5,6,7. Heth: mighty God, the 1 ord, 
w calling from the riſing of the Sun to the going 4own there f, 
even the ſimple ones tat love their ſemplicity. anaſcorners that 
delight in {corn:ng,and fools that hate k nowledge,and all tha la- 
tour and are heavy laden, that tire themſelves witi th ir Idols, 
and ſeek reſt where it is not to be found, to tarn athis reproof's, 
and come wnto him.P(al, 50. 1, Prov. 1. 20—23, 24, & 8, 
1—11, Mat, 11, 27, 28, And greater means and ad- 
vantage for hearing and knowing his voice he affordeth us, 
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that have theScriptures in theRecords of them vouchſafed 

to, and continued amongft us; and more plainly he call- 

eth and inviteth us, and more powerfully ſtretcheth forth 

his hand to us, and uſeth moſt forcible Motives and Ar- 

guments to us, that he might perſwade and prevail with 

us to come to himſclt, this full and bleſſed Treaſury, Rom. 

2,1,2, Pſal, 19,7, & 147,19, 20, He that gaveinſtru- 

cionto men, that when they make a feaſt they ſhould call 
and invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, 
hath himſelf gone before them herein, and ſet them an 
example, that they ſhould follow his ſteps. As he hath 
prepared a rich proviſion, and'fatisfying'feaſt for all peo- 
plez So in due time he calleth them alſo, and inviteth 
them to it, even (uchas are poor, and maimed, and halt, 
and blind. Luke 14, 12—21, Yea, and he calleth to 
tis Angels and Churches, toremember from whence they 

are fallen, and to do their firſt worksagain, toreturn to 
him from whom they have wandered and departed z with 
intimations that in ſo doing he'will ſtill continue them as 
his Churches, and will blot out their tranſgreſſions, and 
forgive them, and cover their ſhameful nakedneſs, Rew. 
2. 5—16, & 3, 3. Heproclaimeth his goodneſs, and rea- 
dineſs topardon, to ſuch as have backſlidden from him as 
a backſliding Heifer, and inviteth them therefore toreturn 
ro him, Fer,3.12,13-14—22, & 4.1, As he preventeth 
men at firſt with the diſcovery of his goodneſs; and.mani- 
feſteth himſelf tro them that asked notafrer him. 7/a,65.7, 
So alſo when men,after tkey have been brought nigh unto 
him, andintiched by him, have played the prodigal, and 
run away from, and forſaken him yer he ſtill remembreth 
for them his mercy, *and remembreth the kindneſs ob their 
*youth, and love of their eſpouſals, and ſeeketh out his 
« flock when they are ſcattered, and have ſcattered their 
* ways to ſtrangers. He is = a gracious Shepherd, = 
B *ne 
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* he ſecketh that which was loſt, &c. Fer. 2, 2-— 4. 
Ezek. 34, 13—16, He is graciouſly calling unto, andin- 
viting, and alluring ſuch to return unto him inreturn- 
ing unto whom, he will give himſelt unto them, and with 
himſelfall things, He who is the God of mercy doth pre- 
vent them, and remember them ti]] when they have for- 
gotten him, and proclaimeth his goocneſs ro them, and 
therewith inviteth them to return, He is the Lord, he 
changeth not, therefore the Sons of Facob ate not con- 
ſamed z but though they have gone away from his Ordi- 
nances, and have not kept them yet he faith, Returs 
unto me, and1l mill return antoyou, &c Fer, 31. 18—20, 
Ezth. 18, 30— 32, Mal,3. 6.7, And this ſheweth un- 
ro us, the infinite graciouſneſs of Chriſt Jeſus, and of the 
father in him and his loathneſs that men ſhould ſtili con- 
rinue in their wandrings from him. L«k 15, 1—11, 
Andit is therefore powerful to purge out of us thoſe evil 
and unbelieving thoughts thatare inus: We are apt and 
ready to ſay, when we have ſinned, tlere no hope, be will 
be no more gracious to w, ſer. 2.25. The conſideration 
hereof, that he callerh us, might purge them our, and 
help us to be of good cou:age, and come unto him, ſee- 
ing he inviteth us to partake of his fullneſs; Even as when 
they ſaid to the blind man, be of good comfort, riſe, he, 
the Saviour, -calleth thee, he preicncly caſting away his 
garments, roſe, and came to Jeſus: Soalſo it might pre- 
vail with us, that ſeeing this gracious one callethus, and 
ſtandeth at the door and knocketh, to open, and come 
unto him, and part withall for the excellency of him, 
That we may win him, aud be made partakers of him, Mark, 
10. 49, 50, Jer. 3. 22,23, 24, 1 Sam, 12. 20, 

4. This proviſion in Chriſt may be had and enjoyed by 
us, becauſe we may have it freely, without any real worth, 
or worthineſs; and otherwiſe we could not have it, Alaſs 
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theſe to whom this moſt gracious counſellor here ſpeak- 
eth, were wretched, and miſerable, an! poor, and na- 
ked; they had nothing to give, or part with that mighr 
inthe leaſt be compared unto, or valued with, this Gold 
tried inthe fire, and white raiment, and yet they are coun- 
ſelled tobuyz and itis intimated in the counſel that ſuch 
may ave it; and therefore it is ſuppoſed and ſignified, 
that they may have it freely : This proviſicn was freely 
prepared, as with reſpe&t to us, all was cf grace, and not 
of, or from any merit of outs; we had deleived nothing 
of good from the hand of God z nay, we had deſerved 
to have been utterly expelled from the favour, and merci- 
ful preſence of God. 2 Sam, 14.14. We nwere deadat 
Law, condemned to dye; and dex in {ins 3nd treſpoſles, 
filthy and polluted ones, and altogether unableto help our 
ſelves, 45 water ſpilt upon the ground that cannot be gathered 
wp a84in, 2 Cor.y, 14, Butthe God ot all grace, with- 
out any goodneſs of ours to move him thereto, and con- 
trary to our deſervings, ſo loved us, as to give his Son by 
his grace, his free love, to taſt death for every man, Heb, 
2.9. Andin him, who is raiſed again from the dead for our 
juſtification, all that have ſinntd and come ſhort of the glory 
of God, are juſtified freely by his grate through that reders- 
ption in Chrift Jeſw, They are redeemed without money, Ila, 
52, 3. Rom, 3, 23, 24. Andin Chriſt, before we know 
it, there is freely prepared the forgiveneſs of our perſonal 
fins, in which we fin after the likeneſs of Adaw's tran(- 
greſſion, The free gi/t & of many offences unts juſtifica- 
tion, Rom.5.15, 16, And aftull fountain of grace and 
truth; yea, there God hat|: ticely given to us all things. 
F:h. 1.14—16. 1 Cor,2,12, Pſal 68.10. And pro- 
clamation is made, and invitation given to men. of this 
preparation freely ; and men are invited tocome that have 
no money nor price, no goodneſs nor worthineſs of their 

Bb 3 own; 
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owns yea, he that is a Thirſt, and whoſoeuer will, may came, 
and rake of the water of life freely, 1a,55.1, Rev. 22,18, 
&21,6, Our Lord Feſws, in ihe laſt day, the great day of 
the feaſt of Tabernasles, ſtood aid cried (even with a loud 
voice, that all might hear) 1f any man thirſt (whether our 
of neceſſity, or from a former taſt of his gractouſneſs ) 
let him come #nio me and d1igk : There was that in him 
prepared for any Thirſter, that might cool his thirſt, re- 
freſh and comfort him And it might be freely had by any 
Thirſterz by ſuch an one as had no gracious frames, or 
qualifications. Foeh. 7,37, And to thoſe that receive 
Chriſt Jeſus, be giveth with him all things freely. Rom.8, 32, 
Yea, he isready to forgive, and accept, and Joveſreely, 
{\uchas he hath been provoked with tor their treacherous 
departing from him, upon their returning again to him 
from whom they have revolted, As he faith, I will heal 
their backſlidings, 1 will love them freely, Hol. 14, 1-—4, 
He frankly forgiveth them whoſe ſins are many. Luk. 7, 42-- 
48. And this doth evidence, that ths proviion may 
be had and jsa great conſolation to the poor, not only 
to ſuch as are naturally ſo, but to ſuch as ate (0 1n a ſpiri- 
tual conſideration, to ſuch as have no goodnels, greeneſs, 
graces, who have nothing in themſelves to inconrage 
_ them yet ſuch are invited, and may paitake of this in- 

riching , ſatisfying, covering, and adorning preparation 
propoſed to, and fet before them 5 and may therefore in- 
courage ſuch co come to the waters, How many are there 
that are ſo poting upon their own unworthinels, and-no- 
thingneſs, as that thereby they diſcourage and hinder 
themſelves, and at Jaſt conclude thcre.is no hope tor them > 
This confideration might incouragethem, and cauſe them 
to1ift np the-hands that hang down, and to come to this 
fountain of the grace of God, ?oh, 4, 10, 
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And this Inſtruction, as thus demonſtrated , -to-wit» 
That Chriſt, and this proviſion In him, may be had by ſuch as 
are wretched, and miſerable, and poor, &c, Yea, by any 
ſinful worthleſs creature of mankind, while God is exer- 
cifing longſuffering, and vouchſating means, and ſtri- 
ving with, and calling to them, may be of ulefulneſs to 
US, = 

1. 1o take usoff from liſtening unto, or ente:taining 
thoſe falſe witneſſes of God in Chriſt, who ſhut up the 
kingdom of Heavenagainſt-menz and even in their Do- 
Qrines ſay, Chriſt died not for all men, nor by the grace 
of God taſted death for every man, but only for\the few- 
eſt of mankind ; and ſo by neceſſary conſequence, there 
is nothing prepared in Chriſt for the greateſt part of man- 
kind, No gold, no forgivene(s, no righteouſnels, gc, 
VW hen or Saviour inveigheth againſt the Scrzbes and Pha- 
riſees, the firſt woe he denounceth upon them, in the 
hearing of the multitudes and his diſciples, was, becauſe 
they ſhar up the kingdom of Heaven againſt men ; which 
was indeed their great evil, and cauſe of the following 
evils for which theyare ſo ſharply, and ſeverely rebuked. 
Matt. 23. 1-13, Andatanother time, whenthere were 
gathered together an innumerable company of people, 
inſomuch that they trode one upon another ; He (aid firſt 
of all to his diſciples in their hearing 3 Beware of the leaven 
of the Phariſees, their evil doftrine, which us hypocriſee, 
Luk, 12, 1, 2 Pet. 2,1, Oh! Let us alſo beware of 
ſuch doctrines as deny the grace of God in Chriſt coman« 
kind, as declared in the Scriptures z and hold we faſt 
thoſe wholeſome words, the words. of our Lord Jefus 
Chriſt, andthe dofrine which is according: to.godlineſs. 
As well 2salſo it may-take us off from others, who thaugh 
they plainly deny not that Chriſt died forall, and is raifed 
again z or thatany man may in coming to him be — 
y 
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by him z yet they confeſs not this, they ſpeak ic not our, 
nor make it the ſubje& matter of what they ſay, ſo to ex- 
alr Chriſt that men might run to him, bur preſs men firſt | 
to do (uch and ſuch dutics, and then dire them to Chriſt, 
when they are thus and thus qualified, like thoſe teach- 
ers to whom God ſaid, Thus & the reſt wherewith yow may 
cauſetheweary toreſt ( even Chiſt as witneſſed in the law, 
and by the Prophets) and 1445 # the refreſhing ; but they 
would not hear; but the word of the Lord was unto them 
pre"ept upon precept, &c. And hereby they cauſed 
God's people to go aſtray, and to forget their reſting 
place: Iſa. 28, 12, 13—16, fcr,50,6, Inſtead of di- 
recting men toChriſt, anc calling, and moving them to 
come to this fountain, they preſs men to eſtabliil: a right» 
eouſne(s to themſelves, and to be juſtified by the Law, 
or to perfect by the fleſh what was begun by the ſpirit ; 
like thoſe evil workers who came amongit the Galatians, 
chap. 3. 1—4. & 5. 1—4. 1Foh.q.3. | 
2, Seeing this proviſion may be had, and had freely, 
by ſuch; itſhewerh unto us the great and admirable grace 
of Chriſt, and of the Father in him, and that he is not 
willing that any man ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance and be ſaved, a Pet. 3. 9,15, What 
could have been done more for us, to aſſure us of his cor- 
dial affeQion to us, and hearty defire of our good ? as 1/4, 
5.4, Herein he hath manifeſted, That he # love, and mani- 
feſted his love tous, which was ſecret comparatively be- 
tore z Becauſe he ſent his only begotten Son into the World, 
that we might live threugh him, 1 Joh,4,8,9,10, And 
Ha:h in him provided all things for us ; #t hath pleaſed the 
Father that in him ſhould all fu!neſs dwell , andin him is all 
compleatneſsfor us, Col. 1.19, & 2,3,9, 10, And call- 
«th and beſeecheth ns to be reconciled, and to receive his 
grace to purpoſe, an1 offereth it freely to us, 2 Cor. 5. 
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19—21, 6,1, Yea, and heſpreadeth, and ftrerch- 
eth out his hand all the day long to rebellious ones, and 
draweth them with cords of a man, with the bands of 
love. What greater aſſurance can he give of his cordial 
love, and good will to us, and that he would have all 
men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the 
Truth 2 O that (uch Grace may not bedeſpiſed, or abuſed 
by us. Iſa, 65. 2, 3. Rom. 10: 28, Hof 11, 3,4, 1 Tim. 
2, 4—6, 7. Rom, 2. 4, —— 

3. It may incourage us all to receive this Councel, and 
buy of him this inriching Go/4, and White raiment, to 
come to him in whom is all fulne(s, in whom dwellethall 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, O ! lerus not ſay, 
we are {ach unworthy ones, and have (0 evilly and ſhame- 
fully requited him, that he will be no more gracious to ns; 
He kncowerth us better then we know our ſelves; © He is 
© oreater then our hearts, and knowcth all things, And 
ſee'ng he inviteth us, letus not delay, or make excuſes, 
' or ſo give way to our diſcouragements as to ſay,, The caſe 
is deſperate ; but let us return to him from whom we have 
departed by our iniquities : He knew theſe to whom he 
givith this gracious counſel, who knew not themſelves ; 
and knew them to be piteous miſerable ones; and. yet he 
oiveth this good counſel to them. Here he ſaith, 7 know 
thy works, and yet, Iconnſel thee to buy of me, &c, Asalſo 
hetelleth his people in former t.mess 7 knew thou art ob- 
ftinate, and thy neck an Iron fintw, and thy brow brafs 5 —- 
T knew thou wouldft deal very treacherouſly, and waſt cal 'ed 4 
granſere{] our from the womb, and yet how gracious was he 
ro them, and ſtill calleth upon them z hearken unto me, O 
Facob. Ia. 438, 1—4—8- 12, He is not unacquainted 
with, or ignorant of our great unworthineſs, and mani- 
fold provocations of him, but he knoweth all our ways, 


and ations ; yea, Our ſecret fins which have beenaRed in 
the 
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thedark, and with greateſt ſecrecy ; and yet hecalleth us, 
and ſtretcheth forth his hand ro us. Lerit be (o conſider- 
ed by us that we may not ſo mind our wretchedneſs as to 
continue at a diſtance from him ; but receive we his coun- 
ſel, and be wiſe, and not refuſe it, How well did our Sa- 
viour take it, and how greatly pleaſed was he with che 
Woman of (anaan who ſtill believed and hoped in his 
mercy, and was not diſcouraged though he intimately call» 
ed her dog, and ſeemed to give her a repulſe'? She ac- 
knowledged het ſelf to be as bad as ſhe was called z but 
ſhe did not therefore conelude there was no mercy for her ; 
no, but confidered what there was for ſuch an one as was 
as bad as ſhe was called, Matt. 15, 22 —28, The con- 
fideration of his graciouſneſs might make us willing alſo 
eo come, ſuch as we are, and to'let go all things for this 
rich: and bleſſed commodity, for that is needtul to our 
partaking of it; And this leadeth' us to the next InſtruQi- 
ON, —— 72, —— 

3, That to the end the wretched and miſerable, &c. 
May have and partake of this preparation and proviſion, 
needful it is to buy its To buy this gold, aud white raiment ; 
it may be had by us, as is in part ſhewn in the former in- 
ſtruction bur that it may be received and injoyed by us, 
itisthus to be had y it is be bought by us : therefore the 
Amen ſaith} I counſel! thee 10 buy of me &c, —— here 
conſider we, 

T, What is this buying here counſelled unto ? 

2, Why itis called'and compared to bnying * 

3. She that it is needful to buy z and that in the pre- 
ſent time and opportunity z and then make ſome uſe, 

x, What is this baying here called for, and counſelled 

unto ? 

- The buying this excellent proviſton, It is a getting it into 

our poſſeſſion , an %aving , or obcaining it : hence whereas 
in 
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in one place the Holy Ghoſt faith, get Wiſdom, and with- 
all thy gettings get wnderſtanding. In another place, He 
ſaith, buy wiſdom and underſtanding, Compare Prov, 4. 
5 —7, with chap, 23.23, It is an having a property 
andright in, and title to it as ones own , a gaining or poſ- 
ſeffing it. Phil. 3. 8,9, Truly God hath given us man- 
kind eternal life, and this life is in his Son, as in a foun- 
tain and treaſury : and ſoas included therein he hath giv- 
en us gold, white raiment, durable riches and righteou(- 
neſs: And ſo it isevery man's own by Chriſt's purchaſe, 
and God's gift in him. The true riches, inthat reſpe&, 
are more ours, then the Mammen of unrighteouſneſs is, 
Luk, 16.10, 11, but yet no man hath this life, or thoſe 
riches, but he that receiveth, hath, and is poſleſſed of 
Chriſt, in whom is this proviſion ; - and with whom God 
Frm and 1n receiving whom men receive all things by 
aith, and in ſome firſt-fruits of the ſpirir, 1 Foh, 5, 10-- 
12. Rom $,32, 1Cor,1,30, Andthoeſe that by obſery- 
inz tying vanities forſake him, they forſake their own mercy, 
Jonah 2,8. it is indeed their own mercy, but they have it 
not ; but by this means deprive themſelves of ic : Bur 
the buying is an obtaining, having, and receiving 
theſe excellent things here propoſed to, and ſer before 
us, 

2. Why is this getting, receiving, and having this 
Go'd and white raiment called and compared to /uying here, 
and elſewhere ? To that we may anſwer— 1, Negatively, 
2, Aftrmatively, —— 

1, Negatively, Not as if we had any thing of real, or 
equivalent worth, or value, to part with and give for this 
excellent proviſion here invited to, Thus men uſually buy 
commodities in this world, by paiting with money, or 
ſome other thing for them, which is, or is looked upon 
ro be in ſome meaſure worthy that they buy, and ger a 
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property inz but (o it is not called buy/ng here, And 
this will in ſome meaſure appear it we conſider theſe 
things, - —-- 

I. Thethings here commended to us are the principal, 
and moſt excellent things, and no other thing is to be 
compared rothem this proviſion here invited to is above 
all, above all the things we may, or can defirez and much 
more above thoſe we are poſſefled of. T har which is ſaid 
of Wiſdom may be ſaid of this alſo; it & more precious 
then Rubies, and all the things we can dtfire ave not to be com- 
pared herenith : Man knoweth not the price thereof, neither ts 
it found in the land of the living. — It cannot be gotten for 
Gold, neither ſhall Silwer te weighed for the price thereof ;, it 
cannot be valutd with the Gold of Ophir, with the prectows 
Onyx, or the Saphire, &c, Prov,3.13--15. &8, 10, 
I1, & 16, 16, 40h, 3. 31, Fam. 3,17. lItis eventhe 
Lord himſelf, and what is treaſured up in him, axd all 
nations are before him as nothing, and th-y are counted to him 
leſs then nothing, and wanity : To nhom then ſhall we liken 
him? or what likeneſs (hal! we compare unto him? Ifa, 40, 
15—18—25, $46. 5,6, Theworld and all the things 
thereof; and all we injoy, and 1re pſleſled of, are not 
to be compared to this uaſearchab!v -ichh treaſure which we 
are here counſelled to bvy. Cant 8.7. — 

2. Andit alſo appenech chat ty /#172g 1$ not meant 
parting with any thing'1s a valuable conſtderation, if we 
conlider what maaner ot perſons they are that are counlel- 
led to buy ; to wit, ſuch as had no worth or worthineſs 
in them, ſuchas were indigent worchlels creatures ; ſuch 
as were wretched, and miſerable, an poor, and blind, 
and naked; and theretore ſach as.could give nothing in 
exchange tor this excellent commodity , that might 
in the leaſt be valuable therewith, or comparable 
thereto; And elſewhere ſuch are invited to boy 
thar 


that have no money nor price. 1/4, 55, 1,2, Luke 14, 
21, 
3, And it further appeareth that chis is not meant by 
buying, becauſe it is highly provoking to God to think 
that we can purchaſe the gilt of God with any thing we 
have as a valuable conſideration : This was the great and 
hainous iniquity of Simon Magws, to think that the gift 
of God might be purchaſed with money: And therefore 
Petey (aid unto him, Thin haſt neither part noy lot in this 
matter, for thy heart ts not rig's in the ſfieht of God, AQ, 8. 
I8—23, 

2, Butthis is called, and compared to buying, 

1. Becauſe we muſt part with ſomewhat that we may 
be made partakers of Chriſt; As in in buying any com- 
modity a man muſt part with one thing for another, fo 
here, We muſt part with what we have, even all thae 
we have of our own. We muſt be like the wiſe Merchant, 
who when he had found one Pearl of great price, he went 
and ſold all that he had, and bought it, Matt.13-44—46, 
So muſt we do, we :nuft part with and forſake all we have, 
that we may have this Gold, and white raiment ; Asto ſay, 
We muſt a: tirſt and always let go our Pride, and high 
thoughts and conceits of our ſelves, and of our being in 
a good condirion already, and without Chriſt : This was 
the great and fundamental evil found with theſe, as is 
before noted ; they ſaid they were rich , and increaſed 
with goods, and had need of nothing z and hereby they 
grew remiſs and lukewarm; and therefore unleſs this evil 
and high conceir 6f themſelves were abſtained from, and 
parted with by them, how could chey with fervency ſeek 
the Lord? Hence this faithtul and gracious counſellour 
inſtruteth and admoniſheth chem, Yerſ. 19. Be zealows 
and repent ; and the latrer is needtal to the former z And 
ſoit isas it he ſhould ſay, that you may with earnoſtne(s 
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and intention of ſpirit ſeek to know and be made par- 
cakers of Chriſt, 2nd thoſe durable riches in him z need- 
ful it is that you repent, change your minds, let go your 
proud and lotty thoughts and conceirs of your ſelves, and 
of the goodneſs ot your preſent condition, that you may 
ſeek the Lord, the Lord himſelf, and that (ubſtantial pre» 
paration in hims Forſake your unrighteous thoughts, 
without which you cannot return to the Lord, with whom 
is plenteous redemption, 1/a, 5*, I—6, 7. W aſh your 
hearts from wickedneſs, how long thall vain th ghes 
lodge within you 2 Fer. 4+ 14, This hauz hry concert. f 
the goocnels of their preſen: condition, was chat which 
hindered the leaders of the peoyle in ormnet times trom 
coming toC Friſt as thereſt. and :e!reth ng zndcieting 
others thereto, becauſe they thov. }.c che evil (huuld not 
overtake nor prevent them ; They haa wade 4 covenant mb 
Death, and nith Hell were they at are-ment, they were 
not afraid of death or hell ; they were 1n an happy eſt te 
already, Iſa, 28, 12—15, and this hindred the F ws 
from entertaining Chriſt and his Goſpel ; they thought 
they were whole already, and that eternal life appcr rained 
to themz they had it in the Scriptures aſiured to rh-mz 
and they knew 2'!2lready, and took ic haino..ſly that they 
ſhould be reproved, or taulted for any thing, or that the 
gooune's of their condition ſhould be ſuſpeRed z hence 
they came not to Chriſt that they might have light, life, 
and righteouinels, Matt, 9, 10-—12, Foh,5. 39, 40. 
& 9.49, 41. Luke 11, 45, God doth ia due time give 
grace to us, thit we might have our high thoughts of our 
ſelves lubdued, 2nd that we might hate th:m, Oh! char 
it may be received by us to ſuch end and purpoſe, Fam. 
4+ 5,627, 2Co0r,10. 4, 5, -—— 

Soalſo we mult ler go, and forſake our double mind- 
ednels, and ha}ting between two opinions, This Rage 
an- 
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and Chorch were ſomewhat polluted herewith, they were 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hots they were not ſo 
cold, as to leave off all profeſſed waiting upon Chriſt, and 
uſe and obſet vance of his ordinances ; nor fo hot, as to be 
chaſtly and fingly for him, to be for him, and for him 
only ; which is a very ſad and nauſeous diſtemper, and ve- 
ry loachlome and p: ovoking to Chr ſt Jcius: and there- 
fore neec(ſu! it i« that we cleanſe our telves in the light 
and lir:nzt; of God sg ace here-ftrom. And indeed this 
is the ccnſequent of pride and high conceits of our (elves, 
an: of the goodneis of our concitions, and of our at- 
cainments and ;njoyments, as hath been foreſhewngz and 
as al[) :ppe3reth in Fam. 4. 5, 6— 8. RR of God 
that bringech (alvation to all men, cometh firſt to ſaveus 
from our price and high thoughts of our {elves z and then, 
an tc ewith, initruct.on is given to cleanſe the heart 
from cou »/e-m'noewne;rs, This double-mindednels as it 
is very hu:-ti; . n.: dangercns,, fo allo it is very trequent 
and ordinal y aMmOon: ft mns protefſours, who have a great 
form of gocline $ upon ther, They have ſome appear- 
ance ot love for the grace cf God in Chriſt to man-ward ; 
and they v1i]l come to hear the Coſpel in 3nd amongſt the 
Societies of God's people, and feem 10 takedelight there- 
in: And yet alſothey have love :o, and an heart for thoſe 
differing and contrary docrines which deny the grace of 
Go:' to mankind, or conteſs it not, ſpeak it not out open- 
ly, and all are honeſt and godly men with them, both 
thoſe that declare and contend for the faithot the com- 
mon ſalvation ; and thoſe that deny, and contend againſt 
it; they tavea ſoul, anda foul, two ſoulsz cne inclined 
towatd them that preach the Goſpel of © Hiſt ; and ano- 
ther towards thoſe that bring another doctrine, and preacl 
another G -{pel ; though theſe dorines are as tarr differ- 


ent from one another as Heaven and Earth, as ſome that 
are 
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are enemies to the grace of God in Chriſt to every man; 
have ſaid, and acknowledged ; yet theſe can love both, 
and commend both, and receive good from both, as they 
pretend, Their heart s divided, now ſhall they be found 
faulty, Hoſ. ro, 2, Yea, this1s that they call charity, ro 
havea goad opinion and eſteem ol all that makea fair face 
in the fleſh; chough many of them preach another Je- 
ſus, or Spirit, or Goſpe), beſides him whom the Apofties 
have preached, or that the believers have received and ac- 
cepted, when as indeed it is not charity: For charity re- 
joyceth not in iniquity, but rejoyceth in the truth; bur 
It is the fruit of their inſtability, and want of fervear love 
to Chriſt and his Goſpel, which, were it in them, would 
cauſe them not ro indure evil do&rines, nor thoſe that 
bring them. Rev. 2. 2—6. Theſe perſons are like the 
waves of the ſes, driven with the winds, and rofled, and 
unſtable in all their ways and wa!kings; ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledg of the truth, 
Let not ſuch perſons think they (hal! receive any thing of 
the Lord ; though he giveth liberally to all men, and up- 
braideth not for tormer, or preſent unwotthine(s, yer this 
will deprive the ſoul of good, and hinder tuch mainet of 
men from receiving what God is giving 'i-eraily unto 
them, Fam, 1.6—3, O that we may all c+ ine cur 
hearts herefrom in that fountain prepar'd ano open=c in 
and through the blood of Chriſt ! Chriſt being aic;nded 
up on high, hath in theſe laſt days eſpecially riven ſuch 
excelent gitts to men, that thereby we mig'.t know 
which are ſound and wholeſom words, and which are evil 
and pernicious, that we might abhor the evil, and cjeave 
to the good with full purpoſe of heart; and might not 
henceforth © be Children tofled to and fro, and cartied a- 
* bout with every wind of dotrine, by the fleight of men, 
*and cunning craftineſs whereby they lye in wait to de- 
*celives 


Luke-warm Chriſtians. 199 


ceive z that our hearts might nor be ſo ſimple as tobe be- 
ouiled and deceived by the good words and fair ſpeeches 
of them that cauſe diviſions and offences contrary to the 
Apoſtles doArine, but might be eſtabliſhed with grace, 
and receive and abide in the doctrine of Chriſt, in which 
1ihoſoever abideth he hath both the Father and the Sox. 
And that if any man (how appearingly holy, or learned 
ſoever he be) bring not 1his doffrine ( whatever doftrine 
Elſe he bring, if this be not the ſum of his meſſage ) we 
ſhould not receive him into our houſe (give no entertainment 
to him as a bringer of another dorine ) mor bid him, God 
ſpeed ( (ay not, the bleſſing of the Lord be upon you, 

the Lord proſper you ) for he that biddeth ſuch an one God 
ſpeed, is partaker of his evil deeds : H: is a ſharer with him 

inall the miſ-hif he doth to others, Be not therefore carrt- 

ed about with arvers and ſtranzr doctrines; for it is a good 
thing the hear: be eſt... | ſhed with grace Epliel. 4 8—11— 
14, Rom 6,17 18, Heb. 13,7,8,9. 2 Joh, g, 10, 
11, 1 Joh, 2. 24 — 26, Gal, 1, 6-—g, 2 Cor, 11, 
Tt — 3,4: 

The wiſlom of this w+11 alſo, out own and others, muſt 
be cealed trom, and parted with, otherwiſe this will per= 
vert us, and tiinder us from coming unto, and toliowing 
atrer Jeſus Cluiſt. 1/4. 47.10, 1 Coy. 3. 19, 40: Hence 
that initrution and admonition ; Traſt in the Lord with all 
thire heart, avd lean not to thine own underſtanding z be nat 
wiſ-in th «e own eyes, fear the Lord and depart from evil ; 
As intimating to ur, that ogr own wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding will hinder ns from truſting in him heartily, and 
fearing and worſhipping him, Prov, 3, 5= 7. The preach- 
ing of Chriſt and him crucified, the commending and pro- 
claiming the Excellency, and excellent ends and vertues 
of his perſonal abaſemeat and ſufferings, and of what he 
hath done and obtained into himſelf, and is become, This 

15 
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is a ſapleſs unſavoury thing to our wiſdom, and to them 
That ſeek it, and follow after itz and our wiſdom cauſeth 
ſuch to depart from, or wander out of the way of under- 
ſtanding, Hence whereas the Apoſtle in one verſe faith, 
The preaching of the Croſs is to thems that periſh fooliſhneſs ; 
he ſaith ig 2nocher 5 The preaching of Chriſt crucified is to 
the Greeks, who jeek after wiſdom ark, tO ſignify to 
os, That chole chat ſeek after the wiſdom of this world 
they are (uch as periſh as their fin, go aſtray from the 
right way; and while eh*y are ſo doing, the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and che preaching chereot is a fooliſh thing to 
them ; thcy perceive no form or comelineſs, no beauty 
or exceliency, no defirableneſs in his ſufferings, or in him 
who by means thereof is Hecome the habitation of the 
fulneſs ot the Godhead b-»;!, , 2nd in our nature, Com- 
pare. 1 Cor, 1 17,18. wi'i verſ 22.23, Col, 2,9,10s 
Itis an unſavow v thing to uur wiwom to bedireRted al- 
ways unto Chri{t, and t» come ugto him continually as 
the on]y foundation of fai:h, reaſon ot hope, fountain of 
light and teaching, anſwer of the conſcience row.rs 
God, matter ot teeding, robe ot righteoume:s: Our 
wiſdom leadeth us rather to do ſome! ar chat we may 
have our life in, and acceptation by, and depen.'21ce vp- 
on: And therefore that we may be wiſe in e©..cm theft :th 
of the Son of Man which was given tor te ..te of the 
world, and drinking his blood, in the diſc zv*:ies, con- 
ſolations, operations, teachings, requirinzs, and admo- 
nitions thereof, needjal it is for w to become fools, an to 
ceaſe ſroms 0wr own wiſdom, that we may thus be m 1 wiſe, 
1 Cor. 3.18 with Prov, 9. 4—6 12, Mutt. 11, 25 — 
28, Rom, 1.29 —22z, or our wiſdom will lead us to have 
our fear toward God taught by the precepts of men ; or 
to have our faiti ſtanding in their wiſdom, 7/a. 29, 13, 14- 
I Cor, 2, I—\, This is a great Idol in the World, and 
O00 
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too much ſet up in the Temple of God, to the polluting 
and cefiling itz and that which God is ſtaining the pride 
of, and famiſhing now, ingloritying and exalring Chriſt 
Jeſus as the Wiſdom of God, and that which he will make 
lean, and wholly famith in due ſeaſon: Oh! that it may 
now be ſo confidered by us, that we may ceaſe there-from, 
and ſo flee from idolatry, 1 Cor, 1. 19—39, 31, & 3.17, 
18, Zeph, 2.11, Prov, 23, 4, —— 

We muſt allo ceaſe from, and ſell our own righteouſ- 
neſs, thatof our own working in our own wiſdom and 
ſtrength, even®ll confidence in, and dependance upon 
that tor life andacceptationg otherwiſe this will hinder us 
from heartily imbracing, and putting on this White rai- 
ment here commended to us: Poſſibly Us might cauſe 
Laodicea to be ſo Lukewarm, and ſo much to ſhut the door 
againſt Chriſt, and deny, or refuſe entertainment to him, 
though he had ſtood at the door, and ſtill did knock, 
=. and however certain it is, that not only our 
righteouſneſs and our works ſhall nor profit us. Iſa, 57, 
12, But it is hurtful alſo, and hindereth from coming un- 
to Chriſt, being conficed in; it filleth men ſo with pride 
and boaſting, Rom. 3.27, as that it leadeth men, not only 
to deſpiſe and undervaiue others, and to ſay to them, 
ſtand by thy ſelf, come not near unto me, for I ambholier then 
thow, Luk, 18. 9— 11, Ifa. 65.5. but alſoto rejeR, or 
not to accept of God's righteouſneſs, which is prepared 
in ChriK for all, and manifeſted ſo to be in the doQtrine of 
Chriſt, Rom. 3, 20—22, So much the Apoſtle giveth us 
to underſtand when he ſaith ; the Jews, who had a Fea! of 
God, yet ſeeking to eſtabliſh « righteouſneſs to themſelves, they 
ſubmitted 0t( humbled not them[clves)to the righteouſneſs of 
God. Rom. 9. 30—33, &10, 2, 3, with Fam, 4.6, 7. 
& 1 Pet. 5. 5, 6, This was that which was an impediment 
to the Phariſees, and hindered them from coming to 

Chiiſts 
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Chriſt; they thought and conceited themſelves to be 
whole, and then they needed nit a Phyſician. Mark 2. 17, 
they had a righteouſneſs, and appeared righteous before 
men, and knowing themſelves her-by, they were letted 
from coming to Chriſt ; Yea, te Pull:rans and Harlots 
entred into the Kingdom f Heaven before them: Nay, they 
were the greateſt enemies, and molt fierce oppoiers of 
Chriſt, and his Go'p*l, of any perions whatſoever; and 
ſhut up the Kingdom of G::d againſt ot ers, nether en- 
tring in themſclves, nor (uffcring others that were entring, 
to enter, Matt,5. 20, & 21-33, 34. &@z, 27, 28, with 
verſ.13. What a great enemy was Sas!, who had his liſe 
in his own works of righteouſneſs, to Chriſt ar:d his Go- 
ſpel? He verily thought he ought to do many things con. 
frary to the name of Feſws, and was exceedingly mad a» 
gainſt the Goſpel, and its declaiers: He was concerning 
zeal perſecuting the Church, and concerning the righ:eonſneſs 
of the Law blameleſs : Bur after the kindneſs and love of 
God to man»ward appeared to him, he did count all but loſs 
for the excellency of the knowledg of Chriſt Feſus bis Lord, 
that he mizht gain him. aud be found in him, not having his 
own righteouſneſs which was of the Law, but the righieonſne(s 
which s through the faith of Chriſt, even the righteouſneſs of 
God by faith + We muſt ſuffer the circumciltng efficacy of 
thegrace of God te cut off this foreskin of the heart, or 
otherwiſe we ſhall not be of the circumciſion; who worſhip 
God in the Spirit, and rejuyce in Chriſt Feſus, and have ns 
confidence in the fleſh, Phil, 3.1 =4—7—9,10. Matr, 
I3. 44. Gal, 3. 16, & 3, 1o—12. 1 Cor, r, 29— 
I, — 

We mult alſo abſtain from, and mortify our deſires of 
the praiſe, hononr, and glory of this World; and of 
their favour, friendſhip, and approbation for this is a 
very great hinderance trom coming unto, and A 
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aſrer Jeſus Chriſt ; from heartily believing in, and con- 
feſſing him: How can ye Lelieve, faith our Saviour, which 
receive honour, or glory, one of another, and ſeek not the ho- 
nour that cometh from God only. Joh, 5. 40—44, While 
men are ſer for the praiſe and reputation of men, and of 
them who have a form ot godlineſs, denying the power 
thereof, they dare not, they cannot ſingly cleave to the 
Lord, leſt they ſhould diſpleaſe, and loſe their favour. 
This friendſhip of the World is ſpiritoal uncleanneſs, and 
enmity with God, as the Apoſtle fignifieth when he 
ſaith; Te Adulterers and Adultereſſes, know ye not that 
the friend[bip of the world, of the prophane ones, or of the 
Saints thereof, is enmity with God ; whoſoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world, he is the ememyof God, Jam, 4. 4, 
5. Truly it 8 man will be a Diſciple and follower of Jeſps 
Chriſt, He ſball be hated of all mex z and have his name caff 
0uk as evil for the ſan of man's ſake: And that not only by pro» 
fane ones, but by many that appear. righteous. towards 
men; yea, by ſuch as have a zeal of God, but not ac- 
cording to knowledg : Therefore that a man may come 
after Jeſus Chriſt , needful it is that he go out of the 
Camp, bearing his reproch; and be willing 79 be wade 
the fi.th and off- ſcouring of all things, Luk, 6.22,23—26, 
Rom. 8, 28,29, with Ia, 52.13, 1 Cor. 4. 9 —13, 
Heb, 11. 24—26, & 13,12. This defire of vaia glory, 
is inconſiſtent with walking im the Spirit, Hence the A- 
pofile ſaith, 1f we live in the Spirit, let ns alſs walk inthe 
Spirit 3 let us not be defirons of vain glory, Gal, 5, 24 —26, 
And this will hinder trom confeſfing Chriſt, as it did the 
rulers who believed onThriſt, but did not confeſs him, for 
they loved the praiſe and glory of men rather then 1he praiſe of 
Ged, Joh, 12. 42,43. The grace of God mult be there- 
fore ſoreceived as to cut off this luſt and defire, that we 
may cleave tothe Lord with _ purpoſe. and follow him 
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in the regeneration : He is a Jew who is one inwardly, and 
circumciſion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not inthe 
letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men but of God, Rom, 2, 


We muſt alſo part with, abſtain from, and mortify our 
covetouſneſs, our love of money, and the riches of this 
World, for this is a very hurttul and perniciors aff. Rion 
and luſt of the fleſh, and is therefore to be mortified by 
us, that we may ſeek Chriſt and thoſe things that are above 
were he fitteth on the right hand of God, Col, 3, 1—5, 1t 
2s eaſier for a Camel togo through the eye of a Needle, then for 
4 man that loveth and trufteth in his riches to enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Mark. 10. 21—24,25, 1f any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is n#t in him, 1 Joh, 2. 
15—17. Money is alſo one of the great Idols of the 
World, and the loving and luſting after that is the wor- 
ſhipping of an Idol : Covetowſneſs is idolatry, andthe cove- 
t0us man is an Idolater. Epheſ, 5.5, Col. 3.5. Yea, this 
love of money is the root of all evil, which while ſome have 
coveted after they beve erred from the faith, azd pierced thew- 
ſelves through with many ſorrows, 1 Tim. 6, 9 — 11, Matt, 
6.24, Needful therefore it is to be fled from us, that we 
may be made partakers of Chriſt, and that rich and in- 
riching proviſion that is prepared of God for u$in him, 
Lok, 12,15. Pſal, 119. 36,37: —— 

Yea, we muſt mortify, and abſtain from obr inordinate 
affeRion to our neareft and deareſt relations, and to our 
natural lives alſo, that we may rightly come unto, and be 
made partakers of, and follow after Jeſus Chriſt, Cel. 3, 
5. So much our Sayiour fignifiettR in what he (peaketh 
to the multitudes, by occafion of the firft bidden gueſts 
refuſing to come to the Supper prepared for them, when 
they were once and again invited: He turned, and ſaid 
unto them 5 if as man come unto we and ( incoming ) 
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hate uot his Father, and Mcther, and Wife, and (hildren, 
and Brethren, and Siſters, yea,” and his onn life alſo (which 
is more then all to us, and harcer. to be parted with. Fob 
2.4.) be cannot be my Diſciple, &c, Luk, 14, 24— 27. 
He that loveth Father or Mother more then Chriſt is not worthy 
of him ;, and be that loveth S6n or Dauzhter more then him, ts 
not worthy of him: And he that taketh xot his Croſs, and fol- 
loweth after him, is not worthy of him, Matt, 10. 3738. 
Luk, 9. 59—62, Joh. 12, 25, 26, Thoſe whowillindeed 
be joyned to the Lord, .and be ſpiritual Lewites, and (0 
be one ſpirit with him, muſt be herein like to Leriofold y 
who ſaid unto his Father and Mother, * I have not ſeen 
© him, neither did he acknowledg his Brethren, nor know 
© his own Children, Deur. 33. 8, 9, *Tis needful to our 
partaking of, and having fellowſhip with him in his riches 
and inheritance, that we be like-minded, ina ſenſe, with 
the Fatherz hehath given unto Chriſt the pre-eminence 
in all things, and amongſt all perſons , ſo alſo it is neceſ- 
ſary that we inour hearts, loves, and eſteems ſhould ſo 
honour him, as to prefer him before our chiefeſt joy, and 
before our neareſt, and moſt beloved friends, injoyments, 
and relations: And if we ſo honour him not, weſhall be 
looked upon as deſpiſers of him, and ſuch as ſet lighely 
by him ; and ſhall alſo be lightly eſteemed of him, Col.1, 
I8, Iſa.13,11, 12. 1547, 2. 30, 

Yea, Not to inlarge any further hereto particularly, we 
maſt ſell and part with all that we have, as is before ſaid, all 
or own things, that we may have and obtain this gold tried 
in the fire; and this nhite raiment for clothing and cover- 
ing the ſhime of our nakedneſs : Our fins and idols muſt 
be let go, andabſtained from: We muſt forſake and bid 
farwel to all we have, that we may be the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, Lt. 14, 26—33. We muſt ſell all that we have, 


with the wiſe man and merchant, that we may be made 
par- 
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partakers of this Pearl of great price, and treafure of in- 
valuable worth. Zſats, 13. 44— 46, We muſt deny, and 
renounce our ſelves daily, as Chriſt ſaid to the People, 
and his Diſciples alſo, our wiſGom, wills, deſigns, en- 
terpriſes, affe&ions and luſts; our own righteouſneſs, our 
confidences, conlolations, hopes tor Heaven our pride 
and deſires of vain glory, our covetouinels, intemperance, 
uncleanneſs, anger, wrath, &c. We muſt lay apart all fil- 
thintſs and ſuperfinity of naughtineſs, that we may veceive 
with meekneſs the iner:fted word, which is ot ie ts ſave our 
ſouls : We muſt caſt off the works of darkneſs, that ws may 
put on the armour of light; and abſtain from rioting and 
drunkene(s, chambering and wanteneſs, ſtrife and envying,, 
that we may put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Matt, 16, 24-— 
26. Mark 8. 34—36, Luk, 9. 23—25, Jam, 1.21, 
Rom, 13, 12—14, Titus 2.11,12, 1Pet,2,11,12, 
Cal, 3. 1—5,6—8—12, And this is the firſt Rea 
ſon why this winning Chrift, and obtaining this durable 
-ichesand righteouſneſs in him, is called and compared to 
b43ing here and elſewhere z becauſe we muſt patt with, 
and fell ſomewhat for him, and thoſe excellent treaſures in 
him, to wit, «l{ that we have, —o 

2, This gaining Chriſt, and that preparation in him, 
iS alſo called and compared to 4#ying, becauſe that which 
we muſt part with, though it be indeed nothing worth, 
yer we have naturally a goodly, and high eſteem thereof; 
't is naturally highly valued by us, and of very great ac- 
count with us, through our blindneſs and ignorance : We 
are by nature and firſt birth empty, and void of all ſpiri- 
tual underſtanding; though we would be wiſe, yet weare 
born like a wild Aﬀſes Colt, hence we are ready to mi- 
ſtake, to call evil good, and good evil; to put hghr for 
darkneſs, and darkneſs for light, To make an Idol of 
Chriſt, and God in him, and to pteter broken Ciſterns 
be- 
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before the fountain of living waters: We are ſtrongly in- 
clined to be highly eſteeming, and valuing our own 
things, which wemuſt (ell, and let go that we may have 
Chriſt, and thoſe unſearchable riches of him eſpecially 
ſuch things as are commendable amongſt men, and which 
are the obje& of the deſires of the mind as to ſay par- 
ticularly : The wiſdom of this wor!d is of high account a- 
mongſt men, and men are apt to glory herein, as it it 
were ſome goodly thing : Though it is, and 1s declared 
to be, fooliſhneſs with God, and every man by his know- 
ledg is bruitiſh, and like a beaſt, 1 Coy, 3. 3. 19, 7cr.10. 
14, & 51,17. Yetthis isuntoa man in his natural condt- 
tion, as his righteye; this is that which he is moſt ten- 
der of, and moſt highly prizethz and he looketh vpon it 
as a moſt uſeful and beneficial thing, both for knowing 
and finding out God in the wiſdom of God, and tor 
glorifying him to others, though he is much miſtaken 
herein. 1Cor-1,21. Matt. 18, 9. And thoſe that have 
more of it then others, and are rich in this wiſdom and 
knowledg, look upon themſelves in the injoymeat here. 
of as happy perſons, yea, as the only bleſſed ones z and 
judge and give forth others to be accurſed, Foh, 7, 47— 
49. eAndareready toſay a5 they did, the law ſhall not periſh 
from the Prieſt , nor Counſel from the wiſe, Ter. 18, 18; 
Doubtleſs ( as is before (aid ) this is one of the great I- 
dols, and Gods of the world z and too much, and too 
often, ſet upalſoin the temple of God, to the polluting 
and defiling ir ; which men adore and worſhip, and lift up 
themſelves by, and make their boaſt of, and upon every 
occaſion ask counſel of this ſtock, and this ſtaff declareth 
to them, Zoalſothe works and doings of the fleſh, which 
are wrought by tie wiſdom and ſtrength thereof, our own 
righteouſneſs according to the Law, this is highly eſteem- 
edamongſt men; and men are apt to confide herein, and 
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think on this account eternal life appertaineth to th:m: 
This is even their life, their riches, theirgainz thonghin 
truth it be nothing worth, for we are all as an unclean 
thing and all our righteoulneſles are as filthy raggs, 7/a. 
64 6. Thus it was with the Apoſtle Paul when he had his 
confidence in the fl.ſh; he was alive once without the 
Law, he chought himſelf co be ina very good and happy 
condition. Rom. 7, 9, His own righteouſneſs which was 
of the Law was gain to him, before the righteouſneſs of 
God without the Law was believed and received by him. 
Piil, 3.4 —=7 —9. And thus it was more generally with 
the Phariſees, © they truſted in themſelves that they were 
© righteous, and deſpiſed others. Zut,18, 9, Andeven ſo 
it is now : Thoſe who are ſecking righteouſneſs as it were 
by the worksof the Law, and according thereto have in- 
deavoured to avoid the evils thereby forbidden; and to do 
and perform the things thereby required and injoyned ; 
ſuch as have a zeal of God, but not according to know- 
ledgz and who are eſtabliſhing a righteouſneſs co them- 
ſelves, they have high and goodly eſt-+ms and conceits of 
of their own works, zeal, appcaring righteouſneſs, and 
holineſs; this is money and price in their eye naturally, 
though it be filthy and unprofitable in the pure eyesof 
God. So the riches of this world, which are the obje& 
of covetouſneſs, are highly accounted of amongſt men, 
though they are uncertain riches, the Mamwmon of un- 
righteouſneſs, and not the true riches, Zuk, 15, 9—12, 
Bur ſuch as periſh 5 and which while injoyed render nor a 
man any whit the more truly happy in the account of God ; 
yet how do men bleſs themſelves hereby, and think highly 
of themſelves 2 and how do :1:ey truſt hereia as if they 
were therefore in the favour of God ! This CMammon 1s 
one of the Gods of the World aliv, which men, while 
they are judging and ating as men, cogive their loves 
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unto, and place their affetions upon, and delight in, and 
in timeof trouble cry thereto, . ſaying, Ariſe and ſave ur, 
And fo we might (ay of all the reſt, bur ſhall not inlarge 
heretoany further particularly in this place. But in gene- 
ral we may ſay; the body of fin is called fleſh; and the 
affteRions and luſts thereof, owr me» bers, ſuch as fornica- 
ton , wncleanneſs , inordinate afetion , evil concupiſence, 
and coveton/neſs, &c, Becauſe they are naturally fo near 
and dear to us, fo greatly valued and highly prized by us, 
as our ſelf , our life, riches, goods, right eye, hand, foot, 
&c, Row, 6,6. withGal.5,17, Col, 3,5. Matt. 18, 8,9. 
Mark 9,43, 45,47. Therefore the parting with theſe 
that we may obtain that durable riches and righteouſneſs 
in Chriſt, is well called and compared to Buying, becauſe 
though they are really and in truth nothing worth, yer 
we have ſuch an over-high account 6f them, and ſuch an 
indeared affetion to them naturally. 

3. This winning Chriſt and that proviſion in him is 
called, and compared to buying, becauſe as in buying, ear- 
neſtne(s and diligence is to be uſed and exerciſed ; and ro 
that end there muſt be ſome high account of the commo- 
dity to be bought, for it's worth, necefficy, or uſetulneſs, 
without which men will not ordinarily be diligent. Thus 
it was with Faco-'s Sons when they went down into Egype 
to bay Bread, what diligence and earneſtneſs was found 
with them, in going ſucha long journey to get proviſion 
for themſelves z becauſe they knew they could not, in an 
ordinary way, ſubfiſt withoutit? Gen, 42, 2—10. And 
thus alſo that we may partake of this god, and white 
reiment, needful it is that we ſo highly value them, as to 
be fervent and zealous in ſeeking them. Indifferency of 
Spirit was that which hindered this Angel and Churc} 
from buying , they were lukewarm, and neither cold no: 
hot z and unleſs this- temper were removed, they coulc 
Ee no* 
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not be made partakers of this heavenly commodity, as is 
before ſaid, - $9 elſewhere the holy Ghoſt ſignifieth , 
that diligence and imporcunity 1s to be uſed, that we may 
cetthe wiſdom that is from above, If, faith he, thou cry- 
eſt after ni'dom, and lifteſt up ty voice for underſtanding 
if thou ſeekeſt her as fil.er, and [earcheſt for her as for hid 
treaſure : then [halt thou underftand the fear of the Lord, and 
find the knowledg of God, &c, Prove 2. 1—6, Onluch 
like accounts, and for ſuch like reaſons, this gaining 
Chriſt, and that moſt excellent proviſion in him, is cal- 
ed, and compared t' byying, And we thall 2d no more 
to this ſecond particular, but come to the next tormerly 
propoſed —— 7:2. 

2, To ſhew that theſe heavenly commodities muſt be 
bought, and that in the preſent time, any opportunity z 
and this may appear, in that this gracious counte!lour, 
whois the Son of the Father in truth and loves anJ who 
hath given ſuch an unqueſtionable evidence of his grace 
towards vs in laying down his lite for us, giveth this coun- 
ſe] to this Angel and Church, and giveth it ro the end 
they might receive it, and inreceiving it, mi hr nt. be 
ſpued our of his mouth, without jwhich th.y thuuid, 
We may be confident, he would not fo ſeriouſly give 
ſach counſel to luch perſons, were it not ncedtul robe 
received , and obeyed by them: But we may a little 
further demonſtrate it in ſome patticulars --—.. As to 
A 
1, This Gold tried inthe fire. and White raiment, mall 
be beuzht, thatis, as before is ſaid, we muſt part with all 
we have torit, though never ſo delightful co us, and de- 
f:-::51- of us, cur fins and idols; or elſe they will hinder 
us fro:2: fervently and diligently ſeeking atrer Chriſt, and 
that ſalvation and proviſion in him, asis alſo before often 
igtimated : For theſe are contrary the one to the other, 
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Gal, 5.16, 17. For what fellonſbip hath righteouſneſs with 
anrighteouſneſs * And what communion hath light with dark- 
neſs? And what concord hath Chriſt with Bilial> 2 Cor, 6. 
14,15, \\hena man's right hand is already filled with a 
lye, he muſt put that away, and let it go, or otherwiſe 
how ſhajl he receive and entertain the truth of God 2 1ſa, 
44.20, If any max ſeem to be wiſt inthe world, it is need-+ 
ful for him tob come 4 fool, that 4: may be made wiſez to 
ceaſe from his own wiſdom, aa pluck out this right eye, other- 
wiſe it will pervert him, and ker him out of the way of un« 
derſtansing. 1 Cor 3,18—20, Prov, 3. 5—7, & 23.4, 
Iſa, 47. 10, Aman muſt hate his own thoughts that he may 
love God's Law, Pla). 119,113. For all our thoughts, 
imaginations, wiſdom, and knowledge, is evil and bru- 
tiſh: Yea, aur wildom is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh, 
Gen, 6.5. Fam. 3.15, 16. Our high conceits of our 
ſelves; and of the goodneſs of our condition without 
Chriſt, muſt be abſtained from, or elſe, haw ſhall we 
highly value him, and thoſe creaſures in him,. and ear- 
neſtly ſeek to be made partakers thereof ? Vhen we 
think weare in a fate and happy condition already, and 
are rich ag tut}, it will hinder.us from ſeeking thoſe ſpi- 
ritual bleflings in Chrift Jeſus, 1/a, 28, 12--15, Mark, 
2,17. Prov,27.7., Whilea man truſteth, and confid» 
eth in his own righteouſneſs, and believeth, and js confi- 
dent that will be profitable unto him, and render him ac- 
cepted with God, this will keep him from ſubmictiag 
unto, or accepting of the righteouſneſs of God, which 
is through the faith of Chriſty and cauſe him to take of- 
fence at Chriſtz and ſtumble at thar ſtumbling ſtone, 
Rom.9. 31—33. &10, I—3., Matt. 21.31,32, Inlike 
manner, it the friendſhip of this world be ſought after, 
and delighted in by us, it will bean hindrance to us from 
cloſing with, and cleaving unto Jeſus Chriſt : The friend- 
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fhip of this worldis enmity with God, he therefore that will b+ 
a friend of this w:1ld is the enemy of God, Jam, 4, 4. The 
love of the world and of the Father cannot conliſt, and 
ſtand cogether, 1 Foh, 2.15, Alſo that a man may ſerve 
Chriſt Jeſus, it is needfu! chat ne take heed and beware 
of coverouſnels; forthe love of money is the root of all 
evil. © No Servant can ſerve two Maſters, for either he 
© will hate the one, and love the other; or hold to the 
* one, and defpiie the other z he cannot ſerve God and 
* Mammon, Zak. 16. 13. It is impoſſible for one thar 
truſterh in hisriches, and ſetteth his hearr thereon, to en- 
rer into the kingdom of God. Mark, 10, 22—25, 
D:unkenneſs alſo, and uncleanne(ſs muſt be mortified and 
abſtained from, or elſe they will hinder» from receiving, 
and walking in Chtiiſt Jeſus, Whoredom, and wine, 
and new wine take away the heart. Hoſ. 4. 14, Yea, any 
fin or idol loved, retained, and cheriſhed, atter lighe 
vouchſafed, will lead a man to uncervalue Chriſt, and his 
things ; and hinder from an hearty emb-a-ement of him, 
and earneſt purſuit after him, * Every one that doth evil 
© hateth the light, neither cometh he to the light, leſt 
© his deeds ſhould be diſcovered and reproved, Foh. 3, 19, 
20, Fob 24,13, Itistherefore abſolutely needful to our 
beiny made parta.cers 07 Chriſt, and tlioſe creaſures in 
him, to flee frcm what 's reptoved, and dilcovered to be 
evil, by the .ic ht ofthe Goſpel; becauſe the carnal mind, 
the body of ſta, ancit's members, is enmity againſt Go.': 
for it 1s Nt {ahbje-t t5 the Law of God, neither indeed 
can it bez (© thea they that are inth=* fleſh cannot pleaſe 
God, Rom, 8.7, Hencetterequirings and inſtructions 
of the grace y. Gcd are uſa11ily thus given to us To hate 
the evil, an-! love the: 00d , to abhor what is evil, and 
© cleave to tht which is good. Amos 5. 15, Rom. 12,9, 
©To turn from darkneſs to light, and from the _ of 
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* Satin to God, Ads 26. 18 20, 1Theſ,1,9, Tore» 
pent, and believe the Goſpel, Mark 3. 15. Matt, 21. 32, 
To ceaſe to do evil, and learn to ao well, Ia, 1,16,17, To 
forſake all that we have, that we may be Chriſt s Diſct- 
ples. Luk.14 26—33. To put off the o)d man, and 
put on the new. Epheſ, 4.22 — 24, Col, 3, 8-10, To 
deny ungodlin:ſs ani worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, right- 
couſly, and godly Tirus 2,11, 12, and many more ſuch 
like expreſſions. All which ſhew unto us, that it isneed- 
ful tor us to part with all our own things as reproved and 
diſcovered to be evil, and vaing that we may embrace, 
and give entertainment unto that which will render us tru- 
ly happy in the injoyment z for our (insand idols are di- 
tetly contrary unto, and fill us with hatred and enmity 
againſt Chriſt Jelus, and thoſe ſpirituzl and eternal ble(- 
fings in him. Hence the Apoſtle ſaith, chat Chriſt Jeſus, 
the livisg Stoxe, though | - be \..itely precious in him» 
ſelf, and in tc eyes 0 *he Firhe: , an.' precious to him 
that believeth, v8: 4a!" wid indeed of min, yeu, and 
of the builders alſo, of *\ tha. irs om vet ten meng of 
judge, and a&t no otlie: wif: ther. mer, whic favour the 
things of men: He 1isof them ciia'lmyed, as oppoſed to 
cho'en and precious; that is, he is retwied an ' r- probated 
of them, anc looked upon as a vile«ne. 9. 25 thre Pro- 
phet rencereth ic, to which it may leem the Apoſtle re- 
leticths he is deſpiſed and rejefted of min, he hath ne 
form or comelineſs in their e&yis. 1 Per, 2. 4. with 112. 
$2. 3, 3, It is therefore of neceſſity, to the end we 
receive him, and thoſe inriching excellencies in liim, that 
we bay them, inſelling all that we have, our ſins and va- 

NItIeS, — | 
2. That we may injoy ithis gold and white. raiment, 
needtul it is that we (ell all chat we have, and ſo buy them, 
becauſe our fins and vanities, not only indiipoſe and hin- 
cer 
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der us from receiving Chriſt and his riches, and durable 
clothing, 'and fill us with enmity there -againſt, and alie- 
nation there-from; but alſo our affe&tionate retaining, and 
cleavin? with purpoſe to our fins and idols, after the 
grace of God bringeth ſalvation to us, rendereth us un- 
worthy of him.; and we thereby provoke him to with- 
hold \himfe?t, ind what is ſpiritually gyod;, from us. /er, 
5, 25, He is not worthy 0: him who preferreth any thing 
before him 3 ſo much our Saviour ſaich concerning thoſe 
who, when they were bidden, refuſe ro come: The 
Kingof' glory, when 'the feaſt was actually prepare! in 
Chriſt, ſent forth his Servants, ſaying + tell thens whic!: 114 
Hddtns Behold I have prepared my dini.er, my Oxen and 
Fatlings are tilled, and all things are ready, come unto the 
feaſt : But they made light of it, and went their ways, one 
to'br5i. Farm ; -another to his Merchandiſe; and anather had 
mitrried awife; and theretore his ple2is, he cannot come; 
of theſe the ſaith, they which were bidden were not worthy : 
They a&ed moſt unſeemly and fooliſhly, in refuſing ſuch 
4 bleſſed and rich teaſt, for ſuch vain and unprofitable 
things; «their retuſal was unſuitable to, and unworthy of 
ſach grace teſtified and manitelied to them z and thereby 
they deprived themſelves of good, and io provoked the 
King to anger, that he profeſſeth none of choſe unworthy 
refuſers ſhall taſte of his proviſion. Mat, 22,1-—8, Lot, 
14. 16—24, He that loveth Father or Mather more then 
Chrift is not worthy of him ; and hethat loveth Sor or Daugh- 
ter more then him, is not worthy of him , «Aud '« that taterh 
not his Croſs and'followtth after him is 3.0t worthy of him, 
Mart, 10, 37, 35, God: hath crowned-his Sn, who by 
his grace taſted death for every man, with glory and ho- 
nOur ; and hath given unto'him the preeminence in all 
chings, and amongft all perſons: For it hath pleaſed t!:e 
Father that in him ſhould all tulneſs dwell,Co. 1.18, 19. He 
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is the chief:{t of ten thenſanss; one ;; whom -God harh 
preferred betore- il perions in Heavea and Faiths and 
whom he hath glorified with his own felt with the glory 
which he had with him betore the world was, © He is 
* more precious then Rubies, and all the things we can de- 
© ftreare not to be compared unto him : He is morecexcel- 
* |:nr and glorious then rhe mountains of Prey ; In him he 
hath ptzpared tor us all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledg: Sound wiſcom is his,and in himz He hath broughe in 
everlaſting ris hreouſneſsz and this is prepared of God for 
us in him : He hath obtained for us durable riches, un- 
ſearchable riches of grace and glory, God hath givento 
us Eternal life, and ti:.5 lite 1$i14 his Son : Yea, in him are 
prepared all (r11:yal bleſſings, in whom dwelleth all the 
tulnsfs 0! the Gilead bodily, And heas become ſuch 
an exce'lent one, and as thus furnilcd, is 1ving himell 
01 in his Goipel, and with humic: all t&:28S, chat we 
m.;/.1t, {0 SHES 81 ncy of che knowledg of him, (uf- 
ter the 1015 of +! r1:.ngs, and count tiem but dung and 
© l095-meat, t we might win Jum, and be {ound in 
bim. Now 11.7, Coth nor this 14nder-a man unworthy 
Of lim, that un: preterr his ova wildom which is brutiſhs 
his righteouinets vw hich is filthy; tis works wich are em- 
Pty and unproitable ; his glory which is vain 5 his Afans- 
mos which isralfe, and uncertaigs .and his pleaſfuigs which 
are imiul, and but for a "tle jme to-be injoyed: hetore 
him who' is altogether lovely, -only '(atis{ying, and. in- 
riching ; and who renderer':, and maketh chem eternally 
happy and biefſed that receive and retaia him? Do not 
ſuch. men by obſerving lying vanuucs, {0:fake .an;! deprive 
themſelves of- their ewn, mercy * F+x4 2,8. Ate. they 
not uuworthy of him, and worthy of-che icve:eſt pyaiſh- 
ment, that trample under'foot:!the Sun vt God ; and connt 


che blood of the covenant a common aad projane thing * 
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Heb. 10, 29, Is not their fin herein like unto, and yer 
much greater then was the fin of Eſa, who for one mor- 
{c] of meat ſold his birchwright? # eb, 12. 16, 17, Ts 
not this juſtly the condemnation, the cauſe of mens con- 
demnation, that Chriſt the true light hath come, © and 
©men loved darkneſs rather then light 2 to wit, preferred 
their ſins and idols before Chriſt, in whom God bath ra'c- 
enup all his well pleaſedneſs; and whom he hath 1o loved 
that he hath given all things into his hand, 1h. 3.19, 
35, 36, Is not men's iniGuity herein like that of rhe /cws, 
who would not have this nian to reign over them, bu? te- 
jected Chriſt, and preferred a murderer before the Prince 
of life? As 3.14,15, And arenot they unmeet for, 
and unworthy of him, who, when called to the waters, 
wine, milk, bread, that which is good, fatneſs, to a leaſt 
of fatthings, refuſe this; becauſe it muſt be bovghr, 
though without money and price; and yet willingly ſpend 
and weigh money for that which is not bread z and labour 
for that which ſarisfieth not ? ſa. 55. 1,2, 3, Surely this 
is great unworthinefs and unthanktulneſs z a moſt fooliſh 
and unkind requiral of his goodneſs, who in his love and 
pity hath redeemed us, and is now calling us to the injoy- 
ment of himſelf by his grace , and it muſt needs provoke 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ro anger, 
that men ſolightly eſteem the Son of his love, as to pre- 
fer lies before him who is the truth 5 and empty appear- 
ances betore the iubſtance: Yea, they ſhall all be damned 
perſiſting herein, who believe not the truth, but have plea- 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs. 2 Theſ. 2. 10—12, How (hall 
they eſcape who negleR ſo great ſalvation? Heb. 2, 3, 
Them that honour him, who give unto him the preceden- | 
Cy and preeminence in all chings, towhom che Father hath 
given it, he will honor : But thoſe that deſpiſe him, who 


prefer Wives, or Children, or their own wiſdom, or 
righte- 
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—_, or lives before him, ſhall be lightly eſteem” 
ed, Mark 10.29, 30. I Sam,2.30. O Lord the hop* 
of Iſrael, (aith the Prophet, all that forſake thee ſhall be a- 
ſhamed, and they that depart from me, ſhall be written inthe 
Earth ( not in Heaven) becauſe they have forſaken the Lord 
the ſountain of living waters, Jer, 2,10 -13, & 17.13. 
& 18, 14, 15. Oh! Thatthis may be ſo conſidered by 
us, that we may not render our ſelves ſo fooliſh, and de» 
mean our ſelves (o unworthily, asto love other things ra- 
ther then him, which is hatred of him! oh. 3, 19, 20. 
But that we may ſo confider his infinite and incomparable 
worthineſs, that we may hate all for his ſake, that we may 
gain him, and be made partakers of him, and may 
abide in him , that when he ſhall appear we may have 
confidence, and not be aſhamed before him at his com- 
ing, — 

-_ Yea, it is needful this Gold, and White raiment be 
bought in the preſent time, and opportunity z therefore 
this gracious and faithful counſellour inſtrugerh us co do ic 
in the preſent time ; 1Counſel thee ts buy, &c. Bebold, 
now is the accepied time, behold now is the day of Salvation, 
2 Cor, 6.1, 2, Now is the Mart, as it were, in which 
theſe inriching commodities are ſet to ſale, and may be 
had and bought by us: And if the preſent opportunity 
be negleRted, and let (lip by os, we may deprive our 
ſelves hereof, and be guilty of thegreateſt folly and mad- 
neſs imaginable. They were truly called fooliſh Virgins, 
and were fo with a witneſs, who flumbred and ſlept when 
there was an opportune ſeaſon tor buying ; and afterwards 
while they went 10 buy, the Bridegroom came, and thoſe that 
had formerly bought, and were ready, went in with him , ana 
the door was ſhut, and theſe fooliſh ones were excluded, Mate. 
25, 6—12, What cauſe have we therefore to watch, 
and redeem the time, for we know neither the day, —_ 
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hour when the Son of man cometh ? Matt, 25, 13. Cet- 
tainly our lite-rime is theonly time allotted us for buying 
In the grave whither we are going, there is no work, nor device, 
ver wildom, nor knowledg, Ecclel. 9, 20. The night is 
then come when no man can work s and our times are in 
the hand of the Lord, and not in our own ; There is no 
man hath power over the ſpirit to retain the ſpirit, and 
there is no diſcharge in th2e wars but when he pleaſeth, 
he can take away our breath, and then we return to our 
duſt, and in thar day all our thoughts periſh, Ol: ! char 
we may theretore ſeek the Lo:d, and chis gold and wh:te 
raiment, while he and it may be foundz and whatever 
our hand findeth to do, let us do it with our might, 7ſa, 
55.6, Eccleſ, 9. 10. To day ii ye will hear his voice 
Earden not your hearts, Str:ve now to enter in at the ſtraight 

ate, for many ſhall ſeck to enter in. and ſhall not be alle, 

uk. 13,24, Go to then ye chat i:y, to morrow we 
will buy, we will ſeek after choſe heaven'y creaſures when 
we have more convenient ſeaſon ; Whereas you know not 
what ſhall be on the morrow z for what 1s your life 2 Tr is 
even as a vapour that appeareth fora little time, and chen 
vaniſheth away z but now hear counſel, this gracious and 
needful counſel, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not And do 
like that wiſe man ſpoken ot. Matt. 13. 44. The kingdom 
of Heaven is like anto 4 trea"webid in a field, the which 
when 4 man hath found he hide'h, «14 for joy thereof goeth, 
and [clivth ail that be hath, and oo nily } buyeth that 
field: Solet us do, Walk we c:ronmſpectly, not 45 fools, ont 
& wiſe redteming the orportumi'y, vecau(ſe the days are evil, 
Ephel, 5.15,16, Let us in rhe preient {eaſon, and per- 
petu3Jly while we are here iachis world, buy the truth, 
even Chriſt, and thoſe un;earchible -iches oft him, with 
arelinquithing, and parting w:th 2!: thit we haves though 
they are never to gaintul ro us, or amiable and lovely in 
our 
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oureye and in iodoing we ſhall be made parttakers of 
im who is infinitely better then ail we have to ſell for his 
lake, —-— 

And this whole inſtruRion as thus ſpoken unto, and 
conlidered by us, iz. That to the end we partake of Chriſt, 
and thoſe inriching and '»4ve lv trea[wes in him, it ts need- 
ful we buy them, wit" ,"l!ing all that we haw:, though they 
appear never [8 goodly and deſireable z may be of uletulne(s 
0 Us, --— 

i. Toſhew vnto us the Reaſon why the flock of Chriſt 
is ſuch a little lock, and fo tew heartily joyn themſelves 
unto him it is becauſe they that will receive him, and be 
his Diſciples, muſt (ell all that they have, which many 
will not do: It men might have him and keep their fins 
and idols alſo, many would flock unto him, and be fol- 
lowers of him, Yea, many there are who call them- 
ſelves, and are called Chriſtians, who only cleave uato 
him by flatteriesz and are not indeed, and in truth united 
to himas their head, nor built on him as their foundation, 
and ſo are not of his flock in a peculiar conſideration : But 
they are like thoſe we read of, who would eat their own 
bread, and wear their own apparel, only they would be 
called by his name, to take away their reproch. 1ſa, 4, x, 
The ſtraitneſs of the gate is ſuch that they are not willing 
to paſs through itz and this is that which maketh ir fo 
ſtrait: There is room enough for any man toenter, but 
in entring he muſt leave all his own things behind him, as 
hath been ſaid: And becauſe of this, many unreaſonably 
take offence at Chriſt, and will not come untg him that 
they may have life, Fob. 5. 39. 49. Wide u the gate, and 
broad is the way which leadeth wnto deſbruttion; A man in 
walking therein may hold faſt deceit, and follow atrer, 
and ſerve his luſtsand abominations, hisſurtetcing, drunk- 
eneſ(s, uncleanneſs, covetouſneſs, hatred, malice, vain- 
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glory, his own righteouſneſs, &c, And many there be 
therefore which go in thereatz, becanſe ſtrait is the gate, and 
narrow is the nay which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it, Matt. 7.13,14. Yea, many there he that 
are willing to part with ſome things, yea, with many 
things ; bur yet there is ſome proper evil, or way of ini- 
quity which doth more eaſily beſet them, Heb. 12. 1. 
And which is moſt delighted inby them, which th ey ſti] 
retain, and will not let go, and part with, that they may 
win Chriſt, and be found in him, MHered heard Fohn Bap- 
tift, knowing that he was a juſt man, and an holy, and 06- 
ſerved him; and when he heard him he did many x (om: , and 
beard bim gladly. Mark 6, 20, But ſtill heheld faſt his be- 
loved iniquity 5 he would not put away his Brother's wife, 
but becauſe Fohn told him, ir was not lawful for him to 
have her, he laid hold on Feh», and pur him in Priſon, 
adding this above all his evils ; and would have put him to 
death before he did, but that he feared the multitude, 
Mati, 14. 2—10. Luke 3,19, 20. The young man that 
came to our Saviour, and ſaid unto him, Grod Maſter, what 
good thing (hall I dothat I may have eternal life 5 He had 
done many things alſo, and it might have been thought he 
would not have ſiuck ar the ſtraitneſs of the gate, Bur 
yet when our Saviour ſaith, © One thing thou lackeſt yer, 
© ſell all char chon haſt, and give to the poor, and thou 
© halt have treaſure in Heaven, and come, and follow me; 
* when he heard this he went away very ſorrowful : for he 
© had great polleſions, Marr, 19, 16—24, Mark 10, 17 
——25. Loke 18, 18—27, So itis with many others alſo ; 
VWhen the glad tidings of the Goſpel are firſt declared to 
them, they are ready co wonder at thoſe gracious words ; 
and they are unto them as a lovely Song of one that can 
play well on an Inſtrument, and hath a pleaſanc voice 5 
yea, poſhbly the Goſpel may have ſome impreſſion upon 


them, 
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them; and they are made willing to part with ſome evils 
thereby z andyert when this Goſpel ſheweth them thene- 
ceſfity of parting with all reproved, and beginnerh to draw 
them out of their elements, they then forſake the Lord 
the fountain ot living waters, How zealous did thoſe 
Fews appear to be who took ſhipping, and followed Je- 
ſus, as it they had been regardleſs of their own outward 
affairs and concernes! And how were they inquiring of 
Chriſt what they ſhould do that they might work the 
works of God, that they might have that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlaſting life! And praying him, Lord, e- 
' vermore give w the breadof life: And yet when he cold 
them what it was, b: cauſe it did not anſwer their expeRa- 
tion, but reproved them, and their other teeding, how 
many were offended at (hriſt, and went back, and walk- 
ed no more with him. 76+. 6. 24— 34 — 66, This 4s the 
condemnation , that l:71; is come into the world , and men 
loved darkneſs rather then light , Lecauſe their deeds wee 
(and were dilcovered by the light to be ) evil: For every 
one that doth evil hateth the light nenher cometh he ro the 
light, leſt his deeds ſhowld be reproved and diſcovered, Joh, 
3.19, 20. Letthis be confidered by us, that we miſcarry 
not alſo after the examples of others, which are recorded 
for our acmonition, —— 

2, In that thy that will have Ch1ift, and che unſearch- 
able richesand righeonſneſs o! him, muſt buy rhem, with 
ſelling al! that they have, this ſhewet!: vnto us che miſtake 
of many 11 their thoughts of the DoGtine of the Goſpel: 
How many 2:e there that think and ſay, this DoQ: ine of 
the Goſpel is a \mooth, eafie Dudrine, a Dodrine of 
looſneſs, and licentiouſneſss If, (zy they, Chriſt died 
for all, Then men may live as they lift, and do what (cever 
is :1zht in their own eyes, and yer they ſhall be ſaved. Te 
ſeemeth by their thus ſpeaking they conclude, thoſe = 
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Chriſt died for may live as they liſt 5 And ſo the Ele&, 


as they call them, for whom only, they ſay, he died, 
may dv whatfoever is good in their own eyes, O: miler- 
abie miſtake! How ignorant are ſuch perſons of this ſound 
Dodrine, which is a DoQtine according to godline(s ? 
This Doctrine indeed proclaimeth libercy to us, and ca'l- 
eth us to liberty, a gracious, and glorious liberty;only 
not to liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh, Gal. 5.1, 13, 
It proclaimeth unto us a liberty from fin, not to fin + tor 
this is a curſed liberty ; and yer it is that which their Do- 
ctrines make way for, who are enemies to the grace of 
Godin Chriſt tothe world of mankind, while they would 
lay itupon and charge others with it. Bur herein Ghri(t's 
Goſpel weeteth with no other uſe in the world then him- 
ſeit did while he was here in his perſonal miniſtration. 
The zealous ones amongſt the ?ews did talfly accuſe Chriſt 
with being a vicious perlonz the men of that generation, 
thoſe w! o were the men ot the times then, they laid oi the 
Son | Man, Beho!d a gluttonoms perſon, and « win? bibber, a 
fried of Pab/icanes and ſinners : But faith he, Wiſdom is 
Ju(tified of all ber Children, All che Children of Chriſt 
and the Goipel know, that this is but a ſlander, Zuk. 7, 
31-35, OMatt.11.16—19, Theteis no other Do- 
Arie beſides, that ſo ſhewe! h the vilenel(s of fin, and ne- 
ceſſity of our being waſhed theretrom in the blood of 
Chriſt, as doth this DoGtine of the Goſpel : For the grace 
of God that brinzeth Salvation to all men, hath appeared, 
teaching us, that denying wngodlineſs, and worldly Inſts, we 
{boul4 [3c {oberly, righteo«ly and godl in this preſent world, 
Titus 2, 1:—14. 2 Cor, 5. 14,15. Rom:5.18, with 
Chap. 6, 1—3, But this {1:nder ot theirs is the iſſue of 
their ignorance and prejudice ; and what better fruit can 
be expected trom ſuch evil and bitter roots ? 


3, This 
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2, This inſt vuRion muy alic ſhew unto us the great evil 
of thote thae Jeny th.ic Chriſt hath died tor all, and by the 
gr2ce oi God t aſted death for every man; tor theſe render 
Tatty poſhd! e furte  gicateſl part of men to be made par- 
_ ES Of that 411aLle 1:ches and 11ghteouine(s in Chriſt, 
£ Doct:ine of re e Golpe! maketh the gate unto life 
te © enough, ind yet no ftraiter then is needful 
: thee ſhut of the kingdoms of Heaven againſt men, and 
ES fo chanted es, nor (uſſer ther that are entring to 
enter, Theo lil fhncer of this Dottrine 1s heavier then 
the loyns 0! the Goſpel co the greateſt part of man kind. 
Nay, inceedas with re(pe&t to one part of men, there is 
no ſtrairne!s in the gate at allz and with reference to the 
other, and greateſt part, there is no gate open tor them 
at all, were their doctrines as true, as they are counted by 
many : But thele herein are falſe witneſſes of God, and 
like the evil {pies that brought an evil report upon the Land 
of Cazaan, and thereby diſcouraged the hearts of many 
of their brethren: Take we heed and beware of thoſe e- 
vil and pernicious doetrines that caule to err from the 
words of knowlecg, 2nd "7 0! truth. - 

Seeing we cannot have thele heavenly commodiries 
withou: buying, in ſelling : 2]| that we haves let us (0 [e- 
ouſly conſider the excell:ncy of them, that we may be 
n2CE W1l::ng ly) ict © 20 It n9s 235 105 IG GUNg Py 0m 
07 the EXCEILENCY of the knowledge of them, thar we 
may be Mae partakers of them : For tie great and eter- 
nz] wort, anc exceilency 0! t! cle© nfocred, will n.ake 
this.yokeealy, 2nv this burcen ! ight, Aoi tis lerderh 
USO TC alt inſt- action P: »pounced to be conhuce: ed by 
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4. That tO the end the wretched, and miſerable, and 
poor, an. blind, and naked may buy this go'd 111ed inthe 


fre, ana tius white r:3ment here commended tous; it is 
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good and needful for them that rhry anoint their eyes with 
eze [alve that they may ſee. — 

This, though the laſt mentioned and counſelled unto, 
is ſurely needtul to the former; for nithout know!edg the 
ſoul cannot be good,” Prov, 19, 2, How ſhould any man 
ſo highly prizeany commodity, as to pa:t with all his (ub- 
ſtance for ir, that ſeeth no worth orexccllencyin it > And 
how ſhould Chriſt's Angels and Churches part with all 
they have for thoſe heaveuly treaſures, it they ſee no 
beauty in them why they ſhould defirerhem? There is no 
earneſt deſire after, or high prizing of that which we are 
12norant of, and (ce no worthineſs in. 

Now then inthis IaſtruRion here propounded, weſhall 
ſpeak unto theſe three things contzined therein, which 
may be uſctully, and profitably conſidered by us. —- As 
to lay, — | 

- That Chriſt's Angels and Churches may be blind, 
and ignorant ot the excellency of Chriſt, and choſe trea- 
ſures in him, — 

2, That there is ee-ſelve prepared for ſuch blind 
ones alſo, wherewith anointing their eyes they may 
lee. — 

3. Thar to the end they bay Chriſt, and that in him, 
it is needful they -anoint their eyes herewith, that they 
may ſee, — 

1, ThatChiiſt's Angels and Churches may fo depart 
from him, as to become blind and ignorant of the excel- 
leacy of Chriſt, and of thoſe treaſures hid in him : Thus 
it appeareth here in this place, in which our Lord ſaith to 
the Angel, Thos art blind; and counſelleth every one that 
hath an ear, to hear what the ſpirit ſaith to the Churches ; 
aS intimating, this was ſpoken to them all for their admo- 
nition 5 and that it might ſo befall themalſo, if rhey did 
not look diligent]y leſt they tailed of, or fell from the grace 
of 
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of God. God's people may become fooliſh, and not 
know him, they may be (ottith children, and have no 
underſtanding. Fer. 4.22, Yea, the Paſtours may be- 
come bratiſh, and not ſeek the Lord, Fer, 10, 19— 21, 
The blindneſs here (poken of is not the bein; deſticure of 
natural, or artificial wiſdom, the wiſdom of this world 
for this men may have, and yet be (ufhciently blind in this 
conſideration we have to ſpeak of 4 for the wiſdom of this 
world is fooliſhneſs nth Ged, Where is the = ? Where ts 
the Scrite ? Where is the diſÞuter of this world? Hath not God 
made fooliſh the wiſdoms of this world * 1 Cor.3,19, and chap, 
1,18—21. But the blindneſs here ſpoken of is, a being 
without the wifdom that is from above, a being deſtituce 
of ſpiritual underftanding ; And ſo this Angel was blind, 
if not wholly, yet ina great meaſure and in ſo great a 
meaſure as that our Saviour, the wiſdom of God figni- 
fieth chat he was blind. T hoſfethat are watchmen amongſt 
God's people, and who have high conceits of themſelves 
for knowledg, and piety, may yet have their eyes blinded 
with darkneſs, Hs wa'chmen, ſaith the Lord, are blinds 
they are all ignorant z there may be blind guides, blind 
leaders of the blind, and how (ad is it when it is thus ? 
Thes [urely their leaders cauſethem to err, and they that are led 
of them are deſtrozed 7 Iſa 56,10. & 3.12. 9.16, Matr, 
15.14. 823.24. Jer.2.8, This Angel and Church 
might be in ſuch a condition as the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaketh 
of when he ſaith, He that lacketh theſe things (to wit, 
theſe great and precious p:omiſes miniſtred in and with the 
Goſpel; he in whom theſe are not, and abound not, dwell 
not richly; ſoas he addeth nor to his faith virtue ; and to 
virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance and to 
temperance patiencez and to patience godline(s ; and to 
godlineſs brotherly-kindneſs ; and to brotherly- kindneſs 
charity 3 ſuch an one ) isbliad, and cannot (ee atarr off, 
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he is poreblind : He may ſee (ome things near hand, but he 
is ſo blind he cannot lee theſe things afarr offg te cannot tee 
withia the vailzhe cannot (ee into Heaven vhee Chiilk is, 
nor thoſe things *bove where he fitteth. Dent, 30, 11,12, 
Col. 3.1, Nor that bleſſ:d hops, and the glorious appeor- 
ing of the great God, ani our Saviow: Jeſus Chriſt: And 
the reaſon of that blinineſs the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of, and 
of this our Saviour chargeth this Angel and Church with, 
and reproveth them for, moy be one; to wit, the forget- 
ting that they were purged. trom their old fins; letting 
ſlip what they heard from the beginning, to wit, that 
Chriſt died tor the fins of Fews and Gezriles, and (© of all 
men, according to the Scriptures z and that he was buried 
and that he roſe again the third day, according to the 
Scriptures: W hereby Chriſt purged our old (ins, our fii ſt 
ſin, and finfulneſs, and through the knowledge whereof 
he waſhed our hearts from an evil conſcience, and ſpake 

eace to us and made us free : Had they kept this in an 

earty believing remembrance, they had been ſaved, and 
preſerved from this blindneſsz and they ſhould have con» 
tinued in the Son, andin the Father: Bur receiving and 
entertaining a forgettulne{s of this purgation, and of the 
means whereby it was efteRed, this contraRed blindneſs 
tothem, 2 Pet. 1. 3, 4—8,9. 1 Cor, 1+,1—4. 1Foh, 
2, 24—27. 2 Foh.6. And this blindneſs of theirs ap- 
peared, and was evident in two things: ( and wherever 
theſe thingsare found, doubtleſs they are in ſome meaſure 
blind, and ſoin the condition of this Angel and Church ) 
That is to ſay, 


I. They were grownlukewarm, as hath been (aid, and 
did not ſoperceive the preciouſne(s of Chriſt as to be zea- 
tous and fervent in ſeeking aiter him, that they might win 
him, aad be found in him: In lettiog flip the word - 

c 
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the beginaing of Chriſt, the viſion of all, the God of 
this world had blinded their minds, that they did not ſo 
diſcern the beauty and come!ineſs ot Chriſt, as to cry after 
the knowledge and injoyment of him, and choſe ſpiritual 
and eternal bleſſings1a him z but they were grown remils, 
and indifferent : Thoſe that in ſeeing ſee, and keep in their 
view the exceller.cy of Cluiſt, arefar from this diſtemper: 
To them that believe, he is precious, 1 Pet, 2. 6, A$ new 
born bades defire the breaſt, ſo they earneſtly deſire after 
more acquaintance with, injoyment of, and conformity 
unto him, 1 Pet 2, 2-4, And they areeven ſick of love; 
and reſtleſs in their ſpirits after him + As the hart panterh 
after the water brooks, ſo their ſouls pant atter him they 
are even conſumed with defire, and nothing will ſatisfy 
them but kim; Whom have they in Heaven but he ? and 
there is none on earth they deſire beſides him. Pſal, 42, 
1, 2, & 84. 1,2, & 63.1, 2. &73,25. Cant. 2, 35, 
Their ſoul followeth hard after him, and their zea) even 
conſumeth them, and leadeth chem to long, and inward! 

breath after, andearneſtly luſt for him, who is the chief- 
eſt among Ten thouſands. Pſal. 63. 3-3, With their 
ſoul they defire him in the nighe, yea, with their ſpirirs 
within them they ſeek him early. 7ſa. 26, 7—9, But 
contrarily, it is a certain evidence of blindneſs, when per- 
ſons are grown ſo heartleſs and indifferent, that they con- 
tent themſelves, without :1mz and deny, or delay to give 
entertainment to him 5 when he ſtandeth at the door, and 
knocketh for admiſſion, as it was with theſe. Rev. 3-20, 
When men by obſerving lying vanities forſake him, and 
will none of him; when they pte'er their works, riches, 
righteouſneſs, luſts and vanities, before him, and thoſe 


excellent treaſures in him, which only will traly inrich,. 


clothe, ſatisfy, and adorn them, it appcareth evidently 
ro him who knoweth all things, and to thoſe who have 
Gg 2 their 
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their underſtandings opened, that ignorance and darkneſs 
hath blinded their eyes, ſa, 52+ 13, 14, 15. So much 
the Apoſtle ſaith concerning the Gal..t#ans : O fooliſh Galg. 
tiens, faith he, who hath bewitched jou, that you ſhould nog 
obey the truth, before whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt h1th brey evi. 
dently ſet ferth, &c. Gal,z. 1, It was evident that they 
were become fooliſh and blind, and that ſome perſon or 
perſons had caſt a miſt before their eyes, in that they were 
removed from Chiiſt, and that grace in him; and did 
ſeek righteouſneſs, and (anRification elſewhere, and in- 
deavoured to perfect by the fleſh that which was begun by 
the ſpirit: When Chriſt was firſt diſplayed before them, 
he was then ſo excellent in their eyes, that they turned 
unto him from their fins and idols; they did run well 
for they did run unto him for all wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
and ſtrength, becauſe of the Lord his God, and for the 
Holy one of 7ſ-4e!, who had glorified him. Oh then 
what bleſſedne(s did they meet with, and ſpeak of,' in 
Chriſt ! But afterwards letting ſlip the preaching of the 
Croſs, they turned again to weak and beggerly elements: 
And on this account the Apoſtle calleth them fooliſh ones, 
blind ones, and bewitched perſons ; ic appeared evidently 
their eyes were blinded, or otherwiſe they would haye 
kept their firſt eſteem, and high prizing of Chriſt, G4/. 3, 
I—5, &4-8,9, 13—15. & 5.7, with, Iſa, 55.15, 
So alſo ir was too much with this Angel and Church 
they were blind, andit appeared that they were ſo, in thac 
they ſhut our Chriſt when he knocked for entrance, and 
undervalued him : And we may ſafely conclude as with 
reſpeR to our ſelyes, and others, that blindneſs hath 
happened to us inagreat meaſure, when our Jove to, and 
zeal for Chriſt is gone, and we are grown luke- 
WAarlM, wo— 

2. It appeared alſo and was evident that _—_ 

ind, 
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blind, becauſe together with their low efteem of Chrift, 
they had high thoughts, and conceits of themſelves, and 
of the goodneſs of their condition without him, and of 
their knowledge, parts, gifts, righteouſneſs, and inte- 
grity : They ſaid they were rich, and increaſed with gooas, 
and had nee of .othing ; when as in truth it was far others 
wiſe with them $ for they were wretched and miſerable, &c, 
They conceited they knew, and were ready to ſay they 
were wiſe, and the Law of the Lord was with them, when 
as indeed they were brutiſh and fooliſh, 7ey. 8, 7, 8. This 
was an undoubred evidence of their blindneſs, and is ſoof 
any man's, when he begianeth to be ſo well thoughred, 
and highly conceired of himſelf. Truly thoſe that walk 
in the light as God is in the light, they are helped to ſee, 
and bewail their ſhortneſs in every thing z and while they 
hear ſongs, even gloty to the righteous, they are ready 
tocry ont, our leanneſs, our leanneſs, woe unto us, the 
treacherous dealers have dealt treacherouſly with us z yea, 
the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherouſly, 1/a, 
24.16, They are ready with ſhame to complain, that they 
are more brutiſh then many and that they have not the 
underſtanding of a man z. that they have neither learned 
wiſdome, nor have the knowledge of the holy, Prov. 32; 
2,3. Fob26,14, 1 Cor, 13. 9—12, They are ready to 
confeſs and acknowledge, that they have not yet attained, 
neither are already perte& ( as to attainment ) but the 

follow after, if that they may apprehend that for whic 

alſo they are apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus: They count 
not themſelves to have apprehended, &c, Phil. 3. 11— 
16, Yea, the nearer the light they come, the more they 
ſee their vileneſs, readineſs to halt, inſufficiency to any 
thing that is good, uncleanneſs and pollution; ſo that 
they even abhorr themſelves in duſt, and aſhes and cry 
out as perſons undone, becauſe of their great — 
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and manifold defilements : Their comelineſs is even tyrn- 
ed into corruption, and they retain no ſtrength at all, 
2 Cor. 3.5. Pſal. 38. 17-—19, Fob. 40.4,5, &42, 5, 
6. Iſa. 6,3—5. Dan, 10. 8—-16,17. Rev,1.17, As 
perſons made ſenſible of their ſhortneſs of the knowledge 
of him, and conformity unto him, they cry out ; Open 
our eyes, give us underſtanding, teach us thy law graci- 
ouſlyz unite our hearts to fear thy name: Waſh us 
rhroughly trom all our iniquities, @'c, ſal. 119, 18= 20, 
33. 34-—37- 129,130, &130.7,8, & $6.7, lt is 
therefore an evidence without controverſy, . oÞttens great 
blindneſs and ignorance, when they have ſuctr'an over- 
weening conceit of themſelves, and ot their knowledge, 
fulneſs, and ſufficiency, of their goodneſs and upright. 
neſs, as had this Angel and Church, Such perſons are 
like to the Phariſees of old, who were very pure in their 
own eyes, and had ſome kind of righteouſneſs, and ap- 
peared righteous before men: T hey had very high thoughts 
of themſelves, as if they where whole, and knowing 
perſons, and needed nothing; hence (ome of them ſay, 
are we blindalſo? As it it were an hainous thing to ſup- 
poſe ſo of them, 7oh. 9, 40, Andone of them in ſpeak- 
ing to Chriſt ſaith, Maſter, thus ſaying thou reprocheſt us 
alſo. Asif it were a reproch to them to be ſulpeRed as, 
or reproved for, being guilty of ſuch evils as were: juſtly 
charged upon them, Z#4.11. 44,45, Thus alſo-it is 
with many perſons that have had ſome underſtanding of 
the graceof Godin Chtiſt co mankind as they begin to 
I:Nlen, and abate in their love to, and eſteem of Chriſt ; 
ſotogether here-with, they think unſoberly of themſelves; 
and are puffed up with conceits of their knowledge, in- 
regrity, and upright-heartedneſs ; when as indeed this is 
nothing elſe then che fruit and evidence of their blindneſs 
and ignorance. Nay generally, ſuch as deſerve moſt - 
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be reproved and blamed; and who give too frequently 
occafion to the adverſary to ſpeak reprochtully of that 
worthy name called upon them, they are the forwardeſt 
in proclaiming -their own goocnels, and moſt tender of 
their reputation, and moſt incenſed againſt ſuch as are 
ſeeking and purſuing their good: As it the God of this 
world had blinded their minds, that chey mighe the more 
ſecurely go on to their own deſt;uction, And ſurely, as 
hath been ſaid, ſuch like goodly thoughts of themſelves, 
as were found with this Ange] and Clutch, arean evident 
demonſtration that theyare blinds and profeſſing them- 
ſelves to be full, and wiſe , they become ſtill more 
fooliſh and brutiſh: And expoſe themſelves to thac 
great judgment of being ſpued out of the mouth of 
Chriſt, | 

And this conficeration that Chriſt's Angels and 
Churches may, after they have been inlightned into: the 
knowledge of the truth, become blind again, as ic fared 
with this Ange! and Church, may be ot uſefulneſs to us 

l, ———— , 

1, To admoniſh us,. not therefore to follow any as oar 
ouides, becauſe they are of the Church-of Chrift, yea 
though they are Angels therein z for it is poſſible, though 
their eyes have been opened, yet by.letting (lip what they 
have heard, they may become blind again: «And if the 
blind lead the blind, both will fall intothe ditch, Matt, 15, 
14, Nay, it is Certain they are blind it they.be grown 
lukewarm, and remiſs, and fit looſe from Chriſt, or ſhut 
him outs and together herewith are lifred up with pride, 
and high thoughts of their knowledge, fullneſs, atrain- 
ments : Concerning ſuch it may be ſaid z hearken nor co 
the words of theſe Prophets, they make you vain, they 
ſpeak a viſion of their own heart, and not ont of the mouth of 


the Lord, Jer, 23- 15,16, When once the viſion ot all 
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is unto them as thewords of a book that is ſealed; and 
they have no knowledgeof, or delight in it: When 
Chiif, who is therein witneſſed of, and lifted up, is dil- 
allowed, and fleighted by them; and they conceit them- 
ſelves well enough without him; it is a certain evidence 
and ftga that they are bliad, their eyes are covered and 
Cloſed ; and how ſhould we then ſafely follow them? 7/a. 
28, 12—16, &29,9—11, Let us remember them who 
have ſpoken unto us the word of the Lord, and follow 
their faith unto whom Chriſt is precious ; and conſider 
them, the end of whoſe converſation, in all they are ex- 
erciſed unto, is Feſws Chrift the ſame, yeſterday, and to day, 
and for ever. Heb, 13.7] --9. 

2, Seeing they may become blind who have been in- 
lightened into the knowledge of the truth; let us ex- 
amine onr ſelves, and (earch and try our hearts and ways, 
whither ic be not ſo with us: Theſe things are written for 
our inſtruction and learning, upon whom the ends of the 
worldare come : Let us aot think we have ever the more 
a good underſtanding, becauſe we think and ſay, we are 
rich, but rather ſuſpe&R our ſelves, if ſuch a vain thought 
lodge within us : For if any man think he knowtth any thing, 
he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know : But if any man 
love Godin Chriſt, if his heart cleave wnto bim with full pur- 
poſe the ſame is known and owned of bim. 1 Cor, 8. 1 —3. 
There is indeed a great boaſt of knowledge in the world 
in theſe laſt days, and men have high conceits of them- 
ſelves, and of their riches and fullneſs; but, Oh thar, 
notwithſtanding their crying up ot their knowledge, and 
the goodneſs of their condition, it appear not at laſt chat 
they are blind, and foolith, and deſtitute of love to Chriſt, 
and that gold and white raiment which he hath to ſell! Yea, 
let us all be jealons of our ſelves; and let us not be high- 


minded , but fear : Doubtleſs if once we think we are 
Lords, 
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Lords, and come not continually unto Chriſt, we are nof 
ſuch perſons as we conceive our (elves ro be, but darkne(s 
hath blinded our eyes : Andift we be convinced it bethus 
with us4 and to the end we may know what condition we 
are in, —— 

3. Bewe all exhorted toliſten to the counſe! here giv- 
en unto us by tl\is wiſe and gracious counſellour, to wit, 
let us an0izt owr eyes with Eye-ſalwve, that ne may ſee: And 
that we may (0 do, is to be ſeen in the next place — 
US, —— 

2, That there is Eje-ſalve a'ſo prepared for them that 
are blind, wherewith anointing their eyes they may ſee, 
We hay* ſeen before, that thereis ge!/ tried in the fire, 
for thoſe that are wretched, and miſerable, and poor : And 
white raiment for naked ones,. nhereniuub they ma) be c othed, 
ſo as the ſhame of their nakedueſs may 18t appear. And here 
is fignified to us, that there is Eye-ſalveailo to be had, to 
care and heal the blindneſs ot the eyes, In Chriſt, as 
declared in the teſtimony, there is all compleatneſs pre- 
pared for us, tor ſupplying all our wants, and healing all 
our diſeaſes. P/al. 103.1— 3, Colof,2. 3.9,10, In that 
feaſt which is prepared by means ot the marriage of our 
Nature to the Divine Nature, in the perſon of the word, 
the Son of God; there is a compleat proviſion for us 
poor, empty, miſerable, diſeaſed creatures : And hither- 
roare invited, not only the poor, and the maimed, and 
the halt, but the blind alſo: For therein there is cure and 
healin2 for them, Mart, 22, I —4—8, Lit, 14,16 — 
21, The father hath (o loved the Son, that he hath given 
all things into his hand, into his poſſeſſion, and diſpoſe, 
Foh. 3.35. And though it be marvellous in our eyes, and 
hath been wondred at, that the b/ind ſhould receive their 
ſight, yet it is eaſy with him unto whom all power is giv- 
en both in Heaven, and on _ Matt, 15, 30,31, & 
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28, 18, Though there be no healing medicine among 
men, yet he can hea] this diſeaſe alſo, no word 15 impoſh- 
bleunto him Fey 30. 12-17. 

But before we come to (peak to this InſtryRion parti- 
culatly, it may be uſeiul ro conſider and give Anſwer 
unto this Queſtion, which may reaſonably be propound- 
ed. VIZ, 


Queſt. W''y 48th the Amen, the {ait''ul and true witne(s, 
counſel this Angel and Church ton; of him Gill, and White 
raiment ;, and not alſo this Eyr- alive? uherefore is the Phraſe 
here altered * He had ſaid. I co:nſel thee to buy, as-mith re- 
ſpef# to the two former particulars ; and now the Phraſe us 
changed, and here he ſaith, aneint thine eyes, &c, what 
nay the Reaſon hereaf be # 


Anſw. 1. In general we may ſay, doubtleſs there is 
e00d reaſon forit, though it be hidden from me, who ar 
ſuch a babe, and (ſo unsk1ltul in theſe things : For there is 
notthe leaſt word, variation, or change, made uſe of in 
theScripture by the Spirit of God, bur it is (o uſed and 
done in much wiſdom, -and upon weighty accounts, all 
the words of whoſe mouth are in righteouſneſs, and giv- 
en forth in judgment: And therefore oftentimes called 
judgment, and judgments. ſa. 51.4. Pſal. 105.5, And 
hence I believe, though I may not (ee wherefore, that 
there is good cauſe for the altering the manner of expieſ- 
fion here in this part of che counſel : And had T more a- 
nointed mine eyes with this eye-ſa/ve, I might have better 
ſeen the cauſe, ſoas to have been help'ul to others, in giv- 
ing afatisfaRory Anſwer hereto. Bur, 

2, :More particularly ; 1 conceive, as hath been inti- 
mated before, that though this part of the counſel be 
placed laſt in the order of words, yet it is firſt ro be re- 

ceived 
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ceived and obſerved in order of nature z for how can we 
{o highly value this gold and white raiment, as to buy, in 
ſelling all chat we have, unleſs we firſt in ſome meaſure 
tee the worth and value thereof? Now, therefore this 
Eye-ſalve is brought unto us preventingly, and we are in- 
ſtructed to angrnt owr ces herewith, betore it be required 
ot us to buy : Theeye mult fi:ft be opened, before wecan 
curn from darineſs to light, and from the power of Satan units 
God, AQts 26. 18. It cannot reaſonably be expeRed from 
us, that we-thould forſake all we have, or be ſaved from 
our ſins and idols, until our eyes be opened, and we ſee, 
and have found this treaſure: Hence that call, Look wnto 
me, and be ye (aved, to wit, from your iniquities and va- 
nitiesz bur firſt, loot unto me, ſaith Iſa, 45, 22, The king- 

me of Heaven is like unto atreaſure hidin a field, the which 
when 4 man hath found he hideth ; and for jey thereof goeth 
and ſelleth all that he bath, and buyeth that field: But firſt, 
before he buyeth, in ſelling all that he hath, he fiadeth 
it, and diſcerneth and perceiveth the excellency of it, (0 
as it cauſeth joy unto him, Matt. 13.44 —46, Prov.31, 
16, Soheresz this Angel and Church is inſtructed with» 
out, and before buying to axoint their eyesz and thetr, and 
ro that end, that they buy thoſe unſearchable riches, and 
invaluable treaſures of Chriſt Jeſus, which are here ſet 
before them,: and the excellency whereof is propounde@ 
co them, -—— 


Now then in (peaking unto this Inſtru&ion, we ſhall 
1aquire into and ſhew, 

1, Whar are-#beſe eyes of theirs here ſpoken of, and 
whichthey are called upon to anoint 2 — 

2, What is ths Eye-[alve here commended to them, 
wherewith they ſhould anoint their eyes? — 

3. . What is this avointing the eyes which is here called 
for, and counſelled unto 2 — 


H h 2 4, Shew, 


5 — 


236 Needful Counſel for 


4. Shew, That this is prepared for them, and 
brought unto them, that they may anoint their eyes here- 
with, — 

1, What are theſe yes of theirs here ſpoken of, and 
which they are called upon to anoint 9 — 

To this we may ſay z Not their outward or bodily eyes: 
For here the holy Spiric ipeaketh of ſpiritual things, as 
hath in ſome meaſure been thewn. And it appeareth 
their blindne's was not upon the bodily eye, becauſe they 
would then have known it: Put of thele he ſaith, thou 
knoweſt not that thou art blind, They were inſenfible of 
their miſery ; which very rarely, it ever, perſons are of 
their outward blindneſs; unleſs (uch as are wholly be- 
reaved of judgment : But there are other eyes, to wit, 
thoſe of the ſoul, the mind, or underſtanding of a man g 
that faculty of the {oul whereby a man may ſee, whea ir 
is opened, ſuch things as the bodily eye cannot diſcerne: 
And of theſe inward eyes our Saviour here ſpeaketh: 
Their underſlandings were darkened. Ephel, 4. 18, Their 
minds were blinded. 2 Cor. 4.4. & 3.14. Thele eyes 
are called, the eyes of the underſtar, ding. Epheſ. 1,18, Of 
theſe eyes our Saviour ſpeaketh, when he faith ro his Dj- 
ſciples ; perceive ye not yet, neither underſtand? Have ye 
your hearts yet bardened? Having eyes ſee ye not > — Howis 
& that you do not nnderfland? Mark 8, 17—21,— And of 
theſe eyes the Apoſtle meaneth, when he ſaith co the Ga- 
latlans ; who hath bewitched you, that ye ſhould nat oley the 
truth, before whoſe eyes Feſus Chriſt hath been eviden' ly ſet 
forth crucified, among you? Gal. 3.1. He wasnever cru- 
cified in the view of their bodily eyes, for he was crucified 
at Jeruſalem 3 but he was (et forth crucified before theeyes 
of their underſtanding in the glorious Goſpel, Theſe 
eyes may be ſufficiently blind and dark as with reſpe& co 
ſpiritual things, though the bodily eye be never ſo quick- 

lighted, 
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ſighted; and though a man may be rich in the knowledg 
and (ight of natural or moral things: So it was with this 
Angel ani Church; and therefore this gracious and 
faithful Counſcller inſtruQeth, and counſelleth them to 
anoint their ezes, to wit, of the undetſtanding, with this 
Eye-(alve. 

2, What is this Eye ſalve here ſpoken of, and com- 
mended to them, by this faithful and trae Witnels > 

This allo is to be underſtood in a (ſpiritual confiderati- 
on; and hereby is not meant che Wiſdom of this world, 
orof the Princes of this world ;, for this will not open 
the eyes of the blind into the knowledge of the Crols, of 
Chriſt, and the ends and virtues thereof, nor into the 
preaching thereo' : But theſe things are fooliſhneſs to 
them that ſeek aſter this wiſdom, 1 Cor. 1. 18—23.. The 
nataral and animal man receiveth not the things of the Spt- 
rit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him, wor can herknow 
them, becauſe th:y are ſpiritually diſcerned, '1 Cor, 2, 14. 
And hence the Holy Ghoſt hath inſtruRed thoſe that -are 
wiſe with this ſeeming wiſdom, ts become. fools, that they 


niſhed che believers to beware of Philſophy, Col.-z, $,9.; 
And the Apoſtle avoided i uſe of it, in declaring the 
teſtimony of God, 1 Coy, 1, 17, and Chapter 2, 1—5, 


'But-by this Eye-ſalve- is meant, the Word of Truth, : 


the Goſpel of. our Salvation, eſpecially the firſt branch of 
itz in which is declared to us the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
and what he hath thereby effected for ns in himſelf, and 
obtained into himſelf, and-is become, 

And that this is meant by the ' Fye-(alve here com- 
mended to us, may appear. 

t. By thename put upon it, 2nd that by this ſame A- 
poſtle to whom this book of the Revelation was ſent and 
fignified ; ic is by him called 4s #n#1ox, and the anoint- 


me : 


might be wiſe, as before, 1 Cor.3. 18.—20:” and admo» 
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ing : So the Apoſtle aith to the believers ; Ye have ye- 
ceived an union fromthe Holy ont, and ye know ail thizgs 
That is, they had received the truth, the word of truth, 
which appeareth to be the thing meant by chat expreſſi- 
on; That which they had heard from the beginning ; to wit, 
that Chriſt died for onr fins according to the Scriptures, and 
was buritd, and roſe again the third day, according to. the 
Scriptures, 1 John 2, 20--24, with 1 Cor, 15.1, 4, And 
ſo 1t is called the anointing ; which is the very ſame 
thing, when he faith, The anernting ye have received of 
him abideth: in. you's and ye need no that any man teach 
you, tut 'as the (ixat-anvitting teatbeth you of all things, 
axdis truth, and-is nolge, &c, 1 Joha2:.27, And inthis 
teſtimony of Jeſus,: the Holy Spirit, which is the Oyl 
wherewnh-Chiiſt. was anointed above his tellows, :15 al- 
ways preſeatinthe faithſul-declaration-0t- it, - 7ſa; 64, 1, 
Heb,"T, 9. AﬀFs 10; 38) Yea; becauſe. this Goſpel was- 
given. forth by the Spirits \and: becauſe the Spirit is al- 
ways:preſent with it 4 therefore it is (eſpecially as now 
revealed) bork catled'the miniſtration of the Spirit; and 
the Spirit; 2 C9753; 658.. Foba 6, 63: -Epbeſ. 6 v7; Fohs: 
7.38, J39- & 3,6, A597. KI.— * | 
2, Ic appeareth alſo, that by. this Fye-ſalve-is.meant. 
the Goſpel of 'Chrift, or teftimony of the Lord, becauſe! 
this is that which openeththe/eyes of: the underſtanding, 
that men! may ſee; for which-purpoſe, -and ro'which) 
end, this Angel and Chorch'is countelted to ufe this:£ye- 
ſalve; So it is ſaid, The trftimony. of the Lord is ſure, ma- 
king wiſe the ſimple; towit, opening their eyes,. and re- 
vealing -to- them! that obje&,, in knowing whith they 
may be made wiſe : And the commandment of 'the . Lord. 
(the old and new Commandment; rhe 'Goſpel-of Chriſt) 
i pure, enlightening the tyes; Plal) 19; 7,8, So much the: 
Prophet elſewhere alſo fignifieth, when he ſaith, The. ex- 
Irapce 
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trakce of thy wirds (namely, tie word of tix hegunning af 


Chriſt) givetv light, (to difcover all-things) ayd #8 gi- 
weth underſtanding (to wit, capacity tor ſeerng) wito the 
ſemple: It giverh both light and fight, without both 
which a man cannot ſee; though a mans eyes be never 
{o good, yet he cannot {ee in the dark, - But this .teſti- 
mony of the Lord is the anedzam for diſcovering all 
things ; and this giveth. capacity for diſcerning the-things 
Ciſcovered alſo. So wonvertulare the teſtimonies of the 
Lord, eſpecially in the firſt and fundamental things of 
them, Pſal, 119. 129, 130: So allo the Apoſtle figni- 
heth, that the Spiric of wiſdom and revelation is given 
in the knowledge, or dotrine of Chriſt, both for open- 
ing the eyes of the underſtanding , and for diſcovering 
and revealing Chriſt, and all things in him, Zpheſ, 1. 17, 
18, Certainly, as the,power of the: Lord-was preſent 
with Chriſt to heal bodily diſealſes and infirmities, to 
cure the deaf and blind, while he was here in his -perſo- 
nal Miniſtration, Luke 5. 17, So alſo the hand and 
power of the Lord, yea, his arm is put forth in. and 
with this word, ſo as the preaching of the 'Croſfs is the 
power of God. for healing the diſeaſes 'of the Soul; for 
giving" fight to the blind minds of men, Pſal, 107. 20: 
I'Cor, 1. 17,18, 23,24, Hence it is ſaid , That the 
Spirit of the Lord was upon Chriſt , becauſe the Lord 
anointed him to preach the Goſpel to the poor , and 
therewith to preach recovering of fight to the blind, Zuke 
4.18. He is become a good Phyfician, and he giveth 
fight to the blind, by anointing them with that oyl that 
iS in thename of the Lord, And the Apoſtle when he 
was ſent tothe people, and to the Gentiles, to open thedy 
eyes, andio turn them from darkneſs to light, 8cc. was lens 
with this Eye-[alve to preach the firſtand. great thigs of 


Gods Law to them z and ſo much he giveth us to under- 
ſtand, 
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ſtand, continue, ſaith he, to this day, witneſsins loth to 
ſmall and great ; ering none other thing then theſe which the 


Prophets and Moſes di4 ſay ſhould come to paſs, That Chriſt 
ſhould ſuffer, 434 that he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould riſe 
from the dead and heuld ſhew light unto the people, and to 
the Gentil:s , 'Ats 26. 17,18- 23, To the ſame pur- 
poſe alſo he ſpeaketh to the Epheſians, Chapter 3. $, 9, 
Un:o me is this grace given, that 1 ſhoald preach among the 
Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt , and to make all 
men ſee; towit, in thus preaching : Thereby he made 
them ſee, that they might ſee. This was the Eye- ſalve 
which is here commended unto us, Ignorant are they of 
the wonderfulneſs of the teſtimony ot the Lord, and of 
its excellent uſetulneſs for converting and reſtoring the 
Soul, That call it the letter, and a dead letter, as if it were 
meet for nothing: When as indeed it is the power of 
God for ſaving men from their blindneſs, and ignorance, 
and from all their iniquities and idols; and they prove 
and experiment it (0 to be , that with the heart believe 
it: Hence it is called, not onely the Goſpel of our (al- 
vation, but the ſalvation of Godalſo, Fpheſ. 1.13, As 
28. 238, And as Chriſt is called the Light , both becauſe 
he diſcoverechall things to us faithfully, and openeth the 
eyes of the blind; Soalfo the commandment is ſaid to 
be a lamp, and the law light z becauſe hereby all things 
are manifeſted, and this giveth underſtanding : Yea, 
herewith Chriſt is preſent unto the end of the world, 
and hereby he giveth light to them that are in darkneſs, 
Fohw 1,6—9, with Prov, 6.23, Iſs, 42. 1—7, Jeſus 
Chriſt, in ſhewing unto his Apoſtles in the Scripture 
the things concerning himſelf 5 towit, that he hath ſuffer- 
ed and riſen again from the dead the third day ; then, and 
thereby opened anto them the Scripturesz and opened 
cheir underſtandings , that they might _ 

Cti- 
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Scriptures , Luke 24, 25=27, 32, 44,45—47. This 
then is the Eye-ſalve wherewith they ſhould anoint their 
eyes, tO wit, the reſt {mony of Feſus , (eſpecially in the 
firſt things of it) which is the ſpiri* of 1»;+b-cy, Rev, 19. 
ro, and the union whereby they mi; 't Tall things, 
1 John 2, 20, 21, 

3. What isthis anointing the eyes here called for, and 
counſelled unto ? 

Surely hereby is meant, a receiving this Teſtimony of 
Feſws , and retaining it in the midſt of che hearty, Or, as 
having reference torhe Metaphor, a putting it upon the 
eye, and ſuffering it there to abide, and enter in, and take 
place z not reſiſting, or putting it away, Herein is im- 
plied, that this Eye-ſalve 15 brought nigh in due time un- 
to men; yea, tO ſuch alſo as have ſuffered a decay of 
thoſe things wrought in them by the glorious Goſpel: 
The word is #igh thee, (aith the Apoſtle, in thy mouth, and 
in thine heart, that is the word of faith which we preach, 
*Tis brought nigh to men in the preaching of it, that it 
might bereceived and entertained by them, Rom, 10, 8, 
Now that which is here required, is, that they ſhould 
anoint their eyes herewith that they ſhould embrace it, 
and not put it away from them: This was the great evil 
found with the Fews, when the Apoſtles preached the 
Goſpel to them z and that which cauſed them to turn to 
the Gentiles, That when the word of God was ſpoken 
ro them, they put it away from them , and would none 
of it : Had they entertained ic , it would have opened 
their blind eyes ; but they refuſed it, and rejeRed this 
word of {a;yation ſent to them, 4s 13. 45, 46, The 
contrary hereto was required of this Angel and Church ; 
Namely, that they would receive, and let that abide in 
them, which they had heard at the beginning z As 
1 Fohn 2, 20, 2124, Fohs 9, 11—15, Zuke 9, 44, 
As Salve will not cureany bodily infirmity or — 

hs els 
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unleſs it be laid upon it, and appyed thereto : So al(o it 
is neectul, to the end our ſpiritual blindneſs may be re- 
moved and cured , that this Eye-Jalve, the teſtimony of 
Feſme, be received and kept by us, and laid to our eyes» 
aS it were, and ſuffered there to abide according to 
what the Proverb ſaith: My ſon, attend to my words, in- 
cline thine ear wnto my ſayiness lt them xot depart from 
thine eyes, (but apply them thereto as Salve) keep them 
in the midſt of thine heart ;, for they are life unts thoſe that 
find them, and medicine to all their fleſh, Prov, 4.20 +-22, 
& 3,11—23, And (ocettainly chat which is contained 
in this counle), that they ſhould anoint their eyes, is like 
unto thats My ſor, keep my woras, and lay wp my com* 
mandments withthees keep my commandments, and live, and 
wy law as the apple of thixe eyes : Bind them »pon thy fin- 
gers, write them upon the table of thine heart, &c. Prov. 7. 
I—4. Fohn 14, 21—24, 1 Fohn 2,4, 5, Tie anoint= 
ing then here called for, and counſelled unto, is an em- 
bracing and keeping upon the eyes thoſe things they had 
heard from the beginning in the Goſpel of Chriſt ; which 
would heal and cure their blind eyes, and help them to 
ſee and behold chat which at preſent they were ignorant 
of, and unacquainted with, Reve/, 3, 3. 1 Corinth, 15, 
LY m——_ 

4. Wecome inthe next place to ſhew, that this Fye- 
ſalce is prepared for the blind, and brought nigh unto 
chem in due time, that they might anoint- their eyes here- 
with, that they may (ee. This Goſpel hath been: wit- 
nefled and preached from the beginning, The Spirit of 
Chriſt in the Prophets did teſtifie before-hand the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, andthe Glory that ſhould tollow, x Pee, 
I, 9—1:. And therewith God was converting and re» 
ſtering the ſoul from its wandrings and diſeaſes, Pal, 19, 7. 
But now the myſtery is ſo opened, as in former times ir 

was 
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was not, The myſtery which was kept ſecret ſince the world 
began, ws now revealed, and made manifeſt ; and by the 
Scriptures of the Prophets, according to the commandment of 
the everlaſting God, made known to all nations for the obe- 
dience of faith, Rom. 16. 25,26, And this Goſpel, as 
thus revealed, is in the Scriptures of truth preſerved 
amongſt his Angels and Churches, through the wonder- 
fulneſs of Gods working, whereby they have great ad- 
vantage given unto them, Kew, 3.1, 2, This is commit- 
ted to them, and they are betruſted with it, in the re- 
cords thereof, that thereby they mighr anoint their eyes, 
and might ſhine as lights in the world , holding forth the 
word of life, 1 Tim, 3. 15, Phil. 2, 15,16, And in 
due time God is bringing this nigh unto them, and gi- 
ving itunto them, that it might be received, This com- 
wandment, this word of faith, is not bidden from thee, ne» 
ther is it far off : 1t is u#! in Heaven, that thow ſbouldſt ſay, 
ho ſhall goup for us to Heawen, and bring it un'o ws, that 
we may hear it , and do 1: ? Neiiher is it beyond the ſea, 
that thou ſhowldeſt [4y Who ſha'! go over the [ea , that we 
may hear it, aud doit ? Bus the word is very nigh nnto thee, 
in thy mouth, and in thine heart . that i the word -f faith 
which we preach, ſaith the Apoſtle, Deut, 30, 11 — 14, 
with Row. 10.8, 14—21, It is given unto the blind 
in due ſeaſon, as is intimated, in that the Wiſdom of 
God ſaith, Receive my ſayings, Prov, 4.10, Receive my 
inſtrntion, Prov,8.4—10. & 19, 20, For 4a man can 
receive nothing, except it be given him from above, John 3, 
27, As God hath written unto us excellent things in 
counſels, and knowledge, even the great things ©! his 
Law; ſoindue time he is ſhewing them unto men, to 
them that have the Name of Chriſt called upon them 
eſpecially ; and bringing nigh unto them , and ſtrengeh- 
ning them to receive and —_ them 5 thac the _ of 
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their underſtandings might be enlightened thereinto, and 
© thereby, into all things needtul to be known and under- 
ſtood by them: Yea, and this Eye-ſalve may be had 
freely in its preventing operations; not onely without 
money and price, without worth and worthineſs, for fo 
the Gold and White Raiment may be had, as hath been 
ſhewa ; but alſo without buying. And weare not inſtruct- 
ed, as before is ſaid, to buy this Zye-ſalve, to part with 
any thing, before we anoint our eyes; but weare counſel- 
led co receive, and apply this to our eyes freely, that we 
may ſee: And then, and fo to buy thoſe unvaluable trea- 
ſures here commended to us. 

And this inſtruction may be uſeful to us, 

I, To ſhew unto usthe finfulne(s and provoking na- 
cure of their ſin, and juſtneſs and ſeverity of their pu- 
niſhment ; who cloſe, their eyes, or remain blind, when 
ſuch Salve is prepared for them, and brought nigh unto 
them in due ſeaſon: Such have no cloke for their ſins, 
but are willingly ignorant, who rej:& or deſpiſe this re< 
medy provided for them of God. And how ſhall they 
eſcape, that neglef# ſo great ſalvation ? If there were no 
Salve prepared for the blind, or if ic were not brought 
nigh untothem, or might not be had freely, men mighe 
have ſome excuſes they mighe ſay, Alas, we ate blind, 
and how then ſhould we ſeek for healing > and poor and 
miſerable, and how then ſhould we buy it ? But what 
will they now haveto ſay, who periſh for lack of know- 
ledge, eſpecially where the Scriptures are vouchſafed 2 
If they ſhall be inexcuſable, unto whom the Word and 
Oracles of God have not been afforded, nor committed, 
Rom;.1, 19,20, 21. How much rather inexcuſable will 
they be, and of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 
{hall they be counted worthy, who remaia in blindneſs 
aad ignorance, unto whom he hath givea aad ſhewed -1 

' word, 
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word, and afforded more choice advantage and means ? 
Plal. 147. 19, 20, Rom. 3,142, For the hart of the 
danzhter of my people, 1 am hurt, ſaith the Prophet, 7 am 
black, aſtoniſhment hath taken hold on me: Is there no balm 
in Gilead? !s there no Phyſician there 2 Why then is not the 
hart of the 4.ughter of my people recovered? Fer. $. 20--22. 
Great is their (in, and terrible will be their judgment fo 
perſiſting, that hate knowledge, and will not chuſe the fear of 
the Lo-4: Or after their eyes have been opened , wink 
therewith, and cloſe them, and will not behold the Ma- 
jelly of th» Lord, nor make uſe of this Medicine prepa- 
red , leſt they (hold ſee with thelr eyes, — and under fland 
with their heart, and be converted, and Chriſt jhould heal 
them, Matth 13.13— 15, Prov. 1, 20 = 29, IA. 27, 
11, Oh that we may none of us be guilty of. ſuch like 
folly and madnels as this is ! —— | 

2, [a that this Eye-ſalve is prepared and brought unto 
the blind, and to ſuch of them alſo as are become blind 
after their eyes have been op:nedz we may herein per- 
ceive and ſee, thar God hath no pleaſure in the deſtruion 
of (uch: He w.al/! bave all men to be [at ed, and come to the 
know!edge of thetruth : And much rather ugwilling is he, 
that thoſe little ones ſhould return unto, and remain in 
bl:ndneſs, who have known God, or rather been known 
of him, 1 Tim, 2. 4---6, Matt, 18. 11, He hath every 
way of his goodneſs provided for us miſerable and help- 
leſs ones, that we might not remain in our miſerable 
condition, but might be brought back to God, Pal. 68, 
Io, 1Pet.3,18, There is a Medicine prepared, and in 
due time brought nigh unto us, and which may be had 
freely by as, to the end we might be healed and cured : 
For this gracious Counſellour hath no pleaſu:e. none at 
all in our miſery and deftruRion, while it # called to day : 


For he came not to jwage the world , but to ſave the norld. 
| And 
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Andin him we may ſee the Father, and be afſure4 tat ke 
&s nit will:ng that any man ſhould periſh, but that all ſhon'd 
come torepentance, John 12.44 — 47.2 Pet, 3, 9,15; There- 
fore he hath not onely provided durable riches, that we 
migit be iariched thereby, 2- Cor. 8, 9, and durable 
clothing, that we might be covered and adorned there- 
with, Rom,13.12 -—14, but Eye-ſalve alſo, for gi- 
ving fight unto us, 14, 42, 1-—6—7. And may not 
hethen ſay to us, a$ he did to his people in former times? 
Fuage, | pray you, betwixt me and my vintyards; what conld 
have been done morc to my wvine)ard that I bave not done in 
it? Ia.s5. 3,4, May he not appeal tous, and fay, What 
iniquity have you ſound inme 3} Have I been a wilderne[s 
unto Iſxacl? a land of darkneſs ? Jer. 2, 5—- 31, May 
we not herein read, and be :ffured of his gracious heart 
towards us, and know that he bath xo pleaſure in the death 
of bimthat dieth, though he be rebuking and threatning 
of them? Ezeb, 18, 32, Rev, 3, 19, Ohthar we may 
never deſpiſe ſuch reſtimonies of Love, and riches of 
200dne(s, but that we may thereby be led torepentance ; 
and moved and prevailed with thanktully to accept of his 
abundaat grace, Roms. 2, 4, 5- | 
3. It mayalfo be uſeful unto us to perſwade, and pre- 

yail with us, to ſuffer the word of exhorcation, and ts 
anoint onr eyes with this Eye-ſalve, that we may fee, Let 
us not by obſerving lyiag vanities toriake our own mer- 
cy; but be we exhorted to receive and keep onr fathers 
commndment, and forſake we not the law of our mother , 
but let ws bind th:m conti-ual'y upon onr heart (like 2 Salve 
0 a Sore) and ye them avout our neck, that they may lead 
us, and guide us ; for the commandment is a ':mp, and the 
law light, Prov, 6. z0— 23, He 1s a gracious Coun- 
ſellour, who :iveth to us this good counſel s one who 
hath given intallible proof of the truth and ſincerity 
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his loveto us, in that he laid dawn his life (or us , that he 
might take it 1p again: And who ig defirous of our good, 
and woul.! not that we ſhould contigue in our blindneſs 
2nd ignorance z and hath cherefore prepared for us, and 
is bringing nigh to us this Fye- ſalve, that we might make 
uſe of it, thit we might embrace it, and our hearts 
might retain his wores, that we might live, Conſider 
we the calinc(s of tits Yoke, and lightnefs of his Burden 
which he putteth upon us, Hi Commandment herein 
is not grizvons; he Cort not require we ſhould purge 
away our in by S:crifice , or make our peace with 
Gol oy any wildom or ftrengch of ours : He calleth not 
uDU:3 135 to get and povide for our ſelves Eye- ſalve, or to 
9 and ſeck it we know not wiete, We might then (ay, 
Alas, we are blind and poor , how ſhould we do ſuch 
things! Pur behold che eafineſs of his requiringsz he 
onely ſaith, Aneint thine eyes with Fye- ſalve ;, apply it, 
andlec it not Cepatt from thine eyes, If he had com- 
manded us ſome hard thing, there h:d been reaſori ſufhi- 
cient for us to have done it, it poſſible ; becauſe our good 
is ſo much concerned herein, and ours onely : For it doth 
not adventage him at all ; how much rather when he 
ſaith, Anoint and ſee, Micah 6, 6-8, Matth, 11. 28 — 
z0. 1 Johns. 3. 2King.5.13, Let us then hear his 
counltl, and receive his inſiruition , that we may be wiſe in 
the latter end, Prov, 4. 1—-5. & 14. 20, Or other- 
wiſe we mu't needs be, and remain in a miſerable condi- 
tion. And this will turther appear in the laſt Particu- 


Jars VIZ, —= 


>, That to the end Chriſts Angels and Churches may 
win him, and thoſe heavenly ' Treaſures hid in him, it is 
needful, That they anoint their eyes with this Eye-ſalve, that 


they may ſee, This is intimated tous inthe counſel here 
pIVen 3 
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givens and intheend of it, And indeed this branch of 
che counſel may give anſwer unto, and remove a doubt, 
that may be, and ariſe in our jealous heares, on che hear- 
ing of this counſel given to ſuch wretched piteous per- 
ſons as theſe were: For they might be ready to ſay, — 


Queſtion, How may we be perſwaded to believe the ron- 
tents of this Counſel ? This Counſellour threatreth to ſpur Ms 
ont of bis mouth, and tefleth us that we are poor miſerable crea- 
tures ; and ſpeaketh as if he were highly offended with us, 
and greatly incenſed againſt us : How can we then believe 
that he ſhowld in earneſt propoſe t0 ns ſuch enriching gold, 
and ſuch excellent rajment , as is here commended to us ? 
Whence ſbould ſuch grace be to ſuch unworthy ill deſerving 
ones 4s weare? It is poſrible that trat which he here cafleth 
npen us t0 buy, is nothing elſe but counterfeit, and not (0 ex- 
cellent as he would perſwade ns it i5 5 how ſhall we know whe- 


ther this be right gold, or ſuch exeellent raiment, as it is ſfent- 
fied to be ? 


Anſwer. To give anſwer to ſuch a jealoufie, and ſuſ- 
picious thought , this may be addedy or howeyer it is 
proper to purge it our of us, Ir is indeed admirable 
grace, excellent loving kiadneſs, ſuch as cannot be ex- 
preſſed or conceived; and it may well be marvellous in 
our eyes, if it be duly conſidered by us, Pſal, 36. 7. But 
yet to the end we might be aſſured of, and ſatisfied in 
the goodne(s and reality of the Treaſures here commend- 
edto us; before he requireth us to buy, he firſt, in order 
of nature, willeth us to avoint our eyes with this Eye-ſalve, 
that we may ſee. He migh: upon his own authority, as 
being our Lord, have commanded us to buy, andto have 
depended wholly upon his w5:d tor what he ſaith, with- 
out ſeeing with our eyes; but he condeſcendeth to us in 
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2 more pracious way, and inſtruRerh us to open our eyes 
that we might be ſatisfied, And in ſome ſort, though 
not fully, he dealeth with us as he did with Thomas, when 
he was fo flow of heart to believe yea, reſolved nor to 
believe that Chriſt was raiſed again, except he ſaw ſuch 
things as might remove all doubtfulneſs out of him; our 
S2v:our was then pleaſe-{ to give him ſuch an evident 
demonſtration, and infallible proot of the truch of what 
he was doubttul concerning, that he crieth out, as one 
abundantly convinced of his former evil; 2 Lord, and 
my God: So in ſome {ort he dealeth here; though he 
preſenteth not himſelt ro our bodily eyes, yer he coun- 
{elleth us to anoint the eyes of our underſtanding, that we 
may ſee, and might no longer have any doubttulnels re- 
main in us, Fohn 1. 39 —46. 

[a this InſtruRion then let us conſider theſe two things 
which are needtul to be (poken to. —— 

1, Whatis that we ſhould anoigt oureyes for, that we 
may ſee ? 

2. Why is it needful to anoint our eyes herewith, that 
we may ſee ? 

1, Whar is that we ſhould anoint our eyes for , that 
we may ſee? What is it that is needful co be ſeen by us? 
To this we may ſay, it is needful to our buying thoſe ex- 
cellent Treaſures, to ſee -—— 

1. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and that durable 
riches and righreouſneſs-in him and the means whereby 
heis become ſuch arich treaſury and ſtore-houſe of all the 
fulneſs of grace and truth, that of his fulneſs we mighe 
receive, and grace for grace 'to wit, his humbling him- 
ſelf, and becoming obedient to death, the death of the 
croſs , for all this is the price of his blood, and procure- 
ment of his ſufferings for us, This is needful for us to 
{ce, even thoſe heavenly I commodities that 
K are 
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are here tobe bou2ht by his Angels and Churches, Ir is 
but a reaſonable thing we ſhould (ee what we are invited to 
buy in parting with all for z And Chriſt, and the unſearch- 
able riches of him are dilcoveredto ns in, and by this eye- 
ſalve, the teſtimony of Jeſus, and weare thereby inabled 
co behold them, As well as alſo, here is ſhewa unto us 
the abaſement of Chriſt, where-through he hath obtained 
all chings into his hand tor us; here we may ſee the great 
ſufferings he indured for us; io the Apoſtle figniftech , 
that in this Goſpel, Feſw Chriſt was evidently [et forth cry- 
cified, before their eyes, the eyes of their ſonls, Gal. 3.1. 
So the Author ke-the Hebrews laith, we [ce Feſws, who was 
made a little lower then the Angels, that by the grace of God 
he ſhould taft death for every man, Heb. 2,9, Here we may 
ſee, that he who was in the form of God, and thought ic 
no robbery to be equal with God, made himſclf of no re- 
putation, and was made fleſh, Foh, 1. 14; That he baye 
owr fins in his own body, 1 Pet. 2,24, And the great ſor- 
rows and ſufferings which he indured for our ſakes, how 
he was tormented for our tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our 
iniquities ; how his ſoul was in hell, and his Aleſh in the 
grave z that he indured ſuch great ſorrows, that there was 
no ſorrow like unto his ſorrow, wherewith the Lord af- 
fligted him in the day of his fierce wrath, Lam. 1. 12, 
Here we may alſo ſee the preciouſneſs of his ſufferings and 
blood, whereby he hath redeemed us from the cutle of the 
Law ; and obtained into himſelf eternal life, eternal re- 
demption, a full, and compleat treaſury of all things that 
pertain to life and godlineſs ; and his beauty and glory, 
his excellency and comelineſs is here preſented to us, that 
it might be ſeen by us : Here we may ſee Jeſus, who was 
made a little while inferiour to the Angels, crowned with 
glory and honour, He4.2.9, Here with open face, as in 4 
£laſs, we may behold the glory of the Lord, 2 Cor, if 8. 

ere 
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Here we may ſee that he is become a good foundation ot 
fiich, arich fountain of all ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings ; 
wildome, and righteouſneſs, and ſanRitication, and re- 
demption ; That he i more precious then rubies, and that all 
thethings we can deſire are not to be compared nnto bim, Prov. 
2.15, That he ts more glorious and excellent then the moun- 
tains of Prey, Plal. 76 4. That he s more precious then gold, 
3ea, thenthe golden wedgeof Ophir, Iſa. 13. 12, That God 
hath highly exalted him, and givenhim a name above every 
name. Phil. 2,7—9 That he hath given him the preemt- 
nence in all things, and amoneſt all perſons, Col, 1. 18,19. 
That the Father ſo loveth Lim, that he hath given all things 
into his hand , (oas he that looketh up to, and believerh 
in him, hath everlaſting life. Joh. 3. 35, 36, Matt, 11, 
27,28, Here we may (ſee, that he is the chiefeft of ten 
thouſands ; that heis altogether lovely, and tat none areto 
be compared unto him, Cant, 5. 11—16. And this we 
are called upon to ſee, and behold, asdeclared.co us in his 
teſtimonies, and eſpecially in the teſtimony of his mouth, 
The Father calleth upon us to behold his Servant, and 
Son: Behold, faith he, my Servant whom I upbold; mine 
ele, in mhom my ſoul is well pleaſed, I have put my ſpirit 
»pon him, l(a, 42.1. Matr, 12,18. And, Behold the man 
whoſe name isthe Branch, Tech, 6.12, Behold I havegiven 
him for a witneſs tothe people, &c, Ia.55, 1—4,5, Jeſus 
Chriſt calleth upon us alſo to hehold himſelf : Look wnts 
me, faith he, all the ends of the Earth, and be ye ſaved. 
If, 45. 22,23. with Rom. 14, 9—11,12, Andſaith, Be- 
hold me, Behold me, wnts a nation that was not called Ly his 
name, Ia, 65. 1. &55.5, It is alſo the work of the ho- 
ly Spirit to litt ap the Sow of Man, as Moſes lifted up the 
Serpent inthe wilderneſs, as a compleat objet in whom 
is prepared ail heiptulneſs and healing for every ſtung crea- 
ture, that men might look unto, and believein him. 7oh. 
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3.5, 9 —=9—14—16, It is his work and office to bear 
witneſs of his blood, and the love of God as therein com- 
mendedeverlaſtingly ; and to glorify Chrilt, and take of 
his thinzs, and ſhew unto us ; of his ſufferings, and the 
glory which there-through he hath received. 1 Foh, 5. 6, 
Foh, 16, 13,14, 1Pet.1,11, Yea, as the father, word, 
and holy Ghoſt, are one, one in efſence, and being ſo 
one alſo in their teſtimony ; and this 1s the record, that 
God hath given unto vs (mankind) eternal life z and this 
life is in his Son, 1Foh. 5,7, 11, Yea, he is the ſum 
and ſubje&t matter of the teſtimony of all thoſe holy men 
by whom God hath ſpoken unto us from the beginning of 
the world, tothe end we might {te and behold him: To 
him give all the Prophets witneſs, Aft. 10, 43. Of this 
horn of ſalvation God ſpake by the month of his holy Prophets 
that hawe been ſince the world began, Luk. 1. 69, 70, 1Per, 
I, 10, 11. Ads 3, 22 —25. & 26. 23. Joh, 5, 39, 
The Baptiſt was a man ſent from God to bear witneſs of 
him as the light, the fountain, in whom is all the tulneſs 
of grace and truth; and he ſaith, Brbold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the fins of the World, Joh, 1, 6,7 - 15,16, 
29, 33—36. The Apoſtles alſo were witnelles of him, 
Foh. 15, 27, Yea, the fulleſt and cleareſt witnedles of himz 
they ſaw, and did teſtify, that the Father ſent the Son, 
the Saviour of the VVorld, 1 Foh. 4, 14, T hey preached 
not themſelves, but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, and 
therewith Jeſus the Lord. 1 Cor, 1,23, 24. 2 Cor. 4, 5, 
To them was this grace given, and Apoſtleſhip, fo obe- 
dience to the faich among all nations, Rem. 1.5, & 16, 
25,26, To them was this grace given, ts preach the wn- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt; ana to make all men ſee, &C, 
Epheſ. 3. 8, 9. It evidently appeareth therefore, that ir 
was neediul they ſhouid 4an94nt their eyes with this eye-ſalve, 


that they might ſce this bieſled obj:R; that hath been, 
and 
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and is ſo conſtantly, and unanimonſly witneſſed of, and 
diretted unto by God, and all thoſe that have been taught 
and led of him, Allagreein one concerning him, tothe 
end we might ſee and believein him, who hath fo teſtified 
his love towards us as to lay down his life for us, that he 
might become our Saviourz and who is through and by 
means of his blood exalted and glotifiedz and become the 
habitation of all the fulneſs of the Godhead;the fountain of 
life, the fountain of iiving waters, the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
the treaſury of wiſdom and knowledge: Yea, all that the 
Father hath is his, Col, 2. 3. 9. Pſal. 36. 8,9. Mal 4.2. 
76h, 16,14,15, And that this is the obje which they are 
called upon, and counſelled to fee and behold; and to 
that end to anoint their eyes with this eye-ſalve, appeareth 
from the ſcope of the place we are {peaking unto; For 
here the faithful! counſellor had been commending unto 
them, and counlelling them to buy gold tried in the fire, 
that they might be rich, and whiteraiment, tha' they might be 
clothed, and that the ſhame of their nakedue{s might not appear. 
And now he addeth, axoint -—— that thow maift [ee, to 
wit, this gold, and how it hath been tried, and the ex- 
cellency ot it ; and this white raiment, &c, And this is 
a glaſs which diſcovereth all things to us : Here we may 
look upon thoſe things which cannot be ſeen with the bo- 
dily eye. 2 Cor, 4- 18, As Moſes by faith ſaw him that is 
inviſible: Heb. 11.27, And in ſome ſenſe as Abraham 
ſaw the day of Chriſt, and was glad. Foh, $. 56, So may 
we behold and ſee in this word of faith ( which is the evi- 
dence of things not ſeen. Heb, 11,1. ) the preciouſneſs 
of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and his excellency and. 
fitneſs for os, and. for our helptulneſs, by means there- 
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2, To the end we may buy this gols, and white raiment, 
and thereto (ell all that we have z needful ic is to an#int 
our ces with this eye-ſalve that we may (ee; namely, that 
we may ſee the vilene(s, and odiouſneſs 0! our fins, which 
are to be abhorred by us; And the emptine(s and unpro- 
ficableneſ(s ot our idols, which we are to abſtain from, thar 
we may have theſe excellent and durable commodities here 
commended tous, for while weare ignorant hereof, we 
ſhall be ready to think that we part with,is better then that 
which is commended to, and ſer before us: While were- 
main in our blindneſs, we are ready and apt to miſtake ; 
and to call evilgood, and good evil; and co ſet our hearts 
upon that which will not ptofitz yea, rocleave unto that 
which will deſtroy us in concluſion if it be not parted with, 
and fled from : While perſons are in darkneſs, they are 
under the power of Satan, and led captive by him at his 
pleaſure. As 26,18, Epheſ. 5. 5—8, Somuch the A- 
poſtle fignifieth concerning the Gept/les that remained in 
darkneſs, when he faith s thry have their underſtandings 
darkened, belng alienated from the life of God through the ig- 
norance that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart z 
who being paſt feeling, *have given themſelves over unto laſ- 
civlouſneſs, towork all uncleanneſs with greedineſs; as if no- 
thing were pleaſurable unto them, but what is abomina- 
ble, Epheſ. 4. 179 —19. Sothe Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
believing Gentiles ſaith, that 7n times paſt (namely when 
they were darkneſs) they walked according to the courſe of 
this world, according to the Prince of the power of the Air, 
the ſpirit that now worketh ( rulingly, and prevailingly ) ## 
the children of diſobedience, Epheſ. 2, 1, 2, with chap, 5, 
8, But tothis we may add more afterwards, Now there- 
fore it is needful that we ſee our fins, and vanities, that 
we may be willing topart with, and relinquiſh them : and 
with this c5e-ſalve in the teſtimony of Chriſt we n__ : 

There- 
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Therein all things that are reproved, are made manifeſt by 
the light; thelight doth faithfully diſcover them in their 
right and proper colours, to the end we might ſtand up 
from chem, and might flee from our iniquities and idols, 
Epheſ. 5. u—14. Andindeed the holy Spirit, that breath- 
ethin this teſtimony, doth in, and with glotifying Chriſt, 
and diſcovering the tranſcendent excellency of him, ſhew 
unto us allo the finfulneſs ot (in; and the emptineſs of all 
thoſe objects in which naturally we are (eeking reſt ; and 
on which we ate placing our affeRionsz that we might 
rurey from our vanities unto him, who is worthy to be 
cleaved unto by us, So when the Lord by the Propher 
ſaith, Behold they are all vanity, their works are nothing, 
their molten imazes are wind and confuſion, He then addeth, 


Behold my Servant whoms I uphold, &c. Ila, 41. 237 — 29. . 


& 42, 1, The holy Spirit in gloritying Chiiſt, and ta- 
king of his things, and ſhewing uato us, doth therein, and 
therewith convince the world of fin, of righteouſneſs, 
and of judgment z and teacheth the believers all chings, 
and leadeth them into all truth, Foh,16. 8—14, In 
bearing witneſs of Chriſt, and in his teſttmony, the holy 
Spirit ſheweth untous the odiouſneſs of our fins, that we 
might ſee, and behold it, that we might abhorr and abo- 
rinate them z in that God hath taken ſuch vengeance on 
them in the perſon of his ſon, who knew no {in : Though 
God teſtified of him that he was his beloved Son, in whom 
he was well pleaſed, yet when but the guilt of our fin was 
imputed ro him, he ſpared him not, but condemned our 
ſinin his leſh - 7t pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, He did put 
him to grief. l(a, 61,2, Rom, 8, 3—32; Iſa, 53,10. 
This ſeenand beheld by us, would help us to abhorr it, 
and ſay, How ſball we that are dead to fin, live any longer 
thereiv? Rom, 6.1—3, And here may we alſo fee the 


neceſſity of our being waſhed here-from, in that heis be- 
come 


256 Needfſul (ounſel for 
come ſuch a fountain through his blood for cleanſing us. 
Zech. 3.1. Andit was his very end in being manifeſt, that 
he might take away our ſins. 1 Joh. 3,5. *Hebare our 
© fins in his own body on the tree ( not that we might live 
any longer thereto, but ) ©that we being dead to fin, 
* might live to righteouſne(s. 1 Pet, 4+ 1, 2. and chap, 2, 
24, And in his cro's and teftimony, we may alſo ſee 
the vanity of our idols, and our vileneſs in (ervingthem ys 
that we might turn there-from to Go4, to {erve the 
living and true God. «1 Theſ. 1,9, 10, Herewe may ſee 
the brutiſhnels of our wiſdome, *Newis the Judgment 
* of this world, faich our Saviour : Here you may take a 
view, and have a diſcovery of it, in that thoſe that wete 
Princesof the World for wiſdom, crucified the Lord of 
glory; and were alſo, before his hour was come, the 
greateſt enemies to hims and thought that their taking 
him out of the way, and killing him, would much have 
rended co their ſecurity , when as, on the contrary, it 
brought, and haſtened deſtrution upon them, Foh, 12, 
31, t Cor. 2,8, 70h, 11,47,48, With Matt,21,39—41. 
Foh, 7,45-—49. Here may we ſee the unproficableneſs 
of our works of righteouſneſs ; in that he only could, 
and hath brought in by his death, and reſurrection, ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs 5 and there was no other way for the 
compleating it ſor us; * for if righteouſneſs could have 
© come by the law, or by any other way whatſoever, then 
© Chriſt hath died in vain. Gal. 2. 21, The Holy Ghoſt, 
ſaith our Saviour, * ſhall convince the world of righteouſ- 
neſs; namely, he ſhall ſhew and evidence the unprofita- 
bleneſs of all our works of righteouſneſs, and of all 
righteouſneſs according to the law z and chat righteouſ- 
neſs could not come by the worksor ſacrifices thereof in 
that he is gone to the Father, and we ſee him no more : 
He cometh no more down to-ſuffer, or offer ſacrifice, _=_ 
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his acrifice is accepted of God, ſoas he hath ſet him down 
on his own right hand. lob 16, 10, with, Heby, 10. 1, 
2, 11, 12, and he hath prepared righteouſneſs for all men, 
without the law , as hath been ſaid, Roms, 3, 20 — 23, here 
we may alſo ſee the vanity and helpleſneſs of the riches of 
this world ; in that we were not redeemed with corrup- 
tible things, as Silver and Gold : © They that cruſt in their 
© riches, and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their 
* wealth; noneof them can by any means redeem his Bro- 
* ther, nor give to God a ranſome tor his own ſoul, 1 Per. 
I,19, Pſal. 49.6, 7. Here alſo wggnay ſee the empri- 
neſs, and worthleſneſs of all the glory and honour of this 
world, in that our Lord Jeſusneither had, nor would ac- 
cept of it: Bur he was rejeed and deſpiſed of men, *a 
* worm and no man, a reproch of men, and deſpiſed of 
© the people: All they that ſaw him laught bim to ſcorn, 
© they did ſhoot our the lip, they did ſhake the head. Foh., 
6.15. Iſa, 53. 24. Pſal, 22.6, 7,8. Nor had he, 
nor did he ſeek for, the favour and friendſhip of this 
world, but the world hated him, becauſe he teſtified of 
ir, that the works thereof were evil, Foh, 7.7. & 5, 
18—20, 
Yez, in,and by this one thing, by this union, we 
may know all things that are needful to be known by us, 
and ſee them in their right colours: Hence the Apoſtle 
determined to know nothing inand untoall things, bu# 
Feſus Chriſt, and him crucified, 1 Cor. 2.2, And it is 
needful we ſhould know the vileneſs of our fins, and the 
vanity and unproficableneſs of all thoſe objets on which 
naturally we are placeing our affe&tionsz and in which 
we have been ſeeking reſt, and (atisfaction to our fpi- 

rits, —— 
3. It was needful for them to fee themſelves, and to 
ſee what manner of _— they were ing and what 
Mm2n- 
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manner of perſons they were: And to thisend, that they 
might ſeethis, needful it was they ſhould anoint their eyes 
with this Eye-falve, that they might behold themſelves, 
and knoiv what ſtare they were in: They were at preſent 
very much miſtaken; they thought their condition was 
very 200d, and that they were fo happy that they needed 
nothing, but this was the fruit of their blindneſs and ig- 
norance; for had they viewed themſelves in the Teſti. 
mony of Jeſus, they might have perceived it was far 0- 
therwiſe with them. And indeed this is generally the 
fruit of mens blindhefs 5 they are many times pure in their 
own eyes, who are not waſhed from their filthineſs, Prov, 
30. 12,13, Such fools aremen, that all their own ways 
are clean in their own eyes, Prov. 16.2, And they who 
have not the love of God in them, yet think that eternal 
life appertaineth to them, Foh. 5. 39— 42. Itis therefore 
a very ignorant and falſe ſaying of thoſe men, who tell us, 
that what the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of the believing Fews be- 
fore the Goſpel was received by them, to wit, ©that they 
© were the children of wrath by nature even as others, 
Epbeſ. 2, 3. Is only meant and ſpoken of what they were 
in their own apprehenſion and imagination : For they who 
are furtheſt off from the light do leaſt of all know them- 
ſelves: And are moſt ready to be highly thoughred of 
themſelves, while yet they are moſt mi'erable: VWho 
were more confident of the goodne(s of their condition, 
then were the Phariſees * who yet generally were turtheſt 
off trom the kingdom of God, turther oft then were the 
Pulicans and Harlots, Mats. 21,31,32, & chap,23, Yea, 
the Apoſtle Pax/, who incladeth himſelf in the former 
ſaying, *as one who was by nature a Child of wrath even 
© as others ; yet did not think ſo, when he was fooliſh, 
and while he was ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, but had 
confidence in the fleſh, and thought himſelt alive, and 
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in a good and ſafe condition, Phil, 3. 4—7, Rom. 7.9. 
And ſo it is more generally true: Such as kill, ſteal, com- 
mitadultery, ſwear falfly, and burn incenſe to other Gods, 
will yet cry, the temple of the Lord are we, until they 
are convinced by the light of Gods teſtimony, Fer, 7, 4— 
to. Suchcanin words make their boaſt of God, and call 
him father, who are of their father the Devil ; and ſay, 
they hope to be ſaved by Chriſt, as well as any others : 
And call their doing the works of the fleſh, their infirmi- 
ties and weakneſles, and that they are herein like to Paul 
when he ſaith, © the evil I would not, that do Ty in which 
*chey lie, and ſpeak not the truth z and yet thus they de- 
ceive themſelves, Rom, 2, 179 —24: Fob. 8, 41—44. 
And, as hath been ſaid, this Angel and Church were 
greatly deceived, and did deceive themſelves, in think- 
ing themſelves to be ſomething when they were nothing. 
«1.6, 3. And it was therefore neediul tor them, and is 
0 for us alſo, to know our (elves, and our eſtate and con- 
dition : And this is made known to us, and we may ſee ic 
in and by this Eye-ſalve, this teſtimony of Jeſus, in and 
by which all things are diſcovered, and made manifeſt. 
pheſ. 5.13, 14, He that is an hearer of the word of 
truth, and nota doer, he hath this great advantage given 
him in hearing, chat he may ſee and behold himſelf : © He 
C that is an hearer only is like unto a man beholding his na- 
© tural face ina glaſs: For he beholdeth himſelf, and ſeeth 
© what manner of perſon he is, though he liketh not the 
* diſcovery which is there given of him and therefore he 
© o0eth his way, and then torgetteth what manner of per- 
* {on he was, the which before he was inabled to ſee by 
that glaſs, Fam, 1.22 -—24, He that doth evil hath, in 
and by che light, while it is vouchſafed , a diſcovery 
made of himſelf, and of his works, to the end he mighs 
coatigue beholding, and * _ himſelf from what is 
2 re- 
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reproved. That he might turn from darkneſsto light , and 
love light more then darkneſs ; but in going on todo evil, 
to make a trade of it, he hateth the light, welther cometh 
he to the light, leſt bis deeds ſhould be reproved and diſcover- 
ed; tor he is convinced of rhe impartiality of the light | 
in its diſcovery : And for ſuch folly he is condemned 

while he perfiterh therein, Fohn 3. 19, 20, In this light 
then let us behoJd our ſelves ; and with this Eye-ſalvelet 
us anoint our eyes, that we may know our ſelves: This is 
2 need{ul leſſon to be learned by us, ro know our ſelves ; 
but got the firſt, as many through miſtake ſay : Burt firſt, 
it isneedtul to kaow Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, as 
declared in the Goſpel z and therein, and therewith we | 
may know our ſelves. 1 Cor, 15.1— 4. with chap, 1 2.2, 
2 Cor. 5, 14: We our ſelves, faith the Apoſtle, were ſome- 
times fooliſh z, we did not know Chriſt, nor God in him, nor 
our ſelves, ner any thing rightly; but he ſaved w here- from 
by the waſhing of regeneration , and renewing of the holy 
Ghoſt : Even by diſcovering tos, and cauſing to appear be» 
fore ws bis kindneſs, and love in Chriſt to man-ward, Titus 3, 
3—5, He that is an unbeliever, and unlearned, an ig- 
norant perſon, when he cometh amongſtthem that pro- 
pheſy , that plainly and to edification declare the Go- 
ſpel, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: And thus 
are the ſecrets of his heart made manifeſt; and in this 
light he beho!deth himſelf, fo as he will fall down— and 
report, thai God is in ſuch declarers of a truth, 1 Coy. 14, 
3»24, 25. Fo, the word of God, the Goſpel of Chriſt, i 
quick and powerji:, and ſharper then any two edged Sword, 
piercing even ts the "iding aſwnder of ſoul and ſpirit, and 
of the joints and marr. ; 14 # a diſcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart, Heb. 4,12, Therein then let us 
ſeeand know our ſelves, and behold what condition we 
arein, that if webe like this Angel and Church, we may 
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learn to be zealous, and repent, And this which hath 
been ſpoken , ſhall ſuffice co the firſt inquiry here pro- 
pounded to be conſidered, to wit, What ſhould they anvint 
their eyes for, that they 14ht ſee? And now we come to 
the ſecond, wiF, -— 

2. Why i it nceaful to our buying, that we auoint our eyes 
with this Eye-[alve, that we may ſee? —— 

To this, in what we have ſaid before , we have ſpoken 
in ſome meaſure, and ſhall therefore be the briefer in 
what we ſhall further ſpeak co tliis Enquiry, —— And 
{0 ---—- 

I. Itis needful to our buying, that we anoiat our eyes 
with this Eye-ſa've, that we may ſee; becauſe the ſigh 
of thoſe things that ate before ſpoken to, is very power- 
ful ro move and prevail with us, to receive this bleſſed 
and needtul counſel! here given tous, and to buy thoſe 
heavenly commodities here propoſed to, and ſet before 
us. The objzR, and light of the eye, was occaſionally 
the in-let to our miſery and calamity ar firſt, They the 
woman [aw that the tree was good for food , and that it was 
pleaſan to the eyes, and a tree to be deſired to make one niſe , 
ſhe took of the fruit thereof, 8c, Gen, 3, 6. So now al- 
ſo the objes of the eyes, which are preſented before us 
in the Goſpel, are forcible co perſwade us, and make us 
willing co come unto, and cloſe with Chriſt, when the 
eye of the Sou. 13 opened with this Eye-ſalve, The eye 
aftecteth the heart, Law. 3,51, It inclineth the affeRi- 
on, and mal«th us willing to buy that, which while 
we ae in ignorance and blindneſs, we care not for, nor 
know how Cuely to prize and value, — As to ſay parti- 
cularly. 

W tile we anoiat our eyes with this Ee=ſalve,and ſee,and 
continue looking upon the preciouſneſs of theBloud of Je- 


ſus Chriſt, as it is diſcovered to us ia this teſtimony z ws 
is 
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his beauty and glory by means thereof, While we behold 
this Gold, this enriching Gold, and ſee, and conſider how 
it hath been tried in the fire, and how proper it is to make 
us truly richs and how certainly and infallibly it enrich- 
eth them that have ir, this is apt and powerful to draw 
the love and heart thereto, and to cauſe us to covet af- 
rerit: Asitis a powerful Cord to us naturally to draw 
our hearts to the riches of this world, to behold and ſee 
them with our eyes; As he confeſſed, who (aid ; when 7 
ſaw two hundred ſhekels of ſilver, and a wedge of gold — then 
I coveted them, and tookthem, Joſh, 7,21, 1Jokn 2.15,16. 
So when we ſee in this Glaſs this excellent Gold , the 
price whereof is above Rubies, yea above all the riches 
of this world, it is a forceable motive to engage our 
hearts to ſeek to be made partakeis hereof, Jf theu knew- 
eft the gift of God, ſaith our Saviour, azd who it & that 
faith unto thee, give me 10 drink, thou winldſt ask, &c, John 
4, 10, How did the knowledge and conſideration of this 
better and enduring ſubſtance in Heaven, make the He- 
brews willing, in the days of their firſt Illumination , to 
take joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, and to endure re- 
proch and ſhame , and to be companions of them that were 
ſhamefully intreated? Heb, 10, 32—34, What bleſſed- 
neſs did the Galatians ſpeak of > And how did they turn 
from idols to God? And how ready would they have 
been, if it had been poſſible co have plucked our their 
eyes, and given them unto them that were inſtruments of 
preaching Chriſt unto them, when'he was evidently ſer 
torth before their eyes in the teſtimony of Jeſus > They 
were willing then to part with all for his ſake, Gal, 3.1, 
& 4. 13—15, And was it not the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt, that made the Apoſtle willing to 
{offer the loſs of all things, even of thoſe things alſo that 
ormerly were cainful to him; and to connt them bnt dung, 


that 


Luke-warm Chriftians. 263 
that he might g4in him, and be found in him ! Phil. 3, 79—g. 


And to this very end, 7 hat « nation he knew not, and na't- 
ons that knew nat him, might run unia him, he (aith, Behold 
me, behold me ; As intimating, Thar the ſeeing and be- 
holding him is very powerful and prevalent to overcome, 
and per(ſwage us to cloſe with and embrace him, ſa, 55. 5. 
& 65, 1, And 1o the beholcing and ſeeing this #hite 
Raiment, and che excellent and uictul nature and proper- 
ty thereof, is proper and powerful to incline us to ſeek 
that we may have it, thit we may be clothed therewith, 
that ſo the (ſhame of our oakedneſs may nor appear, Foſh. 
7. 21, Phil. 3, 4-9, Doubtlels the beholding with 
che eyes of the underſtanding, that plenteouſne(s of Re- 
demption ia him, evea the forgivene(s of our fins; thoſe 
Treaſures of Wildom and Knowledge hid 1a him z that 
everlaſting Righteouſnets brought in by , and treaſured 
inhimg ehateternal Redemption obtained by his Bloud ; 
that faineſs of Grace, Truth, Spirit, and all things per- 
eaining to life and godlineſs prepared in him ; that Ecer- 
nal Lite given us in him: As che'e things are diſcovered 
tous inthe teſtimony, and his compleat and unparallell d 
comelineſs and amiableneſs by means hereof, it would 
enamour our h£atrs on him, and inflime us with love to 
him; andeven make us ſick of Love, and unſatisfied in 
our Cefires, till we more kno him, win him , and be 


tound in nim ; yea, 14 we ſee as we are ſeen, and know as we 


art known, and be ever with him, Cant.5,10- 16, & 2.3— 
5. Truly the light is (weet, and a peaſant thing it is ſor the eyes 
to tebold the [un,Ecclef.11.7,But how much more pleaſant 
and alluring is it, to behold this Pearl of great price , this 
Sun of Righteouſnefs,t].is Robeof Salvation, this excellent 
one, who is fairer then the children of men; yea, who is 
the true God, and eternal life! And how powerful is the 
fight of him, to keep us from our fins and idols? x John 
9, 20, 31 -— —- | So 
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So alſo the ſeeing our ſins and idols, as diſcovered in 
his Croſs and Teſtimony, is very powerful co move us 
ro caſt them away, and part with them, as hath been alſo 
in part ſignified before : There fin is rendred moſt abun- 
dantly finful, and our idols moſt evidently unproficable 
and vain: Hence the Apoſtle ſaith, Whoſoever abideth in 
Chriſt, in the fight and knowledge of him, as appeareth 
by the oppoſition, ſinneth not: Though fin be in him, 
and moving for ſervice, yet he doth not commit ir; He 
doth not willingly yield up bis mind or members to the 
ſervice thereof: And on the other hand , Whoſoet er fin- 
neth , hath not ſeen him, nor known him, He hath not 
anointed his eyes with this Eye-ſalve, that he might ſee 
nor ſeen with his eyes as thus anointed: He that deth 
evil, hath not ſeen Goa, 1 John 3.6, 8. 3 Johnit. He 
that ſeeth, and abideth in the ſight oi, the end where!ore 
he was manifefted, ro wit, to rake away our fins; and 
of his taithtulneſs therein; for in him 7s no ſin : he that 
beholderh and conlidereth the bitrer Cup Chriſt 
drank off, and the thametul, cruel, accurſed death he di- 
ed for our ſins, who was the Son of God, to the end he 
might redeem us from all iniquity z and what a Fountain 
he is become, in whom isall forgiveneſs, righceouſnels, 
reſt, refreſhing, waſhing and cleanſing, eternal lite, &c, 
Such an one is preſerved from (owing to, and ſiding with 
chat ſin that dwelleth in him; he gerteth an eſcape, and 
fleeth from the pollutions of the world, threueh the know- 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift. 2 Per, 2. 20. 
So much the Apoſtle Fames alſo-Tignifiech , when he 
ſaith, Whoſo looketh into the perfett law of liberty, and con- 
tinueth , he teing not a forgetful hearcy of the word, but 4 
der of the works, this man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed, The 
man that continueth looking in this Glaſs, this Teſtimo- 
ny of Jeſus, is a doerz he layeth apart all filtbineſs, and 
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ſuperflnity of nanghtineſs, as it is diſcovered, and made to 
ſwim aloft, Fam,1. 21-—25, This truth known ma- 
keth him free from the bondage and flavery of his ſins, 
Fohn$, 31—3z3. And he is made willing by theſe ar- 
uments contained in the Goſpel, to ſell and part wich 
bis iniquities and abominations, Roms, 6. 1—3, And ſo 
alſo, in beholding Chriſt crucified, and looking upon the 
Croſs of Chriſt which he hath endured and overcome, 
and the glory which there-thorow he hath received, a 
man may be broken off from his idols. The world (the 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, riches, honour, glory, pomp, and 
ſplendour, favour and friendſhip, cuſtoms and faſhions of 
the world) is crucified unto ſuch an one as is thus exer- 
Ciſed through the Croſs of Chriſt, Gal. 6. 14, So as he 
keepeth himſelf from thoſe idols, 1 Foby 5, 20, 21. 
Thus when the Apoſtles preached Chriſt comen, and he 
was received, and beheld in his Goſpel by them, they then 
turned to God from their idols 5 aud were waſhed, and [an- 
Fified, and juſtified in 1he name of. the Lord Feſws, &c. 
1 Thef, 1.5—9. and 2213, 1 Cor, 6, 9—11. and 12. 
2, with Chap. 15. 1,2, 3,4. The ſeeing our fins and 
idols in this teſtimony, will make us willing to ſel] them, 
and part with them, that we may have and enjoy this 

Gold and White Raimear, "mn | 
alike manner, the beholding and ſeeing in, and with 
this Eye-ſalve, what a ſad condition we are in without 
Chriſt, and withour this durable riches and righteouſnsſs 
here preſented to uygy this is a powerful argument to en- 
gage and move us 2k the Lord while he may be found, 
that we may win him, and be found in bim, and be maxe par- 
gakers of him, in whom there # bleſsing prepared.for all the 
hindreds of the earth, Aﬀts 3.25, The ſeeing and cont'- 
dering, that wichout him we are wretched, and miſerable, 
and poor, and naked, and undone creatures ; and that = 
M m in- 
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Cing fuc':, we ſhall be ſpned our of his mouth, and be- 
Come miſerable for ever; for nothing beſides him will 
ſecure from evil, and fatisfie us with good. This is a 
lorcible motive and argument to move us to be hot and 
fervent in Spirit, that we may buy of him thoſe ineſti- 
mable Treaſures hete counſeled unto, which only will 
render us bleſſed and happy inthe enjoyment of them - 
As it appeareth here in this place, the ſcope of it being 
conſidered by us, Rev. 3.15—19,20, As 2,37, — 

2. Itisallo needful for us to ancint our res with this 
Eye-ſalwe, that we may ſee; becauſe not onely are there 
ſuch powerful arguments propoſed to, and ſer before us in 
this reſtimony of Chriſt, ro move us, and make us wil- 
ling to buy : Bur alſo there is a mighty and ſupernatural 
power put forthin, and with theſe arguments in this Go- 
ſpel to convert us, and to twry us from darkneſs to light, and 
To the power of Satan wnto God; and ſo from our fins and 
idols wnto the living and trae God, Aﬀts 26, 18—23, The 
Goſpel of Chriſt is the power of God, his arm and 
power is put forth therein to effe& in us what he requireth 
of us, Rew, 1, 16, 1Cor, 1. 18—23, 24, His hand 
and mighty power is ſtretched forth herein all the day 
long, to enable us to turn to him in and at his reproofs; 
and to caſt away our fins and abominations out of his 
fight, Prov. 1.20——24, Iſa, 65. 1—3, Rom, 10, 31, 
Ged _ worketh in ws both to will, and to do , of gaed 
pleaſure, Phil. 2. 12—15, Not onely is the Goſpel the 
inſtrument he maketh uſe of to glot$e his Son in and by, 
and co ſhew us the vileneſs and vanity of all other things : 
but it is that alſo which he accompanieth with the power 
and preſence of his Spirit : So that he that rejeQeth, re- 


jeteth not man ſimply, but God, who giveth of his Spi-' 


rit inand with his word, 1 Thef. 4, 3--$, And hence theſe 
weapons, the arguments of the Goſpel are wighty, mighty 
through 
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through God, to the pulling down ſtrong holds, &c, For God 
isiathem of a truth, 2 Cor, 10, 4, 5. 1Coy. 14, 24, 35. 
In looking unto Chriſt, beholding and minding what he 
hath done for us, and is become, and what is treaſured up 
for us in him , and therein ſeeing our fins and idols, and 
in how ſad a condition we are without him s God is ſa- 
ving us from our iniquities and vanities, and enabling us 
to run from them to Chriſt, To this ead his grace bring- 
eth ſalvation in due time to all men, ſaving ſtrength and 
power, Tit,2.18, Hence he faith, Look nnts me all the 
ends of the earth, and be ye [aved: Nor, Saveyour ſelves g 
Buc, Be ye ſaved, As intimating , in our looking unto 
him, to enable us whereto alſo he is preventing us with 
power, God is ſaving us, thatwe mighe be ſaved, 1/s. 45. 
23, Tothe ſame purpoſe alſo the Apoſtle faith, We af 
(not ſome of us onely, but we all) with open. face as in 4 
glaſs, beholding the glory of the Lord, are changed, not 
change our ſelves, but we are transformed, changed out 
of one form into another, from the love and fervice of 
our fins and vanities, and out of our miſerable conditi- 
on into his image, even as by the Spirit of the Lord, who is - 
in, and with this obj<& as declared and diſcovered to us 
in this Glaſs, 2 Cor, 3.18. God in and by his Spitit is 
ſo preſent in and with this Goſpel of Chriſt, that he thar 
receiveth that, receiveth Chriſt, and him who ſent him, 
Matth, 10, 40. And hethar deſpiſeth and refiſteth thar, 
deſpiſeth and refiſterh God, Chriſt, and his Holy Spirit, 
Zoke 10,16, Afig.zi. The hand of the Lord is put 
forth in, and preſent with the arguments of the glorious 
Goſpel, to convert and turn us from our evils and vant- 
ties unto Chriſt, and to make us willing, who naturally 
are without an heart, and unwilling to gain and buy 
Chriſt, and che unſearchable riches of him, A#s 11, 20, 
21, &3. 13—19, lt therefore evidently appeareth, 

Mm 2 thar 
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that it is very needful for us to au0int our eyes with this 
Eye-ſalwve, that we may ſte, — 

3- And on the other hand, it is needful for us to anziat 
enr eyes with this Eye-[alue, that we may in ſeeing ſee the 
excellency of Chriſt, and vileneſs, and unprofitableneſs 
of all other things, to che end we may part with them 
tor. him or otherwiſe we ſhall be, and abide under the 
power of Satan, as hath been alſo before ſaid, He hath 
his power in darkneſs ; and while men remain blind, he 
can deceive them, and lead them captive at his pleaſure, 
Col. 1.13, 445 26,18. Hence it is ſaid, thoſe evil prin- 
Cipalities and powers are therulers of the darkneſs of this 
world he ruleth and prevaileth over them who remain 
in blindneſs and darkneſs, and ſerveth himſelf of them, 
making them do his luſts and requirings, Epheſ. 6, 12. 
He ſo bliadeth the minds of them that believe nor, that 
anoint not their eyes with this Eye-ſalue , that the Lighe 
of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt , who is the image of 
God, may not ſhine unto them that they may not per- 
ceive his excellency and comelineſls, And together here- 
with alſo, he commendeth, and rendreth excellent, need- 
ful, and pleaſureable the things which indeed are vile, evil, 
end abominable , For he is ihe God of this world, of 
ſuch asare, and remain in ignorance, 2 Cor. 4,4. 1 Foby 
5.19. He prevailingly perſwadeth them , that the luſt 
of the fleſh, the lu of the eyes, and the p: ide of life, 
are moſt deſireable, and worthy to be earneſtly ſoughe 
after, and affe&ionately embraced by us ; and that no 
frait is ſo good and pleaſant, and worthy to be ſed on by 
us, as that which is torbidden us of God : For as the Ser- 
pent beguiled Eve through his ſubtilty at firſt, ſo he is 
alſo eadeavouring to deceive us, and to corrupt from the 
{1mplicicy that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Cor, 11, 1—3: And 
what may he not perſyade thoſe that are in _y to 
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do? And whither may he not lead them? Through ig- 
norance he prevailed with the Jews, to prefer a murderer 
befo:e the Prince of lifes, and art laſt to kill him with 
wicked hancs, AZs 3.14, 15,17. 1Cor,2. 3, Through 
i2norance Sarl was a Perſecutonr, blaſphemer, and inju- 
119usz ant ve.ily thought he ought to do many things 
contrary to the Name of Jeſus, Ads 26,9. 1 Tim. 1, 13, 

Th:ough ignorance men worlhip ſtocks, and ſtones, 
and prefer vain things before Chriſt, ar1 thoſe durable 
and mcſt excellent t:eaſures hid in kim; and are enemies 
unto, and haters of him, and of thoſe that call upon his 
name, 1{4. 44.17—20, & 45, 20—22, Fohn 15, 18— 
23, &16.1—3, Through ignorance men are eſtabliſh- 
ing a righteouſneſs to themſelves, Roms. 10. 2,3, Yea, 
not to inlarge hereto, while menare blind, they are in a 
condition to fleight Chriſt, and to follow all that is evil, 
according toth<ir p:oper inclination, and to prefer their 
fins and 1dols before him, When the Apoſtle giveth us 
an account of the ſadneſs of the condit.on of himſelf 


and others, before the Grace of God was received by 


them, he firſt telleth us, they were fooliſh, Tir, 3.3, As 
intimating to us, that that leadeth to all that is evil, 
This was doubtleſs a great cauſe cf the evil found with 
this Angel and Church, of und. rvaluing Criſt, and 
preferring other things before him, to vt , their blind- 
ne's; they had in a greit meaſure loft, or let go the 
knowledge and fight of Chriſt, and of all other things 
as diſcovered in him, which ſometimes they had had... — 
A'l which ſhew uato us, in ſome meaſure, why it is need- 
ful for us to ancint our eyes with this Eye-[alte, that we may 
ſee. 
And this inftruRtion, as thus ſpoken to, may be uſe- 
ſally conſidered by us, —, 


1. Tg 


; 
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1. Toſhew unto us the great evil, and ſad judgment 
of them who-endeavour to bring men into, and keep 
them in blindneſs and ignorance; theſe are not like- 
minded after the example of our Lord Jeſus, who in- 
ftruteth the blind ro ansint their eyes, that they may ſee ; 
nor like the Apoſtles, who inſtructed the Believers, to 
ade to their faith wertne, and to wertue knowledge ; and to 
grow in Grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savi- 
our Feſws Chriſt, 2 Pet, 1. 6, & 3: 18, and endeavoured 
their helpfulneſs hereto : Bur they are rather like to 
thoſe thieves ſpoken of, againſt whom the Lord was, and 
is, who did fteal away his word every one from his neighbour, 
Jer, 23. 29, 30. Or like unto them, unto whom our 
Saviour (aith, Wo nnto you Lawyers; For ye have taken 
away the key of knowledge : Ye entred not in your ſelves ; and 
them that were entring is, ye hindred, Luke 11, 52. They 
ſerve Satan's deſign, and do his luſts. — 

2, It ſheweth unto us the wickedneſs and abominable- 
neſs of that ſaying, That Ignorance is the Mother of Dewvo- 
ton: It may be indeed the Mother of that which they 
call Devotion ; to wit, of their Idolatry and Superſtici- 
on : But of that which is true Devotion and Religion it 
is not, but an,enemy thereto, and that which keepethmen 
there-from. When the Believers ro whom the Apoſtle 
Peter writeth, were in darkneſs, they then walked in la- 
ſciviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, revellings, banquet- 
_- and abominable idolatties, 1 Per. 2, 9, 10, with 
Chapter 4. 3,4, — 

3. Andlet it exhort us all to cry after knowledge, and 
toliſt up our voice for underſtanding , and 'to apply our 
eyes to Gods teſtimony , and nor ler that depart from 
them, that we may look to Chriſt that we may be en- 
lightened, and our faces may not ive aſhamed, Prov. 2, L-» 
6, &4:1—8. &$,10, 11, &16,16,—._. 
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I ſhall adde no more to this, but to pray God to give 
us the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Chriſt, to open the eyes of owr underſtanding, and to reveal 
Chrift to us, and there-through to make ws willing for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of him, to ſuffer the loſs of all things, 
and 16 count them but dung, that we may win him, and be 
found in him, and abide in himy, that whew he ſhall appear, 
we m47 have confidence, and not be aſhamed before him at his 
coming : Even ſo, Amen, Amen. . 


December 19, 
1670, 


The End, 
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